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Pope Emeritus 
Benedict XVI R.I.P.
Monsignor Keith Newton remembers

PoPE BENEdicT XVI has a special place in the hearts of members of the Ordinariate of Our Lady 
of Walsingham. It was during his pontificate that the Apostolic Constitution anglicanorum coetibus was 

published in 2009 which allowed groups of Anglicans to enter into the full communion of the Catholic Church 
bringing with them some of their traditions: pastoral, spiritual and liturgical, which had nourished them in 
the Christian Faith before reception. Although the constitution was the work of a Vatican Commission, 
which included Anglican and Catholic bishops, there can be little doubt that such a unique project had the 
blessing and the encouragement of Pope Benedict.  

The opening words of the 
Constitution emphasise the Pope’s 
role in furthering the unity of 
Christ’s Church. Similar sentiments 
were expressed by Pope Benedict 
preaching in Westminster Abbey 
during his state visit of 2010 when he 
described his ministry as Successor 
of Saint Peter being ‘charged with a 
particular care for the unity of Christ’s flock’.

For those of us who had prayed for unity between 
Anglicans and Catholics ever since Archbishop 
Michael Ramsey met Pope Paul VI in 1966 the 
Apostolic Constitution was an answer to our prayers. 
The Ordinariate has rightly been described as realised 
ecumenism.

I had first met Pope Benedict XVI at a General 
Audience in 2006 when he greeted me in St Peter’s 
Square. At that time I was an Anglican Bishop and I 
told him that many Anglicans longed for and prayed 
for unity with the Holy See. At that point I had no idea 
how that prayer would be answered in my own life.

On the memorable day of my ordination to the 
priesthood in a packed Westminster Cathedral in 
January 2011 it was announced that I would be the first 
Ordinary of the newly erected Ordinariate of Our Lady 
of Walsingham. A few weeks later I travelled to Rome 
with Bishop Alan Hopes, then the Episcopal Delegate 
for the Ordinariate, to deliver the first batch of dossiers 
of those men who had petitioned for ordination. A few 
days before we travelled I was informed that a private 
audience had been arranged with the Holy Father.

So on a warm March morning I arrived at the Apostolic 
Palace with Bishop Hopes and Cardinal William 
Levada then the Prefect of the CDF. After waiting in an 

outer room for few minutes we were 
ushered into the Pope’s Library. It 
was not quite what I was expecting. 
No long walk across an ornate room 
because just inside the door we were 
greeted by the successor of St Peter, 
a small unassuming man. After an 
opportunity for photographs the 
four of us sat down for a twenty-five 

minute conversation. The Holy Father spoke fluently 
in English though with strong German accent. We 
talked about the preparations for reception of the 
laity and ordination of priests, and for a surreal few 
minutes, discussed the beauty of Anglican Evensong. 
My impression was of a man of sharp intellect but 
almost tangible grace and humility. It was a meeting 
I will never forget. At the end I asked him to bless 
the rosary of my recently born first grandchild, not 
a request made by many Ordinaries in the Catholic 
Church.

I am told that he continued show interest in the 
Ordinariates and often read The Portal, our monthly 
online magazine. After sending him a letter some 
years later expressing our love and esteem, he sent 
me a signed copy of one of his books. When he was 
informed that we were based at the Church of Our Lady 
of the Assumption, Warwick Street, the old Bavarian 
Chapel, he wrote to say he knew of the Church and 
was delighted that we were looking after it.

Members of the Ordinariate give thanks for this 
‘humble servant in Christ’s vineyard‘, who will be 
recognised as one of the greatest papal theologians 
and whose profound writing will live on after him.  
May he rest in peace.

This article was first published in 
The Tablet (7th January 2023), and is 

reproduced here with permission
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Looking 
backwards 
and forwards
Joanna Bogle

A gRoUP of us gathered at St Patrick’s, Soho, so that we 
could watch the funeral of beloved Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI 

together. There was an instinctive feeling that this wasn’t an event to be 
seen in quick snatches on a laptop between other work. 

We connected a computer to the equipment in the 
large crypt room at St Patrick’s that is used for film 
nights and lectures, and gathered together.

Solemn, dignified, and with a deep sense of gratitude 
for all that this beloved teacher, priest, bishop and 
spiritual guide gave us, the funeral was a ceremony that 
bound the Church together and gave us all a message 
of faith and certainty.

Coming as it did as the Christmas days were drawing 
to a close – it was of course the Eve of Epiphany – it 
somehow took us forward to the year ahead in the 
absolute conviction that we can place our full trust in 
Christ. 

That was something that this shy, reserved man with 
his brilliant mind, deep faith and endless reserves of 
charity, goodwill, good humour and patience, taught 
throughout his life. Courteous, always open and 
friendly, generous with his time and absolutely loyal 
to the Church, he spent his life in service to Christ and 
this was at the core of his serenity.

As the funeral Mass ended, and we dispersed, I think 
we all felt somehow renewed in our own commitment 
to whatever tasks we were to undertake in 2023 for 
the Church. Which brings me to mention some of 
the things that might be of interest to readers of The 
PorTal in 2023.

The Schools Bible Project: this is an essay project for 
pupils at all Britain’s secondary schools. It is aimed at 
offering an opportunity for pupils to encounter Christ 
and engage with the events of his life in the New 
Testament. 

Worth finding out if your local school is sending 
in some entries: just passing on a brochure might be 

one of the most useful things you could do. More 
info at  www.christianprojectsocu.org  or send SAE 
to Schools Bible Project at 24 Neville Avenue New 
Malden KT3 4SN and ask for a couple of brochures.

Catholic History Walks: this is London-based and 
will include some special Walks connected with the 
Coronation which will of course be a major event for 
us all this year. 

Maybe a group from  your parish, school or 
Ordinariate group might be interested in a Walk 
around Westminster, exploring the history 
and significance of the Coronation?  More info 
from www.catholichistorywalks.org or send an email 
to: catholichistorywalks@gmail.com.

The Catholic Young Writer Award: this is for pupils 
at Catholic secondary schools and is sponsored by 
the Catholic Union of Great Britain Charitable Trust. 
Contact the CUGB: www.catholicunion.org.uk.

The Ordinariate Directory 
and Ordo for 2022-2023 

is now available
It contains the Directory of 

Ordinariate Groups, Missions and 
Parishes, the clergy, officials and 

details of the structure of the 
Ordinariate as well as the Calendar 

for the Liturgical Year with 
references to the page numbers in 

Divine Worship: Daily Office 
(Commonwealth Edition)

Order you copy at  www.ordinariate.org.uk/ordo

http://www.christianprojectsocu.org
http://www.catholichistorywalks.org
mailto:catholichistorywalks%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.catholicunion.org.uk
https://www.ordinariate.org.uk/ordo
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Snapdragon has 
been musing on 
light and candles
As i write these words on a January morning I cannot help but think of the words of 

John Milton’s Samson: “O dark, dark, dark amid the blaze of noon, Irrecoverably dark, 
total eclipse, Without all hope of day”

Everything seems now to be dark, 
even though in truth the days are 
getting longer. I suppose that the light 
and joys of the Christmas season help 

us to forget just how dark our winter days often are.

But we should take heart! Remember the beginning 
-  “darkness was on the face of the deep” and it was 
then that we hear the very first words of God uttered 
in Holy Scripture;

“Let there be light”.

Light then is the first gift of God to creation and 
especially to us men and women made in his image 
and likeness.

The idea of the beginnings and light is consciously 
echoed in the Prologue to the gospel of John. It 
begins with the same opening words of Genesis,  “In 
the Beginning”. It then continues with a whole tapestry 
of images of Christ the light. He is the

 “Light of men; The Light shines in the 
darkness; He was the true light that gives light 
to everyone.”

It is thus particularly apposite for us who live in the 
Northern Hemisphere that at this time of darkness we 
should celebrate the great feast of Candlemas. Candles 
have always been important in the Catholic Church 
both east and  west;  as early as the second century 
Tertullian wrote these words:

”We never hold a service without candles, yet we use 
them not to dispel the gloom of night (we also hold 
our services in daylight) but in order to represent 
Christ the uncreated light without whom, even if we 
walked in broad daylight, we would wander as if lost 
in darkness.”

Later tradition developed an understanding of 
candles which further explicated the idea of candles 
representing Christ. These later commentators 
suggested that beeswax was used because the pure wax, 

extracted by bees from the  flowers, symbolises  the 
pure flesh of Christ received from his virgin mother; 
the wick signifies the soul of Christ; and the flame 
represents his divinity.

So  we continue to use candles even today in our 
services and for the same reason; they represent Christ 
the Light. Just think for a moment how often we use 
candles in our liturgical life. We always have two 
candles burning for a Low Mass; we have the Big Six lit 
for a High Mass; we have acolytes carrying candles in 
the procession to the altar and they also stand at either 
side of the ambo for the proclamation of the gospel. 

At our most solemn festival of the year, the Easter 
vigil, the deacon enters the darkened  church  with 
the newly lit Paschal candle proclaiming “Lumen 
Christi!” (The Light of Christ). This same Paschal 
candle will stand burning at the side of the ambo 
throughout  Eastertide;  then at the end of Eastertide 
it is placed in baptistery where the newly baptised are 
given a candle lit from it, with the words “Receive the 
Light of Christ”.

Let us then celebrate Candlemas Day worthily. This 
is the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord when 
that holy man Simeon proclaimed that Jesus would be 
“The Light to enlighten the gentiles and give glory to 
your people Israel.”

Traditionally at Candlemas the candles that were to 
be used for the coming liturgical year were solemnly 
blessed and this would be followed with a Candlemas 
procession around the church.
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Pilgrimage and 
Conference
Robert Macneil tells us what is happening in April

WE iN the Ordinariate in Scotland are continually looking for ways to bring our members and associates 
together as part of the one Ordinariate group despite the fact that distances between us can be as much 

as 300 miles. One such way has been through our annual Pilgrimage and Conference and having outgrown 
our previous location we are delighted this year to have it at Pluscarden Abbey. We are most grateful to Abbot 
Anselm Atkinson OSB and the community for making this possible.

Standing in the Glen of the Black 
Burn, six miles southwest of Elgin, it 
was founded in 1230 by Alexander 
II for the Valliscaulian Order. In 
1454 Pluscarden Priory became a 
Benedictine House. The Scottish 
Reformation saw its decline and by 
1680 it was in a ruinous condition. 
Some work to arrest decay took 
place in the late 19th century and 
restoration began in 1948 with the 
arrival of monks from Prinknash 
Abbey in Gloucestershire. In 1966 
the Priory received its independence 
and in 1974 was elevated to the 
status of an Abbey.

Today it is home to a thriving Benedictine community 
living in the only medieval British monastery still being 
used for its original purpose. There is an important 
link between Pluscarden and the Ordinariate in that 
the community can trace its roots back to an Anglican 
community of monks on Caldey Island off the south 
coast of Wales who in 1913 were received into the 
Catholic Church as a group. We will hear more about 
this during our weekend at Pluscarden where we have 
been welcomed as ‘Part of the Family’.

Over the weekend, from Friday 14th to Monday 17th 
April, we will hear from Abbot Anselm Atkinson OSB 
about the Dom Aelred Carlyle Chapter of Pluscarden 
Oblates which will be inaugurated that weekend. Fr 
Giles Connacher OSB will tell us about the Benedictine 
links with the Ordinariate and Br Michael De Klerk 
OSB about the history of Monastic Chant. We are also 
delighted that our Ordinary, Mgr Keith Newton, will 
be with us once again.  Dr Daniel Farrell of St Andrews 
University, who has taught in London, Greece and 
Oxford (Ripon College Cuddesdon) before moving to 
Scotland, will explore development of the tradition of 
the daily offices of the church.

Throughout our stay we will be well 
looked after by Chef Ann Ryans, a 
professional chef who has worked in 
a number hotels in Aberdeen. Ann is 
a committed Catholic who has always 
offered her fabulous cooking skills to 
various Catholic groups. As well as 
participating in our Pilgrimage and 
Conference she will be looking after all 
our culinary needs.

Accommodation is in single rooms 
each with a wash basin, wardrobe, table 
and bed. Separate areas provide showers 
and toilets. Bedding and towels are 
provided.  Men will be in St Benedict’s 
Guest House next to the Abbey and 

women in St Scholastica’s, the modern building to 
the right before the main gateway to the Abbey. This 
is where we will have Morning Prayer, Compline, our 
talks and all meals. 

Mass each day will be in the Abbey Lady Chapel 
with its original vaulted ceiling dating back to the 
1230s. On the Sunday we will have a Pontifical High 
Mass accompanied by our Schola from our group in 
Aberdeen who will also sing at Evensong in the chapel.

Because the custom of the Abbey is not to charge 
guests (although those who wish may make a donation 
which will be gratefully received), we have been able to 
keep the cost of our weekend very low, as all our meals 
will be prepared by Ann, our very own Chef. 

The cost for adults is £75 and for students, the under 
18s and unemployed is £45 - full board, a three course 
dinner (with wine) on Friday, Saturday and Sunday, as 
well as breakfasts lunches and tea, coffee and nibbles 
available through our stay. For full details and a 
booking form visit www.ordinariate.scot

Our window on
the Ordinariate
in Scotland

Our expedition to Caldey will be continued next month.

https://www.ordinariate.scot
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Benedict XVI, 
a Herald of Faith
by Fr Hermann Geissler

JosEPH RATziNgER was born and baptised on April 16th, 1927, a Holy Saturday. From the 
beginning, his life was immersed into the mystery of Christ’s suffering, death and resurrection. After a 

happy childhood in a Catholic family that always opposed the Hitler Regime, and the difficult years of the 
Second World War, he was ordained to the Priesthood on June 29th, 1951, together with his brother Georg. 
He then became professor of dogmatic theology in the most prestigious universities of Germany: in Bonn, 
Münster, Tübingen and finally in Regensburg. His essential goal was to help students understand the treasure 
of our Christian faith, its beauty, and its meaning for modern society. During the Second Vatican Council, he 
was the theological expert of Cardinal Joseph Frings, Archbishop of Cologne, and became very influential.

In 1977, Paul VI appointed him Archbishop of 
München and Freising. His Episcopal motto was 
“cooperatores veritatis” – “co-workers of truth”. In a 
time of much confusion and polarisation, he was a 
witness to the Truth, encouraging priests, consecrated 
people, and lay faithful to seek their hope in the risen 
Lord, trusting in his word and living with the Holy 
Eucharist, the heart of the Church.

From 1982 to 2005, he was at the side of Pope John 
Paul II in Rome, serving as Prefect of the Congregation 
for the Doctrine of the Faith. He fulfilled this delicate 
mission in a humble, collegial, and open-minded way, 
dedicating all of his energy to strengthen and to defend 
the faith of the simple people. 

Knowing that the Lord would be his ultimate judge, 
he was unafraid of public criticism and helped the 
Church safeguard the pearl of faith in the midst of 
many challenges (liberation theology, relativism, 
bioethics, dissent of theologians, etc.).  The Catechism 
of the Catholic Church, prepared under his prudent 
guidance, is maybe the most important document 
after Vatican II.  

It was a great surprise for him, that the Cardinals 
elected him Pope on April 19th, 2005. Benedict XVI, 
as he named himself, continued to serve the Church 
humbly and generously, trying to show the world 
what is means to believe in God who became man for 
our salvation, who is love and wants us to love, who 
grants us hope, and who is the fundament of a just and 
peaceful society. 

In his moving homilies, his profound discourses, and 
his clear documents he witnessed to the joy of the faith, 
the richness of God’s word, and the beauty of a life in 
communion with the Church, the great Family of God. 

His books on the figure of Jesus of Nazareth continue 
to be a source of knowledge and of inspiration for 
countless people, especially for priests and students of 
theology. Great theological intelligence, unwavering 
courage, true simplicity, and total dedication to his 
mission were characteristics of his papacy.   

His resignation as Pope on February 11th, 2013 is an 
expression of his rationality, his faith, and his humility: 
He realised, in a rational way, that his strength was no 
longer sufficient to govern the Church in the midst of 
a dramatically changing world. 

He believed that the Lord, through another Pope, 
would continue to guide his flock on earth. Finally, 
in his humility he declared to renounce the Papal 
ministry, dedicating himself totally to prayer and 
reflection. 

He is a great herald of faith. I still hear him talk to the 
immense crowd of weeping faithful, gathered for his 
Last General Audience of February 27th, 2013: 

“I have always known that the Lord is in the 
boat of the Church, and I have always known that 
the barque of the Church is not mine but his… 

“I should like to invite all of us to renew our 
firm confidence in the Lord… 

“I want everyone to feel loved by that God who 
gave his Son for us, and who has shown us his 
infinite love. I want everyone to feel the joy of 
being a Christian… 

“Yes, we are happy for the gift of faith; it is our 
most precious possession, which no one can take 
from us!”
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A Festival of 
Lessons and Carols
In celebration of the Epiphany and Baptism of the Lord, 
at Our Lady of the Assumption & St Gregory, Warwick Street, 
London, on 5th January 2023 – Organised by the Friends 
of The Ordinariate. David Chapman was present for us.

i HAvE ALWAys loved the carols and other music associated with Advent and Epiphany rather more 
than the Christmas variety – which often seem to lack that very quality. It was a delight then to attend the 

FoTO Epiphany Carol Service. Despite the best efforts of striking train drivers to keep people at home, there 
was a good attendance and the church was comfortably full. 

So often ‘candlelight’ services 
mean that a few – or even many 
– candles struggle to be seen 
against the electric lights still 
being on. Not here! Strictly by 
candlelight only – though I must 
confess that reading the very 
small print in the service book 
was something of a struggle!

The Introit song was new 
to me – “There’s a song in the 
air! There’s a star in the sky!” A 
delightful poem set to music by 
John Hearne. Then we joined 
enthusiastically in the favourite, almost obligatory, “As 
with gladness…”

January 5th had been a strange day. I had been glued 
to my television from 7.30am to watch the service from 
the Vatican as Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI went to his 
resting place, and thereafter the day seemed somehow 
unreal. 

I didn’t spot Mgr Keith Newton, but he was there, 
representing the Ordinariates – the sadly unsung 
achievement of Pope Benedict’s pontificate. Fr David 
Waller, the Vicar General, stood in as president of the 
Carol Service.

Peter Cornelius’ music for “Three Kings from 
Persian lands afar…” is hauntingly beautiful, and was 
beautifully sung by the augmented Warwick Street 
choir under the able direction of their Director of 
Music, Keith Brown.

“Brightest and best…” and “The first Nowell” framed 
a long reading from a sermon by St John Henry 

Newman, for which I would have 
welcomed the printed text as I 
found it hard to follow. (I wonder 
if those who first heard it found 
the same.) 

The music for “In the bleak 
midwinter…” (Rosetti/Holst) and 
“We three kings of Orient are…” (J 
H Hopkins) had been adapted, or 
augmented, or something of the 
sort. I found the Mack Wilburg 
treatment of the former made the 
tune less appealing rather than 
more. Paul Leddington Wright’s 

treatment of the latter was typical of him; quite fun, 
but I’m not sure it added much. 

The PorTal Editors will not allow me the space to 
go into details of the readings. Some were the Biblical 
ones that were to be expected, and it was good to 
hear G K Chesterton’s “The Wise Men” and also T S 
Eliot’s “The Journey of the Magi”, which put our minor 
struggles with London’s railways into perspective!

Finally, we sang “Songs of thankfulness and praise” 
before moving into Benediction, with the beautiful 
Elgar setting of “O Salutaris” and G Henschel’s “Tantum 
ergo”. After reposition of the Blessed Sacrament, the 
“Adoremus” was sung to Allegri and Gregorian chant.  

After a wonderful feast of music and word, we 
adjourned downstairs to the Challoner Hall for 
wine and Gallete des Rois. I didn’t get the ‘fève’ and 
so didn’t get to wear the crown. (Those who know, 
know; those who don’t, Google.) Thank you, Friends 
of the Ordinariate for another stylish and beautiful 
occasion.
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Pope Emeritus Benedict 
XVI RIP
Mgr John Broadhurst

PoPE BENEdicT was a complex and intelligent 
man; some found him difficult to cope with. The 

media described him as ‘God’s Rottweiler’ and enjoyed 
demonising him. I think history will revere him as one 
of the great Popes and will be kinder than his liberal 
contemporaries were. He was a prolific writer, addressing 
a wide range of theological subjects. 

In his time as secretary of the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith, he was responsible for publishing 
the Catechism of the Catholic Church, which has been 
formative in the preservation of Orthodox Christology, 
ecclesiology, moral and sacramental theology. Many 
clergy go to it for a clear understanding of virtually 
any issue.

From 1992, I was international Chairman of Forward 
in Faith, an organisation formed after the decision to 
ordain women to the priesthood. In 1997 I became 
Bishop of Fulham, and went to Rome while Cardinal 
Ratzinger was still at the CDF. I was granted a half-
hour interview with him. 

I wanted to talk about the problems that Orthodox 
Anglicans, and Lutherans, faced in the modern church 
and how this affected those struggling for unity and 
reconciliation with the Holy See. At first Cardinal 
Ratzinger talked in Italian, being translated, but then 
dismissed his chaplain and spoke in English. He had 
obviously decided that I was worth talking to!

I was fascinated at his grasp of the English situation, 
as well as the similar issues among some Lutherans. 
Our conversation extended for another half hour until 
the chaplain said, “Your ‘Eminence, you need your 
lunch’. The Cardinal declined and our conversation 
continued for another 50 minutes. Eventually the 
Cardinal said, “I’m very sorry I must go now as I have 
another appointment in 10 minutes.” 

He had given me just under two hours at some cost to 
himself. As I went to leave, I said, “Your Eminence, I’m 
aware that many attack you for your orthodox views 
and I would like you to know that many conservative 
Christians in other churches thank God for you.” He 
smiled, gently put his hand on my shoulder and replied, 
“I only do it for the Holy Father!” The chaplain told me 

that the Cardinal was most moved by our meeting.

I am aware that many Anglicans have been to 
Rome to petition the Holy See.  I have listened to 
Anglo-Catholic leaders excitedly talking about their 
meetings, but none ever came to anything. I am 
surprised that Rome persisted. It was only with Pope 
Benedict and the Ordinariate that a real reconciliation 
of Anglicanism and Rome took place. I hope my visit 
played a small part in achieving this.

When the definitive history of Pope Benedict is 
written, I suspect the Ordinariate will be a small but 
significant part of his work. Benedict was a man of 
small stature with a pleasant smile and gentle manner. 

I was irritated when the press attacked him for being 
a member of the Hitler Youth.  This was outrageous, 
as the Nazis compulsorily incorporated the Scout 
movement into the Hitler Youth. I happen to know that 
Pope Benedict had a cousin with Downs Syndrome 
who had been sent to an extermination camp. That 
he never mentioned this is a demonstration of his 
gentility and dignity.

I was privileged to be present when the Pope came to 
Cofton Park, and was seated behind the family of the 
Canadian deacon, the subject of the Newman miracle. 
That day was the anniversary of the Battle of Britain. 
Pope Benedict mentioned this and praised the bravery 
of those who helped defeat an evil regime, adding, “At 
whose hands my family suffered also!” Interestingly, no 
one in the press noticed this but I thought it extremely 
significant.

In my view he was a saintly, holy man and a real 
liberal! His resignation was radical, demonstrating 
that the Papacy was an office, not a person. He will be 
much missed.
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Praying with 
St Benedict Joseph Labre
Dr Simon Cotton

cAN i assume that you know what a soap opera is? One of the classic American ones, like Dallas or Dynasty, 
with ingredients like amazing places, crime, money, murder, monsters, people accused of crimes they 

didn’t commit, romance…? Well, this story has got most of these ingredients, including the love of God.

All of us, young or old, have favourite 
places, where we feel at home. I discovered 
one of those places about forty years ago, 
in southwest France, halfway along the 
Pyrenees; its name is Saint Bertrand-de-
Comminges. It is a tiny mediaeval town 
under the mountains, with an amazing 
cathedral that’s got everything a cathedral 
should have - the shrine of St Bertrand, 
carved screens, wonderful choirstalls with 
lots of  16th  century  marquetry work, 
monuments, the dragon that St Bertrand 
killed (well, not  actually  a dragon, really 
a mummified crocodile). I’ve been back 
to enjoy it nearly twenty times. One 
August day in 1993 I stood admiring 
the screen and suddenly saw a statue 
that I hadn’t noticed before. A man 
in 18th century clothing. It bore the 
name St Benoit-Jh Labre.

Benedict Joseph Labre was born 
in 1748 at Amettes, a village near 
Boulogne. He wanted to be a monk. 
He tried to be a Cistercian. He failed. 
Then he tried to be a Carthusian. 
He failed. He decided to become 
a permanent pilgrim and walked 
to shrines all over Europe. He was 
on the pilgrimage to St James at 
Compostella when he heard a human 
moan and found a man lying half-
killed by robbers. Benedict stopped, 
bathed and dressed the man’s wounds. 
Just at that moment two horsemen 
came along and took Benedict to be 
a robber. Well, you’ve seen this scene 
in the soaps, haven’t you? 

Someone finds a body, bends down, 
picks up the smoking gun to look at 
it, then the cops walk  in… Benedict 
was bound and dragged behind 
their horses to the nearest town 

gaol, in Saint Bertrand, and locked  up. 
(The  building bears a commemorative 
plaque today). However, the wounded man 
soon recovered and Benedict was freed. I 
don’t know about you - if that had happened 
to me you wouldn’t have seen me for smoke. 
Not Benedict. He stayed at St Bertrand for a 
fortnight, helping in the hospital.

Eventually Benedict settled in Rome, 
spending his time with the poor. He lived 
rough, but spent nearly all his time in 
the churches, praying before the Blessed 
Sacrament. He had hardly anything to eat 

but would often give the food he had 
to other beggars. Benedict lived nine 
years like this, then on the Wednesday 
of Holy Week of 1783 he collapsed at 
Mass and died.

In his  life,  Benedict was thought 
by many to be a failure. He thought 
he was a failure too. He spent years 
trying to be a monk, something that 
he wasn’t meant to be. Do we spend 
time and waste energy trying to be 
what God doesn’t intend us to be? A 
lot of the time we look at things in the 
short term and can’t see further than 
the end of our noses. God doesn’t do 
that. In 1883 Benedict was canonised. 

Saint Benedict Joseph Labre is 
the patron saint of tramps and the 
homeless. Someone once wrote that 
he is ‘a representative example of those 
who, at all times in Christian history, 
have refused in the name of Christ to be 
“respectable”’. Our Lord did not choose 
the wise, the rich or the enobled to be 
his Apostolate, but humble fishermen. 
Remember this, when we pray with 
angels and archangels and all the holy 
company of heaven.
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Fr Mike or ‘Comrade 
Father’ Mike R.I.P.
Fr David Lashbrooke writes

fR MicHAEL John Cain, known better as Fr Mike or even, by some of his friends as ‘Comrade 
Father’ Mike died peacefully in Torbay Hospital after a long battle with cancer. Obituaries can often 

be useful to fill in the gaps of our knowledge about a person, of a timeline and geography but for Fr Mike 
I do not think such biographical details will bring us any closer to the man. Rather  to say that in all his 
ministry, wherever he served, he touched people’s lives with an openness of heart, an overwhelming sense of 
the need for justice, a willingness to acknowledge his personal frailties but most of all his need to share the 
love of Christ which captured him and the hope to be found in The Gospel. Many have commented how his 
honesty when preaching touched them because they knew he believed it.

Neither should we remember Fr 
Mike simply as a priest. He was 
most probably more successful 
than many of us in honouring his 
family as well as his priestly  life. 
His  family were most aware of 
his love for them and a shared 
flamboyancy of bright colours, 
political discussion and a love of 
music festivals where for many 
years he would say Mass in ‘The 
Tent’.

Throughout his life, Fr Mike 
felt called to live on edges and 
proclaim Christ where many 
feared to tread. In facing an 
ever more confusing world at 
those edges he encountered both 
physical and verbal abuse which 
did affect his mental health 
leading to times of great depressions and also a battle 
with addiction which, in its many forms, debilitates 
so many. Fr Mike, in his vulnerability, was able to 
encourage those who faced similar challenges to 
face them without promising easy solutions but with 
genuine hope.

Some years ago, on a ferry to  France,  Fr Mike 
discussed with another Michael the invitation offered 
by Anglicanorum coetibus and from that conversation 
Fr Mike was one of the first wave to play a part in what 
is truly ‘realised’ ecumenism. 

Once in the Ordinariate, he helped in the setting 
up of the Torbay Mission and then, for a time, he had 
that important role of encouragement to the small but 
faithful Cornwall group.

A priest is called to prepare others for death and Fr 
Mike took his own preparation seriously as he knew 
that journeying with cancer was not a easy path. In 
that precious time he said his prayers and had a special 
trip to Rome to meet, accompanied by his rock, 
Wendy, the Holy Father.

Fr Mike said his prayers and on his last day 
on earth was able to receive  the  Sacrament. He 
wholeheartedly trusted in the Lord and the prayers of 
Our Lady as he went from this world to the next.

May God have mercy on Fr Mike, and may we 
thank God for the part Fr Mike played in the 
Mission of the Church especially in the beginnings 
of the Ordinariate and may we pray for his family in 
their loss.
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St Agatha’s, Portsmouth 

sT AgATHA’s Solemn High Mass with 
procession will be observed on Saturday, 11th 

February 2023 at 11 am. The homilist will be Fr 
Serafino of the Friars of the Immaculate. Music: The 
‘Sparrow Mass’ by Mozart. A reception will be held 
after the Mass. For more information phone 07454 
815968.

John Kearney

oN sUNdAy 1st January 2023, 
the Solemnity of Mary the Mother 

of God, at St Margaret Mary, Perry 
Common, Birmingham, Fr Simon 
Ellis presented John Kearney with the 
Gold Medal of the Guild of St Stephen, 
the International Organisation of Altar 
Servers, for his fifty-years service as an 
Altar Server. Congratulations to John.

Bristol Group

THE REcEPTioN and confirmation of Judith 
Pratt (Hugh Pratt’s wife) and the confirmation 

of Louis Samuels was on Sunday 8th January 2023 at 
Weston Super Mere.

Ukrainian Welcome Centre 
and Winter Appeal

UKRAiNE is fAciNg one of the severest air 
attacks it has been subjected to since Russia’s full-

scale invasion on 24 February 2022. Peaceful Ukrainian 
cities have been hit with deadly missiles, civilians 
have been targeted, and infrastructure destroyed 
leaving many without the basic necessities including 
electricity, heating, and water. Millions have been 
displaced internally or forced to seek refuge outside of 
their homeland. Ukrainians remain resilient, but they 
know a harsh winter is ahead. For that reason, Patriarch 

Sviatoslav, Major Archbishop of the Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Church, has launched a new Emergency 
Winter Appeal to provide food packages for the most 
vulnerable on the frontlines and in recently liberated 
regions in East and South Ukraine which is suffering 
from a severe humanitarian crisis because of Russian 
occupation and bombardment.

The cost of one food parcel, providing 
enough food for two people for a week 
will cost approximately  £16.  Funds 
should  be remitted to our Eparchial 
Account. Account Name: Ukrainian 
Catholic Church Central Fund; Account 
Number:  20927317;  Sort Code: 20-92-
60 or by cheque made payable to the 
Ukrainian Catholic Church referencing 
Winter Appeal in both cases. To 
donate, please visit: www.bit.ly/UCC-

appeal #Food4Ukraine 
#EmergencyWinterAppeal

Spiritual 
Conferences

THE sERiEs 
of  Spiritual 

Conferences  held 
on Zoom, will continue on the first and third 
Wednesdays of February (1st  and 15th), at 8.00pm. 
They will last 20-25 minutes, and will be delivered 
this month by two of our own priests. We shall pray 
the Office of Compline afterwards. The Zoom links 
are: 1st February: Fr Jonathan Redvers Harris (Isle 
of  Wight) - www.bit.ly/Sp-Conf-1-Feb (Meeting ID: 
829 1336 8055 / Passcode: 095738), 15th  February: 
Fr James Bradley (Washington, USA) www.bit.ly/Sp-
Conf-15-feb (Meeting ID: 864 3599 1311 / Passcode: 
643999). All Members, Associates, and Friends of 
the Ordinariate are welcome to join us, as are those 
interested in joining the Ordinariate.

150th Anniversary

THis yEAR St Mary’s Husbands Bosworth 
celebrates 150 years since the church was first 

opened. We are celebrating with a series of events, some 

News from the Ordinariate

... continued at the foot of page 17 Ø 
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Ukraine: at war 
for just one year?
Jackie Ottaway and Ronald Crane report 
on their exclusive interview with Bishop Kenneth Nowakowski 
of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Eparchy in London

WE MET Bishop Kenneth Nowakowski at the Chancery by the Cathedral of the Holy Family, of the 
Ukrainian Greek Catholic Eparchy in London. Bishop Kenneth is a warm, pleasant and humble man. 

Our conversation took place in a comfortable room, but we were conscious of the gravity of the occasion. The 
24th February 2023 will be the first anniversary of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. Much has happened since 
then, and indeed since our first conversation with Bishop Kenneth.

We asked him for  an appraisal 
of the state of the war in Ukraine 
particularly from an ecclesiastical 
point of view. He replied with a 
refreshing frankness. “This war 
has been going on for over eight 
years but the intense fighting has 
occurred since the full scale invasion 
on the 24th February. This one year 
anniversary will be marked with 
tears and sadness because of the loss 
of so many innocent lives. So many 
hopes and dreams have been crushed 
and destroyed by this absolutely 
unprovoked, unnecessary war.

“Many families have been ripped 
apart. In the last ten months over 
160,000 people from Ukraine have arrived and been 
welcomed here in the UK. They have been welcomed 
into around 75 or 80,000 private homes by English, 
Welsh, and Scottish people. Hospitals, schools, 
theatres, and private residences in Ukraine have been 
destroyed. I can’t say that it’s collateral damage. Clearly 
many of these were targeted. Not because they were 
near to a military installation, but because they were a 
hospital, a school, a theatre, or an apartment building. 
Of course, that’s weaponising terror! I think the 
winter has also been weaponised. If you’ve lost certain 
elements that make homes liveable like heating and 
electricity, in the summer time it’s horrible, but in the 
winter it’s unbearable.

“I think that the war is not bending the people of 
Ukraine. In fact, the more they are bombed, the 
more resilient they become. They know that if they 
stop fighting, Ukraine will be wiped off the face of 
the earth; it will be total genocide. Ukrainians have 
survived for centuries. I understand that for at least 

600 years Ukrainians have defended 
their territory but never invaded 
their neighbours. They have also 
maintained their culture, their 
language and their religions in the 
face of horrible oppressions and 
will continue to do so now they’re 
fighting for their own democracy 
and for democracy in Europe.

“The arms, humanitarian aid 
and moral support help received 
from Western Nations especially 
the United Kingdom has been very 
welcome.”

We wondered if the Church in 
Ukraine just carries on as normal 

with services, and what happens in the occupied areas.

Bishop Kenneth responded, “Well, certainly in the 
occupied areas our priests, the Ukrainian Catholic 
priests and Roman Catholic priests and many 
of the Ukrainian Orthodox priests aligned with 
Constantinople, have remained, and tried to carry out 
their pastoral ministry as best they can. But it is under 
sometimes horrific conditions, with persecutions. But 
they continue. Our Patriarch Sviatoslav Shevchuk, was 
asked before the Christmas season celebration, ‘Can 
we really celebrate Christmas, this joyful event, while 
Ukraine is suffering such horrific losses?’

Sviatoslav, who was a child when the Ukrainian 
Catholic church was underground because it was one 
of the largest illegal bodies in the Soviet Union, said 
“For us Christmas and Easter were very important 
to celebrate. At Christmas, we celebrate the birth 
of our Saviour regardless of good times or bad.” He 
said, “Jesus was born in turbulent times and we are 
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living in these turbulent times, so it’s important for 
us to celebrate these festivities in a religious way the 
best we can, whether we’re in the trenches in bunkers 
or whether we happen to be able to celebrate in the 
comfort of our own homes.”

Bishop Kenneth continued, “I don’t think the church 
stops its pastoral activities just because of challenging 
difficult times. I think that the church cannot be 
oblivious to the situation it finds itself in. We are here 
to provide the Good News to people as best we can. We 
did it for over fifty years in the underground, and now 
we are in a state of war those brave men and women 
who are providing pastoral care in occupied territories 
continue to do so as best as they can.”

We dared to ask about tensions in Ukraine 
between the Orthodox and Catholics who look to 
Constantinople and those who look to Moscow.

Bishop Kenneth told us, “There are tensions, but 
we are seeing that some clergy, who until recently 
commemorated the Moscow Patriarch, are now no 
longer doing so but still have not aligned themselves 
with Constantinople. I think that there are tensions 
because of the course of war and justification of the 
war rather than tensions of theology or religion.”

We were surprised at the number of Ukrainian 
Nationals that have been welcomed into this country. 
They’re safe but must be worried about what’s 
happening at home.

“Well, throughout Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland as I visit our various parishes and communities, 
almost everybody has said that they are so grateful for 
the hospitality, kindness and warmth provided by our 
hosts and the Government, but they want to go home.

“When I was in Ukraine in September I visited Irpin 
and Bucha, the places which were the first areas to be 
liberated from the Russian forces and the atrocities 
came to light. I celebrated liturgy in Irpin. It was 
a beautiful autumn Sunday morning. We arrived 
at the famous bridge, that had been blown up, by 
the Ukrainians, to hamper the advancement of the 
Russian forces. That bridge still had not been repaired; 
we crossed on a makeshift bridge. 

“Immediately we were in a residential neighbourhood 
that was blackened and bombed. It was like a dystopian 
movie scene after a horrible disaster. In fact it was 
reality. We stopped the car and I could not stop crying. 
We arrived at the church and it was like being at any 
other parish when the Bishop arrives. The people were 
standing on the steps with the traditional Ukrainian 

greeting and welcome of bread and salt. They invited 
me into the church and we began the celebration of 
Divine Liturgy. It was a small church but it was filled 
and the singing was joyful. Afterwards I spent several 
hours with the people, just to listen to what they had 
experienced during the occupation. Then I asked them 
if they had anything to ask me. This was four days after 
the funeral of Queen Elizabeth. The first question was, 
‘Bishop Kenneth, what is King Charles like?’

“It was humorous, but it said to me that these 
people who had suffered such great loss had not cut 
themselves off from the rest of the world. Everybody 
wanted to hear my reply.

“The King came to our Cathedral just after the 
invasion, with the then Duchess of Cornwall. Then 
he came here on 30th  November to open officially 
our Ukraine welcome centre. It had already been 
functioning for several months and is a joint 
collaboration with the Ukrainian Catholic efforts and 
the Association of Ukrainians in Great Britain.

“The people in Irpin said to me, ‘When you go back 
please thank people but also ask them to remember us. 
If they forget us then it will still be worth it but if they 
remember us in their prayers and their thoughts and 
their comments, that will mean so much.”

“Then as we were leaving this young woman came 
up to me and she said, ‘Oh Bishop Kenneth, it’s so 
wonderful to see you again.’ I asked her when we met, 
as I didn’t remember her. She said, ‘Shortly after the 
full-scale invasion I fled and got to London. I was 
sponsored there and it was fabulous. My host was so 
wonderful. I had everything I needed. Every Sunday I 
attended church at your Cathedral. But two weeks ago 
I made the decision to return home. No matter how 
wonderful everything was for me in London, Irpin is 
my home and this is where I had to come back.’ I said, 
‘Did you find your home okay? Where are you living?’ 
She said, ‘No, it was bombed, But I have very good 
friends, so I am rebuilding my life and this is where I 
need to be.’”

“People have experienced love here in the United 
Kingdom. The average group coming is a mother with 
one or two children. That means at least 70-75,000 
people here who have opened their homes, not for just 
2 or 3 days but for 6 months and perhaps even more. 
For me that has been so inspiring. Mothers had to flee 
from harm and left their husbands behind, who are 
defending their country.”

We asked if there was communication between them 
and husbands?
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Bishop Kenneth replied with great enthusiasm. “Oh 
that’s one of the big plusses, but also a big challenge. 
My cell phone goes off continually with messages. In 
the morning the first thing you do is to check the social 
media messages. Certainly where there’s electricity 
and generators people are able to communicate.  But 
we should not forget the incredible response of those 
countries and those people living on the border lands 
with Ukraine; especially Poland, Rumania, Hungary, 
Slovakia, who have welcomed millions of Ukrainians. 
Many remain in the border area because they want to 
be close. They want to be there so they can go back 
when it seems safe. But then they come back and 
they’re still welcome.

“So many communities here in the United Kingdom, 
the Ukrainian community, obviously; but the Polish 
community and other ethnic groups have been 
supplying assistance, humanitarian aid, to those 
border countries who are housing Ukrainians who are 
temporarily displaced. They have recognised the stress 
and the burdens that those border countries have had 
to shoulder and are prepared to help, not just waiting 
for the Government, which has also helped, but also 
making sacrifices themselves.” I must also mention 
how wonderful those border countries have been 
to Ukraine; how welcome their assistance and how 
incredible their Governments have been.

“The anxiety felt by non-combatants, not knowing if 
loved ones are prisoners of war or dead or just missing, 
is very much felt in all of our communities here in the 
United Kingdom, especially in our churches where 
daily we have commemorations for the dead, both 
combatants and non-combatants and certainly for 
those people who are still living in Ukraine. Many of 
my friends are priests in Ukraine and almost daily have 
the burial of people, especially soldiers, who have died; 
their bodies repatriated or brought to their homes for 
funeral. I think we don’t know the true count, but if 
you talk to people in cemeteries and churches you’ll 
find they are, sadly, very busy

“I visited the cemetery in Bucha. I was shown the 
old part, and then the part of the part that contained 
most of the people who had passed away because 
of Covid related illnesses. That was huge. Next was 
the portion of the cemetery where people had died 
because of the occupation; it was huge. But not all the 
non-combatants were killed by the occupiers but had 
died from illnesses that were not treated because of the 
occupation, not because some occupier held a gun to 
their head or their home was bombed. Then they took 
me to the section that they call the Alley of the Heroes, 
which are the people who were combatants, who had 
died defending Ukraine. There are photographs on 

most of these graves and so many of them were young 
men, but there were also elderly men who had not 
been conscripted but had volunteered because they 
want to defend Ukraine and their pictures showed 
men who were probably over the age of sixty and were 
not conscripted; that was tragic.”

With regard to the recent and awful helicopter crash 
in Ukraine, Bishop Kenneth said, “The cause still 
hasn’t been determined, but when they are on these 
helicopter missions, they are flying very low, to avoid 
the possibility of radar. The tragedy of it, whether it was 
human error, or mechanical failure, or act of sabotage, 
is that the human lives that were lost, the children, 
the kindergarten, but especially the people who are in 
charge of defending Ukraine. The President has lost a 
very close friend, but so has the Minister of Defence. I 
was listening to his comments not only have we lost a 
very good military man but a good friend as well.

“The President was not well-known before the 
invasion; now he’s as well known as any American 
President. His wife, Olena Zelenska, has had to become 
a very public person; a role she didn’t expect. She had 
been a fashion model, so she wasn’t camera shy, but 
fashion models do not speak under scrutiny. She has 
had to be the spokesperson to represent Ukraine, 
talking to world leaders, to journalists, to the public. 
Her husband decided to remain mainly in Ukraine 
during this war. When Olena came to the UK it was 
a wonderful experience. She came at the same time 
as the joint visit of His Majesty the King. They came 
into our Cathedral, then to our Ukraine Welcome 
Centre. At the end I had the opportunity to have a 
few minutes to speak with her about what we’re doing 
here. She was very knowledgeable about the Ukraine 
community here, about our cathedral. Her words were 
very encouraging. I felt we needed to support and 
encourage her and here she was, giving us words of 
support and encouragement and gratitude for what we 
were doing.”

We raised the subject of the juxtaposition of peace 
and justice.

https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1KMZB_enGB578GB579&q=Olena+Zelenska&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAONgVuLSz9U3qDA2SDaJf8Royi3w8sc9YSmdSWtOXmNU4-IKzsgvd80rySypFJLgYoOy-KR4uJC08Sxi5fPPSc1LVIhKBVLF2YkAhERkCVcAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj03PW7nOP8AhVISsAKHZGCAA8QzIcDKAB6BAgbEAE
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Bishop Kenneth took up the subject, “I don’t think I 
will say anything original. President Zelenski has said 
it in the best possible way. First of all negotiations and 
peace talks can be held only when there is a guarantee 
that it’s not a ruse for something else. Those peace 
negotiations can only occur once the territorial integrity 
of Ukraine has been completely 
restored to the 1991 agreements and 
territory. Secondly: that all aggression 
and violence is ended, that war crimes 
are being prosecuted and people held 
responsible. Russia would be held 
responsible for the incredible finance 
required for rebuilding Ukraine. Peace 
is a wonderful thing, but if it’s just a 
cessation of aggression, that means it 
isn’t going to last for more than a week. 
So it’s not peace. Peace and justice go 
hand in hand. Europe will certainly 
understand that, because of the two 
world wars. There is no lasting peace 
unless there is justice.

“The big challenge both now and post war, is that the 
role of the church and of the European Community 
will continue for a long time regarding the healing 
of the spiritual, psychological and physical wounds 
of the people. We look at the families where young 
men served in Afghanistan, and have come back - 
the challenges that those families and soldiers are 
facing back here. We know what happened after the 
Vietnam war. We are starting to understand the long-
term effects on those soldiers and families. I think that 
when we look at the first and second world wars, those 
who are old enough remember family members who 
served. They came back and we didn’t understand. 
Nobody talked about it. But now we’re starting to 
understand the trauma that people have experienced.

“When I talk to those who have arrived here, many of 
them have travelled a thousand miles to get to England 
with their children. Their first hundred miles were spent 
travelling through cities and countryside that were 
ravished by war. They only had an opportunity to pack a 
few clothes and cherished items and flee. To say goodbye, 
not for two weeks of having a jolly time but not knowing 
when they were going to see each other again.

“In crowded trains arriving at the Ukrainian/Polish 
border for example, being met by strangers giving them 
something warm to drink, a hug and then helped across 
the Polish border and remaining there for a period of 
time. I don’t mean to trivialise this at all, but I have 
travelled by air to places in Europe. Compared with 
travelling twenty years ago, you came to the airport, it 
was almost a pleasant experience and you checked in, 

then you went through some kind of security, sat down 
and you had a tea or coffee or something stronger. 
You were seated on the plane, you were given free 
snacks, free food, and you arrived and your luggage 
usually arrived with you. You were met at the airport 
and it was wonderful. Now it’s get to the airport two 

hours before, almost stripped down at 
security and hope you haven’t missed 
your plane and that’s challenging! 
But again when I’ve been recently on 
these trips I’ve been thinking. There’s 
nothing to complain about here, this 
isn’t the trip that so many millions of 
Ukrainians have had to make in the 
last ten months. Let’s get to the airport 
on time. Let’s not give those who are 
assisting us at the airport a bad time. 
Let’s pray for them. When I hear people 
say, “Oh this trip is horrible…” it’s good 
coffee conversation. But what about all 
of those young children who’ve had 
to make such a horrific trip, leaving 
family behind? Will they be able to 

talk about it and do they have proper people to talk to 
about that 1000 mile trip?

“The big thing I would like to emphasise, I cannot say 
this enough, is the gravity that I feel as the Bishop for 
the Ukraine Catholic Church in Great Britain for the 
overwhelming response of support by ordinary people 
by non-government organisations and especially the 
Government and the Opposition at Westminster, for 
the unanimous support that members of both sides 
have shown towards Ukraine. I think for me if I can 
speak on behalf of a lot of the Ukrainians who have 
arrived, but also the Ukrainians who live here in the 
United Kingdom, the gratitude that we feel. On the 
18th January we commemorated, in a very quiet way, the 
tenth anniversary of the establishment of the diocese or 
Eparchy of the Holy Family. The Holy See elevated us to a 
full standing diocese. This year we’re also celebrating the 
75th anniversary of the establishment and ecclesiastical 
structure here in the United Kingdom. So many things 
have happened in those 75 years, so many things have 
happened in this last 10 years and for me in general if 
I look through those 75 years, the joy of being part of 
the fabric of British society, British community; when I 
look at myself, I’ve now been here for three years, and 
as an immigrant from Canada I love the absolute joy of 
living here and being part of the City of London and 
of the United Kingdom. It’s really enjoyable and for me 
very emotional and special.”

We are grateful to His Excellency for his time and 
words. We are sure our readers will be praying for him, 
his people, and Ukraine.
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Listen to the Portal Podcast every Saturday 
from 6pm at www.portalmag.co.uk

The PorTal 
relies on regular donations from 

YOU, our readers.  Please help us by 
making a secure donation through 
CAF online. Just point your smart 
phone or device on the QR code 
and help us continue our work. 

Thank you.

THIS MONTH’S DEVOTION HOLY FATHER’S INTENTIONS
To keep a good Lent For religious sisters and consecrated women. We pray for religious sisters 

and consecrated women; thanking them for their mission and their 
courage; may they continue to find new responses to the challenges of 
our times.

1 W St Feria (Brigid of Kildare Abbess) Council Member: The Revd Jonathan Redvers Harris
2 T Candlemass (Feast) The Portal magazine and Podcast
3 F Feria (St Blaise B&M) The Blessing of Throats
4 S Feria (St Gilbert of Sempringham) 

(Our Lady on Saturday)
Council Member: The Revd Andrew Starkie

5 S X Septuagesima (5OT) 
(3rd Sunday before Lent)

Your Mission, Group, or Parish

6 M S Paul Miki & Comp MM Council Secretary: The Revd Thomas Mason
7 T Feria Communications Officer: Vacant
8 W Feria (St Jerome Emiliani, Pr) 

(St Josephine Bakhita V)
Newsletter Editor: Ferdinand von Holstein

9 T Feria (Wales: St Teilo, Bp) Directory and Ordo Compiler: The Revd Len Black & Bryan Miller (proof 
reader)

10 F St Scholastica The Portal Magazine Editors: Mrs Jackie Ottaway and Mr Ronald Crane
11 S Feria (Our Lady of Lourdes) Portal Podcast Editor: Mr Ian O’Hara
12 S X Sexagesima (6OT) 

(2nd Sunday before Lent)
our Mission, Group, or Parish

13 M Feria Portal Editorial Board Member: Mr David Chapman (proof reader)
14 T Sts Cyril & Methodius (Feast) Europe
15 W Feria Portal Editorial Board Member: Mrs Cheryl Pittuck
16 T Feria Portal Editorial Board Member: Mr Cyril Wood
17 F Feria (The 7 Holy Founders of the Servite Order) Portal Editorial Board Member: The Revd Matthew Pittam

18 S Feria (Our Lady on Saturday) Portal Typesetter and IT: The Revd Len Black
19 S X Quinquagesima (7OT) 

(Sunday before Lent)
Your Mission, Group, or Parish

20 M Feria Finance Council Chairman: The Revd Christopher Lindlar
21 T Feria (St Peter Damian, Bp, Dr) Finance Council Secretary: The Revd Len Cox
22 W Ash Wednesday To keep a good Lent
23 T St Polycarp Finance Council Member: The Rt Revd Mgr Keith Newton
24 F Feria Finance Council Member: The Revd David Lashbrooke
25 S Feria (Our Lady on Saturday) Finance Council Member: The Revd Jonathan Redvers Harris
26 S X The 1st Sunday in Lent Your Mission, Group, or Parish 
27 M Monday of Lent I Finance Council Member: Mr Terry Brown
28 T Tuesday of Lent I Finance Council Member: Mr Brian Cox

http://www.portalmag.co.uk
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BiRMiNgHAM St Margaret Mary, 59 Perry  
Common Road, Birmingham B23 7AB  Mass: Sunday: 
11am (Divine Worship). ContaCt: Fr Simon Ellis: 
0121 373 0069 - birmingham@ordinariate.org.uk

BRisToL St Joseph, Camp Road, Weston-super-
Mare BS23 2EN  Mass: 2nd Sunday 12 noon (Divine 
Worship), followed by shared lunch and Benediction 
at 2:30pm (subject to change in the summer months)  
ContaCt: Fr Bernard Sixtus: 02920 362599 or 
07720 272137 - bristol@ordinariate.org.uk

BUcKfAsT St Mary’s Abbey, Buckfast TQ11 0EE  
The Ordinariate Mass is not currently being offered at the 
Abbey due to present restrictions. Fr Hellyer is offering the 
Ordinariate mass in his parish in Plymouth.   ContaCt: 
Fr Ian Hellyer: 01752 600054 - ian@hellyer.org

cHELMsfoRd Blessed Sacrament, 116 
Melbourne Avenue, Chelmsford CM1 2DU  Mass:  
Sunday: 9.30am and 11.30am, (on 1st Sunday of 
the month, specifically Ordinariate), also on Mon 
to Sat at 9.15am with RC community  ContaCt: 
chelmsford@ordinariate.org.uk

cHicHEsTER St Richard,  Cawley Road 
Chichester PO19 1XB  Mass: Saturday 4.15pm 
(Divine Worship)  ContaCt: Fr Simon Chinery: 
07971 523008 - chichester@ordinariate.org.uk

coRNWALL For up to date  information about 
the Cornwall Group, please ContaCt: Fr David 
Lashbrooke: 01803 329703 or 07847 222030 - 
cornwall@ordinariate.org.uk

covENTRy The Precious Blood of Our 
Lord Jesus Christ & All Souls, Kingsland 
Avenue, Earlsdon, Coventry CV5 8DX  Mass: 
Sundays 11.15am, Mon-Wed 9.30am, Thu 7.30pm, 
Fri 7.30am, Sat 9.30am - all Masses currently live 
streamed  ContaCt: Fr Paul Burch: 02476 674161 
- paul.burch@ordinariate.org.uk

cRoydoN At the moment the Croydon Group 
does not have any Ordinariate Masses, but it is 
hoped that they might begin again soon - for further 
information  ContaCt: Jackie Brooks: 0208 777 
6426  - jaxprint@btinternet.com

dARLiNgToN St Osmund, Main Road, 

Gainford, County Durham DL2 3DZ Mass: Sundays: 
9.30am and 11.30am (Divine Worship); Tues: 10am; 
Fri: 11.45am Sext, 12 noon (Divine Worship). 
ContaCt:  Fr Thomas Mason: 07876 308657 - info@
ordinariate-darlington.co.uk - www.ordinariate-
darlington.co.uk

dERBy/NoTTiNgHAM Our Lady and 
St Thomas, Nottingham Road, Ilkeston DE7 5RF 
Mass: Sat before 1st Sun 6.30pm (Divine Worship), 
Thu 9.15am (Divine Worship) St Paul, Lenton 
Boulevard, Nottingham NG7 2BY  Mass: Sun 6pm 
(Divine Worship).  ContaCt: Fr Andrew Harding 
01159 325642. Fr Christopher Cann: 01889 569579, Fr 
Peter Peterken: 01332 766285, Fr David Jones: 01162 
302244 - derby-nottingham@ordinariate.org.uk

EAsTBoURNE Christ the King, 3 Princes 
Road, Langney, Eastbourne BN23 6HT Mass: 
Sun 4pm, Thur 7pm (both Divine Worship)  
ContaCt: Fr Neil Chatfield: 07718 123304 - neil.
chatfield@eastbourneordinariate.org.uk- www.
eastbourneordinariate.org.uk

foLKEsToNE/dovER St Paul’s, 103 Maison 
Dieu Road, Dover CT16 1RU Mass: Sunday: 11.30am 
(with parish) ContaCt: Fr James Houghton - 
folkestone@ordinariate.org.uk

HARLoW The Assumption of Our Lady, 
Mulberry Green, Old Harlow, Essex CM17 0HA  
Mass: Sunday: 10am and 6pm (Divine Worship 
1st Sun), Wed 10am (Divine Worship). Check 
bulletin at www.catholicchurchoftheassumption.co.uk 
or ContaCt: Fr John Corbyn: 01279 434203 - 
john.corbyn@btinternet.com 

HEMEL HEMPsTEAd St Paul’s, (Anglican) 
Solway, Hemel Hempstead HP2 5QN  Mass: Sunday: 
9.15am  ContaCt:  hemel.hempstead@ordinariate.
org.uk

isLE of WigHT St Thomas of Canterbury, 
Terminus Road, Cowes PO31 7TJ  Mass:  (Divine 
Worship) for details, ContaCt: Fr Jonathan Redvers 
Harris: 01983 292739 - frjonathanrh@btinternet.com

LoNdoN cENTRAL Our Lady of the 
Assumption and St Gregory, Warwick Street, 
London W1B 5LZ  (Nearest tube: Piccadilly) Mass: 

Ordinariate Mass times
Where to find us at prayer in England, Scotland and Wales

Ø
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Sunday: 10.30am Solemn Mass with choir, Weekdays: 
8am and 12.45pm (all Divine Worship), Sat 6pm 
(Novus Ordo), Feasts and Solemnities as advertised.  
ContaCt: Fr Mark Elliott-Smith 07815 320761 - 
markelliottsmith@rcdow.org.uk

LoNdoN LEyToNsToNE St John 
Vianney, 1 Stoneleigh Road, Clayhall, Ilford IG5 
0JB Mass:  Sunday: 9am, 10am, 4.30pm Adoration, 
5pm (Divine Worship), Daily: 8.30am Adoration, 
9am Mass, 5.30pm Evening Prayer. ContaCt: 
Fr Rob Page: 020 8550 4540 - vianney.clayhall@
btinternet.com

LoNdoN soUTH  Most Precious 
Blood, O’Meara Street, The Borough, London 
SE1 1TE  Mass: Sunday: 9.30am, 11am; Tues-
Fri 12.35pm, Thur (term time) 6.30pm (Divine 
Worship); Sat 10am (Divine Worship); Holy 
Days: 6.30pm (Divine Worship); Evensong: 
Thur 6pm (term time); Confessions: Tues-Fri 12 
noon  ContaCt: Fr Christopher Pearson 0207 
407 3951 - parish@preciousblood.org.uk - www.
preciousblood.org.uk

LoNdoN WALTHAMsToW Christ the 
King, 455 Chingford Road, Chingford, E4 8SP  Mass: 
Sunday: 11am  ContaCt: Fr David Waller: 020 8527 
4519 - walthamstow.south@ordinariate.org.uk

MAidsToNE  St Mary, Nettlestead, Maidstone 
ME18 5HA  Mass: Sunday 9.30am. ContaCt: Fr 
Alastair Ferguson: 01892 838230 - 07887 925356 
alastair.ferguson@ordinariate.org.uk

MANcHEsTER St Margaret Mary, St Margaret’s 
Road, New Moston M40 0JE  Mass: Sunday: 10.30am 
(Divine Worship) Mass during the week: please 
check the Sunday notices on the website  ContaCt: 
Fr Andrew Starkie: 0161 681 1651  - manchester@
ordinariate.org.uk - www.ordinariatemcr.com

NoRTHAMPToN Our Lady of the Sacred 
Heart, 82 Knox Road, Wellingborough NN8 1JA  
Mass: First Saturday of the month: 6pm (Sung Mass) 
ContaCt: Mgr John Broadhurst: 01933 674614  - 
frjohnbroadhurst@btinternet.com

oXfoRd Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford 
OX1 4LD Mass: Saturday (of Sunday) 5pm (Divine 
Worship), Sunday 11.15pm, Wed 9am, Thu 7.30pm 
(Divine Worship), 8pm Adoration & Confessions, 
9.40pm Compline and Benediction, Fri 12.30pm 
(Latin), Sat 9am  ContaCt: Fr Daniel Lloyd: 01865 
437066 - daniel.lloyd@ordinariate.org.uk

PLyMoUTH St Edward the Confessor, Home 
Park Avenue, Peverell, Plymouth PL3 4PG  Mass: Sunday 
11.30pm, Fri 12 noon (both Divine Worship) ContaCt: 
Fr Ian Hellyer: 01752 600054 - ian@hellyer.org

RAMsgATE Shrine of St Augustine, St 
Augustine’s Road CT11 9PA  Mass: Sunday 5pm 
(Divine Worship), followed by refreshments 
ContaCt: Fr Simon Heans: 07305317642 - office@
augustineshrine.co.uk 

PoRTsMoUTH St Agatha, Cascades Approach, 
Portsmouth PO1 4RJ Mass: Sunday 11am (Solemn), 
Mon, Fri (Requiem) and Sat 11am ContaCt: info@
stagathaschurch.co.uk - www.stagathaschurch.co.uk

REAdiNg St James, Abbey Ruins, Forbury Road, 
Reading, Berkshire RG1 3HW (next to old Reading Gaol)  
Mass: Sunday: 9.15am.  ContaCt: Fr David Elliott: 
07973 241424 - reading@ordinariate.org.uk

sALisBURy St Osmund, Exeter Street, 
Salisbury SP1 2SF   Mass: Sunday: 12 noon, 
Wed: 7pm. ContaCt: Fr Jonathan Creer: 07724 
896579 - jonathan.creer@hotmail.co.uk - www.
salisburycatholics.org/ordinariate

soUTHENd St Peter’s Eastwood, 59 Eastwood 
Road North, Leigh on Sea SS9 4BX Mass: Sunday: 
9am, 10.30am, Mon 7pm, Tues, Wed, Fri 9.30am, Thur 
11am, Sat 10am (Divine Worship) and 5.30pm (Vigil) 
ContaCt: Fr Jeffrey Woolnough (Group Pastor): 
01702 525323, 07956 801381 - fatherjeffw@gmail.
com, Fr Bob White: 01268 543910 - pilgrimclub@
waitrose.com, Dcn Richard Cerson: 07910 388795 
- rcerson@gmail.com  - www.stpetereastwood.org - 
www.jeffwoolnougholw.blogspot.co.uk

ToRBAy Our Lady of Walsingham with St 
Cuthbert Mayne, Old Mill Road, Torquay TQ2 6HJ 
MattIns: streamed Tues-Fri: 7.50am, Sat, Sun: 9am  
Mass: Sunday: 10am, Mon: 12 noon, Tues: 6.30pm,  
Wed-Sat: 10am, Solemnities 7pm (All masses are 
streamed except on Monday)  PaRIsH PRIEst: Fr 
David Lashbrooke: 01803 329703 or 07847222030 - 
lashy@me.com -  www.ourladytofwalsingham.online 
for up to date information and for streaming.

WALsiNgHAM The Annunciation, Friday 
Market, Walsingham NR22 6AL  Mass: 1st Sunday: 
2pm (Nov-Mar), 3pm (Apr-Oct) (Divine Worship), 
2nd Sun: Evens and Benediction, 4pm at Our Lady of 
Pity, Swaffham, 4th Sun: Mass: The Pontifical Holy 
House, The Annunciation, Kings Lynn at 2pm. 
(3pm April to October). Live streamed. ContaCt: Fr 
Gordon Adam: 01553 777428 - gordonadam1962@Ø
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btinternet.com Dcn Shaun Morrison: 07880 600094 - 
shaunmorrison1975@btinternet.com

scoTLANd  -   www.ordinariate.scot
ABERdEEN University Catholic Chaplaincy, 
Elphinstone House, 7 High St, Aberdeen AB24 3EE  
Mass: Saturday before 2nd Sunday: 12 noon (Divine 
Worship) ContaCt: Fr Len Black: 01463 235597 - 
fr.len@ordinariate.scot

EdiNBURgH St Columba, 9 Upper Gray St, 
Edinburgh EH9 1SN  Mass: 2nd Sunday: 11.30am 
(Divine Worship) ContaCt: Fr Len Black: 01463 
235597 - fr.len@ordinariate.scot

iNvERNEss Royal Northern Infirmary 
Chapel, Ness Walk, Inverness IV3 5SF  Mass: Sunday: 
11am (Divine Worship) Oratory of St Joseph, 49 
Laurel Avenue, Inverness IV3 5RR  Mass: Tues, Wed, 
Thur, Fri, Sat and Feast Days 11.15am (all Divine 
Worship) - please check times at: www.ordinariate.

scot  ContaCt: Fr Len Black: 01463 235597 - fr.len@
ordinariate.scot

WHiTHoRN  St Martin and St Ninian, George 
Street, Whithorn DG8 8PZ  Mass: Wed 10.30am 
(Divine Worship); Stonehouse Mill, Sorbie DG8 
8AN Mass: First Sunday 11am (Divine Worship) 
(contact Fr Simon for directions), ContaCt: Fr Simon 
Beveridge: 01988 850786 - whithorn@ordinariate.scot

NAiRN  St Mary, 7 Academy Street, Nairn IV12 
4RJ Mass: 1st Mon 10am (Divine Worship) 
ContaCt: Fr Cameron Macdonald: 01667 453867 - 
nairn@ordinariate.scot

WALEs: soUTH EAsT Ss Basil & Gwladys, 
Tregwilym Road, Rogerstone, Newport NP10 9DW  
Mass: Sunday: 11am (Divine Worship)  ContaCt: 
Fr Bernard Sixtus: 02920 362599 or 07720 272137 - 
wales@ordinariate.org.uk - www.ordinariate.org.uk/
groups/wales-se.php

Please help us keep these pages up to date and let us know of any changes - email: info@portalmag.co.uk

w ww.ordinariate.org.uk

VISIT
The Bulletin on Divine Worship 
A quarterly publication for our clergy 

and those interested in liturgy. 
It is intended to help, guide and plan 

the liturgical life of Ordinariate parishes 
and communities. 

Find it at 
www.ordinariate.org.uk

> NEWS > Bulletin

The Ordinary’s Diary   –   February 2023
The Ordinary: The Rt Revd Mgr Keith Newton 

The Presbytery, 24 Golden Square, London W1F 9JR         Tel: 020 7440 5750
Email: keith.newton@ordinariate.org.uk         Website:  www.ordinariate.org.uk

5th  10.30am Ordination to the Diaconate of Matthew Topham by 
Archbishop MacDonald, Our Lady of the Assumption 
Warwick Street, London W1B 5LZ

6th-10th  Priests’ Retreat, Pope St John XXIII Seminary, Bergamo, 

19th  3.30pm  Evensong, The Chapel, Hampton Court Palace, London

21st  12.30pm  Episcopal Ordination of Bishop Philip Moger, St George’s 
Cathedral, Southwark. SE1 7HY

23rd  11.00am  Department of Dialogue and Unity, Eccleston Square

22nd 6.30pm  Solemn Mass of Ash Wednesday, Our Lady of the 
Assumption, Warwick Street, London. W1B 5LZ

26th  10.30am  Solemn Mass, Our Lady of the Assumption, Warwick Street, 
London. W1B 5LZ

THE ORDINARIATE DEANS
Midlands & the North
Fr Andrew Starkie 
Telephone:  0161 681 1651        
andrew.starkie@ordinariate.org.uk

The south West & Wales
Fr David Lashbrooke
Telephone:  01803 391703  
david.lashbrooke@ordinariate.org.uk

south East & scotland
Fr David Waller, V.G.
Telephone:  02085 274519  
david.waller@ordinariate.org.uk
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Ordinariate News ... continued from page 12

Fr Michael Halsall writes:

That they may 
all be One
Fr Michael Halsall

sPRiNg BRiNgs with it a renewed intensity for life, after the prolonged cold spell. The bulbs are 
bursting out of their pots in the garden, and Prittlewell Priory Park – here in Southend-on-Sea - has had 

snowdrops in bloom since Christmas. Each day as I walk the dog around the ancient grounds, I am reminded 
of our Christian heritage, once a thriving monastic community. 

The nearby St Mary’s Church of England church has 
overwintered under plastic, as a simple task of removing 
the front pews has unearthed bodily remains, and 
evidence of both Anglo-Saxon and Roman presence. 
Like many Norman churches, it betrays the phases of 
English religious life in stone, dust, and glass, and is a 
constant reminder of the dislocation brought about by 
the English Reformation.

Many of our groups work closely with their Anglican 
neighbours, even sharing premises. A group has been 
meeting, considering ways in which we can share the 
faith with our neighbours, and seek to welcome them 
home. The plan is to develop a range of resources to 
help reach out to Anglicans. This is the spiritual vision 
of the late Pope Benedict XVI, and is enshrined in our 
governing document – Anglicanorum Coetibus – “It is 
the Holy Spirit, the principle of unity, which establishes 
the Church as a communion. He is the principle of the 
unity of the faithful in the teaching of the Apostles, in 
the breaking of the bread and in prayer”. 

Along with our growing family of liturgies, we are 
reminded that, “many elements of sanctification and 
of truth are found outside her visible confines. Since 

these are gifts properly belonging to the Church of 
Christ, they are forces impelling towards Catholic 
unity.” These are ‘gifts to be shared’, not just amongst 
our Anglican neighbours, but with the wider Catholic 
church. Please pray for this new initiative – ‘Outreach 
to Anglicans’ – and pray for the fruit of Pope Benedict’s 
vision. As a Personal Ordinariate, we are still a new 
part of the Catholic church, evolving and responding 
to our changing circumstances.

It is with thanksgiving that we have evidence of this 
fruit, as we shall host two selection days in March, for 
both priesthood and the permanent diaconate – four 
candidates in all. We are beginning to recruit men 
from our groups into formation for holy orders, and 
this is an encouraging sign. Please continue praying for 
vocations within the Ordinariate, in all their variety: 
that the Lord will continue to move men and women 
into the fulness of Catholic life.

Fr Michael Halsall is the Vicar for Vocations & 
Formation, and lecturer in Philosophy 

at Allen Hall Seminary and may be 
contacted at frmichaelhalsall@gmail.com

of which are still at the planning stage. (More dates to 
follow after our next Pastoral Council Meeting on 22nd 
January). These are the events we have confirmed: 
sunday 23rd april - Fr Ed Tomlinson. Fr Ed is the 
pastor of the Tunbridge Wells Ordinariate Group at 
Pembury in Kent. sunday 14th May - Mgr Michael 
Nazir-Ali. Mgr Michael was the Anglican Bishop 
of Rochester and is now a Catholic priest within the 
Ordinariate. sunday 18th June - Fr Andrew Starkie. 
Fr Andrew is the Dean of the Northern Deanery of 
the Ordinariate. July TBC. sunday 13th august - 
Mgr Keith Newton. Fr Keith will come on the Sunday 

nearest the 15th August which is the anniversary of 
the first Mass at St Mary’s. 

Visiting Choir and Musicians: sunday 18th June 
- Sine Nomine will come to sing Mass. Sine Nomine 
is a choir which tours venues throughout the world. 
They will come to St Mary’s to sing the Mass on this 
day. Ecumenical Event: On sunday 12th March, The 
Rt Revd Martin Snow (Anglican Bishop of Leicester), 
will visit our community, with lunch at the Turville 
Hall in the village. This will be a joint event with local 
Anglicans.

mailto:frmichaelhalsall%40gmail.com?subject=


  February 2023 Page 18RTALTHE P

Evolution and Conversion
Fr Simon Heans

THis is the title of a personal testimony by Dr Romulo Carleial in the current issue of Dowry, the 
magazine of the FSSP in this country. Dr Carleial, who is a biologist with a PhD in Zoology from Oxford, 

writes: ‘Despite being raised in a Catholic home, I abandoned my faith as a teenager and posteriorly dedicated 
my scientific career to the defence of evolution.’ He adds that his atheism ‘although not initially motivated by 
evolution… was most definitely strengthened by it’. He accepted Richard Dawkins’s view that ‘Darwin made 
it possible to be an intellectually fulfilled atheist’ because he ‘provided a respectable naturalistic Genesis 
account that was initially missing from atheism.’ Dr Carleial no longer thinks like that and he has returned 
to the Catholic faith. 

Part of the great intellectual legacy left by the late Pope 
Emeritus is a substantial body of work on the question 
of evolution. It has been carefully analysed by Fr 
Michael Chaberek in his important study Catholicism 
and Evolution A History from Darwin to Pope Francis. 
He shows that Benedict was an opponent of evolution 
on philosophical grounds, but in the aftermath of the 
hostility generated by Cardinal Schoenborn’s 2005 
article in The New York Times (‘Finding Design in 
Nature’) among scientists, not least the scientists in 
his own Schulerkreis (a group of German academics 
who were once Professor Ratzinger’s doctoral 
students), he did not take his opposition further. Dr 
Carleial explains why he rejects their protests and 
cites evidence suggesting that scientific opinion is 
changing. Nevertheless, he admits he is ‘sceptical we 
will be witnessing the downfall of evolution as a theory 
over the next decades’. The reason for his scepticism 
is the widespread commitment among scientists to 
Universal Common Descent (UCD). 

Why is this the touchstone of evolutionary 
orthodoxy? Dr Carleial answers by referring to the 
views of the first evolutionists, the ancient Greek 
thinkers Empedocles and Epicurus. This evolutionary 
narrative was freighted with mythological elements, 
but during the Enlightenment, philosophers purged it 
of its bizarre aspects so that it became a respectable 
alternative to the origins account in Genesis. Darwin’s 
grandfather Erasmus was not ashamed to avow his 
allegiance: he had ‘Everything from Shells’ inscribed on 
the side of his coach! But the serious point here is that 
evolution was a philosophical position, a philosophy 
of being as becoming. And that, mutatis mutandis, is 
what it remained in the hands of his grandson, and 
remains to this day.  

I realise that is a big claim to make in a little article, 
but consider why there was such an outcry from 
the scientific establishment, including Catholics 
like Professors Stephen Barr and Kenneth Miller, 

when Cardinal Schoenborn wrote favourably about 
Intelligent Design. The answer is that the latter proposes 
a different origin for the existence of life forms such as 
the bacterial flagellum and other ‘irreducibly complex’ 
(to use the ID term) organisms. But UCD decrees that 
every part of the biosphere comes from the same source 
without exception. Thus evolution leaves no room for 
a creator who actually created. As Dr Carleial puts it: 
‘Ultimately, the foundation sustaining the edifice of 
evolution is the Enlightenment desire to purge history 
from divine causality.’

I am currently showing a DVD programme called 
Foundations Restored A Catholic Perspective on 
Origins to my adult formation group in Ramsgate. It 
powerfully develops the points made in Dr Carleial’s 
article, and in an accessible fashion. The first two 
films are available free to view on the Kolbe Center 
for Creation Studies website. Using this catechetical 
programme would, I suggest, be an appropriate tribute 
to our beloved late Emeritus’s contribution to the vital 
task of developing a coherent Catholic doctrine of 
creation for our times. 

Sister Deidre 
Michael SBVM RIP

sister Deidre Michael sBVM 
died peacefully on the morning 
of 6th January.  She was 92 years 
old and was resident in the St 
Joseph’s care home in Harborne 
where she had been cared for 
by the Little Sisters of the Poor 
for several years.  Sister Deidre 
Michael’s funeral will probably 
take place 11.00am on Tuesday 
31st January at the convent in 

Kingstanding.  Further details will be put on the 
Ordinariate website.  May she Rest in peace.
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Our window on the CofE
Fr Paul Benfield

iT WAs announced on 10th  January that the next Bishop of Blackburn is to be the Rt Revd Philip 
North, currently Bishop of Burnley, a suffragan see within the diocese. The announcement has generally 

been greeted with much pleasure in the diocese including the vast majority of women priests although I 
understand that a few people are unhappy because Bishop Philip does not ordain women priests. However, 
the level of opposition is nowhere near as great as that which led Bishop Philip to withdraw from being 
Bishop of Sheffield in 2017.

Predictably WATCH (Women and the Church) has 
issued a statement saying that they cannot support 
the appointment. They makes various inaccurate 
claims such as ‘Bishop Philip is a member of and on 
the Council of The Society of St Wilfrid and St Hilda 
(SSWSH), which is a network of clergy who do not 
share in the Eucharist when it is presided over by any 
female priest, any male priest ordained by a female 
bishop, and by any bishop, male or female, who has 
ordained women’. 

The latter part of that statement is, of course, incorrect 
as Bishop Philip and other Society priests and bishops 
do receive Holy Communion from bishops who have 
ordained women. Indeed Bishop Philip regularly 
received the Sacrament  from  the hands of the last 
Bishop of Blackburn, Bishop Julian Henderson, who 
ordained women. It seems that WATCH is promoting 
the ‘tainted hands’ myth which still exists (together 
with the equally false ‘tainted altar’ myth which alleges 
that Society priests will not celebrate at an altar where 
a woman has presided). 

It  seems  that WATCH is trying to undo the 2014 
settlement which paved the way for women bishops 
and allowed for someone such as Bishop Philip to be 
a diocesan bishop. The only other diocesan who does 
not ordain women priests is Bishop Martin Warner of 
Chichester, who was appointed before 2014.

Later in the same week the Church Commissioners 
published their full report on slavery. A statement said 
‘The Church Commissioners for England have learned 
from research they commissioned that Queen 
Anne’s Bounty, a predecessor fund of the 
Church Commissioners’ endowment, had links 
with transatlantic chattel slavery. The Church 
Commissioners are deeply sorry for their predecessor 
fund’s links with transatlantic chattel slavery’

In response to this finding the Commissioners 
announced that  they had committed themselves to 
trying to address some of the past wrongs by investing 

in a better future. They will seek to do this through 
committing £100 million of funding over the next 
nine years commencing in 2023, to a programme of 
impact investment, research and engagement.

This led to an open letter to the Archbishop of 
Canterbury from the Revd Marcus Walker, Chair of 
the Save the Parish movement,  in which he said that 
the Church has money when they want for matters 
that they care about. He went on  ‘Before the church 
can find £100m for this new project they needs to 
show that they can sort its own house out and fund its 
frontline. “Where your treasure is there will your heart 
be also.”’

In an article in the Critic magazine Sebastian Millbank 
says ‘According to the vague and opportunistic logic 
of the modern progressive orthodoxy around race, 
racism is “structural” — which is to say, so diffuse 
and broad as to implicate every single white, western 
person and institution. 

Having established its tenuous link to the slave 
trade, the Church of England can cheerfully get stuck 
in (several years late, as is its stately way) to some 
institutional self-flagellation (just to complete the 
picture of inverted medieval piety)’.

Mother Winsome visited the seminarians and 
newly ordained at Allen Hall last month, introducing 
them to the Religious life in the Ordinariate.

Mother Winsome 
visits Allen Hall
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Aid to the Church in Need

The war on Nigeria’s 
Christians escalates
John Newton reports

THis LENT Aid to the Church in Need (ACN) is focusing on Nigeria. When Bishop Jude Arogundade 
of Ondo visited the UK he spoke to ACN’s John Newton about the tragedy that struck his diocese. “As 

people ran out of the church the gunmen were outside waiting to shoot them down.” When I interviewed 
him, Bishop Jude obviously still felt the weight and the pain of the massacre that occurred in Ondo Diocese 
on Pentecost Sunday 2022, when Islamist extremists targeted the morning Mass.

41 people, including children, were 
killed when armed men fired randomly 
into the congregation at St Francis 
Xavier’s Catholic Church, in Owo, 
Ondo State just as Mass was finishing. 
As people tried to escape they were 
confronted by extremists outside the 
church who were waiting for people 
trying to flee the violence.

When he heard about the attack 
Bishop Jude immediately made the 
one-hour journey from his cathedral 
in Akure to Owo. He told ACN: “When 
I got to the church, what I saw was 
horrific – how could anyone just start 
shooting like that?”

Obviously deeply moved by what he saw, he described 
seeing children as young as two killed in the attack. 
Bishop Jude said: “I think what was on the minds of 
those terrorists was that they would kill everybody: 
girls, boys, women – everybody.” Adding: “To this 
day I still envision that scene: I ask the question why 
should they do that to anyone?”

Whatever their reasons for the mass slaughter, the 
extremist group ISWAP – the local branch of ISIS 
(Daesh) – claimed responsibility. In a 2012 video 
message the extremists publicly declared that they 
were launching a “war on Christians”. But the group 
has previously concentrated its efforts on carving out a 
caliphate in north-eastern Nigeria and last June’s attack 
in Ondo State marked the first time that an attack had 
been carried out that far south in the country.

ACN has promised to help rebuild the Church in 
Owo, and as part of its 2023 Lenten campaign it will be 
appealing for funds for this, as well as help to provide 

trauma counselling and emergency help for families 
and individuals whose lives have been devastated by 
ISWAP across Nigeria.

Visiting the victims of the massacre at hospital, 
Bishop Jude offered what hope and consolation that 
he could to the 77 Mass-goers who had been injured 
when the jihadists attacked. “Doctors were called in 
from other hospitals, surgeries were going on, bullets 
were being removed.” Bishop Jude described talking to 
a man in his 70s who had a bullet lodged in his chest. 
He was full of joy and told the bishop that he believed 
he had been saved because he was wearing a scapular. 

Despite all that the people suffered on Pentecost 
Sunday Bishop Jude tells us that “The Faith is very 
alive”. He adds: “Their lives have been completely 
changed – but they are still people of Faith.”

Aid to the Church in Need - www.acnuk.org 
contact: acn@acnuk.org  or call 020 8642 8668

http://www.acnuk.org
mailto:acn%40acnuk.org?subject=
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Finding Stability in 
Times of Change

Richard Frost - 2022 - Endulini Publishing

Review by Donato Tallo

THERE ARE many concepts in the world today that are widely debated but one that many people are 
likely to agree on is that life is full of change. Change is something that impacts each and every one of us 

every single day and while some change is positive, some is unfortunately negative and while some types of 
change can bring many benefits, some types of change can generate fear and uncertainty. 

In the book Finding Stability in Times 
of Change, Richard Frost examines 
the concept of change from several 
different perspectives acknowledging 
that change is part of life and reminding 
the reader in many different ways 
throughout the book that God is always 
present through all types of change. 

The book is one that provides the 
reader with many opportunities for 
reflection and thought provoking 
suggestions for how stability can be 
found through God. The book does not 
seek to lead the reader into thinking 
that all change is filled with happiness 
and that change is not something that 
will not continue but it offers a range of suggestions 
and tips centred around the concept of not being 
afraid. 

With reference throughout the book to the miracle of 
the calming of the storm at sea Richard Frost explores 
through scripture and the reflections of a variety of 
individuals how different types of   storms in life can 
and have been navigated in different ways, by different 
people. 

Finding stability in times of both positive and 
negative change can be filled with many different 
challenges and emotions. The reflections of the lived 
experiences of different individuals included in this 
book are very powerful and the references from a 
number of different writers help to make a number of 
key points clear and accessible to the reader. 

While the book as a whole is interesting, enjoyable 
and thought provoking, for me chapter 7 was extremely 
powerful. In Chapter 7 the author explores how Jesus 
found stability in his time on earth and is a useful 
reminder to us all that like us, Jesus had human flesh 

and faced his own times of change.

Change has and will continue 
to impact us all, this helpful and 
practical book provides hints, tips 
and reflections throughout that can 
help the reader to find stability in 
an ever changing and increasingly 
stressful and complex world. 

A book that can be read at a pace 
that suits the reader it is accessible to 
a wide audience, rooted in scripture 
and reminds us all that change is part 
of life and that seeking different forms 
of stability might not be as hard as it 
sounds. 

Forms of words for making a 
bequest in favour of the Personal 

Ordinariate of Our Lady of 
Walsingham in your Will

I GIVE to the PERSONAL ORDINARIATE 
OF OUR LADY OF WALSINGHAM, 24 Golden 
Square, London W1F 9JR, the sum of  _________ 
pounds (£                ) and I DIRECT that the receipt 
of the Treasurer or other proper officer of the 
Personal Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham 
shall be good and sufficient discharge to my 
Executor.

or
I GIVE the residue of my estate to the 

PERSONAL ORDINARIATE OF OUR LADY 
OF WALSINGHAM, 24 Golden Square, London 
W1F 9JR, and I DIRECT that the receipt of the 
Treasurer or other proper officer of the Personal 
Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham shall be 
good and sufficient discharge to my Executor.
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Newman’s 
Lenten Locomotive
Fr Peter Conley

As THE pace of the New Year speeds up in its second month, Newman writes excitedly, to his friend 
William Copeland on Ash Wednesday, 14th February, 1866: “Your Christmas Turkey was wonderful – 

but, time passes so quick, it is now a matter of history. We are steaming to Easter, and it will be upon us before 
we know where we are.” (Letters and Diaries XXII, p.155).

As we climb on board Newman’s train of thought, 
he reminds us of the practical challenges of daily 
travel that Christian discipleship brings, in one of his 
Epiphany homilies: 

“I am not speaking of cases of extraordinary 
devotion, but of what everyone must know in 
his own case, how difficult it is to command 
himself, and do that he wishes to do; – how weak 
the governing principle of his mind is, and how 
poorly and imperfectly he comes to his own 
notions of right and truth; how difficult it is to 
command his feelings, grief, anger, impatience, 
joy, fear; how difficult to govern his tongue, to 
say just what he would, how difficult to rouse 
himself to do what he would, at this time or 
that; how difficult to rise in the morning; how 
difficult to go about his duties and not be idle…
How difficult to fix his mind on his prayers; how 
difficult to regulate his thoughts through the day, 
how difficult to keep out of his mind what should 
be kept out”. 

 (Parochial and Plain Sermons V, 15).

In his poem  Candlemas, Newman maps out the 
liturgical route directing us to share in Jesus’ life from 
birth to death and glory:

And while the sword in Mary’s soul
Is driven home, we hide
In our own hearts, and count the wounds
Of passion and of pride
And still, though Candlemas be spent
And Alleluias o’er
Mary is music in our needs,
And Jesus light in store
   (The Oratory, 1849)

Newman taught that, by our penances during Lent, 
we are able to join the great sacraments of Baptism, 
where we are born again in Christ at Christmas and 
the Eucharist which honours the risen Lord at Easter. 

Very conscious of salvation’s urgent call, like a punctual 
stationmaster, Newman shouts out “all aboard”. As 
he blows his whistle, to begin our conversion-bound 
excursion, we recall his words: 

“Let us aim at the consistent habit of mind, of 
looking towards God, and rejoicing in the glory 
which shall be revealed. In that case, whether we 
eat or drink, or abstain, or whatever we do, we 
shall do all unto Him…” shining “as lights in the 
world, holding forth the word of life.” 

 (Parochial and Plain Sermons VI, 3). 

During the flight to beatify Newman in 2010, Pope 
Benedict XVI spoke of him as “a man who throughout 
his life was on a journey, a journey to let himself be 
transformed by the truth, in a search of great sincerity 
and great willingness, to learn more, to find and to 
accept the path to true life”. 

With hindsight, as the Pontiff inherits his eternal 
reward, this can be said of him too.

The Personal Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham

THE ORDER OF MASS
Divine Worship: The Missal

in accorDance WiTh The roMan riTe

Ordinariate Mass cards with the 
Order of Mass from 

Divine Worship: The Missal

are now available

Prices including UK delivery:
£1 for a single copy,  £3.50 for 10, 

£14 for 50, £26 for 100, £48 for 200

Overseas enquiries please email: 
mass.cards@ordinariate.org.uk 

for postage costs

To order, please send your name and address with your 
cheque, made payable to Ordinariate OLW to:

Mass Cards, Ordinariate OLW, 24 Golden Square, London W1F 9JR

mailto:mass.cards%40ordinariate.org.uk?subject=
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Signs of the Times
Gabriel Gilson

A WoMAN iN Birmingham is arrested for praying silently and without moving 
her lips, near an Abortion Clinic. Scotland takes dangerous steps to allow people to 

change their gender. Oh dear, what with this and euthanasia, same sex marriages (so-called), easier divorce, 
and the almost total absence of any sense of forgiveness in public life, the consequences of all this seem to be 
totally ignored.

That someone can be arrested in the UK for praying 
is an extreme example of the ‘thought police’ that now 
rule. Isabel Vaughan-Spruce was apprehended close to 
the British Pregnancy Advisory Services Robert Clinic 
in Kings Norton, Birmingham. She might have been 
praying silently within a ‘buffer zone’. Having been 
arrested, searched, and interviewed, she admitted 
that she might have been praying in silence as well 
as thinking about her lunch among other things.

The forty-five year old, director of UK March for 
Life and a counsellor, lives in Malvern, Worcestershire. 
She is due to appear at Birmingham Magistrates Court 
on February 2nd. She faces four counts of failing to 
comply with a Public Space Protection Order. Punitive 
Bail conditions forbid Ms Vaughan Spruce from 
participating in public prayer inside or outside the 
exclusion zone!

She is quoted in the Catholic Herald as saying, 
“It’s abhorrently wrong that I was arrested, 

brought into cells, searched and humiliated by 
police simply for praying in the privacy of my 
own mind. Censorship zone legislation purports 
to ban harassment, which is already illegal 
and obviously justifiable as nobody should be 
subject to harassment. But what I did was the 
furthest thing from harmful – I was exercising 
my freedom of thought, my freedom of religion, 
inside the privacy of my own mind. Nobody 
should be criminalised for thinking, for praying, 
in a public space in the UK. I have devoted 
much of my life to supporting women in crisis 
pregnancies with everything that they need to 
make an empowered choice for motherhood. 
I am also involved in supporting women who 
have had abortions and are struggling with the 
consequences of it.”

John Sherrington, Auxiliary Bishop of Westminster, 
Lead Bishop for Life Issues in England and Wales, 
said that the buffer zones were “disproportionate and 
unnecessary” and represented an attack on the religious 
liberty which was “essential for the flourishing and the 

realisation of the dignity of every human person, and 
is the foundational freedom of any free and democratic 
society”.

Meanwhile in Scotland the march for gender 
realignment gathers pace. Catholic Bishops in 
Scotland have issued a robust statement opposing the 
Scottish Government’s plans to make it much easier 
for people to alter their gender identity. The Gender 
Recognition Reform Bill has recently passed into law 
in the Scottish Parliament. There is now no need for a 
medical diagnosis of gender dysphoria to qualify for a 
gender recognition certificate (GRC).

The Scottish Catholic Bishops issued a statement on 
19th December to the effect that 

“We are gravely concerned about the changes 
proposed by the Scottish Government’s Gender 
Recognition Reform (Scotland) Act. The act 
introduces a system of self-identification, 
allowing a person to change their legal sex 
without the need for a medical diagnosis of 
gender dysphoria or having to consult a doctor. 
Removing this requirement and denying the 
important medical oversight that goes with 
it will inevitably reduce the opportunity for 
crucial health care, support, and protection for 
vulnerable individuals, including children.”

A strong criticism of the Act concerns the lowering 
of the age of gender transition to 16 years. The bishops 
also stressed concerns about the safety of women and 
children.

To pray is now, in certain circumstances, illegal in 
England. In Scotland people are free to choose their 
gender without a medical certificate. Whatever one 
thinks about gender realignment, it is surely a denial of 
what God has already given? Signs of the times indeed. 
Watch this space for more; will ‘so-called’  assisted 
suicide be next?
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You can help restore 
the monastery of San 
Benedetto in Monte -  
the birthplace of Saint 
Benedict himself - 
by purchasing the 
exceptional beer  
brewed by the monks.

Enjoy these beers as you celebrate feast days 
or with a gathering of friends knowing you 
are supporting the ongoing establishment of a 
spiritual oasis built to last a thousand years. 

Birra Nursia flows from the deep brewing heritage 
of western monasticism. Originally crafted to suit 
the rich culinary traditions of Umbria it is best 
enjoyed alongside delicious meats, cheeses and 
mushroom infused dishes. 

Find out more about the beers and the monastery 
at www.monasticorder.co.uk where Birra Nursia 
is now available for the first time in the UK.

Please drink wisely, exercising the virtue that Saint Benedict would have encouraged.


