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Zoom Worship
Will Burton has been praying with the aid of Zoom

DuRIng THE COVID lockdown and the ridiculous closure of churches, Zoom was a real Godsend. 
Of course, now that we are free to attend Mass in person, assisting at Mass via live streaming is not the 

real thing, and does not satisfy our Sunday and Holy Day Obligation. Nevertheless, for the housebound, and 
those of us who are far from being able to attend Divine Worship mass, it is still a lifeline.

However, worship is not confined to mass, important 
though that is. The Church in general, and the 
Ordinariate in particular, has a daily round of prayer 
in the shape of the Daily Office. In the Ordinariate, 
Matins and Evensong suffice, but there are also, Prime, 
Terce, Sext and None for recitation during the day, and 
the Night Office of Compline.

The ever-enterprising Ordinariate Parish of Our 
Lady of Walsingham and St Cuthbert Mayne, Torquay, 
have taken the live streaming a step further. They live 
stream Matins daily except Monday. From Tuesday to 
Friday  it  is at 0750, and on Saturday and Sunday at 
0900. It is very easy to log on, one merely goes to the 
Parish web site at www.ourladyofwalsingham.online - 
and all is simple from then on.

Not normally an early riser, I did get up early one 
Tuesday morning in December, logged on to their 
site for Matins. I have to say it was a joy. I have 
never been one who has found the Daily Office 
a chore, it has always been a joy and a privilege to 
recite, knowing that one is doing so in union with 
the Church Militant and the Church Triumphant. 
But usually it is me on my own, at home in my little 
Oratory of the Saints of Ely, reciting the Office. But it 
was lovely to be with others. 

As far as I could see Fr David Lashbrooke was joined 
by a man and a woman in the beautiful Lady Chapel 
in the Church at Torquay. There may have been others 
present that I could not see. Nevertheless, having two 
layfolk to join the priest for the morning Office is more 
than most clergy get.

The Psalms and Canticles were said slowly and 
with reverence, observing the pause at the colon. The 
lessons were read with care and reverence, the prayers 
suitable. Standing, sitting and kneeling were observed. 
Now that is a real rarity these days where people have 
a real aversion to kneeling. All in all, it was, as they say, 
“The real thing”.

The publication of “Divine Worship The Daily Office 
– Commonwealth Edition” has been a great success. 
It has also been of great worth to the Ordinariate for 
itself, but also as a valuable resource for the wider 
church, Catholic, Anglican as well as others. Its use 
spreads far beyond the confines of the Ordinariate. 

The Parish of Our Lady of Walsingham and St 
Cuthbert Mayne are to be congratulated on making 
the Morning Office available to a wider public. Now 
what about Evensong? When will the Ordinariate be 
able to live-stream Choral Evensong?

Portal Comment

Pope Emeritus 
Benedict XVI 

R.I.P.
EVERyonE AT the Portal, indeed 

everyone in the Ordinariates, is sad to 
hear the news of Benedict’s death.

Without him, there would be no 
Ordinariates, and for that he will always 
be remembered with fondness and love.

the Portal will carry a full obituary in 
our February edition, but for now, we ask 
that all our readers pray for his soul and 
offer thanks for his life and ministry.

Jesu mercy: Mary pray.

http://www.ourladyofwalsingham.online/
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What are your 
plans for 2023?
Joanna Bogle asks the question

THERE ARE some good things happening. February 11th 
will see a great gathering at the Queen Elizabeth Conference 

Centre in Westminster  to hear – among others – Bishop Robert 
Barron from the USA on the theme “Sharing the Church’s story”.  

It’s sponsored by Catholic Voices and the Guild of 
Our Lady of Ransom. Come and join in! You can find 
out more at: www.sharingthechurchsstory.com   and 
you need to hurry, as the number of tickets is not 
infinite and they are selling fast.

Later in February a good many of us will also be 
attending another great London event – this time 
across the river, at St George’s Cathedral in Southwark, 
where our new Auxiliary Bishop will be consecrated. 

Mgr Philip Moger has done a splendid job at the 
Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham and now comes 
to serve the Church in the Archdiocese of Southwark: 
there it will be a packed Cathedral to welcome him 
and will be a joyful day, adding another chapter to the 
long history of St George’s. Find out more at: www.
stgeorgescathedral.org.uk

There will be plenty happening in May to mark the 
Coronation. What is your parish doing? How can we 
help children to understand the rich significance of 
the event, its meaning and purpose, its long history? 
What projects can we launch or help to run locally? 

How about helping to ensure that children 
understand some of the prayers and the Scripture 
readings? Do children in your local area know the 

Lord’s Prayer? 
Contact me to 
discover the Lord’s Prayer Project – easy and enjoyable 
to run, and there could be some modest funding 
available to help. 

While on the subject of projects, do you know about 
the Catholic Young Writer Award? It is sponsored by 
the Catholic Union Charitable Trust, and organised 
through Catholic secondary schools. The 2022 theme 
was centred on the Eucharist, and the words of St 
John Paul II – linking with the 40th anniversary of 
his visit to Britain. The young winner, Gleb Lang, 
from St Edmund’s school, Portsmouth,  came to the 
Catholic Union AGM at London’s Farm Street Church 
to receive his prize from the President Sir Edward 
Leigh – a joyful evening. Plans for the 2023 Award are 
now in hand and brochures will go out to secondary 
schools across Britain. More info from catholicunion.
org.uk

My own plans for 2023? Apart from involvement 
in the events and activities above, my diary dates so 
far range from a talk on St John Henry Newman at 
a school in Ealing (did you know he spent part of 
his childhood at a school there?) to taking part in a 
Coronation Celebration Lunch with the Royal British 
Legion!  I’ll keep you posted on how things go!

Father Mike Cain RIP
of youR charity, pray for the repose of the soul of Mike Cain, a 

Priest of the Personal Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham, 
who died on 11 December 2022. 

Father Cain served in the Church of England before being received 
into the Catholic Church and ordained for service in the Ordinariate. 
Pray also for his wife and family, and for all who mourn his loss.

His Funeral Mass is at Our Lady of Walsingham and St Cuthbert 
Mayne Church,  Old Mill Road, Torquay TQ2 6HJ, at 2pm on Tuesday 
10th January 2023.

http://www.sharingthechurchsstory.com
http://www.stgeorgescathedral.org.uk
http://www.stgeorgescathedral.org.uk
https://catholicunion.org.uk
https://catholicunion.org.uk
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“Happy New Year!”
Snapdragon has been thinking about 
ends and beginnings

THE monTH of January is named after the Roman god Janus. He was originally a 
god of light; it was he who opened up the door of the sky at daybreak and closed it up 

again when the sun had set. 

Consequently he became the 
guardian of doors, then by extension 
the guardian of all the beginnings and 
endings of mankind; their entrances 
and exits. No doubt to facilitate his 
actions he was depicted as having two 

faces, one turned towards the past the other towards 
the future.

This then is the month of  January,  the first month 
after the winter solstice, the beginning of a new year, 
and so for many of us it is a time of beginnings; of 
new year resolutions. A time of endings also, when 
old bad habits will once again hopefully be banished 
and we will start afresh. It should come as no surprise 
that gyms are packed to bursting in January as people 
seek to lose weight; get more exercise etc. 

All those fit bit watches are in full use, telling us our 
heart rate, the number of steps  we  have done, how 
quickly we did them, what gradients we have ascended 
and what we have descended. January is the month 
when, for once, in a physical sense, we do those things 
which we ought to do, and do not do those which we 
ought not to do.

Beginnings and endings play an essential part in 
our  Catholic  faith. For us, the world, the cosmos, 
indeed the whole of creation has a beginning and an 
end. It is going somewhere, time is important, it is 
within time that all these beginnings and endings take 
place. 

It is not cyclic as some eastern religions believe, 
nor like the twilight of the gods in Norse mythology, 
leading to Ragnarok and then starting all over again. 
The Biblical witness and the teaching of the Church 
has a different view.

In the New Testament we have two words for “time” 
they are Chronos and Kairos. The word Chronos 
simply describes ordinary time, the day by day, 
minute by minute, year by year passage of time. Kairos 
however describes a special time, a time of importance 
and significance. 

This is often rendered in English as “when the time 
had come” or “at  the appointed time” or some such. 
Thus St Paul states in Galatians, ”But when the fulness 
of the time had come God sent forth his Son, made of 
a woman, made under the law…(Gal 4:4 A.V.)

The Incarnation and all the mysteries of faith, have 
their “Kairos”. I think that this is what Ecclesiastes 
Chapter 3 is hinting at when it  says,  “To everything 
there is a season, and a time to every purpose under 
the heaven.”(A.V)

We who are Christians, who are incorporated into 
the body of Christ,  also  have our Kairos. We have 
been born in a particular time and place, not by mere 
chance but with the full knowledge and will of God. It 
is in this time that we must proclaim the gospel. 

It is no use lamenting the present time as hostile to 
Jesus and his message, or pining for some mythical 
past when the proclamation was easier (Was it ever?) 
No, for us this is our Kairos, now is the acceptable time 
to make Jesus live in our hearts and minds and share 
Him with others.

Let us get into the spiritual gym of prayer and Bible 
study this January so that we may truly redeem the 
time.

The Ordinariate Directory 
and Ordo for 2022-2023 

is now available
It contains the Directory of 

Ordinariate Groups, Missions 
and Parishes, the clergy, officials 

and details of the structure of 
the Ordinariate as well as the 

Calendar for the Liturgical Year 
with references to 

the page numbers in 
Divine Worship: Daily Office 

(Commonwealth Edition)
Order you copy at  www.ordinariate.org.uk/ordo

https://www.ordinariate.org.uk/ordo
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Part of the family 4
Bryan Miller relives a week full of amazing welcomes

AT THE beginning of last July Fr Len Black and I embarked on an amazing and 
unique mini pilgrimage which took us on a round trip of 1,592 miles by land, 

on motorways, single track roads bordered by high hedges and by sea on an open 
boat.  The simplest way to let you know, in brief detail, of the great pilgrimage we embarked on is to show 
you our activities day by day about what happened on our amazing journey.  We continue ... from day four.

We were following in the footsteps 
of an amazing and determined man 
called Aelred Carlyle, born in 1879, 
who was determined to bring a 
Benedictine community back to the 
Church of England and, in time, 
founded a very substantial Abbey on 
the Island of Caldey, off the Welsh 
coast at Tenby. Difficulties with the 
hierarchy of the Church of England 
eventually led to the community 
deciding to leave the Church of 
England and be received into the 
Catholic Church as a group, the 
forerunners, one might say, of the 
Ordinariates.

Day 4: Wednesday 6th July
Last month I explained that on day 

four we began the day at Prinknash 
Abbey attending the Conventual 
Mass before heading off into the 
Cotswold countryside in search of 
the village of Guiting, where in 1898 
Aelred Carlyle had set up a small 
monastic community. 

We finished our visit there by 
finding the parish church and then, 
after getting lost several times on the 
narrow roads, the railway station at 
Notgrove Station (now a caravan 
park), much mentioned in Aelred 
Carlyle’s diaries, mainly on account 
of their trudging up and down the 
many hills they encountered getting 
to and from it!

The afternoon, on a beautiful sunny day, took us to the 
elegant town of Cheltenham to visit Fr Aelred Baker OSB, 
who is the chaplain of Nazareth House Care Home. We 
had just enough time before to visit St Gregory’s Catholic 
Church in the town, a vast cathedral like building which 
had been run as a mission by the English Benedictines, 

and where a young Aelred Carlyle, 
while visiting his grandparents, would 
go to Benediction, and which would 
no doubt fuel his drive to become a 
monk.

Fr Aelred Baker was waiting in the 
garden of Nazareth House for us and 
unless one had been told he was over 
90, you would never have guessed 
it!  He welcomed us so warmly and 
within minutes we were beginning 
our discussions about Aelred Carlyle.  

He had so much to tell us after years 
of studying Carlyle, and thankfully Fr 
Len had set us all with microphones, 
so we were able to record all he had 
to say. 

We both came away from the 
session quite inspired and, I think, 
seeing new strands to the man who 
was Aelred Carlyle.  Indeed, we had 
heard so much that we asked if we 
could return the next day to speak 
further with Fr Aelred.  An excited Fr 
Aelred, finding two people interested 
in finding our more about his 
namesake, immediately said, “Yes, of 
course!”

Day 5: Thursday 8th July
Again, Mass at Prinknash Abbey, 

and photographs with the Prior and 
Abbot as this would be our last visit 
... for the time being.  

We then took another trip into the Cotswold 
countryside to see Woodchester Priory, a beautiful 
Catholic church paid for by a convert to the Church.  
It was also the home for a period of Blessed Dominic 
Barberi, who of course received St John Henry Newman 
into the Church.

Our window on
the Ordinariate
in Scotland

... to be continued ... next month.

St Gregory’s, Cheltenham

Fr Aelred Baker OSB

Woodchester Priory Church, Stroud

Fr Stephen Horton, Prior, Abbot Francis Baird 
Fr Len and myself outside Prinknash Abbey
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FABC50 General Conference
28th October 2022

Church in the World and the Synodal Way
Mgr Dr Michael J Nazir-Ali

I Am A man under orders this morning – Cardinal 
Gracias is anxious that we should speak about the 

Church in the World and the synodal way.

It is Christ who makes the Church, who renews the 
Church and reforms the Church. In the Letter to the 
Ephesians, we are told that “Christ fills his Church 
with all his fulness (Pleroma)”. Later, in Colossians, we 
are told: “Christ who is in us, the hope of Glory”. At the 
same time, it is characteristic of St Paul to say that ‘we 
are in Christ’(the En Christo formula).

In the homily, this morning, we were told that this 
being in Christ and Christ in us has to do with us 
personally but here it has to do with the Church, in 
our standing as God’s people in the Church. We are 
in Christ grafted as a branch on the vine and Christ is 
in us feeding, making  and renewing us. The process 
for how this happens in the Church has to do with 
the transmission of the Apostolic Tradition. How it is 
transmitted from generation to generation, culture to 
culture, person to person – done well or badly, wholly 
or in part, but it is going on. 

People receive this Tradition (Paradosis), and 
sometimes people notice particular elements in it. For 
example, God’s liberation of people in the Exodus. 
It is no surprise that this trajectory is noticed by the 
enslaved and oppressed and is widely expressed, for 
example, in the African American tradition. William 
Temple used to say that the definitive commentary 
on St John’s Gospel will come from India where their 
philosophical tradition will help them notice things 
others do not notice. Pope St John Paul II spoke about 
the ‘feminine genius’ and the perspective of how 
women read the Bible from which men can learn. 
Perhaps, they could also learn from how men read the 
Bible!

How then does this Tradition engage with change? 
With new issues and new and questions. The Orthodox 
have Tradition and its transmission but we need also 
to engage with what is new – even if not all claims to 
new knowledge are true.

John Henry Newman – his views on the development 

of doctrine are crucial for us in dealing with changing 
paradigms. You know these things, but just to remind 
you – this applies in other fields too – in this process 
of development, of engaging with the new, the Gospel 
at all costs must remain, it must be conserved in all its 
fullness. Creation, redemption, and reconciliation with 
the one from whom we have become alienated, these 
aspects of the good news can never be compromised. 

The engagement must have a conservative action 
on the past. That is why in documents of the Church 
there is a constant reference back to the Councils 
of the church, the writings of the Fathers and papal 
encyclicals and exhortations - the past can give us the 
resources for the present and the future. Then we have 
continuity of principles – e.g. the Church has always 
been opposed to the killing of children - infanticide 
– and is committed to the principle of the sacredness 
of the human person at every stage of life. We grapple 
with this in the new issues surrounding abortion on 
demand and experimentation on the human embryo 
– The principle is the same – while engaging with the 
new. This also affects how we deal with end-of-life 
issues, with so-called ‘assisted dying’ or euthanasia, 
whether voluntary or involuntary. 

Finally, we must have anticipation of the future… 
in making decisions today, we must be aware of their 
consequences for the future. There can be a slippery 
slope. In the UK, for instance, the 1967 abortion law 
was passed for exceptionally hard cases. Now it has 
become a free for all, with even the possibility of ‘do 
it yourself ’ abortion at home! Euthanasia or assisted 
suicide – again its promotion started with very hard 
cases of those with terminal illness and unbearable 
pain – to now, in parts of Europe, euthanising children 
who are depressed. Nevertheless, this view of engaging 
with new knowledge is very important.

Once this engagement happens, how do we know 
that we are remaining faithful to the Apostolic 
teaching – The Vincentian Canon states the principle 
of universality:  semper, ubique et ab omnibus – what 
has been believed always by everyone and everywhere. 
This is a reasonable way of asking about fidelity to the 
Apostolic Teaching. However,  at one time, nearly 
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the whole Church had become 
Arian and  Athanasius  contra 
mundum was left almost alone 
in defending orthodoxy in 
the East. So just universality 
cannot be a sufficient 
criterion. Some people say the 
Bible must be the standard. 
Now the Bible is not other 
than the Apostolic Tradition. 
It stands within the stream of 
Apostolic tradition but is once 
for all and unchangeable. As 
Dei Verbum teaches, it is by 
which the Church orders the 
whole of her life. Scripture 
does not contradict Apostolic 
tradition and Apostolic 
Tradition does not contradict Scripture but interprets 
it and is its living manifestation in the Church.

This is why the study of the Scriptures is primary in 
the Church’s work. Scholars look behind the text of the 
Scripture, for example, to see what the oral traditions 
were of the narrative that we find in its finished form. 
Experts examine and compare manuscripts and 
ancient translations to establish a critical text of the 
Scripture. 

Commentaries give us the background, the intention 
of the writers and present-day application of the truths 
of the books of the Bible. All of this is most important, 
but scholars don’t have the last word. Having taken 
account of scholarship and the history of a text’s 
interpretation, The Church, by means of the teaching 
authority entrusted to it, has the last word as to what 
the text means.

The whole of revelation has to relate to culture and 
context. When Christians do this, they do this as people 
who embody this revelation in their engagement 
with culture and context. By culture, I mean the 
habits, customs, worldviews and values of a people. 
By context, I mean their socio-economic situation. 
Lamin Sanneh, the Gambian Catholic theologian, who 
came from a Muslim background, held that Christian 
revelation is completely translatable into every culture. 
He used to compare this with Islam – which is also a 
universal and missionary religion but where there is 
a kind of residual ‘Arabicness’ in every manifestation 
of Islam. This is not true of Christianity. There is no 
sacred language in Christianity. There are the original 
languages of Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek but no 
sacred language as such. The New Testament was 
originally written in Greek, even though the language 
of Jesus was Aramaic. So we have translation to begin 

with! It was translated into 
Aramaic/Syriac  nearly a 
hundred years after some of 
its books had been written. 
The tasks of inculturation 
then are continuing ones as 
the Church meets cultures 
with the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ as preached and lived 
by the Church.

Are there any limits to 
inculturation?

Pope St John Paul II in his 
encyclical Redemptoris Missio, 
on the continuing missionary 
mandate of the Church, speaks 

of two limits – the nature of the Gospel itself – whatever 
the inculturation, it cannot compromise the Gospel 
core of creation, incarnation, atonement, resurrection 
and eschatology. The second limit is that inculturation 
has to be such that you and I can recognise the same 
faith in one another. In Pakistan inculturation tends to 
be in forms familiar to Islam, in language, in simplicity 
of style and in forms of devotion. Across the border in 
India, you have flowers, music, colour, art etc., used as 
a matter of course, in divine worship. Will Pakistani 
Christians have difficulty in recognising Christianity 
in India and vice versa? This should not be allowed to 
happen.

Some speak of criteria for inculturation, rather than 
limits – how the mind of Christ relates to culture 
and context, how it is transmitted to a culture and 
context, making the Gospel intelligible, inspiring and 
informing people how the Gospel enables us to live a 
new life in Christ. Authentic inculturation points to 
a unity in diversity. Such diversity cannot be sheer 
diversity. The diversity must serve the unity and the 
unity the diversity. In other words, the diversity has to 
be legitimate – it feeds the unity and does not detract 
from it.

The Catholic Church has been very fortunate under 
God’s providence to maintain the whole deposit of 
faith. This is not to be taken lightly, it is very important 
to give it our full attention. Not only the sacred deposit 
of faith, of which Scripture is a norm, but also the sacred 
ministry, although not at the same level. The Church 
is the servant of the Word and not its master. These 
two aspects have to be kept together. The laying on of 
hands is not just mechanical, it is the transmission of 
the whole of the Apostolic Tradition which must be 
proclaimed, safeguarded, engaged with culture and 
context and passed on.

Ø

Mgr Dr Michael J Nazir-Ali
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Coming now to Synodality – how does the sacred 
ministry engage with the sacred deposit in a changing 
world and while involving the whole people of God? 
In the question of Synodality, walking together in the 
way, the first requirement must be about worshipping 
together – praying together. If the church is not a 
praying church, it will not be an authentically synodal 
church – in particular, we should be able to celebrate 
the Eucharist together, in its remembering, recalling, 
proclaiming and feeding. Synodality is not only about 
activism. It is about participating in Christ’s body and 
blood which has been given from the very beginning 
and which makes and renews the Church. Here, pre-
eminently, the Sacred Ministry is related to the Sacred 
Deposit, as the former makes available the latter.

Synodality is also about consulting but, in this 
consultation, we have to be quite careful about what 
we are doing. Those who are being consulted also need 
to be catechised, perhaps even evangelised. If not, you 
will just get a reflection of the culture around people. 
The ecclesial dimension of the consultation has to 
be maintained – its ecclesiality has to be respected. 
Thus the consultation must prioritise the natural 
manifestations of the Church in the family, the parish, 
the diocese and the episcopal conferences. Consulting 
with the people, is different from coming under 
pressure from ‘activist’ groups. We must make sure the 
consultation is of a theologically educated priesthood 
and catechised laity. 

Thirdly, the Sensus Fidelium is not just what the laity 
and priesthood may think at any one time. It has to 
be informed by what the Apostolic Tradition always 
has taught and to articulate the mind of the Church 
throughout the ages, as well as around the world today. 
The Sensus Fidelium has to have both a synchronic (the 
time in which we live) and diachronic (across the ages) 
aspect. Both need to be kept together if we are to have 
a rounded sense of the Sensus Fidelium. 

Finally, in its definitive form it has to be articulated 
by those who have authority to teach.

Synodality also has to do with discipline in the church 
– with saying, in the end, what can be acceptable 
and what is not acceptable. Exclusion, whether from 
the Eucharistic life of the church or from exercise of 
ministry, cannot be merely punitive, it always has been 
and must be for the sake of restoration and restitution.

Decision making – we cannot just  consult. A time 
comes for making decisions  – something has to be 
said finally about many issues – priesthood, marriage, 
family, the dignity of the person, the stewardship of 
creation etc.

The pattern of an authentic Council is to be found 
in Acts 15 where the missionaries come back and they 
say that the gentiles are coming to faith. The apostles 
and presbyters come together and decide what has to 
happen. They then associate the whole Church with 
how the message is to be communicated and who is to 
do it. Some decide what to say, and others are consulted 
about how the message is be sent and who to send. We 
can call this differentiated synodality. 

Bishops gathered together have a particular charism 
to express  the  faith of the Church and its moral 
teaching. The Bishop of Rome, with the college of 
bishops, has a particular service to declare what the 
whole Church has to believe and do. This was seen, for 
example, in the Council of Chalcedon – deadlocked 
on the nature of Christ – the arrival of Leo the Great’s 
teaching, in the form of his Tome, broke the deadlock. 
Differentiated conciliarity, the bishops together with 
the Bishop of Rome, assisted by clergy and laity, 
fulfilling their allotted tasks.

When the bishops meet in Rome, they will have to 
make some decisions – regarding the issues we are 
facing. Once again, the bishops will have to say that 
certain things are excluded. Not everything the people 
want will be given. This has to be handled sensitively 
from the beginning so that false expectations are not 
raised.

You are embarking on the next phase of synodality 
– the continental phase – it would be important to 
handle this well. Don’t put all your faith in structures. 
The church is renewed by movements of faith and a 
deeper experience of God. By moving out to the desert, 
the monastic tradition renewed the whole church. In 
the Middle Ages the parish clergy often could not 
preach. So, when the Franciscans and Dominicans 
arrived, the reason they were so popular was because 
they preached outside when they could not preach in 
the churches. This way the church was renewed.

The modern missionary movement is often criticised 
for its paternalism and feelings of cultural superiority 
etc; but we cannot forget the sacrifices they made for 
the sake of planting the Church in so many parts of 
Asia as their predecessors had done from the time 
of the Apostles. We are the beneficiaries of these 
movements of faith and of the Spirit.

Of course, we need good structures, but renewal 
comes with allowing the Holy Spirit to bring newness 
among the people. Such renewal can then also bring 
reform and renewal of the structures so that they serve 
the mission of the Church.
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“The bread of adversity &  
the water of affliction” (Is.30.20)
Fr Simon Ellis; Homily from the Advent day, ‘Come Lord Jesus’ 
for the Ordinariate at Precious Blood & All Souls, Coventry

A numBER of us will, these next few months, no doubt, quote, consciously or otherwise, 
Shakespeare’s Richard III, when we describe the state of affairs in this country as a “winter of [our] 

discontent”.  Strikes, high inflation and austerity - not to mention some bad weather thrown in for good 
measure- and we shall be comparing this winter with the discontented one of 1978/9.

The winter of discontent. The bread of discontent. The 
bread of adversity. The prophet  Isaiah challenges the 
people of Zion, those who live in Jerusalem, to see 
their sufferings in a wider context.  For us, the new 
people of Zion, the Church, assembled from the holy 
hill of Calvary, our bread of adversity is united with 
the reality that Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ 
will come again.  Isaiah prophesises that “he who 
is your teacher will hide no longer and you will see 
your teacher with your own eyes. Whether you turn 
to the right or the left, your ears will hear those words 
behind you, ‘This is the way, follow it’.” Those words 
are fulfilled in Christ.

When I think of the bread of adversity I cannot avoid 
thinking of the saints, and today, St Francis Xavier, who 
died on this day, 3rd December, in 1552. Companion, 
with Peter Favre, to Ignatius of Loyola, they formed the 
Society of Jesus, the Jesuits. Xavier knew that the bread 
of adversity was one thing, victory is Christ’s and that 
“we shall weep no more” (Isaiah 30.19). But before we 
get to that point, do not forget the prompting Francis 
had in Paris from Ignatius, who taunted him with the 
words from the gospel: “what will it profit a man to 
gain the whole world but forfeit his life?” (Mk 8.36). 

Even when Francis gave his life to the Lord, it 
was not plain sailing - and there was an awful lot of 
sailing! But seriously, when Francis went to Japan, for 
example, the Japanese, in the main, did not accept him 
because Christ was not known in China. So it was that 
Francis set his sails for China, but he never arrived 
there because he was struck with fever and died a few 
weeks later.  The bread of adversity and the water of 
affliction. But let us not forget the 30,000 he baptised 
and all those who came to know and love Christ 
through his ministry throughout the Far East. Francis 
could only do that because of the grace of God and 
because he kept his eye on God’s call to follow him, 
whatever the cost. Francis understood that everything 
is unmerited gift from God poured out upon us “as 

rays from the sun or waters from the spring.” (St 
Ignatius Spiritual Exercises 237).

God’s call to follow him is paramount. He requires 
our cooperation and response. We have to invite him, 
whatever bread of adversity we may experience.  We 
have to repeat the concluding words of Holy Scripture, 
the words from the book of Revelation, “Come, Lord 
Jesus”, Maranatha (Rev. 22.20). 

As Pope St John Paul II said, “let the passionate 
invocation of the Church, Come Lord Jesus, become 
the spontaneous sign of your heart, a heart never 
content with the present because it tends towards 
the promised fulfilment.” This Advent may our 
spontaneous invocation be, Come Lord Jesus!
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The New Organ 
at London Bridge
David Chapman was at the inaugural recital

THE oRDInARIATE and Parish Church of the Most Precious Blood, Borough, saw the inaugural 
recital on its ‘new’ organ on Saturday 10th December. Why ‘new’ you may ask. The instrument was 

originally built for the church of St Mark, Battersea Rise, in 1875 by T.C.Lewis. It was rebuilt and enlarged 
from two manuals to three in 1912. By 2012 it was noted as being in poor condition and St Mark’s church 
wanted to dispose of it. 

It was brought to Precious Blood and stored there 
during the extensive and superb restoration of the 
church. That completed, the organ has been rebuilt 
and extensively restored. It is now located in the 
west gallery of the church where, unlike its cramped 
accommodation at St Mark’s, it can speak out fully into 
the church. An 8-page leaflet giving full details of the 
history, rebuilding and specification is available.

The inaugural recital was given by Richard Pinel. He 
was until recently Director of Music at Jesus College, 
Cambridge, and has recently moved to London to 
become Director of Music at St Mary’s, Bourne Street. 

Richard had designed a programme which showed 
off all aspects of this now superb instrument, and 
showed also his mastery of many different styles of 
music with exceptional skill. Two pieces by J.S.Bach 

were followed by the delightful Sonata in C minor by 
Percy Whitlock. 

Next came – in an appropriate tribute on the 
composer’s 200th birthday – Pièce Hèroïque by César 
Franck and then Five Pieces for Organ by ‘local boy’ 
Healey Willan, who was born in nearby Balham. 
Finally, the Adagio and Final from Louis Vierne’s 
third symphony – and what a final that was! There is 
no doubt that this organ can drown out any noise of 
passing trains which are sometimes only too audible 
in the church.

This organ, which may even be further extended as 
funds allow, will be a great aid to worship, and will also 
be used for recitals. Do find an opportunity to hear it 
when you can. It was broadcast so you can go and listen 
again at  www.preciousblood.org.uk/music.html

https://www.preciousblood.org.uk/music.html
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The Chichester Mission

AT ouR service on the Feast of Christ the King 
we said goodbye to Mgr Robert Mercer who has 

returned to the community at Mirfield. Fr Robert has 
been involved with the Chichester Mission since it 
started in 2014. Fr Simon Chinery celebrated the Mass 
with Fr Robert preaching and afterwards we held a 
farewell party for him. 

On the first Sunday of Advent we were joined by Mgr 
Keith Newton for a wonderful service of baptism and 
confirmation. The photo shows Mgr Keith with baby 
Gjules and confirmation candidates Gian and Isaac, 
along with proud parents.

Ukrainian Welcome Centre 
and Winter Appeal

HIs mAjEsTy, King Charles III, made a 
special visit to the Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral 

to formally open the Welcome Centre and see the work 
that Bishop Kenneth Nowakowski and his team have 
undertaken in supporting Ukrainian families since the 
beginning of the war. The First Lady of Ukraine, Mrs 
Olena Zelenska, also attended this official opening. 

To donate, please visit: www.gofundme.com/f/44skc-
emergency-winter-appeal  - #EmergencyWinterAppeal 
- #Food4Ukraine

Ukraine is facing one of the severest air attacks it has 
been subjected to since Russia’s full-scale invasion on 
24 February 2022. Peaceful Ukrainian cities have been 
hit with deadly missiles, civilians have been targeted, 
and infrastructure destroyed leaving many without 
the basic necessities including electricity, heating, 
and water. Millions have been displaced internally 
or forced to seek  refuge  outside of their homeland. 
Ukrainians remain resilient, but they know a harsh 
winter is ahead. For that reason, Patriarch Sviatoslav, 
Major Archbishop of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic 
Church, has launched a new Emergency Winter Appeal 
to provide food packages for the most vulnerable on 
the frontlines and in recently liberated regions in East 
and South Ukraine which is suffering from a severe 
humanitarian crisis because of Russian occupation 
and bombardment.

The cost of one food parcel, providing 
enough food for two people for a week will cost 
approximately  £16.  Funds should  be remitted 
to our Eparchial Account. Account Name: 
Ukrainian Catholic Church Central  Fund;  Account 
Number: 20927317; Sort Code: 20-92-60 or by cheque 
made payable to the Ukrainian Catholic Church 
referencing Winter Appeal in both cases.

Seminarians receive Candidacy

on THE Solemnity of the Immaculate 
Conception two of our part time seminarians - 

Alex Garner and Timothy Ezat - received Candidacy 
from the Ordinary, Mgr Keith Newton. It was a first 
in several ways, in that it is the first time that such an 
event has taken place at Allen Hall; the first time that 
Mgr Keith has celebrated mass at the seminary; and 
the first time that mass in the ‘Ordinariate Use’ has 
been offered there. We are grateful to Mgr Keith, and 
the Rector - Canon John O’Leary - for all his support 
of our seminarians.

Candidacy is a stage in a  seminarian’s  life and 
formation when they have shown a significant 
movement towards serving the Lord in the ministerial 
priesthood, and made a commitment to ongoing 
formation in their lives to become ‘conformed to 
Christ’. They both served as Anglican priests, and it was 
a great joy to share this significant occasion with them. 
Other Ordinariate clergy were also present, who have 
accompanied Alex and Timothy in this journey.

Spiritual Conferences

THE sERIEs of SPIRITUAL CONFERENCES 
on Zoom will continue on Wednesdays of January 

4th and 18th at 8pm. They last 20-25 minutes, and will 
be delivered this month by two of our own priests.

The Zoom links are: 4th January – Fr Andrew Starkie 
(North Manchester): www.bit.ly/Sp-Cong-4-Jan 
(Meeting ID: 849 3801 9318 / Passcode: 253283)

18th January – Fr Thomas Mason  (Darlington): 
www.bit.ly/Sp-Cong-18-Jan (Meeting ID: 845 2012 
3834 / Passcode: 144765)

All Members, Associates, and Friends of the 
Ordinariate are welcome to join us.

News from the Ordinariate

https://www.gofundme.com/f/44skc-emergency-winter-appeal
https://www.gofundme.com/f/44skc-emergency-winter-appeal
#EmergencyWinterAppeal
#Food4Ukraine
https://bit.ly/Sp-Cong-4-Jan
https://bit.ly/Sp-Cong-18-Jan
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Listen to the Portal Podcast every Saturday 
from 6pm at www.portalmag.co.uk

the Portal 
relies on regular donations from 

YOU, our readers.  Please help us by 
making a secure donation through 
CAF online. Just point your smart 
phone or device on the QR code 
and help us continue our work. 

Thank you.

THIS MONTH’S DEVOTION HOLY FATHER’S INTENTIONS
Pray for the Unity of Christians For educators: 

We pray that educators may be credible witnesses, teaching 
fraternity rather than competition and helping the youngest and 
most vulnerable above all.

1 S Mary, Mother of God (Solemnity) Ordinariate of OLW
2 M SS Basil the Great & Gregory Nazianzen All Theologians
3 T Feria (The Most Holy Name of Jesus) The Revd Osmond Aisbitt
4 W Feria The Revd Gordon Adam
5 T Feria Finance Office: Mr Christopher Woodman
6 F X Epiphany of Our Lord The Portal Magazine, Podcast and Our Newsletter
7 S After Epiphany (St Raymond of Penyafort, Pr) 

(Our Lady on Saturday)
Safeguarding Liaison Officer: Suzanne Elaine Taylor

8 S X The Baptism of Our Lord Your Mission, Group or Parish
9 M After Baptism The Faithful Departed

10 T After Baptism Our Vicar General: The Very Revd David Waller
11 W After Baptism Our Chancellor: The Revd Jonathan Redvers Harris
12 T After Baptism (St Benedict Biscop, Ab) 

(St Aelred of Rievaulx, Ab)
Our Vice Chancellor: The Revd James Bradley

13 F After Baptism (St Kentigern, Bp) (St Hilary, Bp Dr) Our Governing Council
14 S After Baptism (Our Lady on Saturday) Council Member: The Revd Paul Burch
15 S X Epiphany II (12th anniversary of the Ordinariate) Your Mission, Group or Parish
16 M Feria Council Member: The Revd James Bradley
17 T St Anthony, Ab Council Member: The Revd Simon Chinery

18 W Feria (Week of Prayer for Christian Unity) Unity of All Christians
19 T Feria (St Wulfstan, Bp) Catholic Christians
20 F Feria (St Fabian, P M) (St Sebastian, M) Orthodox Christians
21 S St Agnes, V M Anglican Christians
22 S X Epiphany III (S Vincent, Dn M)) (Viticultures) Your Mission, Group or Parish - Protestant Christians
23 M Feria The Jewish People
24 T St Francis de Sales, Bp Dr) Other Faiths
25 W Conversion of St Paul (Feast) The Friends of the Ordinariate, 

Unity of all Humanity in the Charity and Truth of Christ
26 T Sts Timothy & Titus, Bps Council Member: The Revd Simon Ellis
27 F Feria (St Angela Merici, V) Council Member: The Revd Michael Halsall
28 S St Thomas Aquinas, Pr Dr Council Member: The Revd David Lashbrooke
29 S X Epiphany IV Your Mission, Group or Parish
30 M Feria Council Member: The Revd Christopher Lindlar
31 T St John Bosco, Pr Council Member:  The Revd Christopher Pearson

http://www.portalmag.co.uk
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BIRmIngHAm St Margaret Mary, 59 Perry  
Common Road, Birmingham B23 7AB  Mass: Sunday: 
11am (Divine Worship). ContaCt: Fr Simon Ellis: 
0121 373 0069 - birmingham@ordinariate.org.uk

BRIsToL St Joseph, Camp Road, Weston-super-
Mare BS23 2EN  Mass: 2nd Sunday of the month 12 
noon (Divine Worship), followed by shared lunch 
and Benediction at 2:30pm (subject to change in the 
summer months)  ContaCt: Deacon James Patrick: 
bristol@ordinariate.org.uk

BuCKfAsT St Mary’s Abbey, Buckfast TQ11 0EE  
The Ordinariate Mass is not currently being offered at the 
Abbey due to present restrictions. Fr Hellyer is offering the 
Ordinariate mass in his parish in Plymouth.   ContaCt: 
Fr Ian Hellyer: 01752 600054 - ian@hellyer.org

CHELmsfoRD Blessed Sacrament, 116 
Melbourne Avenue, Chelmsford CM1 2DU  Mass:  
Sunday: 9.30am and 11.30am, (on 1st Sunday of 
the month, specifically Ordinariate), also on Mon 
to Sat at 9.15am with RC community  ContaCt: 
chelmsford@ordinariate.org.uk

CHICHEsTER St Richard,  Cawley Road 
Chichester PO19 1XB  Mass: Saturday 4.15pm 
(Divine Worship)  ContaCt: Fr Simon Chinery: 
07971 523008 - chichester@ordinariate.org.uk

CoRnWALL For up to date  information about 
the Cornwall Group, please ContaCt: Fr David 
Lashbrooke: 01803 329703 or 07847 222030 - 
cornwall@ordinariate.org.uk

CoVEnTRy The Precious Blood of Our 
Lord Jesus Christ & All Souls, Kingsland 
Avenue, Earlsdon, Coventry CV5 8DX  Mass: 
Sundays 11.15am, Mon-Wed 9.30am, Thu 7.30pm, 
Fri 7.30am, Sat 9.30am - all Masses currently live 
streamed  ContaCt: Fr Paul Burch: 02476 674161 
- paul.burch@ordinariate.org.uk

CRoyDon At the moment the Croydon Group 
does not have any Ordinariate Masses, but it is 
hoped that they might begin again soon - for further 
information  ContaCt: Jackie Brooks: 0208 777 
6426  - jaxprint@btinternet.com

DARLIngTon St Osmund, Main Road, 

Gainford, County Durham DL2 3DZ Mass: Sundays: 
9.30am and 11.30am (Divine Worship); Tues: 10am; 
Fri: 11.45am Sext, 12 noon (Divine Worship). 
ContaCt:  Fr Thomas Mason: 07876 308657 - info@
ordinariate-darlington.co.uk - www.ordinariate-
darlington.co.uk

DERBy/noTTIngHAm Our Lady and 
St Thomas, Nottingham Road, Ilkeston DE7 5RF 
Mass: Sat before 1st Sun 6.30pm (Divine Worship), 
Thu 9.15am (Divine Worship) St Paul, Lenton 
Boulevard, Nottingham NG7 2BY  Mass: Sun 6pm 
(Divine Worship).  ContaCt: Fr Andrew Harding 
01159 325642. Fr Christopher Cann: 01889 569579, Fr 
Peter Peterken: 01332 766285, Fr David Jones: 01162 
302244 - derby-nottingham@ordinariate.org.uk

EAsTBouRnE Christ the King, 3 Princes 
Road, Langney, Eastbourne BN23 6HT Mass: 
Sun 4pm, Thur 7pm (both Divine Worship)  
ContaCt: Fr Neil Chatfield: 07718 123304 - neil.
chatfield@eastbourneordinariate.org.uk- www.
eastbourneordinariate.org.uk

foLKEsTonE/DoVER St Paul’s, 103 Maison 
Dieu Road, Dover CT16 1RU Mass: Sunday: 11.30am 
(with parish) ContaCt: Fr James Houghton - 
folkestone@ordinariate.org.uk

HARLoW The Assumption of Our Lady, 
Mulberry Green, Old Harlow, Essex CM17 0HA  
Mass: Sunday: 10am and 6pm (Divine Worship 
1st Sun), Wed 10am (Divine Worship). Check 
bulletin at www.catholicchurchoftheassumption.co.uk 
or ContaCt: Fr John Corbyn: 01279 434203 - 
john.corbyn@btinternet.com 

HEmEL HEmPsTEAD St Paul’s, (Anglican) 
Solway, Hemel Hempstead HP2 5QN  Mass: Sunday: 
9.15am  ContaCt:  hemel.hempstead@ordinariate.
org.uk

IsLE of WIgHT St Thomas of Canterbury, 
Terminus Road, Cowes PO31 7TJ  Mass:  (Divine 
Worship) for details, ContaCt: Fr Jonathan Redvers 
Harris: 01983 292739 - frjonathanrh@btinternet.com

LonDon CEnTRAL Our Lady of the 
Assumption and St Gregory, Warwick Street, 
London W1B 5LZ  (Nearest tube: Piccadilly) Mass: 

Ordinariate Mass times
Where to find us at prayer in England, Scotland and Wales

Ø
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Sunday: 10.30am Solemn Mass with choir, Weekdays: 
8am and 12.45pm (all Divine Worship), Sat 6pm 
(Novus Ordo), Feasts and Solemnities as advertised.  
ContaCt: Fr Mark Elliott-Smith 07815 320761 - 
markelliottsmith@rcdow.org.uk

LonDon LEyTonsTonE St John 
Vianney, 1 Stoneleigh Road, Clayhall, Ilford IG5 
0JB Mass:  Sunday: 9am, 10am, 4.30pm Adoration, 
5pm (Divine Worship), Daily: 8.30am Adoration, 
9am Mass, 5.30pm Evening Prayer. ContaCt: 
Fr Rob Page: 020 8550 4540 - vianney.clayhall@
btinternet.com

LonDon souTH  Most Precious 
Blood, O’Meara Street, The Borough, London 
SE1 1TE  Mass: Sunday: 9.30am, 11am; Tues-
Fri 12.35pm, Thur (term time) 6.30pm (Divine 
Worship); Sat 10am (Divine Worship); Holy 
Days: 6.30pm (Divine Worship); Evensong: 
Thur 6pm (term time); Confessions: Tues-Fri 12 
noon  ContaCt: Fr Christopher Pearson 0207 
407 3951 - parish@preciousblood.org.uk - www.
preciousblood.org.uk

LonDon WALTHAmsToW Christ the 
King, 455 Chingford Road, Chingford, E4 8SP  Mass: 
Sunday: 11am  ContaCt: Fr David Waller: 020 8527 
4519 - walthamstow.south@ordinariate.org.uk

mAIDsTonE  St Mary, Nettlestead, Maidstone 
ME18 5HA  Mass: Sunday 9.30am. ContaCt: Fr 
Alastair Ferguson: 01892 838230 - 07887 925356 
alastair.ferguson@ordinariate.org.uk

mAnCHEsTER St Margaret Mary, St Margaret’s 
Road, New Moston M40 0JE  Mass: Sunday: 10.30am 
(Divine Worship) Mass during the week: please 
check the Sunday notices on the website  ContaCt: 
Fr Andrew Starkie: 0161 681 1651  - manchester@
ordinariate.org.uk - www.ordinariatemcr.com

noRTHAmPTon Our Lady of the Sacred 
Heart, 82 Knox Road, Wellingborough NN8 1JA  
Mass: First Saturday of the month: 6pm (Sung Mass) 
ContaCt: Mgr John Broadhurst: 01933 674614  - 
frjohnbroadhurst@btinternet.com

oXfoRD Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford 
OX1 4LD Mass: Saturday (of Sunday) 5pm (Divine 
Worship), Sunday 11.15pm, Wed 9am, Thu 7.30pm 
(Divine Worship), 8pm Adoration & Confessions, 
9.40pm Compline and Benediction, Fri 12.30pm 
(Latin), Sat 9am  ContaCt: Fr Daniel Lloyd: 01865 
437066 - daniel.lloyd@ordinariate.org.uk

PLymouTH St Edward the Confessor, Home 
Park Avenue, Peverell, Plymouth PL3 4PG  Mass: Sunday 
11.30pm, Fri 12 noon (both Divine Worship) ContaCt: 
Fr Ian Hellyer: 01752 600054 - ian@hellyer.org

RAmsgATE Shrine of St Augustine, St 
Augustine’s Road CT11 9PA  Mass: Sunday 5pm 
(Divine Worship), followed by refreshments 
ContaCt: Fr Simon Heans: 07305317642 - office@
augustineshrine.co.uk 

PoRTsmouTH St Agatha, Cascades Approach, 
Portsmouth PO1 4RJ Mass: Sunday 11am (Solemn), 
Mon, Fri (Requiem) and Sat 11am ContaCt: info@
stagathaschurch.co.uk - www.stagathaschurch.co.uk

READIng St James, Abbey Ruins, Forbury Road, 
Reading, Berkshire RG1 3HW (next to old Reading Gaol)  
Mass: Sunday: 9.15am.  ContaCt: Fr David Elliott: 
07973 241424 - reading@ordinariate.org.uk

sALIsBuRy St Osmund, Exeter Street, 
Salisbury SP1 2SF   Mass: Sunday: 12 noon, 
Wed: 7pm. ContaCt: Fr Jonathan Creer: 07724 
896579 - jonathan.creer@hotmail.co.uk - www.
salisburycatholics.org/ordinariate

souTHEnD St Peter’s Eastwood, 59 Eastwood 
Road North, Leigh on Sea SS9 4BX Mass: Sunday: 
9am, 10.30am, Mon 7pm, Tues, Wed, Fri 9.30am, Thur 
11am, Sat 10am (Divine Worship) and 5.30pm (Vigil) 
ContaCt: Fr Jeffrey Woolnough (Group Pastor): 
01702 525323, 07956 801381 - fatherjeffw@gmail.
com, Fr Bob White: 01268 543910 - pilgrimclub@
waitrose.com, Dcn Richard Cerson: 07910 388795 
- rcerson@gmail.com  - www.stpetereastwood.org - 
www.jeffwoolnougholw.blogspot.co.uk

ToRBAy The Parish of Our Lady of 
Walsingham with St Cuthbert Mayne, Torquay 
TQ2 6HJ MattIns: streamed Tues-Fri: 7.50am, Sat, 
Sun: 9am  Mass: Sunday: 10am, Mon: 12 noon, Tues: 
6.30pm,  Wed-Sat: 10am, Solemnities 7pm (All masses 
are streamed except on Monday)  PaRIsH PRIEst: 
Fr David Lashbrooke: 01803 329703 or 07847222030 
- lashy@me.com -  www.ourladytofwalsingham.
online for up to date information and for streaming.

WALsIngHAm The Annunciation, Friday 
Market, Walsingham NR22 6AL  Mass: 1st Sunday: 
2pm (Nov-Mar), 3pm (Apr-Oct) (Divine Worship), 
2nd Sun: Evens and Benediction, 4pm at Our Lady 
of Pity, Swaffham  ContaCt: Fr Gordon Adam: 
01553 777428 - gordonadam1962@btinternet.com Dcn 
Shaun Morrison: 07880 600094 - shaunmorrison1975@
btinternet.com Ø
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sCoTLAnD  -   www.ordinariate.scot
ABERDEEn University Catholic Chaplaincy, 
Elphinstone House, 7 High St, Aberdeen AB24 3EE  
Mass: Saturday before 2nd Sunday: 12 noon (Divine 
Worship) ContaCt: Fr Len Black: 01463 235597 - 
fr.len@ordinariate.scot

EDInBuRgH St Columba, 9 Upper Gray St, 
Edinburgh EH9 1SN  Mass: 2nd Sunday: 11.30am 
(Divine Worship) ContaCt: Fr Len Black: 01463 
235597 - fr.len@ordinariate.scot

InVERnEss Royal Northern Infirmary 
Chapel, Ness Walk, Inverness IV3 5SF  Mass: Sunday: 
11am (Divine Worship) Oratory of St Joseph, 49 
Laurel Avenue, Inverness IV3 5RR  Mass: Tues, Wed, 
Thur, Fri, Sat and Feast Days 11.15am (all Divine 
Worship) - please check times at: www.ordinariate.
scot  ContaCt: Fr Len Black: 01463 235597 - fr.len@
ordinariate.scot

WHITHoRn  St Martin and St Ninian, George 
Street, Whithorn DG8 8PZ  Mass: Wed 10.30am 
(Divine Worship); Stonehouse Mill, Sorbie DG8 
8AN Mass: First Sunday 11am (Divine Worship) 
(contact Fr Simon for directions), ContaCt: Fr Simon 
Beveridge: 01988 850786 - whithorn@ordinariate.scot

nAIRn  St Mary, 7 Academy Street, Nairn IV12 
4RJ Mass: 1st Mon 10am (Divine Worship) 
ContaCt: Fr Cameron Macdonald: 01667 453867 - 
nairn@ordinariate.scot

WALEs: souTH EAsT Ss Basil & Gwladys, 
Tregwilym Road, Rogerstone, Newport NP10 9DW  
Mass: Sunday: 11am (Divine Worship)  ContaCt: 
Fr Bernard Sixtus: 02920 362599 or 07720 272137 - 
wales@ordinariate.org.uk - www.ordinariate.org.uk/
groups/wales-se.php

w ww.ordinariate.org.uk

VISIT

The Ordinary’s Diary   –   January 2023
The Ordinary:  

The Rt Revd Mgr Keith Newton 
The Presbytery, 24 Golden Square, London W1F 9JR         Tel: 020 7440 5750

Email: keith.newton@ordinariate.org.uk         Website:  www.ordinariate.org.uk

1st 10.30am Solemn Mass, Our Lady of the Assumption, Warwick Street, 
London W1B 5LZ

5th 6.30pm  FOTO Epiphany Carol Service, Our Lady of the Assumption, 
Warwick Street, London W1B 5LZ

8th 12noon  Mass and Confirmation, St Joseph’s, Camp Road, Weston-
super-Mare BS23 2EN

10th 2.00pm  Funeral Mass of Fr Mike Cain, Our Lady of Walsingham and St 
Cuthbert Mayne, Torquay TQ2 6HJ

12th 1.30pm  Finance Council by Zoom

15th 10.30am  Solemn Mass and Confirmation, St Margaret Mary, New 
Moston, Manchester M40 0JE

17th 1.30pm  Governing Council by Zoom

19th 6.00pm  Book Launch, St Mary’s University, Twickenham TW1 4SX

22nd 10.00am  Mass, The Assumption, Harlow CM17 0HA

24th 12noon  FOTO Board meeting, 24 Golden Square, London W1F 9JR

25th 1.30pm  Co-ordinators’ meeting, 24 Golden Square, London W1B 5LZ

26th 10.30am  Clergy Plenary, St Aloysius, Euston, London NW1 1TA

The Bulletin on Divine Worship 
A quarterly publication for our clergy 

and those interested in liturgy. 
It is intended to help, guide and plan 

the liturgical life of Ordinariate parishes 
and communities. 

Find it at 
www.ordinariate.org.uk

> NEWS > Bulletin

THE ORDINARIATE DEANS
midlands & the north
Fr Andrew Starkie 
Telephone:  0161 681 1651        
andrew.starkie@ordinariate.org.uk

The south West & Wales
Fr David Lashbrooke
Telephone:  01803 391703  
david.lashbrooke@ordinariate.org.uk

south East & scotland
Fr David Waller, V.G.
Telephone:  02085 274519  
david.waller@ordinariate.org.uk

PLEAsE help us by letting us know of any changes       
. . . email us at info@portalmag.co.uk  
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“Come, Lord Jesus” event
Jackie Ottaway and Ronald Crane were there

mAny of our readers will remember the event on Torbay back in May when Ordinariate priests 
and laity met together for a wonderful few days of prayer, worship, talks and fellowship. This event 

has sparked a renewal of such meetings. We have apparently been  stymied  by distance.  After all, the 
Ordinariate in the UK stretches from the north of Scotland to Cornwall, with the odd member in France. 
But the event  in  Torbay proved that the distance between our various members need not be a problem, 
rather something that has a positive aspect. Coming together for a residential event means that we have the 
opportunity to get to know each other in ways that would be impossible otherwise.

The benefits of such residential meetings 
were quickly appreciated, and another 
residential meeting is planned for 2nd  to 
4th May 2023 in Walthamstow entitled “Most 
Highly Favoured Lady”. Book the dates in 
your diary. More details will be announced 
in due course.

Another  spin-off of the Torbay event 
is that areas of the UK Ordinariate may 
arrange day-long meetings for the clergy 
and laity  in  that particular area. Earlier 
this year one was held in Manchester that 
was most  blessed. Invited by our Dean, 
Fr Andrew Starkie at the church of St 
Margaret Mary, New Moston, we spent a 
whole  day  together;  Mass,  lunch,  social 
time,  and Evensong and Benediction. 
Arranged for the North and Midland 
regions, it attracted people from as far 
apart as Darlington and Birmingham, and 
places in between.

Building on this, in December another 
meeting was held in Coventry for the 
Midland and North regions. Forty 
people made their way to the church 
of All Souls and The Most Precious 
Blood, where the Coventry Ordinariate 
Mission meets. Fr Paul Burch, our 
Episcopal Vicar for Evangelisation, and 
Parish Priest at All Souls, took up the 
baton from Fr Starkie and invited us to 
meet together during Advent. 

We celebrated mass together and 
Fr Simon Ellis’ homily is elsewhere 
in this edition of  the Portal. Then 
we enjoyed a magnificent lunch, and 
the opportunity to socialise. Finally, 
we were treated to Candle-lit Advent 
Carols, joined by members of the 

Coventry congregation.

It was yet another wonderful occasion. 
During the day, we managed to speak 
with a number of those present. In 
answer to the question, “What can you 
tell me about the Ordinariate here at 
Coventry?” came the answer, “It’s small but 
enthusiastic!”

Our Portal Podcast Editor, Ian O’Hara, 
was discovered in the kitchen. Although he 
tried to keep us out, we managed to worm 
our way in! Asked if he was management 
or labour when it comes to organising this, 
he replied, “I’m staff.” So, we assumed, he was 
management and  labour.  “No,” he replied, 
“I’m not management.” He continued, “With 
regard to food, it is an excellent show, lots 
of sweets. I made the soups. Pasta,  curry, 
jacket  potatoes;  a big range and everyone 
seems to have had their  fill.” Speaking  to 
Ronald, he said, “I haven’t had time to 
test the desserts yet! You were in the way.” 
Ronald  confessed, “Indeed I was.” Ian 

thought it “A good turnout; everything 
was excellent.”

We came across Pauline Johnson from 
Coventry. She is a Diocesan  Catholic 
and aims to be an Ordinariate Associate. 
She told us how much she valued 
Walsingham, and she also does duties 
for Mary’s Meals, a worthy charity.

Jan read in church at mass. She was 
a last minute appointment, but carried 
out her duty perfectly. She has been in 
the Ordinariate just fifteen months. She 
and Ronald agreed that these events 
are best judged by the food, and the 
Coventry one got top marks. As Jan 

Ø

Ann North

Catherine Burch

Gaynor Smith

Honor and Heather Thornhill

Tuppeny and Laura Magson
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said, “That’s the Anglican patrimony, isn’t it?”

We tracked down, Katharine Burch, Fr Paul’s wife. 
She played her part in the organisation of the event. 
We asked her “What made you want to invite us?” 
She said that she did not go to the Manchester event, 
but her daughter, Jess went to the Torbay one and 
was “bowled over by that, as a young person it was 
amazing really.” 

We agreed that such events are very important. 
Katharine said, “They  are,  definitely. I think they 
are important for the younger  people to  see the 
Ordinariate. My other two boys were here today, 
and they were looking around at the ages of people. 
Benedict was saying about the gap in age. Without 
the young we’re not going to grow.” Just as we were 
moving away, Katharine said, “The people on the 
periphery who weren’t members of the Ordinariate, 
have seen what it’s  like, the  community feel and 
the  friendship. People  have come along  and 
have joined us or are just friends if they’re not able 

to join us formally. These meetings are so important 
for this reason if no other.”

Laura and Lisa came together. They thought the 
food very good, as was the atmosphere. Laura is a 
member of the Ordinariate at St Margaret Mary, Perry 

Common in Birmingham, and she 
contributes to  The Portal  from time 
to time. She is on the Podcast every 
week, telling everyone about the news 
and events.  Lisa is not a Catholic, 
but an Anglican. She told us she was 
having a good day, and was impressed 
with the organisation, the food, and 
the worship.

Heather travelled in the Parish 
Minibus from Manchester with her son 
Honor. She loved the mass and the food. 
She told us that she has been attending 
St Margaret Mary, New Moston, for 
some five years now, and loves it.

All in all, “Come, Lord Jesus” was a blessed occasion. 
What is certain is that the Ordinariate in the UK needs 
more of these regional day-long meetings, as well as 
the yearly May event. Do keep you eyes open for news 
of the forthcoming May event “Most Highly Favoured 
Lady” and the next regional day-long event.

Ian O’Hara

Michael North

 Pauline Johnson

Lunchtime

Advent Carols
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Our window on the CofE
Fr Paul Benfield

THE CHuRCH of England is an episcopal church which requires its priests and deacons to be ordained 
by a bishop. Some years ago there was a suggestion that Methodist ministers who had not been episcopally 

ordained should be permitted to hold office as a Church of England presbyter in certain circumstances, but 
this seems to have been quietly dropped. Many Anglicans would not tolerate such a departure from episcopal 
ordination as required by the Act of Uniformity 1662.

Given that bishops are essential to our ecclesiology, 
who is appointed to be bishops is important, 
especially given the wide spectrum of theological 
and ecclesiological views permitted in the Church of 
England. Since the 2014 settlement, which allowed for 
women bishops, those who cannot accept ordained 
women have been assured that they are loyal Anglicans 
and have sacramental assurance guaranteed. This 
means that how bishops who minister to traditional 
Catholics are consecrated is important.

On St Andrew’s Day at York Minster Canon Stephen 
Race, then Rector of Central Barnsley, was consecrated 
Bishop Suffragan of Beverley, the Provincial Episcopal 
Visitor (PEV) for the Northern Province who ministers 
to traditional Catholics. The service more-or-less 
followed the precedent set by Archbishop Sentamu for 
the consecration of Philip North as Bishop of Burnley 
in 2015. Archbishop Stephen presided over the whole 
service and took the oaths at the beginning and then 
delegated the ordination and Eucharistic Prayer to 
Bishop Tony Robinson, Bishop of Wakefield assisted 
by the Bishop of Burnley and Bishop Glyn Webster 
(the retired Bishop of Beverley) who also laid hands. 
Although liturgical purists would have found the 
liturgy unsatisfactory because the Archbishop said the 
collect and presided over the Ministry of the Word, 
in an untidy church (as the Church of England now 
undoubtedly is) one must accept some infelicities. The 
important point is that those who ordained the new 
bishop were all in full Communion with each other and 
the new bishop and the priests and people they serve.

In accordance with the 2014 Settlement two 
more appointments of traditionalist bishops were 
announced. Fr Paul Thomas SSC, Vicar of St James, 
Paddington is to be the Bishop of Oswestry a suffragan 
in the Diocese of Lichfield and the PEV for the Western 
half of the Province of Canterbury. Fr Paul will be 
consecrated at Canterbury Cathedral in February. 
The choice of the See was not without controversy. 
An Oswestry town councillor wrote to the Bishop 
of Lichfield  saying, “The  response received to this 
announcement in Oswestry is one of upset and anger. 

The people of Oswestry feel deeply unhappy that our 
town’s name is being used by the Anglican church as 
a tool of appeasing the opponents of gender equality 
and modern interpretation of the scripture.” I hope 
the Bishop of Lichfield replied explaining the true 
situation.

Previously this role to be undertaken by the Bishop 
of Oswestry was fulfilled by the Bishop of Ebbsfleet, 
which see is now to be held by a complementarian 
conservative evangelical, a role previously undertaken 
by the Bishop of Maidstone. The Reverend Dr 
Rob Munro, Rector of St Mary’s,  Cheadle,  is to be 
consecrated to the See of Ebbsfleet.

Among other episcopal appointments announced 
recently is that of the Rt Revd Dr Emma Ineson as 
Area Bishop of Kensington in London. Dr Ineson was 
Principal of Trinity College,  Bristol,  an evangelical 
college, before becoming Bishop of Penrith in Carlisle 
Diocese in 2019. In 2021 she moved to Lambeth 
Palace to be Bishop to the Archbishops of Canterbury 
and York where she co-ordinated work between 
Lambeth and Bishopthorpe and oversaw the Lambeth 
Conference 2022. There is speculation as to why she is 
leaving Lambeth.

Forms of words for Making a Bequest 
in favour of the Personal Ordinariate 

of Our Lady of Walsingham in your Will
I GIVE to the ORDINARIATE OF OUR LADY 

OF WALSINGHAM, 24 Golden Square, London 
W1F 9JR, the sum of ______ pounds (£         ) and 
I DIRECT that the receipt of the Treasurer or other 
proper officer of the Personal Ordinariate of Our 
Lady of Walsingham shall be good and sufficient 
discharge to my Executor.

or
I GIVE the residue of my estate to the 

ORDINARIATE OF OUR LADY OF 
WALSINGHAM, 24 Golden Square, London W1F 
9JR, and I DIRECT that the receipt of the Treasurer 
or other proper officer of the Personal Ordinariate 
of Our Lady of Walsingham shall be good and 
sufficient discharge to my Executor.
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Aid to the Church in Need

Persecuted and 
Forgotten?
John Newton and John Pontifex give an overview 
of the findings of ACN’s latest report

ARounD THE world Christians find themselves subject to increased risk of harassment, arrest and 
violence. Churches are burnt, Christian women are abducted and raped, and the faithful are even killed 

for their beliefs. Aid to the Church in Need’s Persecuted and Forgotten? report, which looks at the situation of 
Christians in 24 countries where the faithful are suffering because of state repression and/or from extremist 
attacks, found that in 75 percent of countries surveyed, things have got worse.

In Africa, the report found evidence 
of a sharp increase in genocidal 
violence from militant non-state 
actors. Jihadist groups like Nigeria’s 
Boko Haram and Islamic State West 
Africa Province (ISWAP) have been 
trying to establish caliphates in the 
continent’s Sahel region. 

Nigeria probably suffers the most, 
with incidents such as the massacre 
of 41 people at St Francis Xavier’s 
Catholic Church, Ondo State on 
Pentecost 2022. 7,600 Nigerian 
Christians were killed between 
January 2021 and June 2022.

And there are serious incidents elsewhere in Africa: 
in Mozambique, Al-Shabab stepped up its terror 
campaign, killing Christians, attacking Christian-
majority villages, and burning down churches. The 
group is affiliated to Daesh (ISIS).

In the Middle East, continuing migration deepened 
the crisis, threatening the survival of some of the 
world’s oldest Christian communities. The decline 
was most marked in Syria where, within a decade, 
Christians have plummeted from 1.5 million in 2011, 
before the war began, to perhaps only 300,000, a mere 
20 percent of pre-war levels. 

In Asia, the repressive role played by state-
authoritarianism in places like China and North 
Korea is well known. But religio-nationalism also 
drove attacks on Christianity: in India and Sri 
Lanka, Hindutva and Sinhalese-Buddhist nationalist 
groups (respectively) targeted Christians and places 

of worship, and even police have 
been involved, arresting believers or 
stopping Church services.

In March 2022, pastor Yalam 
Sankar was stabbed to death after 
being dragged out of his house in 
India’s Chhattisgarh State by five 
men. The 50-year-old minister had 
received death threats from Hindutva 
nationalists, who ordered him to 
stop preaching Christianity. Local 
Catholic priest Father Vincent Ekka 
supported this version of events – 
dismissing police claims the minister 
was killed by Maoist militants. 
India saw more than 700 attacks on 

Christians between January 2021 and June 2022.

Although Pakistan is not obviously gripped by 
similar nationalist fervour, Christians have continued 
to suffer harassment, arrest and violence. The 
problems in Pakistan are illustrated by Ashfaq Masih 
being sentenced to death for blasphemy by Lahore 
High Court in July 2022. Masih has maintained his 
innocence since he was accused in June 2017. 

Cases like Ashfaq Masih’s highlight the threats 
experienced by Christians around the world – and 
it was to shine a light on cases like this that ACN 
produced its Persecuted and Forgotten? report.

To order your FREE copy of the report please visit: 
acnuk.org/orderpf22

Aid to the Church in Need - www.acnuk.org 
contact: acn@acnuk.org  or call 020 8642 8668

http://acnuk.org/orderpf22
http://www.acnuk.org
mailto:acn%40acnuk.org?subject=
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“The way we were”
Mary Kenny,  Columba Books, ISBN 9781782183860

Reviewed by Laura Magson

mARy KEnny is an Irish journalist, broadcaster and playwright who is a regular contributor to 
the Catholic Herald and the Irish Catholic.  In “The way we were” she reflects on life in her homeland, 

not with the negative view of the Catholic Church sometimes taken by books about Ireland’s past, but as a 
balanced recollection of the story of Irish life from 1922 to the present, with an emphasis on the role played 
by Catholicism.  

The book is in two parts - the first 
part is a history of the country since 
the establishment of the Irish Free 
State, incorporating some of the 
author’s own experiences and 
those of people she has known, the 
second is a series of biographies 
of Irish public figures to further 
illustrate Irish life and the way it 
has changed over a century.

Part One begins at the end of 
the civil war in the 1920s with the 
beginnings of the Free State, which, 
contrary to common perception, 
deliberately set out to be secular 
with formal separation of church 
and state, and included former 
Southern Unionists and Protestants 
within its structure.

Another common belief is challenged in the chapter 
dedicated to the 1930s, when the Irish state grew 
more Catholic following the centenary celebration of 
catholic emancipation in 1929. The author believes 
this increasingly Catholic nature was not “a form of 
authoritarian imposition by the ‘colonialist’ power of 
Rome”, but was market-led, noting that newspapers in 
those times became more successful by developing a 
more Catholic identity.

From the 1960s, the author spent time living in 
France and England, where she realised how little the 
war meant to the Irish. They viewed it as not part of 
their story, whereas for the France and English it was a 
“defining episode of national life, and of their personal 
and family lives too”. 

Ireland by its neutrality escaped the horrors of war, 
but paid a price in missing out on the social changes 
that war can bring. This included the emancipation 
of women, who in war are “called upon to perform 
activities that previously might have been deemed 

unsuitable jobs for a lady”, and 
the lightening of class divisions. 

The years after the Second World 
War were a time of development 
in the aviation industry, with Aer 
Lingus starting “the practice of 
naming each aircraft after an Irish 
saint, and blessing it with holy 
water at its baptismal launch” - 
an illustration of the conjunction 
between the national airline and 
Irish Catholic culture.

The Irish still seemed content 
with their faith into the early 
1960s, when a survey found that 
almost 90 percent of Irish people 
agreed with the proposition 

“the Church is the greatest force for good in Ireland 
today”.  The sixties were a time of radical social change 
everywhere, and it was during this decade that the 
Vatican council began, which would profoundly 
change the Catholic Church, and thus Ireland. At the 
time the vision of the Vatican council was popular, but 
looking back it was seen by some as heralding the fall 
of the Catholic Church. 

Ireland continued to become less Catholic towards 
the end of the 20th century, when there was further 
significant social change, contributed to by access 
to contraception. It also became more British, with 
British royals becoming part of everyday life with 
death of Princess Diana and Queen Elizabeth’s state 
visit in 2011.  The final chapter includes some thoughts 
as to how the country’s future may look.

“The way we were” is not intended to focus on the 
Church, but is a story of a country and its people. It 
describes a good-humoured, hospitable society, where 
every person is equally valuable, and it is clear that it 
has been shaped by its Catholic tradition.
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Newman’s Epiphany
Fr Peter Conley

DuRIng A winter break by the seaside in Deal, Newman hired a telescope to see the boats more clearly. 
Throughout his Anglican and Catholic ministries, he often recommends that every circumstance be 

viewed from a variety of perspectives. Writing to his troubled brother Charles, Newman remarks: 

“We survey moral and religious subjects 
through the glass of previous habits, and scarcely 
two persons use a glass of the same magnifying 
power.” (Letters and Diaries I, p. 226) 

He had an abiding interest in science and wanted 
to employ the best astronomer available for an 
observatory he built.

Many influential aspects of 
Newman’s own faith journey 
cluster around the Wise Men’s 
star-gazing encounter with Jesus. 
We can follow the unfolding gift 
of this revelation’s meaning for 
Newman, by focusing on the 
pastoral work he undertook, 
according to his letters and 
diaries, over a twenty-year 
period of Epiphanies (1822-
1842), until his time of reflection 
at Littlemore.

We begin on 6th  January 
1822 when Newman’s father 
challenges him to decide about 
his  vocation. A week later, 
Newman records that “he made up his mind to go into 
orders.” By 1824 he had begun work as a  deacon  at 
St  Clement’s  where he visited a young woman with 
throat cancer. 

Then, in 1825, as an Anglican priest, he enhances his 
people skills by memorising the baptismal and burial 
services. As 1826 dawns, and the feast of the three 
kings is anticipated, Newman cares for a psychiatric 
patient, Sue Wharton, in a hospital called Bethlehem 
(or as he, a Londoner, refers to it as Bedlam).

Newman’s empathy with the bereaved was profoundly 
shaped by his life-long anguish at the death of his 
youngest sister Mary, on Epiphany Eve, the year he 
became Vicar of St Mary’s in 1828.

On 4th January 1831, Newman admits to struggling 
with the “gradual mode of removing” from him his role 

as a tutor at Oriel. In response, his students bought him 
volumes of the Early Church Fathers, which proved so 
influential in his conversion to Catholicism. 

The new years of 1833-1834 and 1841 saw him 
composing many religious poems on his Mediterranean 
cruise; developing his ecclesiology lectures on  The 

Prophetic Office  and producing 
and distributing literature for the 
Oxford Movement, especially 
Tract 90. It is not surprising that 
Newman describes the Epiphany 
as the “gracious appointment of 
God’s Providence” in his sermon 
‘The Glory of the Christian 
Church’. Adding, that it is only by 
considering “His dispensations 
at a distance,  as  the Angels do, 
that we see their harmony and 
their unity; whereas scripture, 
anticipating the end from 
the beginning, places at their 
very head and first point of 
origination all that belongs 
to them respectively in their 
fulness.” (Parochial and Plain 
Sermons II, 8.).

Louis Bouyer in Newman’s Faith refers to the ‘organic, 
unifying pattern’ of thought between his Anglican 
and Catholic sermons. We see this in Newman’s 
embodiment of the man whose:

“...thoughts words and actions are cast, all 
forming parts of one and the same whole. He 
sees God in all things; every course of action 
he directs towards those spiritual objects which 
God has revealed to him; every occurrence of the 
day, every event, every person met with, all news 
he hears, he measures by the standards of God’s 
will.” (Parochial and Plain Sermons VI, 15)

Newman’s Ascension Day thoughts entitled ‘Rising 
with Christ’ inspire our own missionary travels, which 
the Magis’ persistence in faith, hope and love urge us 
to imitate.
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The Friends of the Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham  

supporting the vision of the Holy See for Christian unity 
 

A FESTIVAL of LESSONS & CAROLS 
in celebration of the Feast of the Epiphany 

 
WITH BENEDICTION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

 

 
 

Our Lady of the Assumption & Saint Gregory,  
Warwick Street, London W1B 5LZ 

 
Thursday 5th January 2023, 6.30pm 

 
Followed by drinks in the Challoner Hall 
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You can help restore 
the monastery of San 
Benedetto in Monte -  
the birthplace of Saint 
Benedict himself - 
by purchasing the 
exceptional beer  
brewed by the monks.

Enjoy these beers as you celebrate feast days 
or with a gathering of friends knowing you 
are supporting the ongoing establishment of a 
spiritual oasis built to last a thousand years. 

Birra Nursia flows from the deep brewing heritage 
of western monasticism. Originally crafted to suit 
the rich culinary traditions of Umbria it is best 
enjoyed alongside delicious meats, cheeses and 
mushroom infused dishes. 

Find out more about the beers and the monastery 
at www.monasticorder.co.uk where Birra Nursia 
is now available for the first time in the UK.

Please drink wisely, exercising the virtue that Saint Benedict would have encouraged.


