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Fr Peter Peterken’s funeral
Fr Simon Ellis

OVER TWO hundred people were present in Our Lady of Lourdes, Mickleover, Derby, on Shrove 
Tuesday, 13th February, 2024, including 25 Catholic clergy (mainly Ordinariate priests) and around 

a dozen Anglican clergy, with three former Anglican Bishops, Mgrs Keith Newton, John Broadhurst and 
Andrew Burnham in the sanctuary with the Bishop of Nottingham, gathered to celebrate the Requiem for 
the soul of Peter Donald Peterken. 

The mass music was superbly organised by son-
in-law, and liturgist, Canon David Perkins, one time 
Precentor of Derby Cathedral. Hymns such as ‘O what 
their joy and their glory must be’, ‘Jesu, Son of Mary’ 
and ‘Deck thyself, my soul, with gladness’ lifted our 
hearts to God as we gave thanks for 95 years, over 70 
of them in ministry.

Mgr John Broadhurst, at the pulpit, averred that there 
are only two types of priests, working and departed, 
and that was well illustrated in Fr Peter’s ministry to 
the end, celebrating Christmas mass and planning his 
return to active ministry from his hospital bed! 

A biography printed at the back of the mass booklet 
concluded: “as a family we never knew who we would 
arrive home to meet or who would be sharing our next 
meal!”, a comment which I think summarises the gift 
of the Peterken family, something of the charism, if 
not the Patrimony, of the Ordinariate: vicarage life.

The church chosen for the event, Our Lady of Lourdes 
in Mickleover, Derby was, ironically, not one of the 
many bases (Catholic or Anglican) that had greatly 
benefitted from his ministry in Derby, but it was a 
very well-chosen place that was able accommodate the 
large numbers and put on a hearty reception in the hall 
afterwards. There had also been a vigil mass celebrated 
at Holy Spirit, Sinfin, by Fr Alan Burbidge, his closest 
companion priest in the Catholic Church.

As Monsignor Keith Newton read the commendation, 
I remembered the serenity and joy with which Fr Peter 
had accepted Catholic priesthood in 2011, at the age 
of 83! Fr Peter said, in an interview with the BBC that 
day, that this day was a culmination of his hopes and 
prayers for so many years, as indeed it was. 

I was also recalling that Fr Peter had witnessed 
in person the visit in 1982 of Pope John Paul II to 
Canterbury. And I called to mind the words of Pope 
John Paul II to Archbishop Robert Runcie, on the return 
visit to Rome in 1989: may our “affective collegiality… 
become effective collegiality”. Yes, Fr Peter’s life’s work 

was to help to bring about effective collegiality, real 
unity, between Anglicans and Catholics, through the 
Ordinariate.

As I returned home through the Derbyshire drizzle 
one further thought came to mind. We had gathered 
to say farewell to our brother priest not only on Shrove 
Tuesday, but on the day designated by Pope Pius XII as 
the feast of the Holy Face of Christ, as encouraged by 
Sister Marie of St Peter. 

So many people throughout Fr Peter’s life glimpsed 
the face of Christ through his ministry as he would 
have encountered Christ’s face in them. May the 
ministry of those left here on earth be similarly shaped. 
May others see the glory of the Lord in the face of 
Jesus Christ through our words and actions and, in the 
words of the arrow prayer:

“May the most holy, most sacred, most adorable, 
most mysterious and unutterable Name of God be 
always praised, blessed, loved, adored and glorified 
in heaven, on earth and under the earth, by all the 
creatures of God, and by the Sacred Heart of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ in the most Holy Sacrament of the altar. 
Amen.”

The Ordinariate Directory 
and Ordo 2023-2024 

- AVAILABLE NOW -
It contains the Directory of 

Ordinariate Groups, Missions and 
Parishes, the clergy, officials and 

details of the structure of the 
Ordinariate as well as the Calendar 

for the Liturgical Year with 
references to the page numbers in 

Divine Worship: Daily Office 
(Commonwealth Edition)

Order you copy at ordinariate.org.uk/ordo

https://www.ordinariate.org.uk/ordo
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Garden of 
the Luminous 
Mysteries and 
Radio Maria
Joanna Bogle

ST DOMINIC’S church in north London (nearest tube: Belsize 
Park) was never really on my map until a few years ago. But then, I was 

approached by the Dominicans there to help out – they were creating a ( now rather delightful ) Garden of 
the Luminous Mysteries alongside the church, and had the idea of a book explaining its story.

The Priory was established in the 19th century 
and has chapels dedicated to  the Mysteries of the 
Rosary. Then St John Paul established a fourth set of 
Mysteries…but it is not easy to build five new side-
chapels on to a massive neo-Gothic church on a 
restricted site along a main road. 

The Dominicans  came up with the idea of a garden, 
created out of a scruffy junk-strewn bit of wasteland 
alongside the church. And you can find out about the 
whole thing in my book : Transformed by Light, the 
story of London’s Rosary Shrine Garden (Gracewing 
Books. Foreword by George Weigel. Go on – do get a 
copy. Makes a good Easter gift).

And I suppose that would have been that, except that 
I started doing some History Walks from the church  
(lots to see locally: Hampstead Heath, links with all 
sorts of people including Lord Mansfield, General de 
Gaulle, and more…) and the Dominicans are thriving 
and I went to the splendid ordination of a young 
friend…and one way and another the Rosary Shrine 
became part of life.

Then Radio Maria arrived. It’s an excellent Catholic 
radio station, and I got involved and enjoyed doing 
broadcasts. The project, based in Cambridge, is rapidly 
expanding, and has just opened a London studio – and 
it’s based at the Rosary shrine. Radio Maria England 
(RME) is an independent  enterprise, funded by 
donations, and Fr Toby Lees OP is director. 

Which is why you will now hear me every Monday 
morning (9.30am) telling you “What’s on in the Church 
in Britain”, from the London studio. Obviously the 
work includes staying in contact with what’s happening 
– youth initiatives,  retreats,  processions, conferences, 

events of all sorts – and arriving each week with news 
and information. Which in turn means that one gets a 
lot of information.

Now: there are some big events coming up. Looking 
ahead to 2025, there will be a great gathering – note 
the date, February 22nd, with guest speakers including 
Bishop Robert Barron of Word on Fire. 

Looking less far ahead, there’s the calendar of 
Catholic events for the Spring and Summer, and there 
are a lot of them, and they get good numbers: New 
Dawn in the Church, held annually at Walsingham, the 
Faith Movement Summer gatherings for young people, 
events organised by the Celebrate Trust, to name just a 
few.  Then there are the various preparatory events for 
the 2025 Jubilee Year. And there are events organised 
by Radio Maria itself – in October I found myself 
walking through London’s Regent’s Park with a crowd 
of enthusiasts on their way to the Rosary Shrine, 
singing “Ave Ave Maria” and being videoed and 
photographed by other bemused users of the park…

Tune in to Radio Maria. You can get it on the 
internet, or on the radio, including in your car. Info 
here: radiomariaengland.uk – and from that link you 
can just click in and listen. 

You are invited to join the 
Rosary Fellowship
For full details and an application form 

please contact Barry Barnes at:  
rosaryfellowship@yahoo.com 

01328 853015 

Please could clergy bring this initiative to the attention of any of 
your people who do not have access to this publication

https://radiomariaengland.uk/
mailto:rosaryfellowship%40yahoo.com?subject=
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Snapdragon has been 
listening to public 
warnings!
“SEE IT, say it, sorted” Those of us who are regular users (or not so regular users) 

of public transport will no doubt be familiar with these cautionary words. You will 
usually be greeted with it as soon as you set foot on the railway platform, it comes before 
the announcement that the 8:50 has been cancelled or delayed because of shortage of staff, 
points failure, signal failure, previous train having broken down etc.

Now what is one 
to do while we await 

the arrival of our delayed train? 
Fear not, for now we have another 
announcement the next train will not 
be stopping here so would passengers 
take care that while it is whizzing 
through our station we stand 
behind the yellow line because of air 
turbulence. 

How lucky we are to have all this 
information. In the past innocent 
commuters standing perhaps at 
Stoke-on Trent would find themselves 
whisked off the platform only to find 
themselves sometime later falling 
through the air over Tunbridge Wells! Thousands lost 
their lives every year! It was a national scandal.

When we finally get on the train, after the customary 
apology that the train is two days late, we are told that 
if we see anything suspicious we should “See it, say it“ 
and the British Transport police will presumably sort 
it. Now we can sit back and enjoy our journey. Don’t 
you believe it! 

After a few minutes we look up at the illuminated 
sign with the message telling us that passengers should 
remain vigilant at all times and if we see something 
suspicious we should “See it…” You’ve got it. Why 
anyone uses public transport beats me, you take 
your life in your own hands even setting foot on the 
platform!

It would not be so bad if these constant warnings 
were restricted only to the dangers of the outside 
world, but no, there are dangers in our own homes! 
We must avoid them too. Labels are on everything; a 
bottle of wine telling us how many units we can safely 
drink; a tin of mushy peas telling us how much fat, 

sugars, salt, calories etc.

Now I ask. What is all this 
information for? Why all these dire 
warnings? Presumably to keep us safe 
and well so that we can live a long life 
and die when we are a hundred and 
eighteen in a nursing home, where 
the priest is never sent for, because 
the staff think it might upset the old 
person, and make them think about 
dying.

But what about our spiritual well-
being? What about the dire warnings 
we find in Holy Writ? What about the 
words of Our Blessed Lord?

There is something more than this earthly life. There 
is eternal life with Him or without Him. As C.S.Lewis 
once wrote, in the end there are only two kinds of 
people; those who say “Thy will be done” and those 
who say “my will be done”.

This Lent let us take to heart the words of scripture, 
warnings which will keep us really safe and well and 
will lead to eternal life.

“Watch, for you know neither the day or the hour”.
“Enter by the narrow gate”.
“Broad is the road that leads to destruction”.

We must always be vigilant for our adversary the 
devil is about, like a roaring lion seeking whom he 
may devour.

Let this Lent be a period of renewal for us, for 
“salvation is nearer now than when we first believed”.

“See it, say it, sorted” may be good worldly advice 
but “Hear it, heed it, hold it.” is better.
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St Brendan the Navigator 
Bryan Miller follows in the steps of St Brendan

ON THE outskirts of the ancient cathedral city of Elgin, at Birnie in the north of Scotland, is found an early 
Romanesque church, dedicated to the Irish Celtic missionary St Brendan. It was one of the first churches 

where the early bishops of Moray based their See.

The church remains much as it was when built in the 
early 12th century, and is noted for its beautiful Norman 
chancel arch and within the chancel can still be seen 
traces of the original painted consecration crosses. The 
site itself is very much older and known to be a place 
of worship from Celtic times and before that, there is 
evidence of pre-Christian use.

The church possesses one of the oldest Celtic bells in 
Scotland, known as the Ronal Bell, dating back to the 9th 
century and also a Norman font. Four of the windows 
have stunning modern glass, rich and luminous depicting 
local Celtic saints including St Brendan. These windows 
were created and made by Crear McCartney who trained 
with the monks at the nearby Pluscarden Abbey.

Birnie Kirk is the oldest continuously used church 
in Scotland, and has over the centuries been a place 
of worship for Catholics, Episcopalians and in the last 
centuries Presbyterians of the national church.

The church was restored in the closing years of the 19th 
century under the guidance of the Revd Dr James Cooper 
who was a leader of the Scoto-Catholic movement, a 
high church movement within the Presbyterian Church 
in Scotland, and a friend of many of the leading lights 
of the Tractarians south of the border. Indeed, in his 
lifetime he was known as ‘the Newman of the Scots Kirk’, 
spending much of his ministry endeavouring to restore 
a greater Catholic understanding to belief and worship 
within the Church of Scotland. Dr Cooper was equally 
concerned with the cause of unity, at a time when such 
things were far from fashionable.

Sadly, in the last few months the Church of Scotland 
has made Birnie Kirk redundant, to the great upset of 
many folks from all Christian traditions and none. There 
was a great sense of hurt and shock that such a thing 
could happen.

The Ordinariate in Scotland was asked if there was any 
way they might be able to help continue worship at the 
church, keeping the alive the unbroken record of ages. 
We were helped in our decision to respond to this request 
in the light of a declaration signed in 2022 between the 
Church of Scotland and the Catholic Church in Scotland 

known as ‘The St Margaret Declaration’. For the first time 
the two churches solemnly pledged to work together in 
the work of announcing the good news of the gospel to 
the people of Scotland.

We saw our involvement as an initiative of the 
declaration and from that it was decided that we would 
offer a weekly evening prayer according to Divine 
Worship Daily Office. The use of the office of Evening 
Prayer, a service of psalms and scripture and prayer, is 
something that unites all the various Christian traditions. 
The service is followed by coffee and cake and very 
quickly we have seen a real community begin to form. 

We have the support of the local churches and we have 
made sure that whenever we meet to worship, we don’t 
clash with the services of any other church in the locality. 
This community complements what is already being 
done in the individual churches while having a clear 
remit of praying for the unity of all and as St John Paul II 
said, ‘To believe in Christ is to desire unity.’

With the agreement of the Minster and the new 
Kirk Session of Elgin, the Ordinariate have been given 
permission to sing Mass in the church and we look 
forward to our first Mass which will be offered this 
month. We know that this regular Mass will be supported 
by our friends from the other traditions and will be, of 
course, offered for Unity.

The late Mgr Mark Langham in an essay on the role 
of the Ordinariate and Ecumenism said, ‘when I was 
working for the Pontifical Council for Christian Unity 
in Rome, the Ordinariate was at the top of the agenda 
of every ecumenical discussion, a new way of doing 
ecumenism’. I believe we might say that this is exactly 
what we are trying to achieve at Birnie, ‘a new way of 
doing ecumenism’ facilitated by the Ordinariate.



  March 2024 Page 7RTALTHE P

The Benedict XVI 
Memorial Lecture
Nicolas Ollivant, Chairman of the Friends of the Ordinariate writes:

FOLLOWING THE death of HH Pope Benedict XVI, the trustees of the Friends of the Ordinariate 
debated what they could do to commemorate his life because of his key role as the progenitor of the 

Ordinariates in the UK, the USA and Australia. We had planned to schedule a Requiem Mass but there were 
a number of them and, in any case, this would have been a one-off event. 

At the same time we were thinking how we might 
add to the discussion of the intellectual basis for the 
Ordinariates. There is a lot of practical work to be done 
supporting the Ordinariate in the UK but we should 
not lose sight of the purpose of it. 

This requires careful thought and some academic 
rigour. The reception of Mgr Nazir-Ali into the Church 
via the Ordinariate gives us access to a valuable 
academic resource so we invited him to give the first 
lecture in what we plan to be series of annual lectures. 

We decided that the establishment of an annual 
Benedict XVI lecture would serve two useful purposes. 
The first is to commemorate the life of a great pope and 
indeed of a great theologian. The second is to prompt a 
continuing discussion of the purpose and aims of the 
Ordinariate in the UK.

Jackie Ottaway and Ronald Crane write

THIS WAS too good an opportunity for us to miss! We, along with sixty or so others, all assembled 
in Our Lady and St Gregory Church, Warwick Street, London. After Evensong, Mgr Keith Newton, the 

Ordinary of the Personal Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham, introduced Mgr Michael Nazir Ali. Not 
that he needed any introduction, but it was helpful to be reminded of Father Michael’s journey, publications, 
posts and standing in the Church.

Fr Michael began with Anglicana Ecclesia or Ecclesia 
Anglicana, and its earliest use. He continued with the 
arrival of St Augustine from the south, Rochester, and 
St Justice, the first Bishop of Rochester who baptised 
the Anglo Saxons of the Medway; and the other 
mission from the north, the inheritance of the Irish 
monks who came to Iona and St Columba but then 
were sent across to Lindisfarne.

He traced the history of what we have come 
to call “Anglican Patrimony” to and beyond the 
Reformation. Fr Michael said, “Anglican patrimony 
has a great deal to offer the church in terms of 
the richness of worship, of music, on language, 
of resources that cannot be and should not be 
consigned to some kind of antiquarian interest.” He 

ended by stressing that this was ongoing work.

He closed by saying, “The Ordinariate with the 
generosity of Pope Benedict is a very important 
beginning in how the Catholic Church views diversity. 
The Catholic Church is a very diverse church; there are 
I think twenty-three Eastern Rite churches for a start, 
that all have their own Canon Law, their own liturgical 
traditions and so forth.” He mentioned the various 
rites in the West as well.

It was an important lecture, well worthy of its billing. 
One hopes it will be the first of many.

The full text of Fr Michael’s lecture may be found on 
The PorTal FaceBook page.
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A New Year’s Challenge!!
Fr Dwight Longenecker asks:
‘What I would do as a priest of the Ordinariate?’ 

I WAS ORDAINED as a priest of the Church of England in 1984 and served just over ten years as a 
curate, chaplain at Cambridge, and a country parson on the Isle of Wight.

In 1995, along with my wife and two young children, 
I was received into full communion with the Catholic 
Church, then after ten years living and working in 
England as a Catholic layman, the door opened for me 
to return to my native USA to be ordained through 
the Pastoral Provision as a priest for the Diocese of 
Charleston, South Carolina.

The year after my ordination as a Catholic priest, 
Pope Benedict XVI issued Anglicanorum coetibus 
creating the “Anglican Ordinariates.” Since then I have 
established friendships with priests in both the English 
and American ordinariates and have wondered what I 
would have done had we stayed in the UK.

What would the conditions be like, and what would 
I do? Firstly, I should set out the very different attitude 
to religion in the USA and the UK. Americans are 
entrepreneurial. We have get up and go because we 
are descended from people all over the world who had 
enough ‘get up and go’ to get up and go to the New 
World.

This “can do” attitude can be annoying to the 
English. It seems uppity. The typical Englishman is far 
more trusting and submissive to the authorities while 
the typical American has a streak of subversive “don’t 
tread on me” in his genetic code.

As a consequence of the English person’s natural 
submissiveness there prevails a sense that “someone 
somewhere in the hierarchy of the establishment 
will take care of things”. In societal terms this means 
“the government”. In ecclesial terms this means “the 
bishops”.

Therefore, if I were a priest in the Ordinariate of Our 
Lady of Walsingham, I would not be able to deny my 
American entrepreneurial spirit.

What would this mean in practical terms? Firstly, it 
means building from the ground up and starting small. 
I’d gather a group of like minded people into a private, 
domestic setting to recite Matins or Evensong. We’ 
woul work together to help all who felt called to come 
into communion with the Catholic Church through 

the Ordinariate’s magazine The PorTal.

I would help all who desired to understand the 
fullness of the Catholic faith and attempt to inspire 
in them the need for commitment, loyalty and a 
determination to bring the ordinariate community to 
the status of a parish. 

Realising that there may well be misunderstanding 
and downright opposition from both Anglicans 
and Catholics, I’d work with the people to nurture a 
respectful and obedient attitude while also encouraging 
the proper communication of criticism and correction 
where necessary. I’d avoid all bitterness or rancour 
towards the Church of England or Catholic bishops 
I may find uncongenial. A positive spirit builds up. 
There’s no sense in tearing down.

Before long, if I were ordained, we’d need an altar 
and location for Mass. I would first seek a relationship 
with the local Catholic bishop and priest. If they were 
not able to offer hospitality it could be that an Anglican 
priest or another Protestant minister would open the 
doors of their church to share their facilities. 

In my conversations with members of the 
Ordinariate it has been frustrating to hear how the 
warm words of ecumenical discussions evaporate 
when one asks for real, practical action and genuine 
ecumenical sharing!

Ø
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Part of the “entrepreneurial 
spirit” has to do with money. Here 
again the difference in American 
and British culture comes into 
play. Americans are not shy about 
money. We freely admit the cost 
of something and get on and raise 
the money for it. 

My English friends, on the other 
hand, are always embarrassed 
about money. The working classes 
pretend, as a matter of class pride, not to have any 
money, while the middle and upper classes consider 
discussions of money to be bad form.

If I were a priest of the Ordinariate I would have to 
take this particular bull by the horns. When it comes 
to church, English people think somebody else pays for 
it: the Church Commissioners, the Government, the 
Bishops, the King, the Duke of Nonesuch… whoever.

American Christians—from the very beginning—
realised that if they wanted a church they’d have to 
pay for it. If the Ordinariate is to survive and thrive, 
members will have to adopt the American attitude: 
“We need a church building and we need to pay our 
clergy. No one is going to do this for us. We’ll have to 
do this ourselves!”

So, having got my little group together, we’d have 
to become realistic about tithing and we’d be on the 
lookout for suitable premises. What would it be? 
Unfortunately stories abound of Anglican authorities 
who will not only not allow Ordinariate congregations 
to use their churches, but they actively prohibit the 
purchase of buildings they no longer need. How 
“ecumenical” is it to say to fellow Christians who wish 
to purchase a church you no longer need, “Sorry. We’d 
rather it became a mosque”?

I suspect the Anglican authorities had a similar 
attitude to the burgeoning Methodist movement in the 
eighteenth century. Given that the Anglican churches 
will not be available—not even the ones that are 
redundant— where would we find a building?

It would require some creative, entrepreneurial 
thinking. Maybe an old town hall or an old village 
school? A redundant Methodist church? Maybe an old 
railway station or disused United Reformed Church.

In my part of the world a young Ordinariate priest—
himself a former Methodist—worked with his budding 
congregation to purchase a former Missionary Baptist 
Church. On their own they have raised over $300,000 

to convert the old Baptist church 
building into St Edmund Campion 
Catholic Church, Fr Joshua and 
his folks rolled up their sleeves and 
converted the interior to a pleasing 
Catholic Church that seats about 
150. Young families are flocking to 
the church, hungry for traditional 
liturgy, faithful Catholic teaching, 
shared moral values and a small, 
but vibrant community.

What might be the impact of such an enterprise 
for the wider church—both Catholic and Anglican? 
First, I would say that the “entrepreneurial spirit” I am 
encouraging is an active and spirited embodiment of 
the ideals of the Second Vatican Council. In a small, 
but young and growing Ordinariate parish we see the 
laypeople fully involved in the life and mission of the 
church. Second, it should be an example of church 
growth and evangelisation for both Anglicans and 
Catholics.

I suspect those in authority viewed the establishment 
of the Ordinariate as a sop to a small group of 
disenchanted old people—folks who couldn’t manage 
to keep up to date. The experience instead is that 
Ordinariate worship (and other forms of traditional 
worship) is very attractive to young people. 

Here in the USA a young wife of a Protestant pastor 
has said, “In a fast changing, confusing and ambiguous 
world my generation of Evangelicals are fed up with 
hip hop, cool and ‘relevant’ churches. We’re looking 
instead for stability, liturgy, solid historical teaching 
and tradition.”

The evidence supporting this view is global: 
traditional religion prospers. Up to date religion is 
soon out of date and dated. Young people are drawn 
to the timeless and traditional and the Ordinariates 
of Our Lady of Walsingham and the Chair of St Peter 
can provide exactly that — if their members summon 
up an entrepreneurial spirit, roll up their sleeves and, 
with God’s help, make it happen.

Fr Dwight Longenecker’s conversion story 
There and Back Again 

chronicles his journey from USA 
to the Anglican Church, then back to be a 

Catholic priest in the USA. 
Available at Amazon.co.uk 

Follow Fr Dwight’s blog, 
browse his books  and be in touch at 

dwightlongenecker.com

https://www.amazon.co.uk/There-Back-Again-Somewhat-Religious/dp/1621646262/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1B53IX9IPQHFF&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.8LuwMSP271An_or-IAUEgy7pqCfvw_DZtAG7H9nBdfoR_TdLx5U9G61vT2ufMi3YuTh9bUgR696CxDDi6-XeUBeLdI6QxzPve4lRzbvyLVw.UQV5l8_S5VRFOlgE6ISx45y1K3Simx8XTwdVszQRZuY&dib_tag=se&keywords=there+and+back+again+Dwight+Longenecker&qid=1708623266&sprefix=there+and+back+again+dwight+longenecker%2Caps%2C100&sr=8-1
https://dwightlongenecker.com/
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Reporting from Rome
Fr Michael Halsall reports on an international conference in 
Rome on the important subject of Ongoing Formation of Priests

FROM THE 6th-10th February I represented the Ordinariate at an international conference in Rome, 
on the important subject of Ongoing Formation of Priests. The conference was convened by the Dicastery 

for Clergy, but sponsored also by the Dicasteries for Evangelisation, and the Eastern (Oriental) Churches, 
and it was a privilege to be invited. 

The brief for the conference was based on the 
words of St Paul: “Fan into a flame the gift of God 
that you possess” (2 Tim 1:6). Indeed, the positive and 
encouraging tone of the whole week highlighted a 
‘Christocentric’ approach to formation. All Christians 
are in a process of being ‘conformed to Christ’, and 
priests are so within their particular vocation, as are 
deacons and lay vocations. The notion that ‘men of a 
certain age’ cannot be formed is not one which is held 
by the Church.

Delegates as well as speakers came from all over 
the globe – over 300 in all, and we were grouped by 
language for sharing good practice from our various 
‘provinces’. Proceedings opened with an address 
given by the Prefect for the Dicastery for the Clergy 
- Cardinal Sik, followed by the opening mass in St 
Peter’s Basilica. Cardinal Sik was given the charge by 
Pope Francis upon his appointment that, “you are 
responsible that all the clergy in the world are happy”. 
Ongoing formation has this dimension in mind. 

Ongoing formation is not merely the acquiring of 
more ‘clerical knowledge’, but that the needs of clergy 
– basic and complex – are met, and they are cared for; 
not primarily to learn, but to share with others what 
the Lord has bestowed upon them in holy orders. 
Ongoing formation is not seeking perfection in clergy, 
but to assist how they respond to the world today.

A singular journey of Formation
It is important for priests constantly to remind 

themselves that formation is not merely identified 
with their time in seminary, and that ordination does 
not signify the ‘finishing line’ of formation; ordination 
does not make us automatically into saints (Directory 
on the Ministry and Life of Priests, Ch 3). 

It was highlighted that we sometimes fall into 
the ‘trap’ that we no longer need to dedicate time 
to study, reading, prayer and adoration, spiritual 
direction, devotions, and a simple lifestyle, once we 
are ordained. This can lead to an attitude of superiority 
and entitlement. This was highlighted by Cardinal 

Tagle, Prefect for the Dicastery for Evangelisation, 
and typifies what Pope Francis identifies broadly as 
‘clericalism’ (though thankfully the word was never 
used). 

It is because we are ordained that we should have a 
healthy acceptance of ongoing formation: The beauty 
of being disciples today derives from a singular, 
integral, communitarian and missionary formation 
(Ratio Fundamentalis Sacerdotalis 2016: Intro, para 3), 
and these were the themes for each successive day.

Communitarian Formation
Cardinal Rossi - Archbishop of Cordoba, Argentina 

- highlighted the high levels of fulfilment displayed 
in parish clergy worldwide, but this is sometimes at 
odds with the relationship between priests and their 
bishops. Bishops are too often seen as ‘company CEOs’, 
exacerbated by a generation gap in many countries. 
Young (under 30s) clergy often report issues relating to 
‘burn-out’; bishops often link this to a lack of resilience 
and unrealistic expectations of ministry. 

He led us in a study of St Paul’s 1st letter to Timothy 
(chapter 4), addressing issues of his [Timothy’s] youth, 
feeling unappreciated, failing in prayer and spiritual 
exercises, becoming unsure of the foundation of his 
faith. We have a duty to support our brother priests, 
even if it means exercising fraternal correction. As 
priests we belong to a group, and in moments of crisis 
and fragility we need someone to turn to – be it 

Ø
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a good spiritual 
director, or a 
trusted and friendly 
brother priest. 

Pope Francis 
reminds us that the 
opposite to fragility 
is rigidity; it keeps 
us apart from 
others, lacking 
tenderness, based 
upon irrational 
fear. This is an aspect of human formation and, if 
not addressed, can lead to narcissism and controlling 
behaviour, some of which has led to abuses in the 
Church. Fragility and fraternity make the priesthood 
credible, allowing honest exchanges of ideas, and 
arising out of true communion. Issues were raised in 
how we effectively help priests in crisis: spiritually, 
morally, physically, and emotionally.

The Most Revd José Romeo Juanito Lazo – Archbishop 
of Jarro in the Philippines – asked a number of pointed 
and honest questions relating to concerns by some 
that the priesthood needs ‘upgrading’. Priesthood is 
not a badge that we can take off; we are branded by the 
mission that is given to us at ordination. 

Why are so many priests refusing to serve as bishops 
(42% of those selected worldwide)? Is the inner life of 
a priest consistent with his outer public life? Does this 
figure betray a crisis in church leadership generally, 
as well as a crisis in priesthood? And this is from an 
archdiocese where there is a healthy surplus of priests. 
He ended his address with the injunction: “Bishops, 
love your priests, and be at home with them: Priests, love 
your bishops, and be at home with them”, to a rousing 
applause.

Feedback from clergy
Feedback from clergy in many contexts highlighted 

that there can be a danger in being too centred on 
‘doing’, and not ‘being’. This often causes spiritual 
fatigue, taking on the role of administration in addition 
or in place of their pastoral work. Ongoing formation 
should arise out of a desire to renew priestly spirituality, 
existential, and not a growing culture of social work 
and safeguarding (Directory on the Ministry and Life 
of Priests, Ch 2). 

Linked to this are the dangers of being too ‘self-
referential’, avoiding fraternity with other priests and 
deacons, and avoiding pastoral contact with one’s 
people and general public. This became especially 
apparent in priests from Brazil and Africa, many of 

whom might live 
up to 300 miles 
from their diocesan 
centre, where travel 
can be both arduous 
and dangerous.

Honest responses 
included issues 
s u r r o u n d i n g 
sexuality and 
celibacy, especially 
in relation to 

changing technologies in societies where there 
are high instances of immodesty and sexual laxity. 
How do we support priests who wish to be sexually 
virtuous, making celibacy and continence part of 
their sacrifice and joy? How might priestly fraternity 
(including fraternal correction) help priests who too 
often turn to pornography or ‘racy’ television films 
and programmes for recreation and comfort? Younger 
clergy are often better at negotiating these ‘pitfalls’ 
than their older brethren, because they have learnt 
the spiritual disciplines and virtues before and during 
their time in seminary.

Pray for your priests and vocations
The above jottings are a précis of my copious notes, 

but I thought it important to share them with the 
wider members and supporters of the Ordinariate, as 
I have already done so with my brother clergy. Priests 
are fallible; they both hurt and offend; they become 
tired and disillusioned, alongside the joys of their 
vocation. Many of our priests undergo crises of faith 
and identity at some stage in their lives, and have too 
few people to whom they can turn in honesty. 

Most of our priests have more than one ‘job’, often 
juggling competing priorities in a single day. Please 
pray for our priests, and for more gifted and robust 
vocations to the priesthood. We are very fortunate 
in the Ordinariate that we have some very talented 
and experienced seminarians at present, and others 
who are enquiring and going through a process of 
discernment. None of this happens without prayer, 
wisdom, and collaboration with a wide range of 
people. When discerning a vocation we have – as our 
Ordinary often remarks – only the laity to choose 
from. Out there are your next generation of priests, 
and I don’t believe that God has stopped calling men 
to this life.

Fr Michael Halsall is the Vicar for Vocations 
& Formation and a lecturer in Philosophy at 
Allen Hall Seminary. He may be contacted at 

frmichaelhalsall@gmail.com

mailto:frmichaelhalsall%40gmail.com?subject=
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Lent around the Ordinariate

LOTS OF special events, devotions and acts of 
worship for Lent in our Ordinariate churches. 

Check your local one for details.

Lenten Reflections

EWTN WILL be presenting a series of Lenten 
Reflections from Walsingham. The Reflection for 

the Fourth Sunday of Lent, Laetare Sunday, (10th 
March 2024) is offered by Fr Christopher Lindlar, a 
priest of the Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham.

Chrism Mass

THE ORDINARIATE Chrism Mass is on 
Thursday 21st March 2024 at 11.30am in Our 

Lady and St Gregory, Warwick Street, London.

The Ordinariate in Coventry

THE PRECIOUS Blood & All Souls Coventry: 
Solemn Evensong & Benediction, Monthly at 

7pm - Wednesday 20th March, Kingsland Avenue, 
Coventry CV5 8DX 0247 667 4161.

Husbands Bosworth

AFTER NEARLY 13 years Fr Matthew 
Pittam has left his parish in the Archdiocese 

of Birmingham to focus more fully on developing 
the Leicestershire Ordinariate Mission as we seek to 
become a parish of the Ordinariate. Please pray for 
him and his family at this time of change.

We sing Evensong every Wednesday at 6:30pm, 
led by Will Townsend who is in formation for the 

Ordinariates Permanent Diaconate. We celebrate 
the Triduum according to Divine Worship: The 
Missal. Holy Thursday: 7.30pm Mass of the Lord’s 
Supper, followed by watch until 10pm. Good Friday: 
3pm Liturgy of the Day. The Easter Vigil and First 
Mass of Easter at 8pm. Easter Day: 10am Mass. 
Accommodation is available in a nearby Christian 
Retreat Centre for those who wish to stay over for the 
Tridiuum. Details at fr.matthew.pittam@rcaob.org.uk

Scotland: Birnie Kirk by Elgin

YOU WILL have read about Birnie Kirk in 
Bryan Miller’s article on page 6. This Norman 

church was built no later than 1140 and almost 900 
years of uninterrupted Christian worship continued 
until the Church of Scotland decided to close it. While 
Presbyterian worship can no longer continue other 
Christians can use the church, and the local Ordinariate 
group was asked if they could help maintain the 900 
year span of unbroken Christian worship.

The first service of Evening Prayer from Divine 
Worship Daily Office was held at 7pm on a very cold, 
dark winter’s night last month and drew a congregation 
of 46 people from different traditions, Church of 
Scotland, Episcopalian and Catholic. Thanks to 
this agreement with the new Elgin Kirk Session, the 
ancient Kirk of Birnie now echoes to the sounds of 
Ordinariate worship.

The daughter of the great Rev Ronald Torrie, who 
was Minister of Birnie Kirk from 1956-86, said 
“You’ve tapped into something that transcends normal 
denominational worship and it’s all very exciting!”

News from the Ordinariate

Evening Prayer from Divine Worship Daily Office in Birnie Kirk near ElginEvening Prayer from Divine Worship Daily Office in Birnie Kirk near Elgin

mailto:fr.matthew.pittam%40rcaob.org.uk?subject=
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Bishop Kenneth Nowakowski
Jackie Ottaway and Ronald Crane meet Bishop Kenneth

IT WAS with mixed emotions that we made our way to Binney Street in London, just round the corner 
from Bond Street Underground Railway Station. It was the third time we had made the journey to interview 

Bishop Kenneth Nowakowski, the Bishop of the Ukrainian Catholic community in London, indeed in the 
UK. The first occasion was Russia’s unprovoked invasion of Ukraine and concerns for the many refugees 
coming to the UK. Our second interview was about the welfare of the folk still in Ukraine, and how they were 
coping with the war.

Now it was the beginning of the third 
year of this terrible and unnecessary 
war. We were pleased to be meeting 
Bishop Kenneth again, he is a lovely, 
warm, welcoming and holy man. But this 
pleasure was tempered by the awfulness 
of the reason for our visit - the war and 
its devastation. 

The Bishop ushered us into the 
comfortable room; making sure we had 
tea for Ronald and the Bishop, a glass of 
water for Jackie.

Bishop Kenneth began by giving us a 
summary of the position in Ukraine as we enter the 
third year of the war. “The position is very dynamic. 
Russia continues to use unprovoked violence against 
Ukrainian people.  It’s clear that especially in the last 
week, from interviews and things that Putin has given, 
his intent is to completely destroy Ukraine and the 
Ukrainian people.  The aggression, the war, the war 
crimes, the bombings continue daily.  People are being 
killed, soldiers are being killed and yes, in many ways 
it seems that the world has forgotten about the war. 
But we also know that Ukraine has not been forgotten 
by the world because we continue to receive support, 
especially here in the United Kingdom.  

“We know of the support of the Government and the 
Opposition, in standing with Ukraine; we know that 
our King also continues to pray for, and be concerned 
about, the fate of the people in Ukraine. Especially we 
know that the continuing support of the people of the 
UK for those who have arrived here since the outbreak 
of the wholesale invasion coming up to its second 
anniversary on 24th February continues to be very 
robust.  We know that the UK has welcomed well over 
260,000 displaced people who have fled from Ukraine.  
Many of those people came on the Homes for Ukraine 
scheme; more than 50,000 ordinary British citizens 
have opened their homes and their hearts to welcome 
these Ukrainians who have fled and have arrived here.  

They opened their homes and their hearts 
not just for a weekend but already some 
for over a year and a half.  Many of our 
Ukrainians who have arrived here have 
found employment, are in school and are 
doing relatively well.  

“Having said that, our biggest 
concern continues to be what’s going 
to happen in the future, especially with 
the Ukrainians who have arrived here.  
Those that arrived a year and a half ago 
were given humanitarian visas which 
allowed them to work, to participate in 
employment, education, access the NHS, 

but those humanitarian visas are due to expire in 2025. 
Although 2025 seems like a long way away, in order for 
people to prepare for their future they have to know, 
are they going to be asked to leave? If they are going 
to be leaving, where will they return home, especially 
if their homes have been destroyed, if their places of 
employment no longer exist, if there are no education 
facilities where they had lived previously? So, they 
need to come to some sort of understanding of what 
happens after 2025; it’s important.  

“People need to make housing arrangements and I 
think it’s going to be very difficult for people to receive 
leases if they can’t say what they’re going to be doing 
after 2025.  It’s hard for young people to know. Should 
I be preparing to go to college or university here or 
will I be able to study after 2025?  Those types of things 
are very important for us, so certainly the concern 
right now is gratitude first of all to the UK and the 
government for granting us these humanitarian visas 
that are for three years, but also concern as to what will 
happen after that.  

“Again, of the 260,000 people that have arrived here, 
many of those who are adults are gainfully employed, 
paying taxes, and on their own which is remarkable.  
Of those who are in school, we’ve had fabulous reports 
of children doing extremely well in school having Ø
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adapted and that’s a good thing as well, but parents 
need to think about what’s going to happen afterwards.  
So, those are some of the things that are happening 
right now.  

“Of course, we continue to see the destruction of 
civilian targets, not military targets, but of hospitals, 
schools, daycares and residential areas.  I think one of 
the challenges that remains for those who are still in 
Ukraine, working and struggling away, especially the 
school teachers, how difficult it is every time there’s 
an air raid siren having to collect the children and go 
into the bomb shelter.  That means that when they’re 
in the bomb shelter their minds are not thinking 
about education and then after they’ve been in the 
bomb shelter for fifteen minutes or two hours it’s hard 
to imagine that anybody’s in a right frame of mind 
to continue with school.  So, the process of school 
education is taking a great blow, not only on these 
children, but the stress that’s upon educators is very 
difficult.  Those who are in hospitals have to move 
their patients into bomb shelters; I’ve talked to some 
friends of mine who work in neo-natal clinics who 
have to take children out of incubators and carry them 
into the bomb shelters, a very, very hard thing to do.

“And then we also think of those people who are 
in occupied territories or those who are on the front 
line, the challenges of getting ordinary medicines 
that keep those of us in the West living, like insulin, 
like high blood pressure medicine, everyday things, 
the challenge of that.  One of the areas that I am 
very grateful for is the outpouring and response of 
people whenever we’ve made appeals for financial 
assistance to provide humanitarian aid packages to 
those especially in the areas on the conflict zone, food 
packages, hygiene packages, things like that have been 
so important.”

Jackie raised the problem of the people coming 
together again, God willing. Those in the war and 
those in England or wherever, coming together again 
and not understanding what the others have gone 
through.

Bishop Kenneth responded, “I think we’re already 
seeing that, not just outside Ukraine but also in 
Ukraine. Those whose homes and livelihoods have 
been destroyed in eastern and central Ukraine, and 
especially those in eastern and southern Ukraine by 
the bombs.  Those who reside closer to the western 
part of Ukraine where there have been bombings but 
not the same devastation.  So, the immediate effect of 
the war is experienced in Ukraine in different ways. 
But then those here in the West are experiencing the 
loss of communication with their loved ones, not being 

there. Having to adapt to new, although welcoming, 
strange situations.  I was recently talking with a 
young woman who is a medical doctor from Ukraine, 
quite a successful doctor. But, of course, she can’t get 
accredited here that quickly for all sorts of reasons. 
But she was able to get an appointment in the medical 
profession as an assistant health worker.  So, there’s 
that and you can imagine you’re a physician here in the 
United Kingdom and within two days you’re not able 
to practice medicine.  Or you’re a solicitor and you’re 
not able to practice, even a schoolteacher requires 
accreditation, and so that is their experience of life in 
the West.  This will end, God willing, and then it will 
be a challenge to go back and what will they go back 
to?  If their homes have been destroyed, if their cities 
no longer exist except for a pile of rubble; families have 
been broken up because of the distance, because of the 
circumstances.

“Because of modern technology we are able to be 
in contact with our friends and families in Ukraine 
on a daily basis but, of course there’s nothing like 
personal relationships.  Long distance relationships 
are challenging.”

We wondered about the position after the war. It will 
not just be the personal relationships that are going 
to need rebuilding. The cities are going to need to be 
rebuilt.  That means aid from countries like the UK, 
not just for the war.

Bishop Kenneth said, “I think that already, even 
last year, they’ve been talking about the plan for 
reconstruction and what that will mean.  I mean, we 
have to acknowledge that today that the most heavily 
mined area of the world is in eastern Ukraine.  This 
could take decades to remove some of the mines. Many 
are in some of the most fertile of soil in the northern 
hemisphere.  So, that’s a big thing and we also have the 
mining of the Black Sea so that will have to be taken 
care of.  Of course all of the infrastructure, not just 
the rebuilding of buildings, there’s also the roads, the 
electrical system, everything that we really take for 
granted here in the UK. Not forgetting the nuclear 
stations that are in Ukraine.  This is a constant threat, 
just because the conflict has ended, doesn’t mean that 
everything will be okay.  That is a challenge, I mean 
we look at even travel, it’s impossible to even fly in 
Ukraine because it’s a no-fly zone. Anybody wanting to 
go to Ukraine usually flies into Poland or Romania or 
perhaps Hungary, then crosses the border by land. But 
Ukraine is a huge, huge country, larger than Germany 
or France, so travelling from one end to the other is 
also a challenge.

“It’s going to be a big challenge, rebuilding Ø
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buildings, requiring bricks and 
mortar, the challenge of healing 
the wounds of war, for generations 
this will be affected.  You talk 
about your experience as children, 
decades after the war was finished, 
remembering, and no doubt 
hearing your parents talking 
about the Second World War and 
how that’s affected you.  One of 
the interesting things that I had 
thought was what is the comparison 
of the UK and Ukraine right now 
regarding war?  And I think, and 
I might be wrong and historians 
can certainly correct me on this, 
I think it’s probably been around 
a thousand years since the British 
Isles have had foreign occupation.” 
We like to think it was in 1066!

“So, the citizens of the UK really 
don’t know what it means to be 
occupied by a foreign power; 
Whereas Ukraine, over the past 
five hundred years, has had to 
endure foreign occupation. Since 1991 up until two 
years ago, (or actually 2014 is when the war really 
started with the annexation of the Crimean peninsula 
and the invasion of eastern Ukraine at the Donbas 
area), was really one of the only times in five hundred 
years that Ukraine could say it existed as a free and 
independent nation, not occupied by foreign powers, 
whether that foreign power was somewhat benevolent 
or a cruel dictatorship.  But Ukraine and Ukrainians 
have continued to exist even over the last centuries 
where culture, the language and the religious beliefs 
have been under severe attack by foreign invasion 
and domination.  Ukrainians continue to be resilient, 
continue to be a nation that will continue to exist.”

We asked about countries, allies, dithering about 
continuing support for Ukraine? The Bishop was 
unwilling to be drawn into a political question. But he 
did say, “I think that I have to have faith that people, 
whether they’re living in the United States of America, 
or whether they’re living in the European Union, or 
here in the United Kingdom, they’re recognising 
that this is not a Ukrainian war.  This is a war that is 
being waged by Russia against what we understand 
to be a democratic rule of law society. So the attacks 
on Ukraine are an attack on our way of life and our 
understanding, where rule of law, freedom of religion, 
freedom of speech is paramount.  The rhetoric and 
politics aside, I think people understand that Ukraine 
cannot lose.  It has to be a victory.  And when we’re 

talking about whether it should be 
a negotiated peace I think we have 
to take into consideration what 
that means, so when somebody is 
holding a knife to your neck do 
they want peace?  Or do they just 
want the war to end?  

“So if the war ends what does 
that mean?  If a war is being waged, 
God forbid, against the United 
Kingdom and half of the south of 
England was occupied, and at great 
cost being defended, how much of 
England would we be prepared 
to secede to the foreign occupier?  
Would that even be thinkable?  I 
think that with the amount of 
people who have died does that 
mean that today we would let a 
certain amount of territory of 
Ukraine go?  Does that mean 
that in ten years when Russia has 
been able to rebuild they can take 
another 15% of Ukraine?  This has 
to be a resounding defeat of Russia, 

and any thought of well, they can be negotiated with…”

We asked Bishop Kenneth about the health of the 
Faith in Ukraine during the war. He replied, “If we go 
back to our first interview, I think I may have said that 
2019 there was a sociological survey done that showed, 
I think it was something like 75% of Ukrainians show 
themselves religious people, believing in God. That is 
certainly, probably higher than we would have in the 
West. I don’t think that the war has curtailed religious 
belief, so to say has the activity of churches increased, 
the believers increased I would say the following, it 
hasn’t diminished.”

We asked Bishop Kenneth to comment on the morale 
of the people in Ukraine. He said, “At my last visit, 
before Christmas, I certainly did not see a decrease 
of resolve or commitment. I think we have feeling of 
exhaustion, but I wouldn’t say a low morale.  I think 
that in the first months we were experiencing both in 
Ukraine and certainly in the West a sense of shock and 
horror. I’m not saying that one can get used to air raid 
sirens or hearing the reports of people being killed 
or injured, but the resolve is still there.  I don’t think 
we can talk in terms of morale; I think we can talk in 
terms of “we have to get on with our life”.  Children 
are born, people pass away, lunch needs to be served, 
clothes need to be washed, roads need to be cleared 
of snow, rubbish needs to be collected, gardens need 
to be planted, and I think in the first stages of the 

Bishop Kenneth in UkraineBishop Kenneth in Ukraine
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initial attack you could become somewhat paralysed 
like “what do I have to do immediately” but then you 
also have to start thinking “this child is crying, why is 
it crying, it needs feeding, its diaper changed, it needs 
to be cuddled”.  And the same thing, I think that life 
continues to go on, even in this situation; I look back, if 
we can remember way back when we were under covid 
restrictions, somehow we managed to continue to live.  
And I think, is it challenging, yes, is it heartbreaking, 
yes.  When I have an opportunity to talk to those who 
have arrived, recently displaced Ukrainians that have 
come here a year and half or almost two years ago, they 
remain challenged because they’re separated, when 
they speak on a daily basis to their family and friends 
in Ukraine the separation is there, but the resolve has 
remained firm.”

Jackie asked how his folk feel when they hear the 
rhetoric coming out of the mouth of Putin?  “We didn’t 
start this, we had to go in and sort them out”.

“I think that for Ukrainians this didn’t start two 
years ago.  This didn’t start fourteen years ago. I think 
Ukraine and the Ukrainians have been trying to 
alert the world of what Putin has been saying. People 
decided that won’t happen.  It’s like we’re seeing visions 
in the volcano, we’re seeing smoke but lava won’t occur.  
Well, it has.”

Ronald reminded the Bishop of our last visit. He had 
recently visited Ukraine and he asked them if there 
was something that the group of people wanted to 
ask. A lady asked about how the King was coping with 
his grieving. “I found that incredibly moving, in the 
middle of a war and they’re worrying about us.”

“Last Friday we held a prayer service for the health 
of His Majesty the King and of course it went on 
Facebook, it went online and when I looked at some 
of the comments that were coming from the people in 
Ukraine it was absolutely wonderful, they were saying 
“we’re praying for the King as well” “we’re keeping the 
King in our prayers”.  I think people remember that 
six days after the full-scale invasion the then Prince 
of Wales visited us with the Duchess of Cornwall and 
then came to visit the Cathedral when he was King.  I 
think Ukrainians remember that and so for them when 
they heard he was having health problems prior to 
the announcement of cancer they felt a great warmth 
towards him.  With the announcement of him battling 
cancer Ukrainians feel very, very close and committed 
to praying for His Majesty’s return to good health.”

Jackie said, “The other side of the coin is that 
Ukrainians, living now in Britain or elsewhere in 
Europe, are hearing the soft talk coming about peace.  

Do they still encourage the people at home, you know, 
we’ve got to keep fighting and we can support you 
from here or are they beginning to think well, perhaps 
there’s something in this peace.”

“I think everybody wants peace. But peace without 
justice is capitulation and I don’t think anybody wants 
that.  I mean, why do Russians want peace?  So that 
they can return to the normal way of life as though 
nothing has happened.  Ukrainians want peace and 
assurance that there will be justice, that war crimes will 
be brought to justice, that this will not happen again.  
So, yes, I think everybody wants peace and would 
like to see it happen tomorrow, but I think that peace 
for Putin would mean the complete dissolvement of 
the Ukrainian people and Ukrainian state.  That’s not 
peace.”

Jackie pointed the Bishop to the future. “Is there any 
way you feel we, the church in the UK, can help?

“First of all the church in the United Kingdom, in 
England has continually helped.  I go to many Roman 
Catholic parishes and I always hear and see in their 
parish bulletins that we are praying for Ukraine.  
When I recently returned from abroad you still see 
signs in the airports in Ukrainian and English “We 
welcome you.  If you need help, this is where the 
helpdesk is.”  I think again that the outpouring of 
assistance, both humanitarian aid and moral support 
of those that are here but also through CAFOD has 
been outstanding.  So, I think the prayers that are 
offered are important, I think that the moral support 
that Ukrainians are receiving from the church here 
in England is remarkable.  Throughout our parishes 
and communities in England, Wales and Scotland 
we’ve seen when we have a prayer service for peace 
in Ukraine or a memorial service for those who have 
lost their lives, the support that have had from our 
neighbouring parishes and local Roman Catholic 
bishops and the Orthodox bishops as well, Archbishop 
Metropolitan Nikitas of the Greek Orthodox Church 
has been extraordinarily supportive of our Ukrainian 
people and has attended almost all of our services 
that we’ve had here at the Cathedral when we’ve been 
praying for peace.

“There is an extremely great amount of gratitude to 
the people of the United Kingdom for their unwavering 
support, generosity, support and kindness to those 
who have recently arrived here and for those who are 
still in Ukraine, gratitude to the Catholic Church in 
England and Wales for all of the things that they are 
doing by way of supporting Ukrainians here in the UK 
but also in Ukraine, the prayers that have been offered 
are most welcome.
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THIS MONTH’S DEVOTION HOLY FATHER’S INTENTIONS
Saint Joseph and all Fathers For the new martyrs:  We pray that those who risk their lives for 

the Gospel in various parts of the world inflame the Church with 
their courage and missionary enthusiasm.

1 F St David, Bp, Patron of Wales (Feast) The Church in and people of Wales
2 S Saturday in 2nd Week of Lent (Our Lady on Saturday) The Ordinariate Clergy Relief Trust
3 S X The Third Sunday in Lent Your Mission, Group or Parish
4 M Monday in the 3rd Week of Lent (St Casimir) The Revd Gordon Adam
5 T Tuesday in the 3rd Week of Lent (St Piran) The Revd Osmond Aisbitt
6 W Wednesday in the 3rd Week of Lent The Revd Nicolas Alldrit
7 T Thursday in the 3rd Week of Lent (Sts Perpetua & Felicity Ms) The Revd Scott Anderson
8 F Friday in the 3rd Week of Lent (St John of God, Rel) The Revd Peter Andrews
9 S Saturday in the 3rd Week of Lent (St Frances of Rome, Rel) 

(Our Lady on Saturday)
The Revd Lee Bennett

10 S X The Fourth Sunday in Lent (Mothering Sunday) Your Mission, Group or Parish 
11 M Monday in the Fourth Week of Lent The Revd Paul Berrett
12 T Tuesday in the Fourth Week of Lent The Revd Simon Beveridge
13 W Wednesday in the Fourth Week of Lent The Revd Len Black
14 T Thursday in the Fourth Week of Lent The Revd Timothy Boniwell
15 F Friday in the Fourth Week of Lent The Revd Stephen Bould
16 S Saturday in the Fourth Week of Lent (Our Lady on Saturday) The Revd David Boundy
17 S +The Fifth Sunday in Lent (Passion Sunday) Your Mission, Group or Parish

18 M Monday in the Fifth Week of Lent The Revd James Bradley
19 T St Joseph, Spouse of the BVM (Solemnity) All Fathers
20 W Wednesday in the Fifth Week of Lent The Revd Allen Brent
21 T Thursday in the Fifth Week of Lent The Revd Mgr John Broadhurst
22 F St Mary in Passiontide Survivors of sexual abuse
23 S Saturday in the Fifth Week of Lent The Revd Tim Bugby
24 S X Palm Sunday (Second Sunday in Passiontide) Your Mission, Group or Parish
25 M Monday in Holy Week All who are Excommunicated
26 T Tuesday in Holy Week All Penitents
27 W Wednesday in Holy Week All Confessors
28 T Maundy Thursday All Communicants
29 F Good Friday All who have rejected God
30 S Holy Saturday am: All in Purgatory - pm: Easter Joy!
31 S X Easter Day Your Mission, Group or Parish

Listen to the Portal Podcast every Saturday 

from 6pm at www.portalmag.co.uk

The PorTal 
relies on regular donations 

from YOU, our readers.  
Please help us by making 

a secure donation through 
CAF online. 

Just point your smart phone 
or device on the QR code 

and help us continue our work. 
Thank you.

http://www.portalmag.co.uk
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BIRMINGHAM St Margaret Mary, 59 Perry  
Common Road, Birmingham B23 7AB  MASS: Sunday: 
11am (Divine Worship). CONTACT: Fr Simon Ellis: 
0121 373 0069 - birmingham@ordinariate.org.uk

BRISTOL St Joseph, Camp Road, Weston-super-
Mare BS23 2EN  MASS: 2nd Sunday 12 noon (Divine 
Worship), followed by shared lunch and Benediction 
at 2:30pm (subject to change in the summer months)  
CONTACT: Fr Bernard Sixtus: 07720 272137 - 
bristol@ordinariate.org.uk

CHELMSFORD Blessed Sacrament, 116 
Melbourne Avenue, Chelmsford CM1 2DU  MASS:  
Sunday: 9.30am and 11.30am, (on 1st Sunday of 
the month, specifically Ordinariate), also on Mon 
to Sat at 9.15am with RC community  CONTACT: 
chelmsford@ordinariate.org.uk

CHICHESTER St Richard,  Cawley Road 
Chichester PO19 1XB  MASS: Saturday 4.15pm 
(Divine Worship)  CONTACT: Fr Simon Chinery: 
07971 523008 - chichester@ordinariate.org.uk

CORNWALL For up to date  information about 
the Cornwall Group, please CONTACT: Fr David 
Lashbrooke: 01803 329703 or 07847 222030 - 
cornwall@ordinariate.org.uk

COVENTRY The Precious Blood of Our 
Lord Jesus Christ & All Souls, Kingsland 
Avenue, Earlsdon, Coventry CV5 8DX  MASS: 
Sundays 11.15am, Mon-Wed 9.30am, Thu 7.30pm, 
Fri 7.30am, Sat 9.30am - all Masses currently live 
streamed  CONTACT: Fr Paul Burch: 02476 674161 
- paul.burch@ordinariate.org.uk

DARLINGTON St Osmund, Main Rd, 
Gainford, County Durham DL2 3DZ MASS: 
Sundays: 9.30am and 11.30am (Divine Worship); 
Tues: 10am; Fri: 11.45am Sext, 12 noon (Divine 
Worship). CONTACT:  Fr Thomas Mason: 07876 
308657 - info@ordinariate-darlington.co.uk - www.
ordinariate-darlington.co.uk

DERBY/NOTTINGHAM Our Lady and 
St Thomas, Nottingham Road, Ilkeston DE7 5RF 
MASS: Sat before 1st Sun 6.30pm (Divine Worship), 
Thu 9.15am (Divine Worship) St Paul, Lenton 
Boulevard, Nottingham NG7 2BY  MASS: Sun 

6pm (Divine Worship).  CONTACT: Fr Andrew 
Harding 01159 325642. Fr Christopher Cann: 01889 
569579, Fr David Jones: 01162 302244 - derby-
nottingham@ordinariate.org.uk

EASTBOURNE Christ the King, 3 Princes 
Road, Langney, Eastbourne BN23 6HT MASS: 
Sunday 4pm, Thur 7pm (both Divine Worship)  
CONTACT: Fr Neil Chatfield: 07718 123304 - neil.
chatfield@eastbourneordinariate.org.uk- www.
eastbourneordinariate.org.uk

EXETER Holy Cross Topsham, 17 Station Road, 
Topsham, Exeter EX3 0EE MASS: 1st Saturday 12 noon 
(Divine Worship)  CONTACT: Fr Colin Furness: 
01392 879264 - 07720 784219 - colinfurness237@
btinternet.com

FOLKESTONE/DOVER St Paul’s, 103 Maison 
Dieu Road, Dover CT16 1RU MASS: Sunday: 11.30am 
(with parish) CONTACT: Fr James Houghton - 
folkestone@ordinariate.org.uk

HARLOW The Assumption of Our Lady, 
Mulberry Green, Old Harlow, Essex CM17 0HA  
MASS: Sunday: 10am and 6pm (Divine Worship 
1st Sun), Wed 10am (Divine Worship). Check 
bulletin at www.catholicchurchoftheassumption.co.uk 
or CONTACT: Fr John Corbyn: 01279 434203 - 
john.corbyn@btinternet.com 

HEMEL HEMPSTEAD St Paul’s, (Anglican) 
Solway, Hemel Hempstead HP2 5QN  MASS: Sunday: 
9.15am  CONTACT:  hemel.hempstead@ordinariate.
org.uk

ISLE OF WIGHT St Thomas of Canterbury, 
Terminus Road, Cowes PO31 7TJ  MASS:  (Divine 
Worship) for details, CONTACT: Fr Jonathan Redvers 
Harris: 01983 292739 - frjonathanrh@btinternet.com

LONDON CENTRAL Our Lady of the 
Assumption and St Gregory, Warwick Street, 
London W1B 5LZ  (Nearest tube: Piccadilly) MASS: 
Sunday: 10.30am Solemn Mass with choir, Weekdays: 
8am and 12.45pm (all Divine Worship), Sat 6pm 
(Novus Ordo), Feasts and Solemnities as advertised.  
CONTACT: Fr Mark Elliott-Smith 07815 320761 - 
markelliottsmith@rcdow.org.uk

Ordinariate Mass times
Where to find us at prayer in England, Scotland and Wales

Ø
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LONDON LEYTONSTONE St John 
Vianney, 1 Stoneleigh Road, Clayhall, Ilford IG5 
0JB MASS:  Sunday: 9am, 10am, 4.30pm Adoration, 
5pm (Divine Worship), Daily: 8.30am Adoration, 
9am Mass, 5.30pm Evening Prayer. CONTACT: 
Fr Rob Page: 020 8550 4540 - vianney.clayhall@
btinternet.com

LONDON SOUTH  Most Precious Blood, 
O’Meara Street, The Borough, London SE1 1TE  MASS: 
Sunday: 9.30am, 11am; Tues-Fri 12.35pm, Thur (term 
time) 6.30pm (Divine Worship); Sat 10am (Divine 
Worship); Holy Days: 6.30pm (Divine Worship); 
Evensong: Thur 6pm (term time); Confessions: Tues-
Fri 12 noon  CONTACT: Fr Christopher Pearson 
0207 407 3951 - parish@preciousblood.org.uk - www.
preciousblood.org.uk

LONDON WALTHAMSTOW Christ the 
King, 455 Chingford Road, Chingford, E4 8SP  MASS: 
Sunday: 11am  CONTACT: Fr David Waller: 020 8527 
4519 - walthamstow.south@ordinariate.org.uk

MAIDSTONE  St Mary, Nettlestead, Maidstone 
ME18 5HA  MASS: Sunday 9.30am. CONTACT: Fr 
Alastair Ferguson: 01892 838230 - 07887 925356 
alastair.ferguson@ordinariate.org.uk

MANCHESTER St Margaret Mary, St Margaret’s 
Road, New Moston M40 0JE  MASS: Sunday: 10.30am 
(Divine Worship) MASS during the week: please 
check the Sunday notices on the website  CONTACT: 
Fr Andrew Starkie: 0161 681 1651  - manchester@
ordinariate.org.uk - www.ordinariatemcr.com

NORTHAMPTON Our Lady of the Sacred 
Heart, 82 Knox Road, Wellingborough NN8 1JA  
MASS: First Saturday of the month: 6pm (Sung Mass) 
CONTACT: Mgr John Broadhurst: 01933 674614  - 
frjohnbroadhurst@btinternet.com

OXFORD Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, 
Oxford OX1 4LD MASS: Saturday (of Sunday) 5pm 
(Divine Worship), Sunday 11.15pm, Wed 9am, 
Thu 7.30pm (Divine Worship), 8pm Adoration & 
Confessions, 9.40pm Compline and Benediction, 
Fri 12.30pm (Latin), Sat 9am  CONTACT: Fr 
Daniel Lloyd: 01865 437066 - daniel.lloyd@
ordinariate.org.uk

PLYMOUTH St Edward the Confessor, Home 
Park Avenue, Peverell, Plymouth PL3 4PG  MASS: 
Sunday 11.30pm, Fri 12 noon (both Divine Worship) 
CONTACT: Fr Ian Hellyer: 01752 600054 - ian@
hellyer.org

PRITTLEWELL Sacred Heart, 418 Southchurch 
Road, Southend-on-Sea, Essex SS1 2QB MASS: Sunday 
9am, Holy Days of Obligation 12 noon (Divine 
Worship) CONTACT: Fr Michael Halsall: 01702 
466998 - frmichaelhalsall@gmail.com

RAMSGATE Shrine of St Augustine, St 
Augustine’s Road CT11 9PA  MASS: Friday 5pm 
(Divine Worship), Sun 12 noon with the parish 
(Latin EF)  CONTACT: Fr Simon Heans: 07305317642 
- office@augustineshrine.co.uk 

PORTSMOUTH St Agatha, Cascades Approach, 
Portsmouth PO1 4RJ MASS: Sunday 8am (Latin), 
11am (Solemn), Mon, Fri (Requiem) and Sat 11am 
CONTACT: info@stagathaschurch.co.uk - www.
stagathaschurch.co.uk

READING St James, Abbey Ruins, Forbury Road, 
Reading, Berkshire RG1 3HW (next to old Reading Gaol)  
MASS: Sunday: 9.15am.  CONTACT: Fr David Elliott: 
07973 241424 - reading@ordinariate.org.uk

SALISBURY St Osmund, Exeter Street, 
Salisbury SP1 2SF   MASS: Sunday: 12.30pm, 
Wed: 7pm. CONTACT: Fr Jonathan Creer: 07724 
896579 - jonathan.creer@hotmail.co.uk - www.
salisburycatholics.org/ordinariate

SOUTHEND St Peter’s Eastwood, 59 
Eastwood Rd North, Leigh on Sea SS9 4BX MASS: 
Sunday: 9am, 10.30am, Mon 7pm, Tues, Wed, Fri 
9.30am, Thur 11am, Sat 10am (Divine Worship) 
and 5.30pm (Vigil) CONTACT: Fr Jeffrey 
Woolnough (Group Pastor) fatherjeffw@gmail.
com, Fr Bob White: 01268 543910 - pilgrimclub@
waitrose.com, Dcn Richard Cerson: 07910 388795 
- rcerson@gmail.com  - www.stpetereastwood.org - 
www.jeffwoolnougholw.blogspot.co.uk

TORBAY Our Lady of Walsingham with St 
Cuthbert Mayne, Old Mill Road, Torquay TQ2 6HJ 
MATTINS: streamed Tues-Fri: 7.50am, Sat, Sun: 9am  
MASS: Sunday: 10am, Mon: 12 noon, Tues: 6.30pm,  
Wed-Sat: 10am, Solemnities 7pm (All masses are 
streamed except on Monday)  PARISH PRIEST: Fr 
David Lashbrooke: 01803 329703 or 07847 222030 - 
lashy@me.com -  www.ourladytofwalsingham.online 
for up to date information and for streaming.

WALSINGHAM The Annunciation, Friday 
Market, Walsingham NR22 6AL  MASS: 1st Sunday: 
2pm (Nov-Mar), 3pm (Apr-Oct) (Divine Worship), 
2nd Sun: Evens and Benediction, 4pm at Our Lady 
of Pity, Swaffham, 4th Sun: Mass: Holy House, 
The Annunciation, Kings Lynn at 2pm. (3pm Ø
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April to October). Live streamed. CONTACT: Fr 
Gordon Adam: 01553 777428 - gordonadam1962@
btinternet.com Dcn Shaun Morrison: 07880 600094 
- shaunmorrison1975@btinternet.com

SCOTLAND  -   www.ordinariate.scot
INVERNESS Oratory of St Joseph, 49 Laurel 
Avenue, Inverness IV3 5RR  MASS: Sunday: 11am, mid-
week Mass: Tues, Fri at 11.15am - please check times and 
days at: www.ordinariate.scot  (all Divine Worship) 
CONTACT: Fr Len Black: 01463 235597 - 07836 
365719 - fr.len@ordinariate.scot

WHITHORN  St Martin and St Ninian, George 
Street, Whithorn DG8 8PZ  MASS: Wed 10.30am 
(Divine Worship); Stonehouse Mill, Sorbie DG8 
8AN MASS: 1st Sunday 10.30am (Divine Worship); 
3rd Sunday 11am at Rockcliffe (contact Fr Simon for 
directions), CONTACT: Fr Simon Beveridge: 01988 
850323 - whithorn@ordinariate.scot

EDINBURGH St Patrick, 5 South Grays Close,  
Edinburgh EH1 1TQ  MASS: 2nd Sunday: 12.30pm 
(Divine Worship) CONTACT: Fr Len Black: 01463 
235597 - fr.len@ordinariate.scot

BY ELGIN St Brendan, Birnie Kirk, Elgin IV30 8SU  
MASS: last Saturday: 12 noon (Divine Worship), 
Evening Prayer: every Wednesday at 7pm CONTACT: 
Fr Len Black: 01463 235597 - fr.len@ordinariate.scot

NAIRN  St Mary, 7 Academy Street, Nairn IV12 
4RJ MASS: 1st Mon 10am (Divine Worship) 
CONTACT: Fr Cameron Macdonald: 01667 453867 - 
nairn@ordinariate.scot

WALES: SOUTH EAST Ss Basil & Gwladys, 
Tregwilym Road, Rogerstone, Newport NP10 9DW  
MASS: Sunday: 11am (Divine Worship)  CONTACT: 
Fr Bernard Sixtus: 07720 272137 - wales@ordinariate.
org.uk - www.ordinariate.org.uk/groups/wales-se.php

w ww.ordinariate.org.uk

w ww.ordinariate.org.uk

VISIT
VISIT

The Ordinary’s Diary   –   March 2024
The Rt Revd Mgr Keith Newton 

The Presbytery, 24 Golden Square, London W1F 9JR         Tel: 020 7440 5750
Email: keith.newton@ordinariate.org.uk         Website:  www.ordinariate.org.uk

3rd  10.30am  Solemn Mass, Our Lady of the Assumption, Warwick 
Street, London W1B 5LZ

10th  10.30am  Solemn Mass, Our Lady of the Assumption, Warwick 
Street, London W1B 5LZ

16th  12 noon Mass, Markenfield, Yorkshire HG4 3AD
16th  6.00pm  Mass, St Mary’s Barnard Castle DL12 8NQ
17th  9.30am  Mass, St Osmund, Gainford DL2 3DE
17th  11.30am  Ordinariate Mass, St Osmund, Gainford DL2 3DE
21st  11.30am Chrism Mass celebrated by H.E. the Apostolic Nuncio, Our 

Lady of the Assumption, Warwick St, London W1B 5LZ

24th 10.30am Palm Sunday Liturgy, Our Lady of the Assumption, 
Warwick Street, London W1B 5LZ

28th 6.30pm  Solemn Mass of the Lord’s Supper, Our Lady of the 
Assumption, Warwick Street, London W1B 5LZ

29th 3.00pm Solemn Liturgy of the Passion, Our Lady of the 
Assumption, Warwick Street, London W1B 5LZ

30th 8.00pm The Easter Vigil, Our Lady of the Assumption, Warwick 
Street, London W1B 5LZ

31st 10.30am Solemn Mass of Easter Day, Our Lady of the Assumption, 
Warwick Street, London W1B 5LZ

The Bulletin on Divine Worshiprship 
A quarterly publication for our clergy 

and those interested in liturgy. 
It is intended to help, guide and plan 

the liturgical life of Ordinariate parishes 
and communities. 

Find it at 
www.ordinariate.org.uk

> NEWS > Bulletin

THE ORDINARIATE DEANS
Midlands & the North
Fr Andrew Starkie 
Telephone:  0161 681 1651        
andrew.starkie@ordinariate.org.uk

The South West & Wales
Fr David Lashbrooke
Telephone:  01803 391703  
david.lashbrooke@ordinariate.org.uk

South East & Scotland
Fr David Waller, V.G.
Telephone:  02085 274519  
david.waller@ordinariate.org.uk

PLEASE help us keep these pages up to date by letting us know of any changes you know of . . . 
please email:  info@portalmag.co.uk
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... continued at the foot of the next page Ø 

Religion in schools is too 
important to marginalise
Mgr Michael Nazir-Ali: The recent debate over Michaela School’s 
ban on prayer raises profound questions about spiritual education - 
this article was first published as a Times Credo on Saturday January 27 
2024, and is reproduced here with the paper’s kind permission

MUCH INK has already been spilt about the decision by Michaela School in northwest London to ban 
Muslim pupils from praying during school hours. I agree that the school authorities are within their 

rights to disallow any activity that disrupts the delivery of education and separates one religious or racial 
group from others in ways that jeopardise the ethos of the school.

There are some, however, who are using this situation 
to marginalise religion in schools altogether. As it was 
put to me, “Let’s kick religion out of schools!”. This 
would be unfortunate because, for better or worse, 
religion plays a huge role for many in terms of their 
personal identity.

It is also a significant force in world affairs, which 
cannot be understood without reference to it, and 
many humanitarian, peacemaking and developmental 
charities have a religious basis to them.

Successive Education Acts have required the teaching 
of religious education in our schools. Such teaching 
is not propaganda, as some claim, but the acquiring 
of necessary knowledge by pupils. At present in state 
schools without a religious foundation, the syllabus is 
locally agreed, keeping in mind the religious make-
up of a particular community and with the advice of 
multi-faith SACREs (Standing Advisory Committees 
on Religious Education).

There is, at present, a campaign to replace religious 
education (RE) with teaching on “religion and world 
views”. The content for this would be nationally, rather 
than locally, determined. The adoption and observance 
of religion is not just about having a “world view”. It 
has to do with every aspect of a believer’s life; rites of 
passage at birth, marriage and death, the celebration of 
festivals, rituals of worship and prayer are all involved. 
It is very important for pupils to learn about their 
own faiths and those of their neighbours if they are to 
develop a rounded view of the communities in which 
they live. This is also true of the world in which they 
will have to live and which they need to understand.

For these reasons, the law in this country requires that 
the teaching of RE should have Christianity as a main 
focus, because of its influence over the centuries on 

our institutions, the law, literature, art and architecture 
and much else. At the same time, it also provides for 
the teaching of other religions in proportion to their 
presence here or their importance globally. For these 
reasons, the involvement of local faith communities is 
vital in delivering an effective RE syllabus but national, 
and indeed global, input is also necessary. 

It is good for pupils to learn about “world views”, 
such as Marxism or humanism, but this can be done, 
for example, in the course of teaching history, social 
studies or philosophy, and is a world away from the 
teaching of religion.

The law also provides for the holding of assemblies 
in schools for the spiritual formation of pupils. Given 
the history of these islands, they are to be of a wholly 
or mainly Christian character, while taking account 
of other faiths that may be present in the school and 
the local community. Some feel that this is a circle 
that cannot be squared, and lack of resources and 
commitment mean that the law is honoured more 
in the breach than in the observance. This is tragic 
because it means that the spirituality of pupils is left 
undeveloped and unchallenged.

Every school needs to find a way of delivering 
assemblies that honour the law, as well as being sensitive 
to the make-up of the local community. Churches, 
faith communities and voluntary organisations should 
stand ready to provide the expertise and resources 
schools sometimes lack.

A third of Britain’s schools have a religious 
foundation, mainly Church of England or Roman 
Catholic. Many of these are oversubscribed and deliver 
excellent results. Their faith ethos does not interfere 
with excellence but, rather, contributes to it.
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Religion in schools is too important to marginalise ... continued from page 17

Where the church schools are concerned, they are 
open to the wider community, in which they are set, 
and often have many children belonging to other faith 
traditions, as their parents and guardians prefer their 
children to go to a faith school, even one different 
from their own tradition. Pupils of all faiths, at these 
schools, are generally well catered for in terms of their 
spiritual and religious needs.

Having a particular religious foundation does not 
mean that a school cannot be inclusive in its intake 
and treatment of pupils from a variety of backgrounds. 
A secular school, similarly, must provide what the law 
requires in terms of RE and assemblies and for the 

all-round development of its pupils, including their 
spiritual formation and maturing.

The situation at Michaela School has raised profound 
questions for the place of religion in schools. They 
should be addressed by the Department of Education 
and the schools themselves in ways that avoid conflict 
and ideological extremism, and ensure the effective 
delivery of education.

Monsignor Michael Nazir-Ali is the former Anglican 
bishop of Rochester  and now a Roman Catholic 

prelate. He is director of the Oxford Centre for 
Training, Research Advocacy and Dialogue



  March 2024 Page 19RTALTHE P

Aid to the Church in Need

30 Christians dead in 
Gaza since the war started
Amy Balog

A TOTAL OF 30 Christians have lost their lives because of the conflict in Gaza, according to Church 
sources. Out of about 1,000 Christians remaining, 19 have been killed by military action and 11 have 

died because of a lack of medical care in the four months since the war began.

Two women were shot dead by sniper fire at the Holy 
Family Catholic Church, Gaza City, last December. At 
the parish, a priest and seven religious sisters have 
been looking after 560 Christians – including 140 
children and 84 people over the age of 65. In October, 
17 people were killed while taking refuge at nearby St 
Porphyrios Greek Orthodox Church, when rockets 
hit the compound during an aerial attack on a Hamas 
command post.

A further 11 Christians have died from chronic 
illnesses left untreated because of the growing 
humanitarian crisis. One of them, 48-year-old Hani 
Abu Daud, passed away after hospitals became unable 
to provide dialysis treatments due to a lack of fuel and 
electricity.

George Akroush, director of the Project Development 
Office at the Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem, told 
Catholic charity Aid to the Church in Need (ACN) 
that the situation is deteriorating by the day. Food and 
fuel are becoming increasingly difficult to come by and 
no fully functional hospitals are left in the Gaza Strip, 
according to the World Health Organization.

Water pumps have also stopped functioning, so 
residents have to try to manually extract water from 
wells, according to Mr Akroush. He said: “Hygiene 
has become a serious issue, especially for the children, 
who are falling ill because of lack of water and basic 
supplies, such as flour and diapers.”

He highlighted that those sheltering in the churches 
have to exercise extreme caution when stepping outside 
because “any suspicious or dangerous movement will 
put your life at risk and might be your last. After four 
months under siege, they are tired, and many are sick.”

Mr Akroush added that the mass destruction of homes 
and infrastructure makes the future of Christianity 
in the Gaza Strip uncertain. He said: “They say that 

62 percent of the houses have been totally destroyed, 
and that reconstruction will last until 2093 according 
to some International and United Nations agencies 
active on the ground.

“With all of this, one has to ask what future is there 
for Christians in this country? What is going to 
happen? Nobody knows.

“Please, pray for us, do not forget the suffering of the 
Christians in this part of the world.”

International Catholic charity ACN has helped 
the Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem to provide food 
coupons, medical aid and assistance with housing 
costs and tuition fees for Christians in Gaza, the West 
Bank and East Jerusalem.

The charity supported the Patriarchate with 
£430,000 (€500,000) between January and April 2024, 
bringing the combined total amount of help given 
since last October to nearly £600,000 (€700,000).

Amy Balog is Press Officer
 for Aid to the Church in Need  

acn@acnuk.org  www.acnuk.org 
or call 020 8642 8668

Explosions around the Holy Family Church in Gaza (ACN)Explosions around the Holy Family Church in Gaza (ACN)

mailto:acn%40acnuk.org?subject=
http://www.acnuk.org
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Praying in the Triduum
Dr Simon Cotton

LIKE OTHER parts of France, Normandy 
suffered during the Hundred Years War. Louviers 

was fought over by the armies, and indeed occupied 
by English forces for thirty years from 1419. The town 
and church were rebuilt after the recapture. New bells 
were put in the church tower in 1447-1453, then they 
set about the body of the church; from the outside 
it is hard to see that it has a 12th-13th century core. 
Its south side is justly famous, vividly described by 
Percy Dearmer in one of his purple passages: “Before 
us is the south aisle, a wonderful efflorescence of stone 
which culminates in the porch. There Flamboyance 
displays itself for all it is worth”.

The English armies are long gone, but a little bit 
of England remains in this church. At the time of 
the Hundred Years War, English alabaster carving 
flourished, especially in the East Midlands. Though 
there were important quarries at Chellaston and 
Tutbury in Derbyshire, and it is now thought that 
Burton-upon-Trent was a most important centre, these 
artefacts are commonly referred to as ‘Nottingham 
Alabasters’. They were exported, particularly to France, 
and even to Iceland. At the Reformation, most English 

examples were destroyed, though some were buried or sold 
abroad.

At Louviers, the retable in the south chapel features 
several Holy Week scenes of this genre; two are shown here. 
Prominent among the crowd surrounding the Crucifixion 
are Our Lady, supported by John, the Beloved Disciple. Two 
other holy women are in attendance, as are two soldiers, one 
of whom, Longinus, points his lance towards Christ’s side. 
Two angels with chalices catch the Precious Blood from the 
wounds in His hands and a third collects from His feet.

The Resurrection scene shows Christ, a shroud loose on 
His shoulders, flourishing His triumphal cross and stepping 
from His tomb onto the shoulder of a recumbent soldier. 
Three other soldiers are in attendance; their armour enables 
dating of circa 1380-1400.

Catholic symbolism is universal – these carvings would 
have meant the same to the English workers who carved 
them as to the people of a small Normandy town who 
worshipped before them at Mass.
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Our window on the CofE
Safeguarding and 
Living in Love and Faith
Fr Paul Benfield

I AM WRITING this piece a few days before the General Synod is due to meet for five days in London. By 
the time you read it Synod will be over and anything may have happened! The two particularly controversial 

items which will be discussed are safeguarding and Living in Love and Faith, but there will also no doubt be 
many questions about the involvement of the Revd Paula Vennells, former CEO of the Post Office, with the 
Church of England.

Last July the Archbishops’ Council commissioned 
two pieces of work on safeguarding. The first was an 
independent ‘lessons learned’ review to establish the 
full facts of the events leading to the termination 
of the contracts of members of the Independent 
Safeguarding Board. This was undertaken by Sarah 
Wilkinson of Blackstone Chambers and I wrote about 
it in the January edition of the Portal. The second was 
an independent programme to develop proposals for 
a fully independent structure to provide scrutiny of 
safeguarding in the Church of England. 

This is led by Professor Alexis Jay and I am told that 
it will be published two days before Synod, too late for 
questions and not enough time for members to read 
and consider it. I do not know whether this timing is 
as a result of conspiracy or incompetence, but it does 
nothing to re-establish trust between Synod members 
and the Archbishops’ Council.

It is important to note that IICSA (Independent 
Inquiry into Child Sex Abuse) did not recommend 
that the Church of England safeguarding officers 
should be employed by a separate independent body, 
but that they should continue to be employed locally 
by Diocesan Boards of Finance, but with operational 
independence from the diocesan bishop. This 
recommendation was made by ICCSA, a Statutory 
Inquiry set up by the Home Secretary and held under 
the Inquiries Act 2005. 

The recommendation was accepted by the National 
Safeguarding Steering Group, the House of Bishops 
and the Archbishops’ Council. Yet Professor Jay was 
commissioned by the Archbishops of Canterbury 
and York to produce a report detailing how a fully 
independent safeguarding service (in other words 
one which would include the transfer of employment 
for safeguarding officers away from Diocesan 

Boards of Finance and Cathedral Chapters to an 
independent organisation) could be achieved. So any 
recommendations she makes will not implement the 
recommendation of IICSA. In other words, Professor 
Jay has not been commissioned by the Archbishops 
to explore whether independent safeguarding was a 
preferred model, but how it could best be achieved, 
and indeed that for the review to consider whether 
independent delivery of safeguarding was appropriate 
or was beyond their terms of reference. So yet again the 
Church of England would appear to have mishandled 
safeguarding.

On Living in Love and Faith, the Bishop of Leicester 
is to move the motion ‘That this Synod welcome the 
further work carried out on Living in Love and Faith 
and the focus on reconciliation and bridge building; 
and ask that the proposal for a set of commitments 
through which the whole Church can continue to 
pursue the implementation of the motions previously 
passed by Synod on Living in Love and Faith, be 
brought back to Synod as soon as possible.’

There is a feeling that, since the House of Bishops 
is not agreed, there seems to be a rowing back 
from previous decisions. The title of the paper 
accompanying the motion is headed Living in Love 
and Faith and Reconciliation, the last two words being 
new. It suggests that there is a growing realisation 
that if not handled properly the issue of prayers and 
blessings of same sex couples could split the Church 
of England.

The Bulletin on Divine Worship 
A quarterly publication for our clergy and those 
interested in liturgy. It is intended to help, guide 
and plan the liturgical life of Ordinariate parishes 

and communities. Find it at 
www.ordinariate.org.uk > NEWS > Bulletin

https://www.ordinariate.org.uk/news/bulletin-dw.php
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Interfaith Prayer Service for Peace in Ukraine

ON SATURDAY 24 February 2024, an Interfaith Prayer Service for Peace in Ukraine led by Bishop 
Kenneth Nowakowski was held at the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Cathedral of The Holy Family in 

London, to commemorate the second anniversary of the Russian invasion of Ukraine. 
The service was packed to overflowing in Duke 

Street. The choirs of St Mary’s Ukrainian School, the 
Cathedral, VIVO Vocal Quartet offered poignant 
musical presentations, and speeches were made by 
diplomatic, civic and political representatives in support 
of Ukraine, together with prayers from Christian and 
Jewish clergy. The paper angels representing Ukrainian 
children killed in the conflict has regrettably increased 
to at least 500 now. The service concluded with the 

singing of both the Ukrainian national anthem, 
followed by that of the United Kingdom. Following 
the service the congregation met together with a very 
large number of friends and supporters at Hyde Park 
Corner and marched to Trafalgar Square, via Park Lane 
and Piccadilly for an impressive rally together with 
speeches, including from the clergy of the Ukrainian 
Catholic and Orthodox Churches.

Basil Youdell
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Newman and Stensen: 
Saintly Science
Fr Peter Conley

FR JOHN LAFARGE, a Jesuit pioneer of interracial justice in America, wrote a prophetic article in 
1958. (Bulletin of St Ansgar’s Scandinavian Catholic League of New York, No 57, p.1-3,35.) In it he proposed 

that two convert clergy, living two hundred years apart - one a former Anglican, the other a Lutheran - both be 
declared Blessed. Cardinal Newman (1801-1890), whose cause LaFarge noted had recently been introduced 
by Archbishop Francis Grimshaw of Birmingham, and the Scandinavian Bishop Nicolaus Steno (1638-1686), 
otherwise known as ‘Niels Stensen’, highlighted the importance of the relationship between faith and reason. 

LaFarge refers to the ongoing 
relevance of their teaching: “Each 
life, too, has a pertinence to our own 
times: Newman, through his wide-
arching religious synthesis, that 
grows in interest in the light of special 
questions of modern philosophical 
and psychological thought; Stensen, 
in view of intense contemporary 
interest in the workings of the 
scientific mind.” While highlighting 
Steno’s work as a geologist, anatomist 
LaFarge, unfortunately, does not 
mention the comparison with one of 
Newman’s homilies where he reveals 
similar research preoccupations to Stensen:

Does not the whole world speak in praise of 
God? Does not every star in the sky, every tree 
and flower upon the earth, all that grows, all 
that endures, the leafy woods, the everlasting 
mountains, speak of God? Do not the pearls 
in the sea, and the jewels in the rocks, and the 
metals in the mine, and the marbles in the 
quarry, - do not all rich and beautiful substances 
everywhere witness of Him who made them? 
(Parochial and Plain Sermons VI, 21).

We also have another advantage over LaFarge in 
that Newman’s Letters and Diaries are now available 
to us, as they were not to him. These materials 
illustrate Newman’s delight at going to mineralogy 
lectures and exhibitions, visiting zoological gardens 
with friends and the sheer range of his knowledge of 
Catholic scientists from the 15th to the 19th Century. 
Writing to the Revd James Scratton, Newman cites: 
“…Guttenberg 1450, Bacon 1250, Copernicus 1500, 
Linacre 1500, Vesalius 1560, Galileo 1600, Kepler 
1600, Torricelli 1640, Gassendi 1650, Malpighi 1660, 
Galvani 1760, Volta 1800, Ampere 1800, Secchi 1870, 

all Catholics.” (LDXXVI, p.109).

In 1988, to celebrate the beatification 
of ‘Steno’, another Archbishop of 
Birmingham, Maurice Couve de 
Murville, who, three years later had 
the joy of witnessing Newman being 
made Venerable, translated a book by 
Erik Kennet Palsson, a deacon from 
Stockholm, entitled Niels Stensen: 
Scientist and Saint. Perhaps, the 
profoundest association between 
Newman and Stensen is reflected 
in the conclusion to John LaFarge’s 
ground-breaking piece, as the first 

scholar to draw close comparisons between John 
Henry Newman and Nicolaus Stensen, when he states:

Cardinal Newman chose, as his coat of arms, 
the words Cor Ad Cor Loquitor: “Heart speaks to 
Heart.” Bishop Stensen chose as his coat of arms 
the Sacred Heart supporting the cross. The Heart 
of Christ spoke to the heart of his loyal follower, 
Niels Stensen, who had found the glory of the 
Creator in the mysterious structure of the human 
anatomy. (P.35).

Finally, Newman’s personalist thought is in synergy 
with Palsson’s assessment of Stensen’s own integration 
of theology and philosophy:

During the whole of (his) scientific career, 
we can see how he constantly referred to and 
deepened his faith in the Creator. The human 
body, too, gave him cause to praise nature’s 
God-given order. He was never inclined to see 
anything contradictory between a scientific 
and a Christian attitude towards the reality we 
experience with our senses. On the contrary one 
leads to the other.” (p.45).
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You can help restore 
the monastery of San 
Benedetto in Monte -  
the birthplace of Saint 
Benedict himself - 
by purchasing the 
exceptional beer  
brewed by the monks.

Enjoy these beers as you celebrate feast days 
or with a gathering of friends knowing you 
are supporting the ongoing establishment of a 
spiritual oasis built to last a thousand years. 

Birra Nursia flows from the deep brewing heritage 
of western monasticism. Originally crafted to suit 
the rich culinary traditions of Umbria it is best 
enjoyed alongside delicious meats, cheeses and 
mushroom infused dishes. 

Find out more about the beers and the monastery 
at www.monasticorder.co.uk where Birra Nursia 
is now available for the first time in the UK.

Please drink wisely, exercising the virtue that Saint Benedict would have encouraged.


