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Four More Witnesses in 
the Early Church

Rod Bennett - Ignatius Press 2021 - 978-1-62164-374-6

Review by Fr Simon Ellis

OnE Of the extraordinary gifts to the Catholic Church are people like Rod Bennett who were nurtured 
in other Protestant communities, in his case Southern Baptist. It was his voracious appetite for history 

(as a boy he wept at the grave of Abraham Lincoln) and in particular, his discovery of the early Church 
Fathers, that made him become a Catholic.  As a result of his reflections, he has produced several good books, 
including Bad Shepherds, The Apostasy that wasn’t and Four Witnesses, which is the prequel to this latest 
book, entitled Four More Witnesses.  

If you think any of this is merely 
academic, remind yourself of 
Cardinal Newman’s observation 
that around 85% of bishops were 
heretics at the time of the Arian 
controversy in the 4th century.  
What Rob Bennett manages to 
articulate (in a style redolent of Bill 
Bryson) -  in reflecting on some of 
the darkest periods of the Church 
and the many scandals – is a proof 
of the parable of the wheat and the 
tares and how often it is that the 
laity rescue the Church - and the 
bishops - back to orthodoxy.

In his offering Four Witnesses, 
which was published in 2009, 
Bennett covered Clement of Rome, 
Ignatius, Justin and Irenaeus.   In 
Four More Witnesses we read of 
Hermas the Shepherd, Clement of Alexandria and his 
disciples Hippolytus and Origen, covering a period of 
history concluding in 253 AD, still six decades before 
Constantine.

In Four Witnesses, Bennett mentioned that he was a 
Roman Catholic in the afterword, which he thought 
wouldn’t come as much of surprise, as the book 
reached conclusions over infant baptism, the authority 
of bishops, a sacrificial Lord’s supper, and a unique role 
for the Bishop of Rome as a successor to St Peter that 
would inevitably be in accord with Catholic doctrine. 
Nevertheless, it was never Bennett’s aim in that book, 
or this sequel, to insist that the reader reaches the 
same conclusion as he, although he aims to get his 
readership “ninety-five miles down the road of the 
one-hundred-mile journey.”

In this work you will be inspired and, at turns, amused 

at the four pericopes of early 
Church Fathers offered. Hermas 
was a “nobody of nobodies…
growing up as human chattel…a 
living farm implement picking 
vegetables under the hot Italian 
sun”.  Hippolytus taught in the 
Didache “a set of rituals taught 
to the twelve Apostles by the 
Saviour himself and passed all 
the way down to 215 AD...the 
instructions he will describe were 
not included within the pages of 
the New Testament because they 
were already in place, already 
familiar to Christians as a 
workaday reality….an unwritten 
tradition of the Church.”  

Origen, if he didn’t coin the 
term Theotokos, he certainly 

seems to have popularised it; when Rufinus came to 
translate Origen’s De Principiis, it must have been 
like a dive from the rocks into a mountain stream, 
for one who witnessed how one iota (inserted into 
homoousios) “could cause a Christian-on-Christian 
persecution as violent as anything Nero or Severus 
ever dreamed up.” For Clement of Rome we read that 
his whole life could be seen as a long preparation to 
become a missionary – an evangelist to the erudite.”

This work will help us all grow in love for the early 
Church Fathers and may provide for evangelical 
Christians evidence of the continuity of the faith 
with Apostolic times and indeed the Church 
today, a continuity which Bennett admits was 
deliberately hidden from his sight.  Perhaps that’s 
a contrasting problem from other communions 
who appropriate Apostolicity without attempting 
to remain faithful to it!
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Celebrating 
Newman
Joanna Bogle

THE CHuRCH, rightly, urges that a Sunday normally takes 
precedence over a feast-day. Thus on Sunday October 9th, 

Father Christopher at the Church of the Most Precious Blood (in the 
care of the Ordinariate) preached on Naaman the leper, and Christ 
healing the ten lepers. As always, there was a lot one hadn’t thought 
about before – the link with baptism, as Naaman’s skin became “like the 
flesh of a little child”, like our souls after baptism…and the humility of the 
ten who pleaded “Jesus, Master have pity on us!”. And so on. And he explored that phrase “Your faith has 
saved you”, reminding us of CS Lewis’ description of faith: it enables us to believe what our reason has taught 
us to be true.

But St John Henry Newman, 
whose feast-day is October 9th, 
couldn’t be fully neglected and 
so he got a mention too, and 
his picture in the shrine in the 
side-chapel was adorned with a 
scarlet ribbon. And with coffee 
after Mass we had sparkling 
fizz, and then -  all organised 
with a team of enthusiasts 
who had volunteered to do the 
necessary work and planning 
- a pilgrim walk to Newman’s 
birthplace, followed by a 
hearty Sunday Lunch back in 
the Parish Room.

St John Henry Newman was born at the family home 
in Old Broad Street, at the back of the Bank of England. 
The site is marked by a blue City of London marble 
plaque. It is a short - and on a Sunday morning very 
pleasant -  walk across the Thames from the Church 
of the Most Precious Blood, which nestles in The 
Borough, very near London Bridge. 

It was a perfect October day, cool and bright. We 
sang “Praise to the Holiest”, as we had at Mass, and 
Father C. led us in a prayer. It was a sheer delight to be 
singing and praying there with fellow-parishioners, in 
the heart of London.

We returned to a delicious lunch – beef stew with 
dumplings, since you ask, and blackberry-and-apple 
crumble to follow. We sat comfortably and talkatively 
at a long table and lingered agreeably over coffee. It 
was the most excellent way to enjoy Sunday.

Lots to discuss, lots to plan. 
The parish is picking up after 
the bleak Covid time. The 
children’s choir is beginning 
to find its new voice. Sunday 
attendance is rising at a steady 
pace. On the wider scene: 
Britain in its everyday culture 
feels every day more pagan: 
public funds supporting weird 
ideas  and ideologies, pressure 
on students at universities 
to conform to specific ideas 
without free or fair debate, 
and a somehow relentless 
promotion of abortion from 

officialdom and media chatter.

We have work to do. Evangelisation has never been 
more important. Our country needs the Christian 
Gospel. St John Henry Newman, pray for us! And help 
us to discern the truth in humility, and beg Christ’s 
help, as you did, echoing the humble cry of the lepers 
long ago…

You are invited to join the 
Rosary Fellowship
For full details and an application form 

please contact Barry Barnes at:  
rosaryfellowship@yahoo.com 

01328 853015 

Please could clergy bring this initiative to the attention of any of 
your people who do not have access to this publication

mailto:rosaryfellowship%40yahoo.com?subject=
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“That which we call 
a rose by any other 
name would smell 
as sweet.’’
SOME PEOPLE call a spade a spade, some call it an agricultural implement, and 

others a bloody shovel! Or, in a less Chaucerian vein The Bard says more eloquently “That 
which we call a rose by any other name would smell as sweet.’’ Well then what is in a name? I 
was prompted to reflect on this question after a book entitled “Northern Catholicism’’ came 
into my possession from a cradle Catholic friend. 

He had unwittingly bought the book assuming it to be 
about Catholicism in the North of England with stories 
and histories about Catholic recusants in Lancashire, 
Yorkshire, Durham and so on.  However,  the name 
misled  him;  it was an Anglo-Catholic publication 
about a Eucharistic conference and the Northern 
Catholicism referred to in the title was about various 
groups in Northern Europe who believed they were 
the true upholders of the Catholic  faith.  (Of course 
none of them was  in communion with the Holy See 
or any other see, Catholic or Orthodox). However,  I 
digress.

The point of this introduction is that it caused me to 
reflect on the name “Catholic” and it struck me how 
the name is used very often, in the modern world, in a 
way it has never been used in the past.

What I mean is this. Until recently, when a person 
identified themselves as a  Catholic  it had a definite 
unambiguous and clear meaning. Someone who was a 
Catholic believed that the Bishop of Rome was the vicar 
of Christ on earth, they believed in the real substantial 
presence of Christ in the Eucharistic elements; that 
remarriage after divorce was not permissible. They 
upheld all the key dogmas of the Church from the 
virginal conception to the bodily resurrection of the 
incarnate son and so on.

That was what the name Catholic meant. Now 
of course from apostolic times onwards there 
have always been those who have denied some or 
all of the  teachings  of the one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church. 

These  too had a  name;  they were called Non-
Catholics. They were often people within the Church 
who denied certain teachings of the church. They 

were given more specific names, to best describe in 
what sense they were Non-Catholic, They were called 
Heretics, Schismatics or even apostates.

But this is no longer the case! We (well some of us!) 
no longer call a spade a spade. We no longer name 
heretics as heretics. In the world of today people still 
call themselves Catholic while not giving assent to the 
dogmas and doctrines of the Church. They introduce 
new names. 

They  claim they are  “Liberal  Catholics” or 
“progressive Catholics”. This is a thing unheard  of. 
Someone  who denies the teaching of the Church is 
emphatically not a progressive or liberal Catholic; they 
are simply non-catholic.

And one of the things which then happens is that those 
of us who do believe in the teaching of the Church are 
then given the name “Traditional Catholics”. 

This then creates an unhealthy situation within 
the  Church.  If we are all  Catholics,  we  decide what 
sort of Catholicism we want and being progressive 
or liberal or traditional becomes a matter of personal 
predilection.

The Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham 
is NOT a haven for traditional Catholics. It is a home 
for Catholics who believe in the faith once delivered 
to the saints. And even if an angel from heaven 
should preach something different it must be rejected. 
Never mind a Belgian bishop - or a German Synodal 
proclamation!

Anyway: don’t some German Theologians have some 
previous in calling for reform?
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Stanley Bennie, priest, RIP

IT IS with deep sadness that we learn of the death of Fr Stanley Bennie, one of our four Ordinariate priests 
in Scotland. He died peacefully on Monday afternoon, 24th October 2022, in the Golden Jubilee Hospital 

in Clydebank, near Glasgow, the specialist heart hospital in Scotland, and where Fr Stanley underwent a 
heart bypass operation around five years ago.

He had been breathless for some 
months but two weeks ago he was 
admitted to hospital in Inverness. 
Despite the numerous tests and 
treatments his breathing did not 
show any signs of improving. 
Indeed it got worse and further 
tests indicated that Fr Stanley had 
a slow leak in the aortic valve in his 
heart. It was decided that he should 
be transferred the 200 miles by 
ambulance to the Golden Jubilee 
Hospital, the medical centre of 
excellence in Scotland.

Fr Len Black, our senior pastor in 
Scotland, was in constant contact 
with him by telephone but last Saturday his condition 
dramatically worsened and he was told that, at most, 
he only had a few days to live and that palliative care 
would begin immediately.

Immediately after Mass on Sunday 23rd October, 
Fr Len drove south from Inverness and anointed him 
using the Rite of Penance, Anointing and Viaticum 
from Divine Worship: Pastoral Care of the Sick and 
Dying. Having anointed him, then as he held up the 
Host, saying the words “Lord, I am not worthy...”. Fr 
Stanley immediately fell into a coma. Thinking he had 
just fallen asleep, Fr Len made the Sign of the Cross 
over him with the Host and concluded the Rite. Soon 
after he left, telling the nursing staff that he thought Fr 
Stanley had fallen asleep.

Later the nurse looking after Fr Stanley told Fr Len 
that she was a Catholic but had not been to Mass for a 
long time but having met Fr Stanley, she plans to start 
going to Mass again. She also said that on the Sunday 
night she sat with Fr Stanley, playing hymns on her 
iPhone and reading from the bible. “It seemed to calm 
him,” she said. She brought a rosary for Fr Stanley and 
laid it on his shoulder. The nursing staff were quite 
wonderful, above and beyond the call of duty.

When Fr Len returned to Fr Stanley’s bedside the 
next morning he was told that Fr Stanley was still in a 
coma. He never regained consciousness. Fr Len and Fr 

Stanley’s close friends sat with him 
all day until at 3.55pm he simply 
stopped breathing. His brother, 
who suffers from Parkinson’s 
was driven up from London that 
morning and arrived just in time 
to bid farewell to his brother.

Fr Stanley Bennie was one of 
the real ‘characters’ of the Scottish 
Episcopal Church and of the 
Ordinariate. He regularly made the 
journey to London for Ordinariate 
events. Ferry from Stornoway to 
Ullapool on the north west coast of 
Scotland, a 3½ hour journey, and 
one hour bus journey to Inverness, 

staying in Inverness in the house that was his mother’s 
house. Then next day, an eight hour train journey to 
London and the same on the way back after the event.

Born in 1943 in Inverness, he underwent his Anglican 
formation for ministry at Mirfield, served a curacy in 
Ashington, West Sussex, before returning to Scotland 
in 1970 to St Andrew’s Cathedral in Inverness as 
Precentor. After a short time as Rector of All Saints in 
Buckie on the north east coast he moved to Stornoway 
on the Isle of Lewis in 1984 where he remained as 
Rector of St Peter’s Stornoway until he retired in 2011. 

He inherited a house close to Our Holy Redeemer 
Catholic Church in Stornoway but also retained the 
family home in Inverness, which amongst other things, 
was a useful stopping point when travelling from the 
Western Isles to anywhere on the mainland. 

He was received into the Catholic Church in 
Stornoway by Fr Len Black through the Personal 
Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham in 2012 and 
ordained priest the same year.

His funeral Mass will be in Inverness on Monday 7th 
November at 11am and he will be laid to rest later in 
his beloved Stornoway on the Isle of Lewis.

Fr Stanley ... Rest in Peace.
Jesus mercy, Mary pray.
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Part of the family 2
Bryan Miller relives a week full of amazing welcomes

AT THE beginning of July Fr Len Black and I embarked on an amazing and 
unique mini pilgrimage which took us on a round trip of 1,592 miles by land, 

on motorways, single track roads bordered by high hedges and by sea on an open 
boat.  The simplest way to let you know, in brief detail, of the great pilgrimage we embarked on is to show you 
our activities day by day about what happened on our amazing journey beginning on day one.

Day 1: Sunday 3rd July 
After the Ordinariate Sung Mass in Inverness and 

lunch we headed south in a car packed for every 
possibility for the coming week.  We had a delightful 
stop for afternoon tea with Fred Stone in Paisley, a 
former president of Una Voce Scotland and someone 
who has been such a good friend to 
the Ordinariate in Scotland.  

One reason for the visit was to 
collect two Altar Stones one of which 
was for Fr Simon Beveridge our Ordinariate 
priest in Whithorn. From there it was but a 
short run down to our hotel for the night in 
Abington, half way down the M74, a total 
distance of 230 miles from Inverness.

Day 2: Monday 4th July
Office said, we headed off leaving Scotland 

and heading towards Gloucester and our first 
stop in the pilgrimage.  We made good time 
and arrived in time to visit the Cathedral. 
Gloucester Cathedral is stunning and has 
managed to survive far better than many 
others during the reformation period as it was the 
place of a royal tomb, that of Edward II.

The quality of the stonework in the cloisters is quite 
superb and it was rather good to remember that this 
too had been a Benedictine House - Benedictine was 
the theme of the 
week!

We were asked if we 
would like to attend 
Choral Evensong, 
which we did, in the 
beautiful medieval 
Choir.  It was 
especially wonderful 
to see and hear the 
building doing what 
it was built for, praising God.  The music of the choir 
and organ were quite the Church of England at its best.  

We both said afterwards how good it is that the 
office of Evensong has now been preserved within the 
patrimony of the Ordinariate in the Catholic Church.  
Today we travelled a further 330 miles.

Day 3: Tuesday 5th July
We were up bright and early to attend the Conventual 

Mass at Prinknash Abbey.  The community are housed 
in what was the pre-reformation Grange of the 
Abbot of Gloucester, a most beautiful building high 
up overlooking the city of Gloucester.  The Abbey 

has a small 
chapel, much 
of which is pre-
reformation.  

In the 1930s 
a transept was 
built on for the 
lay faithful to 
assist at Mass. 
Here we sat and 
took part in a 
prayerful and 

dignified celebration of the Holy Mass ad orientem.  
Indeed, as we were to keep discovering throughout the 
week, the Benedictine ethos of worship was very much 
that of the Ordinariate.

After Mass we were received in the Abbey parlour 
by Abbot Francis Baird and Fr Stephen 
Horton, the Prior of Prinknash. The 
community had looked out various items 
connected with Aelred Carlyle, such as his 
chalice and the original crosier made for 
him in Anglican days. 

What we thought was going to be a short 
visit soon extended into one of a couple of 
hours. We were received with such warmth 
and pleasure and we were told on more 
than one occasion that the Ordinariate 

should consider itself part of the greater Benedictine 
family.

Our window on
the Ordinariate
in Scotland

Gloucester Cathedral Choir

Prinknash Abbey Chapel

... to be continued ... next month.
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Autumn by the Sea!
Jackie Ottaway and Ronald Crane visit the Ordinariate Group 
at Saint Thomas More Catholic Church, Bournemouth

IT WAS a pleasant Autumn Day when we made the trip to Bournemouth and the Ordinariate Mission 
at St Thomas More church, Iford. When we arrived, one mass was just ending and before the Ordinariate 

mass according to Divine Worship began there was a Procession around the block. This was to celebrate the 
Solemnity of Our Lady of Walsingham. Although we were small in numbers, it was not pathetic, but a joyful 
and fulfilling experience. A true witness for the Catholic faith.

We were soon into the Divine 
Worship mass with our Ordinary 
Mgr Keith Newton and Fr Darryl 
Jordan the Group Pastor. It was 
special in every sense of the word. A 
Baptism, a First Communion, a first 
Wedding Anniversary and a number 
of Birthdays. This was not remote 
religion. This was very much religion of 
the people. With pushing seventy folk 
present it was a lovely mass, a privilege to 
be present.

With so many blessings on offer, it was 
appropriate that we had the regulation 
‘Bun-Fight’ afterwards. Here the high 
standard was maintained. Food for all, 
provided by the congregation.

It seems the Group came from three 
Anglican Parishes that were very different 
from each other and, although it has 
taken time, they have managed to form a 
coherent whole. At first the Group met at 
the Christchurch Parish of the Immaculate 
Conception and St Joseph, who were very 
generous to Ordinariate members. At some 
point they moved to Southbourne Parish 
of Our Lady Queen of Peace and Blessed 
Margaret Pole. Fr Darryl Jordan took over 
from the Group’s first Pastor, Fr Graham Smith, 
and Mgr Edwin Barnes R.I.P. His wife Lisa, 
daughter Catherine and he  became  Catholic 
in 2013, and he has been Group Pastor since 
March 2015.

On average they are 25 folks on a Sunday at 
the 11.15 Divine Worship liturgy. Fr Darryl told 
us that his main objective as Group Pastor is 
“That I may conduct sound, instructive, biblical 
preaching and solemn, decorous, traditional 
celebration, for which we pray each Sunday.” 
He admits to not being the best administrator, 

apart from computer related tasks 
as his first career was as a Software 
Engineer.

The mass was offered wholeheartedly 
and with devotion that draws one 
into the sacredness of the action. Fr 
Darryl continued, “At first there was 

resistance and even hostility, with some 
parishioners, and even some local diocesan 
clergy, refusing to accept me as a “real” 
Catholic priest. Several left when I arrived. 
Letters of complaint were written to the 
Bishop of Portsmouth, and I was verbally 
abused publicly on parish premises, because 
of my “Anglican high church” inclinations. 
Some resented me having a family and that 
the Presbytery needed work done to make 
it clean and habitable as a home versus a 
hostel.” It has clearly been tough for him 
and his family, but we saw little of hostility 
during our visit.

  “The congregation is diverse in terms 
of age and ethnicity, children serving at 
the Altar. We have lost several original 

members to other diocesan parishes, but a 
few dedicated members remain. Finances 
are sound as the Treasurer is adept and 
standing orders are encouraged.” Clerical 
assistance would help Fr Darryl, and he 
hopes to commission some Extraordinary 
Ministers to take Communion to the 
housebound.

Summing things up, he told us, “We will 
see steady growth as evidenced by recent 
confirmations of young families from the 
Church of England, and our finances should 
remain as stable as the economy allows. 
We’ll sing more,  especially psalms and 
learn (for solemn occasions) more chanted 
bits of the Mass like the Our Father. If 

Ø
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we remain a parish, I think there will be an 
Ordinariate here. The Diocese of Portsmouth 
are considering churches which might need 
to close. We wait to see our fate.”

Whilst enjoying the wonderful food on 
offer (we never refuse such an invitation – 
well Ronald doesn’t!) we managed to chat 
with a few of those present.

Julianna Jones is a Cradle Catholic who 
regularly attends the 11.15 mass. Her husband 
comes from the Anglo Catholic tradition, 
although he didn’t come to the church 
through the Ordinariate. “But we felt part of 
the community really through this now. We’ve 
also become quite close with Fr Daryll 
and the community here. We decided 
to have the boys Baptised here.” She did 
not know that her family are eligible 
to join the Ordinariate because of her 
husband’s Anglican antecedence. All 
she has to do is sign a form.

Julianna is from California. She 
came to England with her husband. 
“My husband is British, and we actually met in Italy. 
When we got married, we decided that there were 
more prospects here. I had already been living out of 
the country so Bournemouth was almost a random 
location of choice, only because we could really move 
and start anywhere. My husband had worked here in 
the past and thought it was really nice place to live 
and weren’t tied down to any location. We rented a flat 
initially and then we decided were quite happy here 
and again we had community and so on.” 

We asked what they found attractive about the 
Ordinariate. She said, “Interesting that you’re asking 
me because it’s taken me a while to warm up to it. I’ve 
grown up with the novus ordo or, later in life Latin 
Mass. I very much like the romantic languages and that 
tradition. But I’ve come to really appreciate this Mass 
and this liturgy because of the reverence. I do think 
there’s a beauty in the older English and I appreciate 
that it actually goes further in the Catholic Tradition 
than the novus ordo language.”

Liz Jenkins is William’s Mother. He made his First 
Communion on this Sunday.  William is seven and will 
be eight at Christmas. They normally attend the 1115 
Divine Worship mass, and although it was a marathon 
for William, it was also exciting. They moved from the 
CofE some two years ago and love the Ordinariate.

We had a chat with Fred Jones who always attends 

the 11.15 mass. He told us, “I spent years 
in the Church of England as an Anglican 
clergyman in a variety of places. One of the 
most eminent was St Matthew’s Westminster, 
a long, long time ago. But I’ve been round 
quite a bit. I left the Church of England in 
the nineties and joined the continuing bodies 
and then a few years ago, may be four or five 
years ago, I joined the Ordinariate, and I’ve 
come here to die.“

He likes Divine Worship, and says Fr 
Darryl is ‘fun’. Telling us about his liking for 
the Ordinariate, he said, “It has the best of 
the best of the Book of Common Prayer. It 
has a sound Consecration Prayer and is not 

messed about with. Also, I think it has 
the language, the language of the Book 
of Common Prayer, which is one of the 
beauties of the English tongue, the best 
of Cranmer’s prayers. 

At the end of next year Fred will 
be ninety years old. He looks spritely 
and in good health. He is Edmund’s 
Godfather, Edmund being the baby 

Baptised that day.

Next up was David Collier. He does not have the title, 
but is, in effect, the Head Server. He looks after the 
children who do serve. He enjoys it and always attends 
the 1115 mass. As a member of the Ordinariate it is his 
duty to be present, although it is a pleasant one.

David was received into the Catholic Church from 
the CofE. He has no desire to return to the CofE, but 
stated, “I wouldn’t like to go back, but I wouldn’t like 
to imply that I hated it. I had some happy times there. 
But when that came it was the right thing for us to do. 
Things change but I think we’re more at home in the 
Catholic Church. I am very happy at St Thomas More.” 

He said Fr Daryl is “Brilliant!” he continued, “Fr 
Daryl is very much in keeping with the Ordinariate, 
so we use the Ordinariate rite Evensong once a month. 
He’s very much in the Anglican tradition. The children 
are very good, but the Baptism today threw them a bit. 
but they did very well.” He spoke well of the organist, 
and concluded, “It’s all very nice here but you can’t 
help but wish more people came.”

We had a lovely time at St Thomas More. If you are 
ever in the Bournemouth area, Divine Worship is at 
11.15 each and every Sunday. You will be made very 
welcome. Thanks to Father Darryl and the folk of St 
Thomas More for their warm welcome.
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To Sanctify the World: 
the Living Legacy of Vatican II

 by George Weigel

SIxTy yEARS after its opening, a leading Catholic intellectual explains why the teachings of the 
Second Vatican Council are essential to the Church’s future—and the world’s. 

The Second Ecumenical Council of the Vatican 
– “Vatican II” – was the most important event in 
Catholic history since the sixteenth century Council of 
Trent reckoned with the Protestant Reformations that 
had shattered Christendom. 

Called by Pope John XXIII to address the 
civilisational crisis that had led to two world wars, 
the Council was intended to launch a new era of 
Christ-centred and evangelical Catholic vitality in the 
modern world. But today, sixty years after its opening 
on October 11, 1962, Vatican II’s meaning remains 
sharply contested and in some respects its promise 
remains unfulfilled. 

In To Sanctify The World: The Vital Legacy of Vatican 
II, world renowned Catholic scholar George Weigel 
brings over thirty years’ experience of global Catholic 
affairs to this fresh and compelling analysis of the 
Council. In a ground-breaking examination of modern 
Catholic history, Weigel explains how to understand 
Vatican II: why it was necessary, what it taught, and 
why implementing its teachings was so controversial 
and difficult. To Sanctify The World challenges existing 
understandings of this epochal event and reveals how 
it continues to shape the global Catholic community. 

While previous councils offered “keys” to their 
proper interpretation, Vatican II did not, leading to 
a period of confusion and lethargy in the Church. 
Weigel shows that Popes John Paul II and Benedict 
XVI, both major figures at the Council, provided 
these authoritative “keys” to understanding Vatican 
II in the 35-years those two men served as Bishop of 
Rome. With insightful and original analysis, Weigel 
argues that, as the civilisational crisis that the Council 
addressed continues today, Vatican II’s proposals for 
an authentic humanism remain crucial for the renewal 
of world culture and critical to the Church’s mission to 
sanctify the world. 

Deeply researched and compassionately told, this 
book recaptures the true meaning of this monumental 
event in Christian history. An essential guide for 
understanding Vatican II and its historic implications, 
To Sanctify The World paves the way to a more vital 

Catholic future. George Weigel is Distinguished 
Senior Fellow of Washington’s Ethics and Public 
Policy Center. The first volume of his biography of 
Pope John Paul II, Witness to Hope, was a New York 
Times bestseller, and his writing appears in a variety 
of publications, including the Wall Street Journal. He 
lives in North Bethesda, Maryland. 

•	 Why, sixty years on, Vatican II remains deeply 
contested in the Catholic Church with detractors 
pointing to its unintended consequences: the largest 
exodus of priests and religious sisters departing the 
Church for secular life since the 16th-century 

•	 Why, despite the contentions that followed it, 
Vatican II was necessary for the Catholic Church 
as it faced the civilisational crises that had led to 
two world wars and a rapidly secularising West. 

•	 How the living parts of the world Church today are 
those that have embraced the vision of Vatican II 
as interpreted by John Paul II and Benedict XVI.

“Anyone interested in a bold yet authentic 
interpretation of Vatican II should read this 
book, in which George Weigel persuasively 
demonstrates that the Council—the Holy Spirit’s 
greatest gift to Catholicism in the twentieth 
century—was not so much about reinventing and 
‘modernising’ the Church as Christifying and 
converting the world.” 

Robert Barron, Bishop of Winona-Rochester
and Founder of Word on Fire Catholic Ministries

“Historians tell us that the genuine 
interpretation of an ecumenical council’s 
teaching usually takes at least sixty years to 
settle. That means we are now at the point of 
serenely and sanely understanding the authentic 
magisterium of Vatican Council II. And count 
on George Weigel to provide an attractive and 
compelling synthesis of it.”

Cardinal Timothy Dolan, 
Archbishop of New York

See page 18 for a Review of 
To Sanctify The World by Fr Simon Heans 
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Our Window 
on the CofE
Fr Paul Benfield recounts recent events in the CofE

THE dEATH Of QuEEn ELIzABETH caused announcements of various ecclesiastical 
appointments to be delayed as no official business was undertaken by the Crown or Government during 

the period of mourning.

On 12th October it was announced from 10 Downing 
Street that Her Late Majesty the Queen approved the 
nomination of The Reverend Canon Stephen Race, 
Incumbent of the Benefice of Central Barnsley and 
Area Dean of Barnsley, in the Diocese of Leeds, to 
the Suffragan See of Beverley, in the Diocese of York, 
in succession to The Right Reverend Glyn Webster 
following his retirement.

The Bishop of Beverley provides sacramental and 
pastoral care to traditionalist Catholic parishes 
and clergy in the Northern Province (except in the 
Dioceses of Leeds and Blackburn where there is local 
provision provided by the Bishops of Wakefield and 
Burnley respectively).

Canon Race was educated at St Hild and St Bede 
College, Durham. He trained for ministry at St 
Stephen’s House, Oxford, and was ordained Priest 
in 2003, serving his title at St Mary’s, Wigton, in the 
Diocese of Carlisle. 

In 2005 he was appointed Vicar of St John the 
Baptist, Dodworth, in the Diocese of Wakefield. 
He was additionally appointed Diocesan Director 
of Ordinands (DDO) in 2008 for the Diocese of 
Wakefield (and subsequently the Diocese of Leeds), 
having served as Assistant DDO from 2005.

He was appointed Priest-in-Charge of 
St  Mary’s,  Barnsley in 2014, and additionally Priest-
in-Charge of St Edward the Confessor, Barnsley and 
St  Thomas,  Gawber in 2017. Following this, he was 
licensed as Priest in Charge of St George’s, Barnsley in 
2018 and, with the pastoral reorganisations completed, 
he became Incumbent of the Benefice of Central 
Barnsley in 2019. He has served as Area Dean of 
Barnsley since 2009 and has been an Honorary Canon 
of Wakefield Cathedral since 2011.

The consecration of the Bishop of Beverley will take 
place in York Minster on 30th  November and three 
bishops of the Society of St Wilfrid and St Hilda will 

lay hands on him, that is bishops who themselves were 
ordained by male bishops in the historic apostolic 
succession and who have not themselves ordained 
women priests or bishops.

On 18th  October it was announced that  The 
Right Reverend Dr John Perumbalath, Area Bishop 
of Bradwell, was to be Bishop of Liverpool. Dr 
Perambalath  hails from the ancient Syrian Christian 
community in Kerala, India, and trained for ministry at 
Union Biblical Seminary, Pune. Ordained in Calcutta, 
he moved to England in 2002 where he served in the 
Diocese of Rochester before being Archdeacon of 
Barking and then Bishop of Bradwell in the Diocese 
of Chelmsford.

On 20th October it was announced that Dr Helen-
Ann Hartley, Suffragan Bishop of Ripon was to be 
Bishop of Newcastle. Dr Hartley was educated at the 
University of  St  Andrews  and Worcester College, 
Oxford. She trained for ministry on the St Albans & 
Oxford Ministry Course and was ordained Priest in 
2006. 

She served her title at St Mary the Virgin, Wheatley, 
in the Diocese of Oxford, and was appointed Curate 
at St Mary the Virgin and St Nicholas, Littlemore, in 
2007. During this time she was also Director of Biblical 
Studies and Tutor in New Testament at Ripon College, 
Cuddesdon.

In 2012 she moved to New Zealand where she was 
Dean for the New Zealand Dioceses at the College of 
St John the Evangelist, Auckland, and in 2014 she was 
consecrated Bishop of Waikato, Anglican Church in 
Aotearoa, New Zealand and Polynesia.

Helen-Ann returned to the UK in 2018 when she 
was appointed to her current role as Suffragan Bishop 
of Ripon in the Diocese of Leeds.
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Spiritual Conferences
There will be a series of Spiritual Conferences held 

on Zoom, on the first and third Wednesdays of this 
month (2nd and 16th), at 8.00pm. They will last 20-30 
minutes, and will be delivered this month by our two 
newly ordained deacons – Dr Timothy Graham and 
Carl Watson. The Zoom links are as follows:
2nd November: 

Zoom link = www.bit.ly/Sp-Conf-1
(Meeting ID: 835 9775 5566 / Passcode: 261358)

16th November:
Zoom link = www.bit.ly/Sp-Conf-2
(Meeting ID: 842 4986 7523 / Passcode: 869042)
All Members, Associates, and Friends of the 

Ordinariate are welcome to join us, as are those 
interested in joining the Ordinariate.

Ordinariate Celebration
Ordinariate Celebration of the Catholic Faith

“Most Highly Favoured Lady”
May 2nd to 4th 2023

At the Walthamstow/Chingford Mission
Put the date in your Diary

Details later

Come, Lord Jesus

An InvITATIOn to an Advent day called 
Come, Lord Jesus! at All Souls Coventry on 

Saturday 3rd December has been sent out to all the 
Ordinariate groups in the north and midlands.

The day is an opportunity for members of the 
Ordinariate in the north and midlands, as well as 
friends and supporters, to come together to worship 
and get to know one another. The day will begin with 
Mass at 12noon (Divine Worship), followed by lunch 
and some social time together, and will conclude with a 
candlelit service of Advent Carols and Readings at 4pm. 
We’ll also be encouraging people from across Coventry 
deanery, and local Anglicans, to join us, to experience 
the Ordinariate and some of its distinctiveness for 
themselves. We’re blessed with a beautiful church and 
a fine organ and organist, ideal for such an occasion. 
Please join us. Ample free parking available.

For more information contact Fr Paul Burch at 
allsoulscov@gmail.com or 07557344682. The Precious 
Blood & All Souls, Coventry, CV5 8DX.

Ordinariate Camino

WE WILL be walking the last 75 miles of 
the Portuguese Way from Tui to Santiago de 

Compostela between the 25th of May and the 1st of 
June 2023. Mass will be celebrated daily and the Angelus 
said at noon and there will be daily opportunities for 
the rosary, confession and spiritual direction. We will 
be accompanied by Mgr Keith Newton throughout. 
The pilgrimage will be led by Fr Nicholas Leviseur 
and we will have an experienced Camino guide, James 
Jeffrey, walking with us.

What is included; 7 nights hotel accommodation and 
breakfast. Coach transfer from Santiago airport to Tui. 
Daily luggage transfer. ( Because this is a pilgrimage 
we are restricting the weight to the luggage to be 
transferred to a maximum of 15 kilograms per person: 
anything extra you carry yourself).

What is not included: Travel to and from the UK. 
Lunch and supper. Insurance. Cost: £585. A non 
refundable deposit of £200 a person to be paid by 15th 
November 2022 and the balance of £385 by the 10th of 
March 2023. 

For more informations please contact Fr Nicholas 
Leviseur - nicholas.leviseur@ordinariate.org.uk

Ordinariate Directory and 
Ordo 2022-2023

A copy of the Ordinariate 
Directory and Ordo 2022-
2023 will be sent to all 
Ordinariate clergy by the 
middle of November. From 
14th November copies may be 
purchased through the website 
www.ordinariate.org.uk click 
on RESOURCES in the top 
menu then on Ordinariate 
Directory and Ordo.

News from the Ordinariate

Coat of Arms
Lapel 

Badge 
£5 (inc P&P)

Badge and Cufflinks

Badges:  £4   Cufflinks:  £12 (pair)

Support 
the Ordinariate

www.
ordinariate.org.uk/

support

VISIT

The Ordinariate Tartan

ordinariate-tartan.com

Order your Scarf, Tie,
Ladies Wrap, Facemask,

Bow Tie, Waistcoat
or Priest’s Stole at:

https://bit.ly/Sp-Conf-1
https://bit.ly/Sp-Conf-2
mailto:allsoulscov%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:nicholas.leviseur%40ordinariate.org.uk?subject=
https://www.ordinariate.org.uk
https://www.ordinariate.org.uk/support
https://www.ordinariate.org.uk/support
https://www.ordinariate.org.uk/support
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THIS MONTH’S DEVOTION HOLY FATHER’S INTENTIONS
The Faithful Departed Children who suffer: We pray for children who are suffering, 

especially those who are homeless, orphans, and victims of war; 
may they  be guaranteed access to education  and the opportunity 
to experience family affection

1 T X All SAINTS’ DAY (Solemnity) Holy Day of Obligation Your Mission, Group or Parish
2 W ALL SOULS’ DAY The souls in Purgatory
3 T Feria (St Martin de Porres, Rel; St Winfrede, Virgin) The Revd Simon Ellis
4 F St Charles Borromeo, Bp The Revd Robin Ellis
5 S Feria (Our Lady on Saturday) The Revd Mark Elliott Smith
6 S X  TRINITY 21st (32OT) Your Mission, Group or Parish
7 M Feria (St Willibrord, Bp) The Revd David Elliott
8 T All Saints of England (Feast) (Wales: All Saints of Wales) The Conversion of England (Wales)
9 W Dedication of Lateran Basilica (Feast) The Unity of the Church

10 T St Leo the Great, P, Dr The Revd Jonathan Creer
11 F St Martin of Tours, Bp The Armed Services
12 S St Josaphat Bp, M Eastern Rite Catholics
13 S X TRINITY 22nd (33OT) (Remembrance Sunday) Your Mission, Group or Parish
14 M Feria The Portal Magazine, The Portal Podcast, the Monthly Newsletter
15 T Feria (St Albert the Great, Bp, Dr) The Revd Paul Cracknell
16 M Feria (St Margaret of Scotland; St Gertrude V; St Edmund of 

Abingdon, Bp)
The Revd Leonard Cox

17 T Feria (St Hugh of Lincoln Bp; St Elizabeth of Hungary, Rel; St 
Hilda, Abbess)

The Revd John Corbyn

18 F Feria (Dedication of the Basilicas of SS Peter & Paul) The Revd Brian Copus
19 S Feria (Our Lady on Saturday) All lost through abortion
20 S X SOLEMNITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 

KING OF THE UNIVERSE (St Edmund, M)
Your Mission, Group or Parish

21 M Presentation of the BVM Walsingham
22 T St Cecilia V, M All Musicians
23 W Feria before Advent (St Clement I, P M; St Columbanus, Ab) The Revd Simon Chinery
24 T St Andrew Dung-Lac, Pr & Comp MM The Revd Neil Chatfield
25 F Feria before Advent (St Catherine of Alexandria, V, M) The Revd Deacon Richard Cerson
26 S Feria before Advent (Our Lady on Saturday) The Revd Deacon Roy Cavey
27 S X THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT Your Mission, Group or Parish
28 M Feria The Revd Christopher Cann
29 T Feria The Revd Michael Cain
30 W St Andrew, Ap (Feast, Solemnity in Scotland) Scotland, Russia & the Missionary Work of the Church

Listen to the Portal Podcast every Saturday 

from 6pm at www.portalmag.co.uk

The PorTal 
relies on regular donations 

from YOU, our readers.  
Please help us by making 

a secure donation through 
CAF online. 

Just point your smart phone 
or device on the QR code 

and help us continue our work. 
Thank you.

http://www.portalmag.co.uk
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BIRMIngHAM St Margaret Mary, 59 Perry  
Common Road, Birmingham B23 7AB  Mass: Sunday: 
11am (Divine Worship). ContaCt: Fr Simon Ellis: 
0121 373 0069 - birmingham@ordinariate.org.uk

BRISTOL St Joseph, Camp Road, Weston-super-
Mare BS23 2EN  Mass: 2nd Sunday of the month 12 
noon (Divine Worship), followed by shared lunch 
and Benediction at 2:30pm (subject to change in the 
summer months)  ContaCt: Deacon James Patrick: 
bristol@ordinariate.org.uk

BuCKfAST St Mary’s Abbey, Buckfast TQ11 0EE  
The Ordinariate Mass is not currently being offered at the 
Abbey due to present restrictions. Fr Hellyer is offering the 
Ordinariate mass in his parish in Plymouth.   ContaCt: 
Fr Ian Hellyer: 01752 600054 - ian@hellyer.org

CHELMSfORd Blessed Sacrament, 116 
Melbourne Avenue, Chelmsford CM1 2DU  Mass:  
Sunday: 9.30am and 11.30am, (on 1st Sunday of 
the month, specifically Ordinariate), also on Mon 
to Sat at 9.15am with RC community  ContaCt: 
chelmsford@ordinariate.org.uk

CHICHESTER St Richard,  Cawley Road 
Chichester PO19 1XB  Mass: Saturday 4.15pm 
(Divine Worship)  ContaCt: Fr Simon Chinery: 
07971 523008 - chichester@ordinariate.org.uk

CORnWALL St Augustine of Hippo, St Austell, 
PL25 4RA  Mass: Sunday: 5pm, also on Wed 7pm  
ContaCt: Fr David Lashbrooke: 01803 329703 or 
07847 222030 - cornwall@ordinariate.org.uk

COvEnTRy The Precious Blood of Our 
Lord Jesus Christ & All Souls, Kingsland 
Avenue, Earlsdon, Coventry CV5 8DX  Mass: 
Sundays 11.15am, Mon-Wed 9.30am, Thu 7.30pm, 
Fri 7.30am, Sat 9.30am - all Masses currently live 
streamed  ContaCt: Fr Paul Burch: 02476 674161 
- paul.burch@ordinariate.org.uk

CROydOn At the moment the Croydon Group 
does not have any Ordinariate Masses, but it is 
hoped that they might begin again soon - for further 
information  ContaCt: Jackie Brooks: 0208 777 
6426  - jaxprint@btinternet.com

dARLIngTOn St Osmund, Main Road, 

Gainford, County Durham DL2 3DZ Mass: Sundays: 
9.30am and 11.30am (Divine Worship); Tues: 10am; 
Fri: 11.45am Sext, 12 noon (Divine Worship). 
ContaCt:  Fr Thomas Mason: 07876 308657 - info@
ordinariate-darlington.co.uk - www.ordinariate-
darlington.co.uk

dERBy/nOTTIngHAM Our Lady and 
St Thomas, Nottingham Road, Ilkeston DE7 5RF 
Mass: Sat before 1st Sun 6.30pm (Divine Worship), 
Thu 9.15am (Divine Worship) St Paul, Lenton 
Boulevard, Nottingham NG7 2BY  Mass: Sun 6pm 
(Divine Worship).  ContaCt: Fr Andrew Harding 
01159 325642. Fr Christopher Cann: 01889 569579, Fr 
Peter Peterken: 01332 766285, Fr David Jones: 01162 
302244 - derby-nottingham@ordinariate.org.uk

EASTBOuRnE Christ the King, 3 Princes 
Road, Langney, Eastbourne BN23 6HT Mass: 
Sun 4pm, Thur 7pm (both Divine Worship)  
ContaCt: Fr Neil Chatfield: 07718 123304 - neil.
chatfield@eastbourneordinariate.org.uk- www.
eastbourneordinariate.org.uk

fOLKESTOnE/dOvER St Paul’s, 103 Maison 
Dieu Road, Dover CT16 1RU Mass: Sunday: 11.30am 
(with parish) ContaCt: Fr James Houghton - 
folkestone@ordinariate.org.uk

HARLOW The Assumption of Our Lady, 
Mulberry Green, Old Harlow, Essex CM17 0HA  
Mass: Sunday: 10am and 6pm (Divine Worship 
1st Sun), Wed 10am (Divine Worship). Check 
bulletin at www.catholicchurchoftheassumption.co.uk 
or ContaCt: Fr John Corbyn: 01279 434203 - 
john.corbyn@btinternet.com 

HEMEL HEMPSTEAd St Mark’s, Hollybush 
Lane, Hemel Hempstead HP1 2PH  Mass: Sunday: 
9.30am, Wed: 7pm  ContaCt:  hemel.hempstead@
ordinariate.org.uk

ISLE Of WIgHT St Thomas of Canterbury, 
Terminus Road, Cowes PO31 7TJ  Mass:  (Divine 
Worship) for details, ContaCt: Fr Jonathan Redvers 
Harris: 01983 292739 - frjonathanrh@btinternet.com

LOndOn CEnTRAL Our Lady of the 
Assumption and St Gregory, Warwick Street, 
London W1B 5LZ  (Nearest tube: Piccadilly) Mass: 

Ordinariate Mass times
Where to find us at prayer in England, Scotland and Wales

Ø
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Sunday: 10.30am Solemn Mass with choir, Weekdays: 
8am and 12.45pm (all Divine Worship), Sat 6pm 
(Novus Ordo), Feasts and Solemnities as advertised.  
ContaCt: Fr Mark Elliott-Smith 07815 320761 - 
markelliottsmith@rcdow.org.uk

LOndOn LEyTOnSTOnE St John 
Vianney, 1 Stoneleigh Road, Clayhall, Ilford IG5 
0JB Mass:  Sunday: 9am, 10am, 4.30pm Adoration, 
5pm (Divine Worship), Daily: 8.30am Adoration, 
9am Mass, 5.30pm Evening Prayer. ContaCt: 
Fr Rob Page: 020 8550 4540 - vianney.clayhall@
btinternet.com

LOndOn SOuTH  Most Precious 
Blood, O’Meara Street, The Borough, London 
SE1 1TE  Mass: Sunday: 9.30am, 11am; Tues-
Fri 12.35pm, Thur (term time) 6.30pm (Divine 
Worship); Sat 10am (Divine Worship); Holy 
Days: 6.30pm (Divine Worship); Evensong: 
Thur 6pm (term time); Confessions: Tues-Fri 12 
noon  ContaCt: Fr Christopher Pearson 0207 
407 3951 - parish@preciousblood.org.uk - www.
preciousblood.org.uk

LOndOn WALTHAMSTOW Christ the 
King, 455 Chingford Road, Chingford, E4 8SP  Mass: 
Sunday: 11am  ContaCt: Fr David Waller: 020 8527 
4519 - walthamstow.south@ordinariate.org.uk

MAIdSTOnE  St Mary, Nettlestead, Maidstone 
ME18 5HA  Mass: Sunday 9.30am. ContaCt: Fr 
Alastair Ferguson: 01892 838230 - 07887 925356 
alastair.ferguson@ordinariate.org.uk

MAnCHESTER St Margaret Mary, St Margaret’s 
Road, New Moston M40 0JE  Mass: Sunday: 10.30am 
(Divine Worship) Mass during the week: please 
check the Sunday notices on the website  ContaCt: 
Fr Andrew Starkie: 0161 681 1651  - manchester@
ordinariate.org.uk - www.ordinariatemcr.com

nORTHAMPTOn Our Lady of the Sacred 
Heart, 82 Knox Road, Wellingborough NN8 1JA  
Mass: First Saturday of the month: 6pm (Sung Mass) 
ContaCt: Mgr John Broadhurst: 01933 674614  - 
frjohnbroadhurst@btinternet.com

OxfORd Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford 
OX1 4LD Mass: Saturday (of Sunday) 5pm (Divine 
Worship), Sunday 11.15pm, Wed 9am, Thu 7.30pm 
(Divine Worship), 8pm Adoration & Confessions, 
9.40pm Compline and Benediction, Fri 12.30pm 
(Latin), Sat 9am  ContaCt: Fr Daniel Lloyd: 01865 
437066 - daniel.lloyd@ordinariate.org.uk

PLyMOuTH St Edward the Confessor, Home 
Park Avenue, Peverell, Plymouth PL3 4PG  Mass: Sunday 
11.30pm, Fri 12 noon (both Divine Worship) ContaCt: 
Fr Ian Hellyer: 01752 600054 - ian@hellyer.org

RAMSgATE Shrine of St Augustine, St 
Augustine’s Road CT11 9PA  Mass: Sunday 5pm 
(Divine Worship), followed by refreshments 
ContaCt: Fr Simon Heans: 07305317642 - office@
augustineshrine.co.uk 

PORTSMOuTH St Agatha, Cascades Approach, 
Portsmouth PO1 4RJ Mass: Sunday 11am (Solemn), 
Mon, Fri (Requiem) and Sat 11am ContaCt: info@
stagathaschurch.co.uk - www.stagathaschurch.co.uk

REAdIng St James, Abbey Ruins, Forbury Road, 
Reading, Berkshire RG1 3HW (next to old Reading Gaol)  
Mass: Sunday: 9.15am.  ContaCt: Fr David Elliott: 
07973 241424 - reading@ordinariate.org.uk

SALISBuRy St Osmund, Exeter Street, 
Salisbury SP1 2SF   Mass: Sunday: 12 noon, 
Wed: 7pm. ContaCt: Fr Jonathan Creer: 07724 
896579 - jonathan.creer@hotmail.co.uk - www.
salisburycatholics.org/ordinariate

SOuTHEnd St Peter’s Eastwood, 59 Eastwood 
Road North, Leigh on Sea SS9 4BX Mass: Sunday: 
9am, 10.30am, Mon 7pm, Tues, Wed, Fri 9.30am, Thur 
11am, Sat 10am (Divine Worship) and 5.30pm (Vigil) 
ContaCt: Fr Jeffrey Woolnough (Group Pastor): 
01702 525323, 07956 801381 - fatherjeffw@gmail.
com, Fr Bob White: 01268 543910 - pilgrimclub@
waitrose.com, Dcn Richard Cerson: 07910 388795 
- rcerson@gmail.com  - www.stpetereastwood.org - 
www.jeffwoolnougholw.blogspot.co.uk

TORBAy The Parish of Our Lady of 
Walsingham with St Cuthbert Mayne, Torquay 
TQ2 6HJ Mass: Tues-Fri: 7.50am, Sat, Sun: 9am  
Mass: Sunday: 10am, Mon: 12 noon, Tues: 6.30pm,  
Wed-Sat: 10am, Solemnities 7pm (All masses are 
streamed except on Monday)  PaRIsH PRIEst: Fr 
David Lashbrooke: 01803 329703 or 07847222030 - 
lashy@me.com -  www.ourladytofwalsingham.online 
for up to date information and for streaming.

WALSIngHAM The Annunciation, Friday 
Market, Walsingham NR22 6AL  Mass: 1st Sunday: 
2pm (Nov-Mar), 3pm (Apr-Oct) (Divine Worship), 
2nd Sun: Evens and Benediction, 4pm at Our Lady 
of Pity, Swaffham  ContaCt: Fr Gordon Adam: 
01553 777428 - gordonadam1962@btinternet.com Dcn 
Shaun Morrison: 07880 600094 - shaunmorrison1975@
btinternet.com Ø
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SCOTLAnd  -   www.ordinariate.scot
ABERdEEn University Catholic Chaplaincy, 
Elphinstone House, 7 High St, Aberdeen AB24 3EE  
Mass: Saturday before 2nd Sunday: 12 noon (Divine 
Worship) ContaCt: Fr Len Black: 01463 235597 - 
fr.len@ordinariate.scot

EdInBuRgH St Columba, 9 Upper Gray St, 
Edinburgh EH9 1SN  Mass: 2nd Sunday: 11.30am 
(Divine Worship) ContaCt: Fr Len Black: 01463 
235597 - fr.len@ordinariate.scot

InvERnESS Royal Northern Infirmary 
Chapel, Ness Walk, Inverness IV3 5SF  Mass: Sunday: 
11am (Divine Worship) Oratory of St Joseph, 49 
Laurel Avenue, Inverness IV3 5RR  Mass: Tues, Wed, 
Thur, Fri, Sat and Feast Days 11.15am (all Divine 
Worship) - please check times at: www.ordinariate.
scot  ContaCt: Fr Len Black: 01463 235597 - fr.len@
ordinariate.scot

WHITHORn  St Martin and St Ninian, George 
Street, Whithorn DG8 8PZ  Mass: Wed 10.30am 
(Divine Worship); Stonehouse Mill, Sorbie DG8 
8AN Mass: First Sunday 11am (Divine Worship) 
(contact Fr Simon for directions), ContaCt: Fr Simon 
Beveridge: 01988 850786 - whithorn@ordinariate.scot

nAIRn  St Mary, 7 Academy Street, Nairn IV12 
4RJ Mass: 1st Mon 10am (Divine Worship) 
ContaCt: Fr Cameron Macdonald: 01667 453867 - 
nairn@ordinariate.scot

WALES: SOuTH EAST Ss Basil & Gwladys, 
Tregwilym Road, Rogerstone, Newport NP10 9DW  
Mass: Sunday: 11am (Divine Worship)  ContaCt: 
Fr Bernard Sixtus: 02920 362599 or 07720 272137 - 
wales@ordinariate.org.uk - www.ordinariate.org.uk/
groups/wales-se.php

w ww.ordinariate.org.uk

VISIT

The Ordinary’s Diary   –   November 2022
The Ordinary:  

The Rt Revd Mgr Keith Newton 
The Presbytery, 24 Golden Square, London W1F 9JR         Tel: 020 7440 5750

Email: keith.newton@ordinariate.org.uk         Website:  www.ordinariate.org.uk

8th-10th Ordinariate Clergy Pilgrimage to the Shrine of Our Lady of 
Walsingham

13th 10.30am Solemn Mass, Our Lady of the Assumption, Warwick Street, 
London W1B 5LZ

13th – 17th Bishops’ Conference Plenary, Hinsley Hall Conference Centre, 
Leeds

19th 12noon  Diaconal Ordination, Clifton Cathedral, Bristol BS8 3BX

22nd -23rd Catholic-Methodist Dialogue, Wistaston Hall Retreat Centre’ 
near Crewe.

24th 1.30pm  Ordinariate Co-ordinators’ Meeting, 24 Golden Square, 
London W1F 9JR

26th  Mass, Baptism and Confirmation, Chichester Mission, St 
Richard’s Chichester PO19 1XB
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Fr Michael Halsall writes:

“The Son of Man 
came not to be 
served, but to 
serve…” (St Mark 10:45) 

THIS MOnTH we are seeking to promote vocations to the Permanent Diaconate within the 
Ordinariate. From the very earliest days of the church, deacons held a special place in the Christian 

Community, set apart along with bishops and priests for a special role modelled on that of Christ himself. 

‘Deacon’ comes from the Greek word diakonos, which 
means a servant or helper. In particular, deacons came 
to be considered helpers of the bishop, responsible 
for the community’s day to day material and spiritual 
well-being, as well as having a distinct liturgical role.

Since the Second Vatican Council the Latin Church 
has restored the diaconate “as a proper and permanent 
rank of the hierarchy”, while the Churches of the East 
had always maintained it. 

This permanent diaconate, which can be conferred 
on married or single men (age 35+), constitutes an 
important enrichment for the Church’s mission. 

Indeed, it is appropriate and useful that men who 
carry out a truly diaconal ministry in the Church, 
whether in its liturgical and pastoral life, or whether in 
its social and charitable works, should 

“be strengthened by the imposition of hands 
which has come down from the apostles. They 
would be more closely bound to the altar and 
their ministry would be made more fruitful 
through the sacramental grace of the diaconate” 
(Catechism of the Catholic Church para 1571).

Those studying for the priesthood are ordained 
deacon as a step towards the priesthood (transitional 
deacons). Those ordained as permanent deacons 
have a ministry in today’s Church that is far reaching. 
Working under their bishop and alongside the parish 
priest, they serve the Church through the celebration of 
baptism and marriage, by preaching, and by reaching 
out and helping the most vulnerable members of the 
community. Further details may be found at  www.
diaconate.org.uk.

We are blessed to have a good number of men serving 
as deacons in our groups, and those who are enquiring 
as to the permanent diaconate. 

There  will be a  DEACONS DAY  on the  19th 
November at Warwick Street, London. This will begin 
at 10.30am with mass, followed by a talk on a key 
aspect of the diaconate by Deacon Richard Cerson. 

After lunch there will be an opportunity for serving 
deacons and enquirers to discuss the role of deacons 
in the Ordinariate, and how initial and ongoing 
formation may be improved. 

If you are a male member of the Ordinariate with 
questions about the diaconate, and would like to 
attend, then please contact either myself or Deacon 
Richard (rcerson@gmail.com  and  barrychalkley@
rcaos.org.uk).

Fr Halsall is the Vicar for Vocations and 
Formation, and lectures in Philosophy 

at Allen Hall Seminary
He may be contacted at

 frmichaelhalsall@gmail.com
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To Sanctify the World: 
the Living Legacy of Vatican II

 by George Weigel

Review by Fr Simon heans

gEORgE WEIgEL’S new book on the Second Vatican Council is about much more than the Council. 
Weigel has written a book which ranges widely over the philosophical, theological, liturgical, cultural and 

political landscape of modern Catholicism. It is therefore very difficult to review in the 1600 words our editor 
has given me, especially as I am working from a pre-publication electronic copy. But I have done my best.

The book is divided into 
three  parts.  The first (Why Vatican 
II was Necessary) examines the 
intellectual antecedents of the 
Council going back to the origins 
of modern secular thought in  the 
attack on metaphysics by Descartes 
and Kant on the one hand, and the 
origins of modern theology in the 
19th century  response to it by,  inter 
alia, Mohler and Scheeben on the 
other. As to the former, de Lubac’s The 
Drama of Atheistic Humanism  is 
Weigel’s main source. Taking that 
story forward, he argues that this 
drama was enacted as tragedy in The 
New Thirty Years War, the title of 
Weigel’s chapter on the period of 
the World Wars. Here he discusses what he calls the 
“deracination of culture” which “since politics is always 
downstream from culture leads to the deracination of 
politics.” Such is his description of the totalitarianisms 
of Left and Right which disfigured the politics of the 
last century. Regarding the theological sources of the 
Council, his decision to seek them in the nineteenth 
rather than exclusively the twentieth century which is 
the more common approach is an interesting move. 
It means that the Pius IX and Leo XIII are given their 
due as progenitors of the Council. Weigel finds this 
expressed in the position of the right hand and right 
foot of Leo’s statue above his tomb at the Vatican. 
He speculates that the foot which is thrust forward 
symbolises the Church’s movement towards the world 
while the extension of the hand is “as if to say ‘We 
have something to talk about. We have a proposal 
to  make.’”  However, the focus of Weigel’s exercise 
in historical theology is not popes but theologians: 
Mohler, Rosmini, Scheeben and Bishop Ketteler (the 
father of the Church’s social doctrine which was to be 
prominent at the Council). St John Henry also gets into 
the frame with his 1873 sermon to the seminarians of 
St Bernard’s, Olton, in which he predicted so accurately 

the situation of the Church today 
facing for the first time in her 
history “a world simply irreligious.”

Weigel concludes Part 1 of  To 
Sanctify  with a discussion of the 
theological themes of the last 
century which fed into the concerns 
of the Council. These are listed 
by him as the interpretation of 
Scripture, the nature of the Church 
and ecumenism, the papacy, the 
relationship of the Church to the 
Jewish people, and liturgical issues. 
Here he answers the question he 
poses at the head of Part I about 
why the Council was necessary with 
another question: “If the Church 

was the living presence of Christ in the world, how was 
it to be that, ad intra (internally) and ad extra (beyond 
itself) in terms of mission, evangelisation and service?”

This question sets the scene for the second Part 
entitled  What Vatican II Really Taught. He prefaces 
his discussion of the fifteen documents of the Council 
by highlighting the Apostolic Letter  Gaudet Mater 
Ecclesia which John XXIII composed as a guide to the 
Council’s deliberations. Weigel draws our attention 
to the emerging split between the conservatives at 
the Curia, Ottaviani and Ruffini, who wanted a brief 
Council of a few weeks because they feared that the 
Modernism condemned by Pius X would resurface and 
unduly influence its deliberations. They also wanted to 
see a Council which would condemn the errors of the 
modern world, political and philosophical, as well as 
theological. But, as Weigel shows, John XXIII did not 
agree and said so in Gaudet asking that the Council 
should use “the medicine of mercy rather than the 
weapons of severity.”

Weigel does an excellent job in expounding the 
meaning of the documents of the Council. He begins 
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with  Dei Verbum  and shows how it addresses the 
relationship between Scripture and Tradition as both 
having as their source God, and the two ways in which 
he communicates with humankind. Chapter II deals 
with the ecclesiological teaching of the Council. Here 
Weigel shows how De Ecclesia,  the draft prepared by 
the Curial commission, became Lumen Gentium. The 
former, says Weigel, presented the Church in juridical 
terms, whereas the latter proposes a sacramental 
understanding as Christ’s Mystical Body. Here he makes 
the interesting observation that 19th century theology 
had created an alternative tradition to the conservative 
idea of the Church. Another interesting point he makes 
with the help of Fr Aidan Nichols’ Conciliar Quartet, 
which is frequently quoted, is that the term “People 
of God” in Lumen Gentium does not refer only to the 
laity but includes the clergy as well.

The next chapter is devoted to  Sacrosanctum 
Concilium, the Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy. 
Weigel identifies the premise of the document which is 
that since human beings are “theotropic creatures” they 
are “always going to worship something”; thus the task 
of the Church is to bring humankind “to worship the 
One who is alone worthy of worship.” Weigel points 
out that Sacrosanctum was uncontroversial in contrast 
to what has happened after the Council. He traces this 
to the similarities between it and Pius XII’s encyclical 
on the liturgy  Mediator Dei. Commenting on the 
eschatological dimension of  Sacrosanctum  he offers 
this insight: “The liturgy does not take the Church out 
of the world. Rather it gives us an experience of the 
amplitude within which this world exists.”

I have been able to give only  the barest glimpse of 
the richness of exposition in these chapters and were 
I to attempt to summarise Weigel’s commentary on, 
for example,  Gaudium et Spes  or the documents on 
priestly life, I would exceed my word limit before 
getting to Part 3 of  To Sanctify  which I think is the 
most interesting of the three  parts. It is entitled  The 
Keys to Vatican II.

The section begins with a chapter called Maritain’s 
Lament  which is about Jacques Maritain’s 1966 
book  The Peasant of the Garonne: An Old Layman 
Questions Himself about the Present Time. Weigel quotes 
Maritain’s verdict on the Council’s work. He perceived 
(the italics are in Maritain’s text), “a kind of kneeling 
before the world. a complete  temporalisation  of 
Christianity in which there is no kingdom of God 
distinct from the world.” These words are astonishing 
in view of Pope Paul’s intellectual indebtedness to 
Maritain who called him “my maestro”, and his close 
involvement in the drafting of a number of Council 
texts, especially those on religious freedom and the 

relationship of the Church to Judaism. Weigel reports 
that Pope Paul found Maritain’s opinions “a bit too 
sombre”, as well he might, but Weigel recognises the 
prescience of The Peasant of the Garonne. Commenting 
on the crisis that lay behind the summoning of the 
Extraordinary Synod of 1985, Weigel rehearses the 
familiar catalogue of woes: “vast defections from 
the priesthood and consecrated religious life, open 
disdain for papal teaching from theologians and some 
bishops, and a rapid dissolution of Catholic practice at 
the grass roots.”

So why did the Council have these disastrous 
results rather than bringing about the renewal of the 
Church which the Council Fathers clearly hoped 
for, indeed expected? Weigel answers by referring 
to what he considers to be its unique status among 
Councils of the Church: “it wrote no creed, defined 
no doctrines, anathematised no heresies, legislated no 
canons and commissioned no catechism.” It was thus 
a “Council without Keys”. However, as Weigel argues, 
they became available during the pontificates of John 
Paul and Benedict. For  Weigel,  the most significant 
consequence of the Extraordinary Synod was Pope John 
Paul’s decision to put Cardinal Ratzinger in charge of 
producing a new catechism. Weigel calls the Catechism 
of the Catholic Church (1994) “the master key to the 
proper Christocentric and evangelical interpretation 
of the Council”. He continues: “At the end of two 
millennia….the Catholic Church could humbly but 
confidently say to the world through the Catechism: 
‘Here is what we believe; here is how we worship; this 
is what we think makes for righteous living; and this is 
how we pray.’” And we in the Ordinariate must agree: 
the Catechism is, after all, our doctrinal (as opposed 
to canonical) foundation document. However, Weigel’s 
claim at the end of Part 3 is surely premature: “the 
struggle for Vatican II that began at the Council itself 
has been essentially resolved, and the Council is being 
properly and fruitfully implemented.”

The oddest feature of Weigel’s otherwise 
impressive study is the omission of any discussion 
of  Francis’  pontificate. This matters because the 
present holder of the Keys of the Kingdom is using 
his own keys to Vatican II rather than those provided 
in the Wojtyla-Ratzinger era - and the hermeneutical 
outcomes across a whole range of issues, from 
marriage and sexuality through inter-faith and 
ecumenical relations to the liturgy, are rather different 
to those produced in the previous two pontificates. So 
Weigel’s book leaves me with two questions. Does the 
Council really show the way to sanctify the world, a 
world which, as St John Henry predicted in 1873, has 
become “simply irreligious”? Or did The Peasant of the 
Garonne get it right?
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Aid to the Church in Need

The genocide in 
Nigeria has to stop
Fionn Shiner reports

WHEn BISHOP Wilfred Anagbe of Makurdi addressed EU Parliamentarians, during a trip 
organised by Catholic charity Aid to the Church in Need (ACN), he merely repeated what many high-

ranking clerics have been saying for years: Nigeria’s Christians are being persecuted by Islamist militants. 
Many, including the Nigerian House of Representatives in 2018, consider the killings and mass displacement 
in the Middle Belt to constitute genocide. In Benue State, where Bishop Anagbe is based, he said war being 
waged against the faithful.

Bishop Anagbe  said,  “The 
attacks – particularly in Benue 
State – increasingly look like 
a jihad against Christians.” 
He added that the situation in 
Nigeria is “nothing short of a 
jihad clothed in many names: 
terrorism, kidnappings, killer 
herdsmen, banditry, other 
militia groups, etc.”

On Sunday 16th October, two 
motorcycle-riding assailants 
shot dead two people at the 
Celestial Church, in the Lokoja 
area of Kogi State, adding more 
emphasis to the warnings of 
Bishop Anagbe. The campaign 
of violence in Nigeria is well-
documented: in June, extremists opened fire at the end 
of a Mass at St Francis Xavier’s Church in Owo, Ondo 
state, and killed more than 40 parishioners. In 2022, in 
the Middle Belt alone, there are reports that over 3,000 
have been killed.

Against this backdrop, ACN is launching a petition, 
in concert with leading parliamentarian Baroness 
Cox, demanding that more is done to stop the ongoing 
attacks on Christians and others. Baroness Cox, who 
has visited Nigeria 20 times, said on the day the petition 
was launched, “I have seen for myself how numerous 
towns and villages have suffered not only massacres 
but also destruction of homes, schools, hospitals, 
clinics, churches, crops and theft of livestock.”

She  added,  “According to reliable estimates 13-
19,000 Christians have been murdered since July 
2009. We must stand with the survivors of these 

terrible atrocities and call on 
the UK government to do all 
it can to bring an end to these 
senseless and maniacal attacks. 
Not only should the Nigerian 
Government be required to 
bring the perpetrators of these 
horrific assaults to justice, 
but they must also fulfil their 
responsibilities to protect their 
citizens.”

The petition is a major part 
of ACN’s #RedWednesday 
campaign this year, an annual day 
to raise awareness of Christian 
persecution and other violations 
of religious freedom. In the 
week before #RedWednesday, 

the charity will also be launching  Persecuted and 
Forgotten? A report on Christians oppressed for their 
Faith 2020-22  which looks in detail at 24 countries 
where Christians are under attack.

ACN’s John Pontifex, who also spoke at the petition 
launch, summed up the feelings of Nigerian Christians: 
“They feel that the world has forgotten them as they 
suffer in silence.”

The hope is that this petition can demonstrate to 
Nigeria’s suffering faithful that there are those in the 
West who do care about their terrible plight.

To sign the petition please visit: 
www.acnuk.org/petition-2022/

Fionn Shiner is Parliamentary and Press Officer
 for Aid to the Church in Need - www.acnuk.org 

contact: acn@acnuk.org  or call 020 8642 8668

http://www.acnuk.org/petition-2022/
http://www.acnuk.org
mailto:acn%40acnuk.org?subject=
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A Treasure to be Shared
Understanding Anglicanorum coetibus, W. Oxley and U. Rhode, eds
The Catholic University of America Press, 2022. ISBN: 9780813235165

Reviewed by Fr Andrew Starkie

THE BOOK is a collection of conference papers, from a gathering held at the Gregorian University 
in Rome around the time of St John Henry Newman’s canonisation, and its original purpose was 

chiefly to inform canon law professors and students there about the canonical and ecclesial significance of 
Anglicanorum coetibus. 

The welcoming address from 
the Cardinal Prefect of the 
Congregation of the Doctrine of 
the Faith, Cardinal Luis Ladaria, 
SJ, prefaces four papers: from 
Archbishop Augustine Di Noia, 
OP, on the immediate historical 
context of Anglicanorum coetibus; 
from Gianfranco Ghirlanda, SJ, 
on canon law; from Hans-Jürgen 
Feulner on the liturgical perspective 
of the Ordinariates; and from Mgr 
Mark Langham on the ecumenical 
significance of the Ordinariates. 

Di Noia locates the origins of 
Anglicanorum coetibus  in the 
ARCIC dialogues, and sees it as 
one of the goals towards which they were directed. 
Significantly, he notes (p. 12) that the reception of 
Eamon Duffy’s The Stripping of the Altars (1995) 
gave the coup de grace to any gradualist, ecclesially-
driven reading of the English Reformation—thus 
pulling the rug from under Anglo-Catholic claims to 
continuity. Another significant development was of 
course the departure of the Church of England and the 
Anglican Communion, together with many historic 
Protestantism denominations, from previously 
received understandings of ‘Christian anthropology 
and moral theology’—hence, the innovations of 
women priests and same-sex ‘marriage’, and the 
emergence of ‘confessing movements’ of those resisting 
these secularising trends. 

Ghirlanda’s work follows on from this, for it is not so 
much a treatise of canon law, as a forensic examination 
of the genesis of Anglicanorum coetibus , as it was 
hatched in the CDF, under the protective watch of Pope 
Benedict XVI. Of particular interest is his insistence 
that the CDF deliberately provided for an Ordinary 
governing an Ordinariate who had an authority which 
was not ‘cumulative’ with that of the local (Diocesan) 
ordinary. This was done in order to ensure that the 

ecumenical goal of Anglican 
communities being ‘united but 
not absorbed’ was fulfilled. This 
was insisted upon, despite the 
objections of various bodies and 
individuals. The explicit statement 
in Anglicanorum coetibus  that 
‘each Ordinariate… is juridically 
comparable to a Diocese’ has not 
stopped various hostile canonists 
and commentators trying to reject 
this interpretation. There are 
also some illuminating historical 
details. Far from the Archbishops 
of Westminster and Canterbury 
being kept in the dark about 
Anglicanorum coetibus  until it 
was completed (as was alleged 

by those hostile to it), in fact the Archbishop of 
Canterbury ‘had been appraised of the situation at 
the very start of the process’ and the Archbishop of 
Westminster had ‘himself participated in the meetings 
of the Special Commission’ from December 2008 and 
‘was very much involved at least for a year’ (pp 81-82). 

Feulner’s paper is thorough if a little dry. Its main 
point is that the Anglican liturgical patrimony is 
genuinely and carefully curated into communion with 
the Catholic Church through the Ordinariates, in a 
move of authentic ecumenism. 

The late Mgr Langham’s paper also emphasises the 
genuinely ecumenical character of the Ordinariates. 
Anglicanorum coetibus is not the enthusiastic 
ecumenism of the 1960s, or the disenchanted live-
and-let-live ecumenism which followed, but is a 
grown-up ecumenism, which has looked seriously at 
the real issues and difficulties and found a concrete 
and thought-through way to the ‘worthy patrimony’ 
being united but not absorbed. 

This would be a useful book for anyone still finding it 
difficult to distinguish between unity and uniformity.
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Newman and God’s Gaze
Fr Peter Conley

THE “BREATH and pulse of the spiritual life” were, for Newman, prayer and reflection. (Blehl, The 
White Stone, p137). Influenced by the thought of St Ignatius of Loyola, St John Henry taught that every 

Christian is called by Jesus to find him in the ordinary events of each day. Newman emphasised that these, 
as they unfold, always lead us, gradually, to meet the gaze of a loving God - who longs for this encounter. 
Newman explains such providential care:

God knows what 
is my greatest 
happiness, but I do 
not. There is no rule 
about what is happy 
and good; what 
suits one would not 
suit another. And 
the ways by which 
perfection is reached 
vary very much; the 
medicines necessary 
for our souls are 
very different from 
each other. Thus God 
leads us by strange 
ways; we know He 
wills our happiness 
but we neither know 
what our happiness 
is, nor the way. We 
are blind; left to ourselves we should take the 
wrong way; we must leave it to Him… O my 
God I will put myself without reserve into Thy 
hands. Wealth or woe, joy or sorrow, friends 
or bereavement, honour or humiliation, good 
report or ill report, comfort or discomfort, Thy 
presence or the hiding of Thy countenance, all 
is good if it comes from Thee. Thou are Wisdom 
and Thou art love – what can I desire more? 

(Meditations and Devotions).

José Morales describes Newman’s practical approach 
to seeking God’s face as: 

“full of common sense, Newman lived with his 
mind in heaven but his feet on the ground.” 

(Ideal of Holiness, p149.)

Newman is eager for his hearers and readers to 
anticipate their final union with God.

“The more numerous are our acts of charity, 
self-denial, forbearance, of course the more 

will our minds 
be schooled into 
a charitable, self-
denying temper. The 
more frequently our 
prayers, the more 
humble, patient and 
religious are our 
daily deeds, this 
communion with 
God, these holy 
works, will be the 
means of making our 
hearts holy, and of 
preparing us for the 
future presence of 
God. Outward acts, 
done on principle, 
create inward habits. 
I repeat, the separate 
acts of obedience to 

the will of God, good works as they are called, are 
of service to us, as gradually severing us from the 
world of sense, and impressing our hearts with a 
heavenly character.” 

(Parochial and Plain Sermons, Vol 1, 1).

In 1884, writing to William Henry Goodman, after 
a life-time of pastoral experience as an Anglican 
Clergyman and Catholic priest, Newman emphasises 
the role that imagination plays in discipleship, echoing 
his interest in Ignatian contemplation:

You ask me for a ‘secret’. The secret is prayer. 
‘Ask (for true first principles) and it shall be given 
you; seek and you shall find.’ It is a slow process. 
The same scene looks very different when viewed 
from various standpoints. Pray God to give the 
true standpoint. 

(Letters and Diaries XXX, p.390).

Newman’s step by step method reveals, more and 
more, the vision of God in this world we will behold 
completely in the next.
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The Personal Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham 

in the North and Midlands 
 

COME, LORD JESUS! 

 
Saturday 3rd December 2022 

 

           12noon Mass (Divine Worship) (Advent Ember Day) 

            Lunch (provided) & social time 

            4pm Service of Advent Carols  
                     & Readings by candlelight 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                    The Precious Blood & All Souls 
                                               Coventry CV5 8DX 
                        For more information contact Fr Paul Burch  
                          at allsoulscov@gmail.com or 07557344682 



  November 2022 Page 24RTALTHE P

You can help restore 
the monastery of San 
Benedetto in Monte -  
the birthplace of Saint 
Benedict himself - 
by purchasing the 
exceptional beer  
brewed by the monks.

Enjoy these beers as you celebrate feast days 
or with a gathering of friends knowing you 
are supporting the ongoing establishment of a 
spiritual oasis built to last a thousand years. 

Birra Nursia flows from the deep brewing heritage 
of western monasticism. Originally crafted to suit 
the rich culinary traditions of Umbria it is best 
enjoyed alongside delicious meats, cheeses and 
mushroom infused dishes. 

Find out more about the beers and the monastery 
at www.monasticorder.co.uk where Birra Nursia 
is now available for the first time in the UK.

Please drink wisely, exercising the virtue that Saint Benedict would have encouraged.


