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An Evening in London
Jackie Ottaway and Ronald Crane accepted an invitation 
to a book launch in London

IT wAs The Solemnity of All Saints, and we were on the train on our way to London. Father Alexander 
Sherbrooke had invited us to attend the launch of George Weigel’s new book, ‘To Sanctify the World: the 

Living Legacy of Vatican II’. It was reviewed, via a pre-publication electronic copy, in our November edition 
by Fr Simon Heans. That edition of The Portal also contains the publishers’ comments on their new offering.

That All Saints Day the weather was awful. 
Driving rain, flooding on the Motorway and 
affecting some railway journeys. However, 
we arrived at Marylebone Station in good 
time. The Underground journey was not 
too bad; we were I suppose, just prior to the 
real ‘rush hour’.

St Patrick’s, Soho Square is round the corner 
from Tottenham Court Road Underground 
Station. It sits in a beautiful square presided 
over by a quaint Swiss-style cottage. We 
were early for mass, so we sat down and waited. The 
organist and cantor ‘tuned-up’ and people came to say 
their prayers. The church looked magnificent.

One of the comments one hears about Catholic 
Churches is that there is no ‘Wow’ factor. That cannot 
be said of Saint Patrick’s. That evening, she looked 
wonderful. The altar bedecked with statues of saints, 
empty monstrance reliquaries, and too many candles 
to count. This was going to be special.

The congregation for mass was at least two hundred 
souls, sixty percent of them under thirty years 
of age. The mass was celebrated ‘ad orientem’. Fr 
Sherbrooke’s  homily was encouraging, challenging, 
and inspirational. Starting with the well-known saints 
whose statues adorned the church, he pointed out that 
on All Saints Day, these are not the saints who are 
centre stage. Rather, it is the day for all those other, 
mostly unknown, saints who now populate heaven. 
He told us that our goal was to be saints, like them, 
although not really like them, as we have to be saints 
as ourselves.

We sang wonderful All Saints tide hymns. The organ 
was loud and magnificent. The cantor exquisite. The 
congregation devout. During the Offertory the cantor 
sang ‘Laudate Dominum’ by Mozart; it was fitting 
and wonderful. With mass over, those who had been 
invited to the book launch climbed down the stairs to 
the crypt where we were checked off on the register. 
After a brief introduction, Professor Weigel addressed 

the gathering. He sketched out his 
purpose in writing the book.

As always with Professor Weigel, he was 
as entertaining as he was informative. 
He answered a couple of questions, one 
of which took him rather a long time. 
The other was not really a question, but 
an opportunity for the questioner to 
make a statement taking the Professor to 
task. This was batted away with skill and 
politeness. There was a chance for folk 

to buy the book and have it signed by the Great Man. 
While this was going on, most of us enjoyed the food 
and drink on offer at the reception. 

We also were able to visit the church’s new venture 
where a coffee bar, a shop selling monastic  goods, a 
chapel with perpetual exposition and a book stall, 
all looking out to a piazza at the rear of the church 
designed to attract folk and evangelise. It is a wonderful 
project, and we hope to have more about it in future 
editions of The PorTal.

We are grateful to Father Sherbrooke for his kind 
invitation, and to Professor Weigel for his book. It is 
a good read, and an important contribution to the on-
going debate about the legacy of Vatican II.

The Ordinariate Directory 
and Ordo for 2022-2023 

is now available
It contains the Directory of 

Ordinariate Groups, Missions and 
Parishes, the clergy, officials and 

details of the structure of the 
Ordinariate as well as the Calendar 

for the Liturgical Year with 
references to the page numbers in 

Divine Worship: Daily Office 
(Commonwealth Edition)

Order you copy at  www.ordinariate.org.uk/ordo

https://www.ordinariate.org.uk/ordo
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... continued at the foot of the next page Ø 

Sue Ryder – 
a story worth 
discovering
Joanna Bogle

HER nAmE will be familiar to you because of the charity 
shops she established which still flourish across Britain: Sue 

Ryder. As part of the run-up to her centenary, I was invited by the Lady 
Ryder of Warsaw Memorial Trust to write her official biography. I was 
delighted to take on the task and the book has just been published (Gracewing Ltd).

For a number of reasons, Sue Ryder’s 
story will have a particular appeal 
to  Portal  readers and members of 
the Ordinariate. From childhood, 
she had a devotion to Our Lady of 
Walsingham – her parents were friends 
of the remarkable Father Hope Patten, 
whose dedicated work resulted in the 
establishment of the Anglican Shrine 
at Walsingham at the start of the 
20th  century. The Ryder family had 
homes in Yorkshire and at Cavendish 
in Suffolk, and while at the latter made regular visits 
to Walsingham.

Sue Ryder was born in 1924, and that’s the first 
intriguing thing in the story, because for years she 
maintained that she was a year older, born in 1923. She 
gave that date when she sought to join the First Aid 
Nursing Yeomanry as a teenager on the outbreak of 
World War II in 1939, and in all the years that followed 
she retained the fiction of being a year older than she 
actually was.

Her wartime service included working for SOE, the 
secret organisation which trained the men and women 
who would be parachuted into enemy-occupied 
Europe. Sue worked in the Polish section, and for the 
rest of her life she sought to honour the memory of the 
brave Poles who fought against the Nazi invasion only 
to see their country handed over to the Soviets in 1945. 
Nicknamed “the Bods”, the Polish agents dropped 
into occupied territory, faced torture and death from 
the Gestapo and from the Soviet NKVD, and the full 
story of their heroism may never be known, as many 
perished in the Gulag.

After her official wartime service, including relief 

work with refugees, finished, Sue 
Ryder simply stayed on, working 
independently. She recounts in her own 
autobiography that it simply seemed the 
natural thing to do. There were camps 
full of displaced people, homeless and 
stateless. There were shattered victims 
of concentration camps struggling with 
physical and mental torment.

By the mid-1950s, Sue Ryder had 
formed her own group, the Forgotten 

Allies Trust, aimed in particular at helping Polish 
people. She turned the family home at Cavendish 
into a place of respite for concentration camp victims, 
helped many to make new lives, and provided long-
term care for those whose sufferings had rendered 
them unable ever to work or care for themselves.

Still only in her 20s, Sue Ryder became something 
of a national figure, heralded by Eamon Andrews on 
the TV programme “This is Your Life”. Over the next 
years her work expanded into homes for the frail and 
disabled – and through this she met Leonard Cheshire, 
Britain’s most decorated Royal Air Force pilot. Their 
ideas and beliefs matched. Both were Catholics – each 
had independently joined the Catholic Church in 
the preceding years – and their work was fuelled by 
their faith. Their marriage would see them working 
together on a range of projects, beginning in India. 
Their wedding was in Bombay and they spent part 
of their honeymoon at Raphael, a centre for people 
suffering from leprosy and other diseases.

The story goes on from there: a lifetime of service 
and dedication. Even in old age, Sue kept on working. 
She was created a peeress, taking the title of the city of 
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Proper times & seasons

AH!  CHRIsTmAs.  “sEAson oF mists and mellow fruitfulness,  close-
bosom  friend of the maturing  sun.”  Oh  no.  Wait  a  minute.  Sorry! That’s Autumn 

isn’t it? Well, all I can say in my defence is that it is not my fault!

It  really  is  not my fault  that I so 
often get times and seasons mixed 
up these days. Why is it not my 
fault? I hear you say. It is because our 
secular consumerist society is always 
trying to reduce our whole year to a 
celebration of secular indulgence.

During the French Revolution they 
tried to abolish traditional months and seasons of the 
year around which were clustered various traditional 
Christian customs which had been hallowed by 
centuries of usage. The Puritans in our own country, 
though perhaps for more laudable, though nonetheless 
mistaken  reasons,  also tried to abolish certain feasts 
and celebrations.

It is ever thus that anti-Catholic elements seek to 
remove a most important part of Christian life Their 
latest attempt is the secular consumerist project. What 
I mean by this in connection with times and seasons 
is the following.

I assume, dear reader, that you are probably reading 
this in Advent. How many people nowadays in modern 
secular Britain are aware of this season and even if they 
are, how are they observing it? The nearest thing one 
could hope for would be the use of an Advent calendar. 

Not so long ago the picture would be the nativity 
scene and each window opening would be a reminder 
that the incarnation of God’s only son was drawing 
ever nearer and nearer. What do we have now? Disney, 
Teddy, Football, Minecraft calendars to name but a 
few, and that’s just for the children! All with a little gift 
behind each window.

It is easy to see what they have done. They keep the 
custom but de-sacralise it, making  it a completely 

secular activity. Mind  you,  it’s all of a  piece. Only  a 
month ago we allowed our children to prance around 
our streets after dark dressed as flesh eating zombies 
and unquiet spirits! And what was the feast they were 
celebrating? Oh yes, All Saints!

Advent is ignored, Christmas begins anytime 
from September onwards and is now simply called 
the festive season; Easter eggs appear as soon as the 
January sales are over and they have even invented 
their own consumerist feast day “Black Friday”.

We must as Christians reclaim the Times 
and Seasons. Even if we are not able to reclaim them 
in our whole  society,  let us still reclaim them in our 
own church and parish communities.

Let us call to mind another piece of our Anglican 
Patrimony which is a gift to the whole Catholic 
Church. In 1827 the saintly John Keble published “The 
Christian Year”, a cycle of poems for every Sunday of 
the Christian year based on the lectionary readings of 
the day in the BCP. It tapped into a deeply felt need 
to follow the liturgical year, to mark the times and 
the seasons. That need is still there and we must  re-
sacralise our time

Let us not spend our Advent like everyone else. Yes, I 
know we have things to do for Christmas, but let us 
put time aside for reflection as well. Let Advent be a 
time of spiritual renewal.

When Christmas is over, let us celebrate Candlemas 
with public blessing of candles and a procession; let’s 
celebrate Epiphany with Epiphany cakes; Easter with 
simnel cakes; ashes and stations in Lent; Corpus Christi 
processions in June and Soul cakes on All Souls day.

And give our spirits a day out!

Joanna Bogle ... continued from page 4
Warsaw, the first member of the House of Lords allowed 
to take the name of a foreign city. In Parliament she 
spoke up, as she had done elsewhere, firmly in favour 
of Christian marriage, Christian values, and defence 
of human life, opposing abortion and euthanasia. She 
called for Christianity to be allowed its rightful place in 
the nation’s life, recalling sadly the removal of regular 

prayers in hospital wards and the sidelining of proper 
religious education in schools.

Want to know more? The book is  Sue Ryder: A 
life lived for others, Gracewing books. Or why not 
have a talk about her at your church, school, local 
organisation? Send me an email.
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Part of the family 3
Bryan Miller relives a week full of amazing welcomes

AT THE beginning of July Fr Len Black and I embarked on an amazing and 
unique mini pilgrimage which took us on a round trip of 1,592 miles by land, 

on motorways, single track roads bordered by high hedges and by sea on an open 
boat.  The simplest way to let you know, in brief detail, of the great pilgrimage we embarked on is to show 
you our activities day by day about what happened on our amazing journey.  We continue ... from day three.

We were following in the footsteps 
of an amazing and determined 
man called Aelred Carlyle, born in 
1879, who was determined to bring 
a Benedictine community back to 
the Church of England. This drive 
continued through his student years 
onwards and saw him adopt the 
monastic name Aelred, after St Aelred 
of Rievaulx, and, in time, founding a 
very substantial Abbey on the Island 
of Caldey, off the Welsh coast at Tenby.

Difficulties with the hierarchy of the 
Church of England eventually led to 
the community deciding to leave the 
Church of England and be received 
into the Catholic Church as a group, 
the forerunners, one might say, of the 
Ordinariates.

Day 3: Tuesday 5th July
Last month I explained how this 

had taken us three days into our 
journey arriving at Prinknash Abbey, 
the Benedictine community in 
Gloucestershire where we were received 
with such warmth and pleasure and 
told on more than one occasion that the Ordinariate 
should consider itself part of the Benedictine family..

At Prinknash, we visited the final resting place of 
Dom Aelred Carlyle, now reburied in the community 
cemetery, though previously he had been buried 
in the crypt of a planned new monastic church. We 
were shown the plans for this enormous basilica, and 
I think the community can breathe a sigh of relief it 
never saw the light of day. Part of the guest wing of the 
Abbey that was built will become the new monastery 
for the Ordinariate Sisters, the Sisters of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, whose present home in Birmingham is 
about to be redeveloped. 

The present Prinknash community is very much 

looking forward to their arrival. 
We could not help but think of the 
sisters’ own brave decision to become 
Catholics, mirroring exactly after 100 
years the decision of Aelred Carlyle’s 
community at Caldey.

The afternoon saw us leave for 
Wales on a very picturesque run over 
the Brecon Beacons which took us 
to Llanthony Abbey at Capel-y-Ffin, 
an abbey now partially ruined that 
was founded by Joseph Leycester 
Lyne, who was known as Fr Ignatius. 
Aelred Carlyle had visited here and 
eventually inherited the Abbey and 
some of the monks. The present bells 
at Pluscarden Abbey are from the 
Llanthony Abbey.

Day 4: Wednesday 6th July
Again, we began the day at 

Prinknash Abbey attending the 
Conventual Mass before heading 
off into the Cotswold countryside 
in search of the village of Guiting, 
where in 1898 Aelred Carlyle had set 
up a small monastic community in 

the vicarage. With the help of an old line drawing, we 
were able to identify the exact building and the former 
coach house that Aelred had used as a chapel.

We then rang the bell of the house and explained to 
the slightly bemused owner what we were about. He 
graciously opened the coach house and allowed us up 
into the attic which had been the original chapel and 
is now a store. He also told us that he had a visit from 
a monk and two nuns a few years ago who had come 
and ask the same thing - to see inside the coach house! 
That would have been Fr Aelred Baker, the 94 year 
old monk of Prinknash, who is now the chaplain of 
Nazareth House Care Home in Cheltenham and who 
we were due to see that very afternoon.

Our window on
the Ordinariate
in Scotland

... to be continued ... next month.

Awaiting the Ordinariate Sisters

Plans for the new Prinknash Abbey

Llanthony Abbey - ruins of the Chapel (left) 

The house today with original Coach House 
(right) - the Chapel was in the eaves
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God’s truth, beautifully told
Jackie Ottaway and Ronald Crane meet Pierpaolo Finaldi, 
the CEO and Publisher at the Catholic Truth Society

PIERPAoLo FInALdI is a lovely man, genial, well built and as Father Martyn Flatman would say, 
“full faith”. We met him at the offices of CTS in London. Settled in his office with tea and coffee, he told 

us about himself.

He is the fifth of eight children 
of an Italian/Polish family. 
Both  parents’  families came 
to London in the immediate 
aftermath of the 2nd World War. 
It was a very culturally Catholic 
family. In the late seventies, his 
parents started to take their 
faith to the next level. His Father 
was involved in the Italian 
immigrant community in the 
UK. But gradually his parents 
spent most of their time doing 
catechesis for adults, reading 
groups, and bible study. He grew 
up in a household of lively faith.

The things of God were a constant topic of 
conversation, what was going on in church, what they 
should do. The whole family was much involved. It was 
natural for him to carry that on with his own family. 
He is married to Chiara from Sicily, they have seven 
children, two boys and five girls.

“I was doing Classics at UCL and the head of CTS 
was a friend of my  brother. He was looking for a 
student to exploit, part time. That’s when I started, in 
the mid-nineties.” Like so many with parents attached 
to ethnic chaplaincies, they either integrate into the 
wider Catholic Church or they leave.

“We ended up going through the Catholic School 
system, but the faith was passed on at home. The 
involvement with CTS, from an early age, threw me 
into this identification with the English Catholic scene. 
Only then did I discover those great Catholic writers 
and the Catholic Martyrs  of  England and Wales, 
suddenly finding myself identifying very much with 
English Catholicism. That was like a real gift. Coming 
from Poland or Italy, obviously the church there is 
very big; beautiful churches, lots of history and all the 
rest of it, and yet here was something alive, small but 
live, about the Church in England.”

He speaks enthusiastically about the English Catholic 

Church, about the English 
Catholic genius, especially mid-
twentieth-century  novels. 
The strong witness of being a 
Catholic in a country which is 
not Catholic. It  is,  of  course,  a 
much more deliberate decision 
than it would have been in Italy 
or Poland.

“I thought this was a good 
place to bring up children in 
the Faith and to show them the 
heroism of those who had gone 
before. The culmination of that 
was when Pope Benedict came 
to England. I remember living 

through that long weekend, together with my kids, 
who were fairly small at the time. 

“We went to everything that we possibly could, 
standing on Westminster Bridge, waiting for him to 
go past, the incredible Adoration in Hyde Park, We 
got tickets for the Newman Beatification, put the kids 
in a coach at 3:00am and went up. It was wonderful 
because all the things that Pope Benedict spoke about, 
looking back at the influence that St Thomas More had 
had, you suddenly felt very much that there was the 
possibility of reconnecting with an English Catholic 
past and taking it forward in this City, which is at the 
forefront of everything.”

Jackie asked if he identifies that with the Ordinariate? 
His reply was revealing. “My contact with Anglicanism 
was zero. We are publishers to the Holy  See, and 
all of a sudden  Anglicanorum coetibus  comes in.  I 
thought,  what on earth is this about? Then reading 
through it I just  thought, what a fantastic idea. Pope 
Benedict seemed to let a thousand flowers bloom. 
Everything that is good and is a richness to the church 
and whether it’s the extraordinary form or taking in 
the beauty of the forms from Anglican liturgy, for 
him it was all part of the rich tapestry. I used to go 
to all these International things, World Youth day, 
and as Brits we often feel we have something to say on 
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the world stage. But in the church you realise you are 
a total backwater. When Anglicanorum coetibus came 
out I thought that this is something we can give to the 
church, in a unique way.”

Like many other Catholics, the only contact with the 
CofE was Evensong, being completely enchanted by 
the beauty of the music, the language, and thinking 
how much there was to learn from that. Pope Benedict 
recognised it and he mentions Evensong in particular.

“Everything CTS is involved with liturgically had 
come via  the  Bishops Conference. All of a sudden 
we were getting a different channel completely. I was 
completely clueless as to what was going on behind the 
scenes at the time. We suddenly started to get these 
texts from Rome. Initially it was very strange, and it 
was all in a secret Catholic text, a language that was 
only familiar to us from Royal weddings and such like. 
I thought what a strange thing. I felt, CTS has always 
had this mission to provide good and beautiful things 
for the church, especially in the UK.

“The idea was to support what was happening in 
the church here, to make it flourish. We were founded 
in that moment in the mid nineteenth century when 
Catholic emancipation had just happened. It was, how 
can we help? Cardinal Vaughan, who set it up, always 
had this idea that what we needed to do was to educate 
our  laity  in order to for us to be able to defend our 
faith, and also dissipate prejudice among the general 
populace. 

“Cardinal Vaughan was a man whose Catholic 
family was very important in the UK. He had a very 
particular way of wanting to support the church but 
also evangelise society in the UK. So he had these two 
missions, to catechise and to evangelise. I thought 
when this thing happened, this is perfect CTS territory, 
a brilliant opportunity.

“Even the  individuals,  whether it’s Knox, Newman 
(top of the list), Ignatius Spencer, or Fr Faber were 
schooled in the CofE system. I had always thought 
that the Catholic educational system does certain 
things well, but it doesn’t really prepare great minds. 
Those had all been prepared in the Anglican system, 
whether it’s the poets or the writers, or even to some 
extent the artists. I thought well, we need to support 
this, we need to do everything we can to make this 
work, because it was that moment in Pope Benedict’s 
Pontificate where people were speaking a lot about the 
liturgy.

“During the Pontificate of Pope  Benedict,  I really 
had the rediscovery of the church  tradition; of 

a more formally beautiful liturgy. When CTS started 
doing liturgical stuff, which was only in 2011, we 
had really  tried to  embody what Pope Benedict was 
trying to do with liturgy; that is making it as beautiful 
as possible  and as  dignified as possible. Making 
books which are the most beautiful books that 
we can possibly produce; that will add to the beauty of 
the liturgy. We thought we could do the same for the 
Ordinariate.

“In fact, everything we’ve done for the Ordinariate has 
easily paid for itself. One of the things that was really 
clear from the beginning, was that we were producing 
books for a market that really knew its books;  really 
liked beautiful things.”

Pierpaolo was very enthusiastic about the Divine 
Worship missal. The first liturgical books CTS 
produced for the Ordinariate were for occasional 
offices. Then Pope Benedict resigned and it was 
Pope Francis who signed off the later books. He was 
heartened by the interactions with the CDF and how 
much care they had for the whole project.

We chatted about waves of Anglicans becoming 
Catholics in the past, and each time it was for a 
different reason. But now we have the Ordinariate, 
so the question is what’s the future for this as a group 
in and of itself. Pierpaolo remembers speaking to 
Bishop  Lopez,  who felt there was going to be more 
possibility for post initial growth in America. Of course 
in the three Ordinariates, it is still being worked out.

Cardinal Vaughan had said we need  a  laity that 
knows their faith well enough to make a defence of it. 
Newman put it rather well of course.

“CTS thought we needed to put out material that’s 
understandable, but that’s also beautiful. We were 
extremely happy to know that our Evangelium course 
was mandated as the course that the Ordinariate used 
to help your journey in the Catholic Church. It is a 
new way of doing catechesis. It is full of and rooted in 
the western Christian artistic tradition. When we put 
it out we thought, this might be a bit heavy, but in fact 
parishes have taken to It. It’s full strength Catholicism.

“I want to say a couple of things from my perspective, 
as Italian and Polish plus  my  Italian wife. We were 
invited to the first Mass said with  the  New Missal in 
Westminster Cathedral, in the Lady Chapel. Mgr Keith 
celebrated, the choir was there, and we went and we 
were just blown away by the whole experience; my wife 
as well. I remember her coming out and saying, ‘I think 
that’s what post Vatican ll liturgy should have been like.’”

... continued at the foot of  page 10 Ø 
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A Good Do!
Jackie Ottaway and Ronald Crane join the clergy of the 
Ordinariate on Retreat at the Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham

mosT yEARs, the clergy of the Personal Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham spend a few days 
in Walsingham on retreat. This year it was held in November, and The Portal received an invitation. The 

vast majority of the Ordinariate clergy attended. Married clergy are encouraged to bring their wives, and it 
was certainly a ‘good do’!

This year, the addresses were given by Father Guy 
Nicholls,  Cong. Orat.,  a priest of the Birmingham 
Oratory, who spoke about St John Henry Newman 
and beauty with special reference to architecture. 
These talks were well received and provoked some 
challenging and interesting questions. Fr Nicholls 
also advertised his new book: Unearthly Beauty: The 
Aesthetic of St John Henry Newman. Leominster: 
Gracewing, 2019. ISBN 978 085244 947 9. Hardback 
£25.

The Retreat Chaplain was The Revd Mgr Robert 
Mercer, who, as one would expect, more than rose 
to the occasion. His opening two addresses were 
masterpieces of humour, teasing, theology, and 
spirituality. He spoke of Our Lady and the words we 
use about her and women in general. There was also 
a presentation by Cyril Wood and Richard McNulty 
about the Walsingham Association.

Mass was celebrated each day according to Divine 
Worship either in the Annunciation Parish Church 
or the Chapel of Reconciliation. The Office was said 
according to the Ordinariate Rite.

However, it all began in a rather different vein. 
Opening worship and welcome in the Chapel of 
Reconciliation was followed by the Rosary being said 
whilst walking into the village. Unfortunately, this was 
the cue for the heavens to open. It was torrential rain, 
real stair-rods. Nevertheless, many still carried out the 
procession and arrived soaked to the skin.

If the Retreat had begun in a way that few would 
have wished, it ended in triumph with a splendid, and 
somewhat formal, meal at Elmham House.

During the course of the Retreat, we took the 
opportunity to chat with some of those present. 
The Very Revd David Waller is Vicar General 
of the  Ordinariate. We  suggested to him that 
these meetings are important, not just for learning but 
also  for the bonding. “They’re  essential”,  he quipped 
and carried on, “The bond precedes it in a sense. We 

are a college of priests, and it’s not just priests. The 
Ordinariate is a particular  church,  an ecclesial body. 
So these things are expressions of the blood pumping 
through something, they’re part of the life which 
already exists.” 

We opined that it’s not just listening 
to lectures, important though they are. “No, no. They 
are important and they give you something to discuss 
with one another and so on. But it’s about being 
together, about being priests of the Ordinariate.” We 
suggested that it was all going rather well. Fr David 
jumped on the thought, “Yes. But I would say it’s been 
going well since we were in Trbay last year. That was 
the input. That’s the great connection which is now 
bearing fruit in so many things.”

Next, we spoke with one of our senior priests, Fr 
Colin Furness. He had travelled a long  way  to be 
present at the Retreat, “Yes. Two  days’  journey from 
Torbay if you break it up. We went as far as Hatfield 
Heath, stayed there, then a short two hour run to 
Walsingham.” Like the Vicar General, Fr Colin waxed 
lyrical about the importance of such meetings.

Another priest, who had travelled from  the  Isle of 
Wight to be on the Retreat was Fr Jonathan Redvers-
Harris and his wife, Wendy. He said it could be 
a problem getting across the water. “Not finance, 
Red Funnel. Unpredictable crossings, critical crew 
member unavailable and all of that, so we came the 
day before. We went to Sheringham. These meetings 
are very important. They foster bonds of fellowship; 
we’re committed together on a devotional pilgrimage. 
Learning together, absolutely vital. The talks have been 
brilliant, super: first class.”

The Revd Deacon Richard Cerson assists with the 
on-going training of our Deacons. Rather cheekily, 
we asked, “Why are you here?” Unfazed by the 
impertinent question, he said, “I’m here because we’re 
together as all the clergy of the Ordinariate for a time of 
reflection, of shared prayer, time together, fellowship, 
all the things that are integral to an Ordinariate. Very 
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important that we gather for a period of reflection and 
prayer as clergy.

“Of course coming here, we’re coming home. It’s 
very interesting because we had a presentation from 
the Walsingham Association and one of the things I 
thought would be nice for us to talk about is that actually 
we needed Walsingham at a particularly difficult time 
in our journey. Walsingham was so important to us in 
so many different ways and it’s lovely to come back.

“I loved the address from Fr Mercer last night. He 
introduced some things about that label which I’d never 
thought about; some very deep and very meaningful 
and put into nice content. Now today we’re learning a 
lot more about the aesthetics of St John Henry Newman 
and the thing about the beauty of holiness and the way 
the buildings can bring us closer to Christ.

Continuing in our cheeky vein we said, “We get 
the feeling you actually quite like these dos?” He 
responded, “Oh yes, very much. I wouldn’t miss it for 
the world. It’s so important we come. This is a deacon, 
not a priest, but it’s so nice to be fully involved and 
loved as we are in that distinctive ministry as a Deacon 
and it’s lovely.”

Fr Bernard Sixtus had travelled all the way from 
Wales. We wondered if the journey had been worth 
it? “Yes, it certainly was. This  is home, isn’t it? These 
meetings are very important, essential in fact. We are 
scattered, and we could easily lose touch. Lose the 
common  understanding,  the shared understanding 
of our patrimony, of our location, of our mission, and 
everyone does their own thing in slightly different 

ways. Which is sometimes inevitable. But there needs 
to be commonality, family resemblance and this is 
where it’s nourished, this is where we feed on it.

“I thought the talks were splendid. I’m not an expert 
on aesthetics or St John Henry Newman, but it is 
fascinating to see the rounded person of our patron. I 
think of him as a theologian. When I think Newman 
I think development of doctrine, I think those kind 
of things, but he is such a rounded  man;  the music, 
the  personal,  the  psychological;  this is brilliant, 
fascinating.”

Finally we spoke with our Ordinary, The Right Revd 
Mgr Keith Newton. Sitting outside the Parish Church 
of the Annunciation, we said, “A good do, Father?” He 
replied, “Yes it was. It has  been lovely. Only a short 
time, and I wish it was longer but it’s difficult I know 
for people to get out of the parishes or particular work 
they may have. But I think it’s really important for the 
fraternity of the Ordinariate for us to meet regularly 
to pray together, to say mass together, and to eat and 
drink together, I mean, that’s all part of the fraternal 
life and it’s really important we encourage that. And 
I think those people who’ve been here have benefited 
from and enjoyed it. 

“We’ve had a fantastic two addresses from Fr Guy 
Nicholls of the Birmingham Oratory, about Newman 
and aesthetics, which is a very different way of looking 
to our patron than we’ve perhaps looked at before, and 
we’ve had two extremely good conferences from Mgr 
Robert Mercer, so we’ve been well blessed.”

The Retreat was indeed “A Good Do!”

God’s truth, beautifully told ... continued from page 8

“We have our little strap line that we always use: “God’s 
truth, beautifully told”. The idea is that we give it both 
barrels, full strength, but also accompanied with 
beauty. What Catholicism has often done is, ‘Oh well 
we’ve got the truth, so it doesn’t really matter whether 
it’s said well or not.’ 

“You can either make it easier to see that Jesus is 
there or you can make it harder. In fact that was an 
experience that I had when we did that Evensong 
and Benediction for the launch of Divine Worship 
the Daily Office.  When  Benediction  is  done in my 
local parish,  they have one  of those magnifying 
glass monstrances, very plain, and I always think when 
you go to one of these minimalist services your brain 
has to do a lot of the work, you know, this Jesus this is 
really Jesus, I’m kneeling down to the Lord of heaven 
and earth, in that tiny minimalist monstrance. There’s 

no music and hardly any incense. 

“Then we went to Benediction in Warwick Street 
and the organ was blaring. I’d never seen a Monstrance 
with a crown on top and as Mgr Keith turned around 
everything I saw made me believe that was God. My 
brain had to do very little work, I fell to my knees 
automatically. I think what CTS is all about and what 
we saw there’s definitely a kindred spirit there, doing 
it full strength and beautifully, and those  things will 
hopefully carry out our evangelistic mission through 
this power of attraction. I can’t think of a better title 
for the interview other than our strap line.

It was noon, and we joined all the staff of CTS for 
the Angelus and accompanying prayers. We joined 
Pierpaolo for lunch.



  December 2022 Page 11RTALTHE P

‘Lead Kindly Light’  
Essays for Ian Ker 

Edited by Paul Shrimpton - Gracewing 2022 ISBN 978 085244 987 5

Review by Fr Simon Ellis

On a recent school reunion in 
Munich - coinciding with the 
Oktoberfest! – I found myself 
with a day free to survey the life of 
Sophie Scholl, inspired as I was by 
Newman scholar, Paul Shrimpton’s 
masterpiece,  Conscience before 
Conformity*.  This book  initiated 
my interest in Newman’s gift to the 
White Rose resistance and  I cannot 
endorse it strongly enough. 

So it was that I turned with joy 
to this new book, edited by Paul 
Shrimpton and dedicated to his 
friend Fr Ian Ker in honour of Fr 
Ker’s four score years. In this tribute, 
this festschrift, to the most renowned 
Newman scholar, Shrimpton is 
joined by 16 other scholars. The book now takes on 
greater significance as Fr Ker died on 5th November 
just after its publication. Even more importantly, this 
collection of essays provides further evidence that 
Newman should one day be declared a Doctor of the 
Church; a most fitting tribute to Ker, whose life’s work 
was to promote Newman.

The contributions are wide-ranging and include the 
most personal and poignant observation from Kathleen 
Dietz that Ker not only made a deep impression on 
her, but that she understood that Ker “knows Newman 
not only intellectually but…. personally – and that he 
loves him.” 

There are so many refreshing angles within this book, 
including a reappraisal of Newman’s satirical output 
before and after he became a Catholic, in which Andrew 
Nash finds a hermeneutic of continuity, reaching a 
conclusion at variance with Owen Chadwick’s in 1983. 
Edward Short concludes that nobody had anything 
like Newman’s “rare sanctity, acuity, wit and zest.” 
Whilst considering wit, the omni-present - and highly 
gifted biographer of the Cowley Fathers - Serenhedd 
James reviews Newman’s developing relationship to 
the satirical magazine  Punch, which he summarises 
as being characterised as moving from “turncoat to 
treasure.”

Three Cardinals make 
contributions: Cardinal George 
Pell, in his Newman Society lecture 
in Oxford, outlines the landscape 
of Orthodox Christian faith within 
an increasingly secular culture, 
reminding us of Evelyn Waugh’s 
description of the choice between 
“Christianity and chaos.” 

Cardinal Gerhard Müller returns 
to the ecumenical significance of 
Newman’s step to Rome, a step 
taken “because he realised in 
faith and conscience the complete 
identity of Christ’s Church with 
the visible Catholic Church”. This 
was not intended as a slight to any 
Anglicans who may have their own 

personal devotion to Newman. The third, Cardinal 
Mark Ouellet, concludes that Newman’s canonisation 
is a Kairos moment for the Church and hopes that this 
“prophet of ecumenism” will help us regret the divorce 
of faith from culture across Europe.

Hermann Geisler draws parallels (despite their 
apparent contradictions) between Newman and 
St Paul to bring out even more the significance of 
Newman’s motto Cor ad cor loquitur. Keith Beaumont 
of the French Oratory sees the deepest significance in 
Newman’s vision of the “beauty of holiness” observed 
in his inspiration, St Philip Neri.

Pope Benedict XVI greeted Fr Ker at Cofton 
Park, Birmingham in 2010 in the offertory at the 
beatification mass; a  recognition of Ker’s scholarship 
by a pope who was equally dedicated to Newman’s 
legacy. May Fr Ker rest in peace and rise in glory as 
he, God-willing, moves ex umbris and imaginibus in 
veritatem.

*Note to all fans of the White Rose Resistance – 
Dr Alexandra Lloyd, member of the Ordinariate 

and Oxford academic, has published a book 
entitled Defying Hitler, The White Rose 

Pamphlets which will be reviewed here soon.
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Hemel Hempstead

As FRom the First Sunday of Advent, the 
Ordinariate Mission in Hemel Hempstead will be 

moving to St Paul’s Church (Anglican), Solway, Hemel 
Hempstead HP2 5QN. Sunday mass is at 9.15 am.

Ordinariate Deacons gather

dEACon  RICHARd CERson writes: 
on  Saturday,  19th November,  four  deacons and 

one man discerning his vocation to the diaconate, 
together with our Vicar General, Fr David Waller and Fr 
Michael Halsall, the Episcopal Vicar for Vocations and 
Formation, gathered at Warwick St for a day celebrating 
the permanent diaconate within the Ordinariate. Two 
of our aspirant deacons couldn’t be there as they were 
attending a deacons discernment day at St Mary’s, 
Twickenham run by the Southern Diaconate.

The day started with Mass according to Divine Worship 
celebrated by Fr David with Fr Michael preaching and 
was followed by a talk on Christian service by yours 
truly. After a break for lunch, we held a plenary session 
on matters related to the permanent diaconate and how 
we can promote vocations to it, as well as reporting on 
the recent Walsingham clergy plenary and highlighting 
future events. Other items that were discussed included, 
amongst other things: evangelisation, ongoing 
formation, and a suggestion that the Ordinariate 
considers publishing an annual theological journal. The 
day finished with Evensong for the Eve of Christ the 
King according to Divine Worship - Daily Office.

The discussions were positive, and it was good that we 
could spend a good deal of time of fraternal diaconal 
fellowship outside of the usual round of liturgical 
events. Particular thanks must go to Fr Michael whose 
idea it was to hold the day and Fr Mark Elliott-Smith 
who was a very kind host. If you, or anyone you know, 
wants to know more about the diaconate or feels 

called to this wonderful ministry, please contact Fr 
Michael at frmichaelhalsall@gmail.com or visit www.
ordinariate.org.uk/vocations/vocations.

St Agatha’s, Portsmouth

THREE gEnERATIons of the Oldfield 
family who have been received into the Catholic 

Church. Centre is Louis flanked by his father, Andrew 
on the right and his grandfather Ronald on the left. 
The event took place on Sunday 6th November at the 
Solemn Mass of the day.

In the North and Midlands 

you ARE invited to COME, LORD JESUS! on 
Saturday 3rd December at 12noon Mass (Divine 

Worship) (Advent Ember Day). Lunch (provided) & 
social time. 4pm Service of Advent Carols & Readings 
by candlelight in the Precious Blood & All Souls 
Coventry CV5 8DX. For more information contact Fr 
Paul Burch at allsoulscov@gmail.com or 07557344682

Newman Exhibition
An Exhibition at the Heritage Rooms, St Mary’s 

Convent, Brentford, continues until 23rd January, 
celebrating the canonisation of Cardinal John Henry 
Newman. It aims to highlight the relationship 
between two leading Catholic religious founders of 
the nineteenth century, united by their literary work 
in the service of the Church. It includes original letters 
from Cardinal Newman to Mother Magdalen and her 
associates, and other attractive illustrative material 
reflective of their lives and work.

Access to the exhibition is via Pre-booking only - 
contact: Paul Shaw, SMG Central Archivist St Mary’s 
Convent, 10 The Butts, Brentford, Middlesex, TW8 
8BQ - tel 0208 568 7305.

News from the Ordinariate

Coat of Arms
Lapel 

Badge 
£5 (inc P&P)

Badge and Cufflinks

Badges:  £4   Cufflinks:  £12 (pair)

Support 
the Ordinariate

www.
ordinariate.org.uk/

support

VISIT

The Ordinariate Tartan

ordinariate-tartan.com

Order your Scarf, Tie,
Ladies Wrap, Facemask,

Bow Tie, Waistcoat
or Priest’s Stole at:

mailto:frmichaelhalsall%40gmail?subject=
http://www.ordinariate.org.uk/vocations/vocations
http://www.ordinariate.org.uk/vocations/vocations
mailto:allsoulscov%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.ordinariate.org.uk/support
https://www.ordinariate.org.uk/support
https://www.ordinariate.org.uk/support
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THIS MONTH’S DEVOTION DAILY INTENTIONS
The Advent Hope For a Life of Prayer - Devotion for December: Volunteer Not-for-Profit 

Organisations. We pray that volunteer non-profit organisations 
committed to human development find people dedicated to the common 
good and ceaselessly seek out new paths to international cooperation.

1 T St Edmund Campion Pr, M The Revd David Butler
2 F Ember Friday Clerical Vocations
3 S Ember Saturday Religious Vocations
4 S X ADVENT II Your Group, Mission or Parish
5 M Feria The Revd Mgr Andrew Burnham
6 T Feria (St Nicholas Bp) The Revd Paul Burch; Episcopal Vicar for Evangelism 

& Group Pastor, Coventry Mission
7 W St Ambrose Bp Dr The Revd Tim Bugby
8 T IMMACULATE CONCEPTION (Solemnity) Our Governing Council & Trustees
9 F Feria (St John Diego) The Revd Mgr John Broadhurst, Group Pastor, Northampton Group

10 S Feria (Our Lady) (Wales: St John Roberts Pr M) The Revd Allen Brent, Group Pastor, Cambridge Group
11 S X ADVENT III (St Damasus I Pp) Your Group, Mission or Parish
12 M Feria (Our Lady of Guadalupe) The Revd James Bradley, Vice Chancellor
13 T St Lucy V M  The Revd David Boundy (R.I.P. Rosemary Walker SBVM 2017)
14 W St John of the Cross The Revd Stephen Bould
15 T Feria The Revd Timothy Boniwell
16 F Feria The Revd Len Black, Group Pastor Scotland Mission (Inverness)
17 S Feria (O Sapientia) The Revd Simon Beveridge, Scotland Mission (Whithorn)

18 S X ADVENT IV (O Adonai) Your Group, Mission or Parish
19 M Feria (O Radix) The Revd Paul Berrett
20 T Feria (O Clavis) The Revd Lee Bennet

21 W Feria (O Oriens) (St Peter Canisius Pr Dr) The Revd Peter Andrews
22 T Feria (O Rex) The Revd Scot Anderson
23 F Feria (O Emmanuel) (S John of Kenty Pr) The Revd Nicolas Alldrit (RIP: The Revd Peter Clarke 2021)
24 S Feria (in am) NATIVITY OF OuR LORD (in pm) All Penitents and Confessors, Christians in the Holy Land
25 S X THE NATIVITY OF OuR LORD (Soleminty) Your Mission, Group or Parish
26 M St Stephen (Feast) The Rt Revd Keith Newton, Our Ordinary
27 T St John, Apostle and Evangelist (Feast) The Very Revd David Waller, Vicar General
28 W The Holy Innocents (Mm) (Feast) Suffering & Abused Children
29 T St Thomas Becket Bp M (Feast) The English Pastoral Clergy
30 F The Holy Family (Feast) The Value of Traditional Family Life
31 S In Octave (St Silvester) Our Finance Council

Listen to the Portal Podcast every Saturday 

from 6pm at www.portalmag.co.uk

The PorTal 
relies on regular donations 

from YOU, our readers.  
Please help us by making 

a secure donation through 
CAF online. 

Just point your smart phone 
or device on the QR code 

and help us continue our work. 
Thank you.

http://www.portalmag.co.uk
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BIRmIngHAm St Margaret Mary, 59 Perry  
Common Road, Birmingham B23 7AB  Mass: Sunday: 
11am (Divine Worship). ContaCt: Fr Simon Ellis: 
0121 373 0069 - birmingham@ordinariate.org.uk

BRIsToL St Joseph, Camp Road, Weston-super-
Mare BS23 2EN  Mass: 2nd Sunday of the month 12 
noon (Divine Worship), followed by shared lunch 
and Benediction at 2:30pm (subject to change in the 
summer months)  ContaCt: Deacon James Patrick: 
bristol@ordinariate.org.uk

BuCKFAsT St Mary’s Abbey, Buckfast TQ11 0EE  
The Ordinariate Mass is not currently being offered at the 
Abbey due to present restrictions. Fr Hellyer is offering the 
Ordinariate mass in his parish in Plymouth.   ContaCt: 
Fr Ian Hellyer: 01752 600054 - ian@hellyer.org

CHELmsFoRd Blessed Sacrament, 116 
Melbourne Avenue, Chelmsford CM1 2DU  Mass:  
Sunday: 9.30am and 11.30am, (on 1st Sunday of 
the month, specifically Ordinariate), also on Mon 
to Sat at 9.15am with RC community  ContaCt: 
chelmsford@ordinariate.org.uk

CHICHEsTER St Richard,  Cawley Road 
Chichester PO19 1XB  Mass: Saturday 4.15pm 
(Divine Worship)  ContaCt: Fr Simon Chinery: 
07971 523008 - chichester@ordinariate.org.uk

CoRnwALL For up to date  information about 
the Cornwall Group, please ContaCt: Fr David 
Lashbrooke: 01803 329703 or 07847 222030 - 
cornwall@ordinariate.org.uk

CoVEnTRy The Precious Blood of Our 
Lord Jesus Christ & All Souls, Kingsland 
Avenue, Earlsdon, Coventry CV5 8DX  Mass: 
Sundays 11.15am, Mon-Wed 9.30am, Thu 7.30pm, 
Fri 7.30am, Sat 9.30am - all Masses currently live 
streamed  ContaCt: Fr Paul Burch: 02476 674161 
- paul.burch@ordinariate.org.uk

CRoydon At the moment the Croydon Group 
does not have any Ordinariate Masses, but it is 
hoped that they might begin again soon - for further 
information  ContaCt: Jackie Brooks: 0208 777 
6426  - jaxprint@btinternet.com

dARLIngTon St Osmund, Main Road, 

Gainford, County Durham DL2 3DZ Mass: Sundays: 
9.30am and 11.30am (Divine Worship); Tues: 10am; 
Fri: 11.45am Sext, 12 noon (Divine Worship). 
ContaCt:  Fr Thomas Mason: 07876 308657 - info@
ordinariate-darlington.co.uk - www.ordinariate-
darlington.co.uk

dERBy/noTTIngHAm Our Lady and 
St Thomas, Nottingham Road, Ilkeston DE7 5RF 
Mass: Sat before 1st Sun 6.30pm (Divine Worship), 
Thu 9.15am (Divine Worship) St Paul, Lenton 
Boulevard, Nottingham NG7 2BY  Mass: Sun 6pm 
(Divine Worship).  ContaCt: Fr Andrew Harding 
01159 325642. Fr Christopher Cann: 01889 569579, Fr 
Peter Peterken: 01332 766285, Fr David Jones: 01162 
302244 - derby-nottingham@ordinariate.org.uk

EAsTBouRnE Christ the King, 3 Princes 
Road, Langney, Eastbourne BN23 6HT Mass: 
Sun 4pm, Thur 7pm (both Divine Worship)  
ContaCt: Fr Neil Chatfield: 07718 123304 - neil.
chatfield@eastbourneordinariate.org.uk- www.
eastbourneordinariate.org.uk

FoLKEsTonE/doVER St Paul’s, 103 Maison 
Dieu Road, Dover CT16 1RU Mass: Sunday: 11.30am 
(with parish) ContaCt: Fr James Houghton - 
folkestone@ordinariate.org.uk

HARLow The Assumption of Our Lady, 
Mulberry Green, Old Harlow, Essex CM17 0HA  
Mass: Sunday: 10am and 6pm (Divine Worship 
1st Sun), Wed 10am (Divine Worship). Check 
bulletin at www.catholicchurchoftheassumption.co.uk 
or ContaCt: Fr John Corbyn: 01279 434203 - 
john.corbyn@btinternet.com 

HEmEL HEmPsTEAd St Paul’s, (Anglican) 
Solway, Hemel Hempstead HP2 5QN  Mass: Sunday: 
9.15am  ContaCt:  hemel.hempstead@ordinariate.
org.uk

IsLE oF wIgHT St Thomas of Canterbury, 
Terminus Road, Cowes PO31 7TJ  Mass:  (Divine 
Worship) for details, ContaCt: Fr Jonathan Redvers 
Harris: 01983 292739 - frjonathanrh@btinternet.com

London CEnTRAL Our Lady of the 
Assumption and St Gregory, Warwick Street, 
London W1B 5LZ  (Nearest tube: Piccadilly) Mass: 

Ordinariate Mass times
Where to find us at prayer in England, Scotland and Wales

Ø
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mailto:chelmsford%40ordinariate.org.uk?subject=
mailto:chichester%40ordinariate.org.uk?subject=
mailto:cornwall%40ordinariate.org.uk?subject=
mailto:jaxprint%40btinternet.com?subject=
mailto:info%40ordinariate-darlington.co.uk?subject=
mailto:info%40ordinariate-darlington.co.uk?subject=
https://www.ordinariate-darlington.co.uk/
https://www.ordinariate-darlington.co.uk/
mailto:derby-nottingham%40ordinariate.org.uk?subject=
mailto:neil.chatfield%40eastbourneordinariate.org.uk?subject=
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http://www.eastbourneordinariate.org.uk
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mailto:hemel.hempstead%40ordinariate.org.uk?subject=
mailto:frjonathanrh%40btinternet.com?subject=
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Sunday: 10.30am Solemn Mass with choir, Weekdays: 
8am and 12.45pm (all Divine Worship), Sat 6pm 
(Novus Ordo), Feasts and Solemnities as advertised.  
ContaCt: Fr Mark Elliott-Smith 07815 320761 - 
markelliottsmith@rcdow.org.uk

London LEyTonsTonE St John 
Vianney, 1 Stoneleigh Road, Clayhall, Ilford IG5 
0JB Mass:  Sunday: 9am, 10am, 4.30pm Adoration, 
5pm (Divine Worship), Daily: 8.30am Adoration, 
9am Mass, 5.30pm Evening Prayer. ContaCt: 
Fr Rob Page: 020 8550 4540 - vianney.clayhall@
btinternet.com

London souTH  Most Precious 
Blood, O’Meara Street, The Borough, London 
SE1 1TE  Mass: Sunday: 9.30am, 11am; Tues-
Fri 12.35pm, Thur (term time) 6.30pm (Divine 
Worship); Sat 10am (Divine Worship); Holy 
Days: 6.30pm (Divine Worship); Evensong: 
Thur 6pm (term time); Confessions: Tues-Fri 12 
noon  ContaCt: Fr Christopher Pearson 0207 
407 3951 - parish@preciousblood.org.uk - www.
preciousblood.org.uk

London wALTHAmsTow Christ the 
King, 455 Chingford Road, Chingford, E4 8SP  Mass: 
Sunday: 11am  ContaCt: Fr David Waller: 020 8527 
4519 - walthamstow.south@ordinariate.org.uk

mAIdsTonE  St Mary, Nettlestead, Maidstone 
ME18 5HA  Mass: Sunday 9.30am. ContaCt: Fr 
Alastair Ferguson: 01892 838230 - 07887 925356 
alastair.ferguson@ordinariate.org.uk

mAnCHEsTER St Margaret Mary, St Margaret’s 
Road, New Moston M40 0JE  Mass: Sunday: 10.30am 
(Divine Worship) Mass during the week: please 
check the Sunday notices on the website  ContaCt: 
Fr Andrew Starkie: 0161 681 1651  - manchester@
ordinariate.org.uk - www.ordinariatemcr.com

noRTHAmPTon Our Lady of the Sacred 
Heart, 82 Knox Road, Wellingborough NN8 1JA  
Mass: First Saturday of the month: 6pm (Sung Mass) 
ContaCt: Mgr John Broadhurst: 01933 674614  - 
frjohnbroadhurst@btinternet.com

oXFoRd Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford 
OX1 4LD Mass: Saturday (of Sunday) 5pm (Divine 
Worship), Sunday 11.15pm, Wed 9am, Thu 7.30pm 
(Divine Worship), 8pm Adoration & Confessions, 
9.40pm Compline and Benediction, Fri 12.30pm 
(Latin), Sat 9am  ContaCt: Fr Daniel Lloyd: 01865 
437066 - daniel.lloyd@ordinariate.org.uk

PLymouTH St Edward the Confessor, Home 
Park Avenue, Peverell, Plymouth PL3 4PG  Mass: Sunday 
11.30pm, Fri 12 noon (both Divine Worship) ContaCt: 
Fr Ian Hellyer: 01752 600054 - ian@hellyer.org

RAmsgATE Shrine of St Augustine, St 
Augustine’s Road CT11 9PA  Mass: Sunday 5pm 
(Divine Worship), followed by refreshments 
ContaCt: Fr Simon Heans: 07305317642 - office@
augustineshrine.co.uk 

PoRTsmouTH St Agatha, Cascades Approach, 
Portsmouth PO1 4RJ Mass: Sunday 11am (Solemn), 
Mon, Fri (Requiem) and Sat 11am ContaCt: info@
stagathaschurch.co.uk - www.stagathaschurch.co.uk

REAdIng St James, Abbey Ruins, Forbury Road, 
Reading, Berkshire RG1 3HW (next to old Reading Gaol)  
Mass: Sunday: 9.15am.  ContaCt: Fr David Elliott: 
07973 241424 - reading@ordinariate.org.uk

sALIsBuRy St Osmund, Exeter Street, 
Salisbury SP1 2SF   Mass: Sunday: 12 noon, 
Wed: 7pm. ContaCt: Fr Jonathan Creer: 07724 
896579 - jonathan.creer@hotmail.co.uk - www.
salisburycatholics.org/ordinariate

souTHEnd St Peter’s Eastwood, 59 Eastwood 
Road North, Leigh on Sea SS9 4BX Mass: Sunday: 
9am, 10.30am, Mon 7pm, Tues, Wed, Fri 9.30am, Thur 
11am, Sat 10am (Divine Worship) and 5.30pm (Vigil) 
ContaCt: Fr Jeffrey Woolnough (Group Pastor): 
01702 525323, 07956 801381 - fatherjeffw@gmail.
com, Fr Bob White: 01268 543910 - pilgrimclub@
waitrose.com, Dcn Richard Cerson: 07910 388795 
- rcerson@gmail.com  - www.stpetereastwood.org - 
www.jeffwoolnougholw.blogspot.co.uk

ToRBAy The Parish of Our Lady of 
Walsingham with St Cuthbert Mayne, Torquay 
TQ2 6HJ MattIns: streamed Tues-Fri: 7.50am, Sat, 
Sun: 9am  Mass: Sunday: 10am, Mon: 12 noon, Tues: 
6.30pm,  Wed-Sat: 10am, Solemnities 7pm (All masses 
are streamed except on Monday)  PaRIsH PRIEst: 
Fr David Lashbrooke: 01803 329703 or 07847222030 
- lashy@me.com -  www.ourladytofwalsingham.
online for up to date information and for streaming.

wALsIngHAm The Annunciation, Friday 
Market, Walsingham NR22 6AL  Mass: 1st Sunday: 
2pm (Nov-Mar), 3pm (Apr-Oct) (Divine Worship), 
2nd Sun: Evens and Benediction, 4pm at Our Lady 
of Pity, Swaffham  ContaCt: Fr Gordon Adam: 
01553 777428 - gordonadam1962@btinternet.com Dcn 
Shaun Morrison: 07880 600094 - shaunmorrison1975@
btinternet.com Ø
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sCoTLAnd  -   www.ordinariate.scot
ABERdEEn University Catholic Chaplaincy, 
Elphinstone House, 7 High St, Aberdeen AB24 3EE  
Mass: Saturday before 2nd Sunday: 12 noon (Divine 
Worship) ContaCt: Fr Len Black: 01463 235597 - 
fr.len@ordinariate.scot

EdInBuRgH St Columba, 9 Upper Gray St, 
Edinburgh EH9 1SN  Mass: 2nd Sunday: 11.30am 
(Divine Worship) ContaCt: Fr Len Black: 01463 
235597 - fr.len@ordinariate.scot

InVERnEss Royal Northern Infirmary 
Chapel, Ness Walk, Inverness IV3 5SF  Mass: Sunday: 
11am (Divine Worship) Oratory of St Joseph, 49 
Laurel Avenue, Inverness IV3 5RR  Mass: Tues, Wed, 
Thur, Fri, Sat and Feast Days 11.15am (all Divine 
Worship) - please check times at: www.ordinariate.
scot  ContaCt: Fr Len Black: 01463 235597 - fr.len@
ordinariate.scot

wHITHoRn  St Martin and St Ninian, George 
Street, Whithorn DG8 8PZ  Mass: Wed 10.30am 
(Divine Worship); Stonehouse Mill, Sorbie DG8 
8AN Mass: First Sunday 11am (Divine Worship) 
(contact Fr Simon for directions), ContaCt: Fr Simon 
Beveridge: 01988 850786 - whithorn@ordinariate.scot

nAIRn  St Mary, 7 Academy Street, Nairn IV12 
4RJ Mass: 1st Mon 10am (Divine Worship) 
ContaCt: Fr Cameron Macdonald: 01667 453867 - 
nairn@ordinariate.scot

wALEs: souTH EAsT Ss Basil & Gwladys, 
Tregwilym Road, Rogerstone, Newport NP10 9DW  
Mass: Sunday: 11am (Divine Worship)  ContaCt: 
Fr Bernard Sixtus: 02920 362599 or 07720 272137 - 
wales@ordinariate.org.uk - www.ordinariate.org.uk/
groups/wales-se.php

Ordinariate
Newsletter

visit
ordinariate.org

/news
/newsletter

The PorTal 
relies on regular donations 

from YOU our readers.  
Please help us by making a 

secure donation through 
CAF online. Just point your 

mobile device at the QR code 
and help us continue our work. 

Thank you.

www.ordinariate.org.uk
VISI

T

The Ordinary’s Diary   –   December 2022
The Ordinary:  

The Rt Revd Mgr Keith Newton 
The Presbytery, 24 Golden Square, London W1F 9JR         Tel: 020 7440 5750

Email: keith.newton@ordinariate.org.uk         Website:  www.ordinariate.org.uk

No diary available this month

ThE ORDINARIATE DEANS
midlands & the north
Fr Andrew Starkie 
Telephone:  0161 681 1651        
andrew.starkie@ordinariate.org.uk

The south west & wales
Fr David Lashbrooke
Telephone:  01803 391703  
david.lashbrooke@ordinariate.org.uk

south East & scotland
Fr David Waller, V.G.
Telephone:  02085 274519  
david.waller@ordinariate.org.uk

PLEAsE help us by letting us know of any changes       
. . . email us at info@portalmag.co.uk  

You are invited to join the 
Rosary Fellowship
For full details and an application form 

please contact Barry Barnes at:  
rosaryfellowship@yahoo.com 

01328 853015 
Please could clergy bring this initiative to the attention of any of 

your people who do not have access to this publication
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The Advent of our God
Fr Michael halsall

so goEs the Advent hymn, which heralds the great hope that we have in this 
season of preparation: not just for the impending Christmas celebrations, but for 

that Second Coming which is spoken of in Sacred Scripture and our liturgy.

Daughter of Zion, rise / to meet thy lowly King,
let not thy stubborn heart despise / 
 the peace he deigns to bring.

As the people of God we are called to be active in 
our Christian lives, moving towards a discernable 
end to which we are being directed – the salvation of 
our souls. There are many ways we can do this, and 
there will be opportunities in your Groups/Parishes 
to prepare spiritually for what has become an almost 
entirely secular season. 

Now would be a good time to purchase and begin 
praying the Daily Office, along with other members 
of the Ordinariate. There is a series of short video 
clips on the website to help people along. One of the 
great strengths of the Daily Office is the Lectionary of 
scripture readings, covering most of the Bible over the 
course of the year. 

There will also be two further opportunities to 
meet together via Zoom for our December spiritual 
conferences (7th and 21st at 8pm). The links are 
published elsewhere in this issue, and they will be 
led by two of our priests: Fr James Houghton, from 
Dover and Fr Simon Beveridge from Whithorn in SW 
Scotland. All are welcome to join us, and we shall pray 
the office of Compline together to close the evening.

Our patron, Saint John Henry Newman, urges us 
during Advent to heed the words of Our Lord Jesus to 
‘watch and pray’ – quoting St Mark 13:33: “He watches 
for Christ who has a sensitive, eager, apprehensive 
mind; who is awake, alive, quick-sighted, zealous in 
seeking and honouring Him; who looks out for Him 
in all that happens, and who would not be surprised, 
who would not be over-agitated or overwhelmed, if he 
found that He was coming at once”. (Sermon 22)

 Once again, the Christian is called to be active and 
dynamic, greeting the Lord afresh at Christmas as a 
welcome guest into our homes. A Nativity Set is a great 
witness to our family, friends, and neighbours, cutting 
through the secular celebrations. If you can keep it 
visible till Candlemas, then the company of Jesus, 
Mary, and Joseph in our homes will sanctify them 

during the shortest days of the year, and the longest 
and darkest nights. Newman’s Sermon continues with 
encouraging words, so that we do not become over-
familiar with the Nativity scene – looking towards our 
spiritual preparations: “Year passes after year silently; 
Christ’s coming is ever nearer than it was. O that, as He 
comes nearer earth, we may approach nearer heaven! 
O, my brethren, pray Him to give you the heart to seek 
Him in sincerity”.

Advent is also one of our two penitential (purple) 
seasons, and opportunities for sacramental confession 
should not be passed over lightly. To offer our hearts 
and minds, cleansed from sin, will welcome home the 
new-born King when he comes.

Fr Michael Halsall is the Ordinariate 
Vicar for Vocations & Formation,

and a lecturer at Allen Hall Seminary
frmichaelhalsall@gmail.com

SPIRITUAL CONFERENCES
Our series of SPIRITUAL CONFERENCES 

continue on the first and third Wednesdays 
of this month (7th and 21st), at 8.00pm. They 
will last 20-30 minutes, and will be followed 
by Compline. The Zoom links are as follows:

7th December
Fr James houghton (Dover)

https://bit.ly/Sp_Conf_Dec7
(Meeting ID: 837 3548 6264 / Passcode: 540511)

21St December
Fr Simon Beveridge 

(Whithorn, SW Scotland)
https://bit.ly/Sp_Conf_Dec21

(Meeting ID: 844 4504 9196 / Passcode: 
165874)

All Members, Associates, and Friends of 
the Ordinariate are welcome to join us, as are 
those interested in joining the Ordinariate.

mailto:frmichaelhalsall@gmail.com
https://bit.ly/Sp_Conf_Dec7
https://bit.ly/Sp_Conf_Dec21
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Walsingham, or is it Norfolk?
Jackie Ottaway and Ronald Crane visit the iconic Group

THE oRdInARIATE has many groups, and they are all rather different. The iconic Ordinariate Group 
in Walsingham has unique features. We attended their monthly mass at Walsingham’s Annunciation 

Parish Church one Sunday in November. It was an important celebration as Brain Wheelhouse, a former 
Anglican priest, was to be welcomed into full communion with the Catholic Church.

A goodly congregation assembled for 
the occasion, and the mass was, as one 
would expect, beautiful. The Group Pastor, 
Fr Gordon Adam, gave a spirited and 
encouraging homily. Beginning with the 
November issue of death, he explained that 
we are all on a journey of Faith, and that 
most people present at the mass had made a 
conscious decision to be Catholics. He ended 
with a rallying call to Brain Wheelhouse, but 
also to all of us present: “NOW is the final 
moment of choice. If you are ready to make 
all that the way in which you continue your 
lifelong pilgrimage of Christian discipleship 
by joining us in the Catholic Church please 
come forward with Mimi, your sponsor, so 
that I – with great joy shared by us all 
gathered here – so that I can receive 
you home into the full Communion 
of the Catholic Church which is that 
founded by our Lord himself.”

After mass we all repaired upstairs 
to the Refreshment Room where 
a feast had been prepared by the 
members of the congregation. The 
feast  was splendid  by any standard. 
We took the chance to speak with some of 
those present. Fr Gordon Adam, like all 
the clergy present, is an old friend. Group 
Pastor to the members of the Ordinariate in 
Walsingham – in fact the whole of Norfolk as 
well, he explained the nature of the Group.

“It’s a very eclectic group. We’re not very 
big in  total;  we’re probably in the mid-
teens  in terms  of our numbers. We come 
from a very wide area. We are called the 
Walsingham Ordinariate Group but we 
could actually call ourselves the Norfolk 
Ordinariate Group, plus a bit more, because 
to find the nearest group in various directions, 
you’d have to go into Cambridgeshire in 
one direction and I’m not sure how far you’d have 
to go down into Suffolk to find anything and you’d 

have to go a long way across Lincolnshire 
to find anything up that way. None of the 
group use the group as their principal place 
of  worship;  everybody belongs to, 
is  embedded into  an  “ordinary”  Catholic 
parish. That allows us to take certain 
liberties.

“Today we celebrated an ‘External Solemnity 
of All Saints. We meet once a month on the 
first Sunday for mass, like we’ve just done, but 
it means sometimes we pick and choose what 
to celebrate. But we have to think, you know, 
what is the month about and for today we’ve 
got a rather strange combination of keeping 
All Saints but then all the dead names in the 

Eucharistic Prayer. I do that because 
I think that’s a bit of  Anglican.  In 
most Catholic parishes, if you started 
to read the names on All Souls Day, 
you’d still be there on Christmas Eve! 
But most of us will have been used 
to it being normative in our Anglican 
days. So the people here do value 
their  relatives’  and  friends’  names 
read out at the altar. Sometimes 
we have a few strange mixtures but 

this is the route by which we keep in touch 
with the Ordinariate and our heritage even 
though week by week, day by day, we’re 
all  embedded  out in a parish. I often  say,  if 
you  like,  my most senior appointment is 
being Pastor. I’m an Assistant Parish Priest as 
well, but actually pastoring the group probably 
takes about  five  percent of my  time;  all the 
rest of my time goes on Kings Lynn Parish 
and the Queen Elizabeth Hospital.

“We’ve a group in Walsingham. Given 
that we are The Ordinariate of Our Lady 
of  Walsingham,  having an anchorage here 
is useful. But we’ve also just begun live 
streaming a monthly mass from the Pontifical 

Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham in Kings Lynn, 
which by happy accident is attached to the parish 

Little Sister Pat

Anne Murkin

Fr Gordon Adam

Barry Barnes

Brian Wheelhouse and Mimi
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where I’m assistant parish priest. The idea 
is to give service to the wider Ordinariate 
and it’s probably something we should have 
publicity  for  in the  Portal  and so on. Many 
scattered Ordinariate members find it difficult 
to attend a Divine Worship mass, so here is 
something for them, as well as for a wider 
audience. It will be on the fourth Sunday of 
each month at 2pm in winter and 3pm in 
summer.”

The Revd Deacon Shaun Morrison is 
another old friend. We had not met him 
since he became a Deacon, so we offered our 
congratulations. We asked the silly question, 
“Are you enjoying it?” He replied “Yes, very 
much. I can’t believe where the time’s gone. 
I  was  ordained Deacon in Kings Lynn in 
2015 by Bishop Alan Hopes with Mgr Keith 
Newton present and it was just a lovely day. 
Since then, the time has just flown by. I’ve 
really enjoyed the Diaconate.”

We told Shaun that Fr Gordon had told us 
about the live streaming from Kings Lynn. 
But we  wanted  to know about the group in 
Walsingham. What are they like to deacon? 
“It’s just such a lovely group. Welcoming and 
open, loving and caring. It is a joy to be a 
Deacon to this group.”

We have been to many celebrations of mass 
where the deacon does not know how to 
deacon the mass. We did not expect that to be the case 
in Walsingham, and we were not disappointed. Shaun 
told us, “We originally met in the Slipper Chapel, 
when this group first formed. We just found that we 
couldn’t socialise afterwards, so coming here means 
we can socialise afterwards, which is all part of the 
Ordinariate.”

We could not miss out our dear friend Fr Tim 
Bugby. He boasted, “I’m a retired priest of the area.” 
Could he shed some light on the Ordinariate Group in 
Walsingham? “Well, it’s an odd group, inasmuch as it’s a 
disparate group. It has very little community spirit, but 
that’s the nature of Walsingham. Walsingham draws 
people together from far and wide. We can’t expect 
anything different of the Ordinariate group. But it 
doesn’t’ work as an ordinary parish community, which 
I think has it’s down-side because it’s very difficult to 
get people together and have a common identity. 

“In recent times we’re now trying to address that 
and not only to worship here but for there to be a 
live streamed mass from Kings Lynn and also for there 

to be something where Fr Lindlar has retired 
at Swaffham.

“We just need, I think, to move  around. 
But here it is and it seems to be working. In 
that sense it’s not a Parish. It’s a chaplaincy. But 
I think because it’s Walsingham, Walsingham 
does gather a diversity of people and so we 
have to work with what we’ve got.”

We suggested that it is important that the 
Ordinariate have a presence in Walsingham. 
Fr Tim agreed. “Indeed. I think Father 
Gordon would like it to be more, because of 
his other work, and there’s no reason it can’t 
be more in Kings Lynn because we’ve got the 
Pontifical Shrine at Lynn, so it works from 
there as well and he’s working from there. 
This is actually an added burden in a sense. 
Very often I have to say that because he’s 
doing the Parish work I often say the Mass 
here on Sunday afternoon. I say Ordinariate 
usage mass more than I’m saying anything 
else now.”

Margaret Mary Durnford is a Diocesan 
Catholic who lives in Walsingham. She 
sometimes attends the Divine Worship Mass 
because, “I love it!” We asked why? Margaret 
Mary responded, “A little bit in the translation. 
The prayers are much the same, but there is 
a little bit of difference. It’s lovely the prayers 
especially around communion and after 

communion. I’m a friend of Chris Barnes, and I help 
up here (refreshments) I’m going to be sacked soon 
as I’m always late and things like that. We have coffee 
after mass on Sundays and Chris is wonderful about 
helping.”

We have known Anne Murkin a long time, and it is 
always a pleasure to see old friends. She and husband 
Albert have moved to Norfolk from Luton. She told us, 
“We’ve moved from Luton to just outside Dereham, 
and we come here not every 1st Sunday of the month 
but we come when we’re able. The rest of the time we 
go to the Catholic Church in Dereham.”

This was a lovely visit, very different from other 
Groups, but no less important. Our thanks to everyone 
who made the visit so enjoyable. Mass at the Church 
of the Annunciation Walsingham is at 2pm in winter 
(3pm in summer) on the 1st  Sunday of the month: 
4th Sunday of the month live streamed mass from St 
Mary’s Kings Lynn – both Divine Worship. Evensong 
and Benediction at the Catholic Church in Swaffham 
on 2nd Sunday of the month.

Fr Tim Bugby

Deacon Shaun Morrison

Margaret Mary Durnford

Michael Chinery
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Our window on the CofE
Fr Paul Benfield

HAVIng PRAyEd for Queen Elizabeth for all my life it is very easy to continue doing so now that 
we should be praying for King Charles, especially if one is using a prayer book with the old words for 

the Queen printed. 

I recently managed to satisfactorily negotiate my 
way through the Prayer for the King in the Book of 
Common Prayer Holy Communion service, making 
all the necessary changes. But I know I am not alone in 
getting caught out: on more than one occasion I have 
heard at Evensong ‘O Lord save the Quing’!

Those being ordained and those moving to new 
ministries in the Church of England now take an oath 
to the king

I, A.B, do swear that I will be faithful and bear true 
allegiance to His Majesty King Charles III, his heirs 
and successors, according to law: So help me God.

When I was Registrar of the Diocese of Blackburn I 
would often be present at the institution or licensing 
of parish clergy and Bishop Julian Henderson, then 
Bishop of Blackburn, would preface the taking of the 
oath by saying that this oath shows that the priest is 
not to be just chaplain of a congregation but has a duty 
to all the parishioners.

Earlier this year the Faith and Order Commission 
published an analysis and commentary on the 
Declaration of Assent and Oaths for Church of England 
ministers. It explains the history of the oath as follows

The Oath of Allegiance was introduced in the 
1580s at a period of national crisis, when there was 
a succession of political plots to overthrow Queen 
Elizabeth I. Some clergy in the Church of England 
were involved in these schemes, hoping to dismantle 
the Elizabethan Reformation and return the nation 
to Roman Catholicism, perhaps under Mary Queen 
of Scots as a new monarch. Therefore an Oath of 
Allegiance was introduced to prevent clergy from 
undermining the crown and thereby also undermining 
the Church. 

An identical Oath is taken by other office holders in 
public life, including Members of Parliament, mayors, 
members of the judiciary and army officers, and by 
those taking on British citizenship in a citizenship 
ceremony.

It then goes on to ask that, given we are not now in 
a similar position to the late sixteenth century, how 
should we understand the Oath of Allegiance today?

It answers this question by reminding readers 
that the oath is made to a ruler whose rule is exercised 
through Parliament, which is in effect supreme. By 
long standing convention the sovereign follows the 
advice of the Prime Minister. This means that the 
Oath is an affirmation of one’s place in this society and 
its laws. 

The Oath can reasonably be understood to act as a 
reminder to the Church – both those swearing the Oath 
and those witnessing it – of certain blessings of the 
relationships to which it refers. These blessings come 
in at least two forms: mutual loyalty and missional 
unity.

Mutual loyalty refers to the interlocking between the 
sovereign’s coronation oath to, inter alia, maintain the 
Protestant Reformed Religion established by law, the 
settlement of the Church of England and the doctrine, 
worship, discipline and government thereof, with the 
Oath taken by ministers.

Missional Unity refers to the that part of the 
coronation oath which promises to maintain the Laws 
of God and the true profession of the Gospel. This 
commitment covers the whole land of England, united 
as a single field of mission under the crown. In taking 
the Oath of allegiance a minister implicitly renews his 
or her part in this national mission.

Bulletin on Divine Worship 
A quarterly publication for our clergy 

and those interested in liturgy. 
It is intended to help, guide and plan 

the liturgical life of Ordinariate parishes 
and communities. 

You will find it at 
www.ordinariate.org.uk > NEWS > Bulletin

https://www.ordinariate.org.uk/events/synodal.php
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Aid to the Church in Need

A helping hand for 
South Sudan
John Pontifex reports

PoPE FRAnCIs’s long-awaited visit to South Sudan is set for early next year. It comes at a time 
of growing instability across Africa, particularly for persecuted Christians who are often overlooked 

during international crises. The first political election ever to be held in the world’s youngest country has 
been delayed from this month until 2024.

A Combonian missionary nun living in 
Wau, South Sudan, believes the upcoming 
visit by Pope Francis, scheduled for February 
2023,  could have an historic effect on the 
peace process.

“Many of the people of South Sudan 
have never known anything else. There are 
generations that were born into war. And the 
last war was terrible, so much was destroyed. 
Schools, infrastructure, hospitals, churches, 
lives, many women and children, and there 
was also an attempt to eliminate people with a 
certain education, people who could become 
future leaders”, says Sister Beta Almendra, 
speaking to Aid to the Church in Need (ACN).

“The Pope will play a very, very important role. The 
Pope, the Christian churches and all the local Christian 
leaders, we all have a very important role to play at this 
moment in the history of South Sudan,” she continued.

“The people count on us. When there is violence, 
they immediately ask, ‘Where  is the Church? Where 
are the leaders?’ They depend on us, on our support, 
on our help, on our prayer, and on everything we can 
do for peace in this country.”

Aid to the Church in Need has been supporting 
Sudan and South Sudan for decades. In my visits to 
the region, in 2004 and 2009, I saw for myself the 
work ACN has  done  to help priests and Sisters and 
lay people – Mass stipends, church re-construction, 
catechesis and much more. 

I will never forget my visit to Wau which took place 
in the ceasefire in 2004 that followed more than 20 
years of war. We visited the packed Cathedral in Wau 
and today ACN is helping to rebuild the priests’ house 
next door.

The Pope’s visit is also bound to highlight the 
difficulties of the local church, the basic needs of the 
population, and the urgent aid required by many 
sectors of society.

Sister Beta went on to tell us that the Church in South 
Sudan is very dependent on external help. Speaking 
of the diocese of Wau, she said that “everything needs 
to be built: seminaries, diocesan houses, convents, 
schools, hospitals. It’s a question of investing in 
structures that existed but were destroyed. We really 
do depend completely on the outside”. For this mission, 
as with all the other needs of the Diocese of Wau, the 
Portuguese nun says she depends on the help of ACN 
and its benefactors. “We are counting on you!”

Looking ahead to the much-anticipated visit of Pope 
Francis, she will have to travel to South Sudan’s capital 
Juba to see him. She told us it will be an “expensive 
and dangerous” trip, but one which she will gladly 
undertake.

John Pontifex is Head of Press and Information
 at Aid to the Church in Need (UK)

www.acnuk.org  - acn@acnuk.org  - 020 8642 8668

http://www.acnuk.org
mailto:acn%40acnuk.org?subject=
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Newman’s Advent Ministry
Fr Peter Conley

sT JoHn Henry Newman invites us to be what he calls “consistent Christians”, who embody the 
Advent themes of looking forward to Jesus’ return,  recognising  that he has entered our history, is 

present in the mystery of the Eucharist and with us, always, to the end of time. Our response as missionary 
disciples, is to pray, according to Newman, for “what scripture calls an honest and good heart”, or “a perfect 
heart”, and, “without waiting begin, at once, to obey Him with the heart you have…” (Parochial and Plain 
Sermons IV, 22).

Sounding like a Victorian ‘weatherman’, St John 
Henry Newman remarks that “frost, and cold, rain and 
gloom befall us.” Swiftly adding “spring, summer and 
autumn have brought their gifts.”  Before we become 
overwhelmed by winter, he enthusiastically presents 
the outlook for the forthcoming weeks of the “Advent 
Christ”. 

“Thus the soul is cast forward upon the future, 
and in proportion as its conscience is clear and its 
perception keen and true, does it rejoice solemnly that 
it would soon see the King in His beauty.” (Parochial 
and Plain Sermons V,1). Poetically, Newman advises 
us to “watch” for the Lord’s arrival as, he “moves upon 
the deep harmonies of truth and love and draws us to 
become holier the closer he comes.”

Fr Ian Ker, in his book Newman on Being a Christian, 
notes that the dominant theme of the Parochial 
and Plain Sermons is the call to Holiness (p119) 
and Newman’s spirituality has “an ordinariness and 
unpretentiousness” (p123).

I discovered, when reading Newman’s letters and 
diaries for each Advent he was an Anglican clergyman, 
between 1824-1842, just how much the attraction 
of Christ appealed to him through his parishioners 
faces.  His pastoral response was both practical and 
spiritual.

Newman distributed food vouchers, organised 
deliveries of bread, coal, wine and brandy and cough 
medicine to the poor. He arranged for a woman with 
mental health difficulties to be placed in an Asylum, 
visited her and the other patients and paid any bills 
she incurred. He also financed a funeral for a hard-up 
family.

Many people in the Victorian times suffered the 
effects of over-crowding, inadequate housing and a 
lack of pure water. This led to cholera outbreaks and 
Newman immediately visited any sick and established 
a special committee to respond locally should further 

help be required.

From personal experience of the passing of his 
youngest sister, Mary, on Epiphany Eve 1828, he 
recognised how painful the run-up to Christmas 
can be. He refers to a number of tragic deaths taking 
place during this period involving two house fires, an 
accident in a quarry and witnessing an out-of-control 
horse drawn coach overturning in front of him – an 
event he was left  traumatised  by.  Newman regularly 
visited the bereaved and wrote to them, especially if 
they had lost a spouse, or in one case, a young disabled 
child who was deaf and dumb.

He knew that what we say and sing with out lips we 
must believe in our hearts and live out in our lives. As 
Newman advises “Let not your words run on; force 
every one of them into action.” (Parochial and Plain 
Sermons VI, 43).

Then amidst any spiritual clouds, chill or showers 
we go through, Newman forecasts that the horizon of 
hope in Christ means our long-range prospects remain 
clear – sky bright.

Forms of words for Making a Bequest 
in favour of the Personal Ordinariate 

of Our Lady of Walsingham in your Will
I GIVE to the ORDINARIATE OF OUR LADY 

OF WALSINGHAM, 24 Golden Square, London 
W1F 9JR, the sum of ______ pounds (£         ) and 
I DIRECT that the receipt of the Treasurer or other 
proper officer of the Personal Ordinariate of Our 
Lady of Walsingham shall be good and sufficient 
discharge to my Executor.

or
I GIVE the residue of my estate to the 

ORDINARIATE OF OUR LADY OF 
WALSINGHAM, 24 Golden Square, London W1F 
9JR, and I DIRECT that the receipt of the Treasurer 
or other proper officer of the Personal Ordinariate 
of Our Lady of Walsingham shall be good and 
sufficient discharge to my Executor.
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Letter to the Editor
George Weigel

I was surprised to see so much space given to 
George Weigel in last month’s PorTal. Fr Simon 
Heans did a valiant job in attempting to review what 
was obviously a very difficult book, but perhaps his 
most important comment was at the end where he 
wondered why Pope Francis was completely missed 
out. Well he might wonder! 

Neoconservatism has been an essentially American 
movement in its support of Capitalism and dissent 
to Pope Francis and has been supported by the 
American financial elite. The Neoconservatives 
believed in the superiority of the American system 
politically and financially. They supported Reagan’s 
moral economic political stance. The active group of 
neoconservative intellectuals in a span of a few years 
helped to shape the American, Catholic conscience.

Unlike Pope Francis, they see Catholicism as a 
message about morality, to scold the faithful about 
their sexual mores and make political alliances in 
defence of ‘non-negotiable values’.  Pope Francis 
wants to open the doors of the church to the irregular, 
the distant people of other faiths and to translate the 
Christian message into cultural terms of today. 

During the years of the papacies of John Paul and 
Benedict. The neoconservative movement attempted 
to hijack John Paul and Benedict in their efforts to 
influence the American and even global intelligentsia 
and later to use this dishonest interpretation in 
opposition to Pope Francis.

In 1991 John Paul published his encyclical Centesimus 
Annis to celebrate a hundred years since the publication 
pf Leo XIII’s Rerum Novarum. This encyclical was a 

testimony to the continuity in the church of the so-
called ‘preferential option for the poor’.

In this work, John Paul talks about the failure of 
Communism and other alternative economic options 
such as Capitalism. John Paul mentions some of the 
benefits but concludes, ‘But if by Capitalism is meant 
a system in which freedom in the economic centre is 
not circumscribed within a strong judicial framework 
which places it at the service of human freedom in its 
totality, and which sees it as a particular aspect of that 
freedom, the core of which is ethical and religious, 
then the reply is certainly negative’

Despite the Pope’s words, the neoconservatives 
used this encyclical to suggest a break by John Paul 
with the entire tradition of Catholic Social Teaching. 
They called it ‘a ringing endorsement of the market 
economy’ and a ‘new capitalism’. This was repeated 
frequently in the media and became commonplace in 
many American Catholic publications.

The neoconservatives were always distrustful of 
the Vatican Council. They continually pointed to the 
vagaries, troubles and lack of religion in the modern 
age, as results of the Vatican Council. We do not hear 
from him of the wonderful fruits of the Council, the 
resulting openness, the ecumenism, the availability 
of the mass in every language, the acceptance of past 
mistakes, the seeking after truth, the reiteration of 
the care of the poor, the truly ‘Catholic’ nature of 
the church. Is George Weigel really someone to be 
recommended by The PorTal?

Hilary andrews
by email

LATIN FOR EVERYONE
New courses begin w/c 5th December and w/c 16th January.

lms.org.uk/onlinelatin 

• Twenty-four highly interactive classes focused on patristic, liturgical and canonical Latin. 
• Engaging, rigorous teaching by expert tutors. 

• A course praised by complete beginners and experienced priests alike. 
• An ideal basis for further progression.

• Bursaries for clergy, seminarians and religious of England and Wales.  Ex-Anglican clergy 
seeking RC orders may also be considered for bursaries.

The views expressed in these letters are not necessarily those of the 
Editors or of the Ordinariate   -   write to: editors@portalmag.co.uk

http://www.lms.org.uk/onlinelatin
mailto:editors%40portalmag.co.uk?subject=
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You can help restore 
the monastery of San 
Benedetto in Monte -  
the birthplace of Saint 
Benedict himself - 
by purchasing the 
exceptional beer  
brewed by the monks.

Enjoy these beers as you celebrate feast days 
or with a gathering of friends knowing you 
are supporting the ongoing establishment of a 
spiritual oasis built to last a thousand years. 

Birra Nursia flows from the deep brewing heritage 
of western monasticism. Originally crafted to suit 
the rich culinary traditions of Umbria it is best 
enjoyed alongside delicious meats, cheeses and 
mushroom infused dishes. 

Find out more about the beers and the monastery 
at www.monasticorder.co.uk where Birra Nursia 
is now available for the first time in the UK.

Please drink wisely, exercising the virtue that Saint Benedict would have encouraged.


