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Portal Comment
Catholic Bible Reading
Will Burton recommends ‘Bible Alive’

One of

the things that impresses me about Catholics is their devotion and prayer each and every day.
Catholics tend not to be Christian on Sundays and indistinguishable from the rest of the population for
the reminder of the week. This is a gross generalisation, I know that. But it is, I believe, generally true. I do
not intend to demean Christians of other denominations, merely to mention my observations of Catholics.
Far more Catholics attend, or assist, as I prefer to
say, Mass every day, than one would expect. I have
been pleasantly surprised at the numbers at Mass on
weekdays. It is impressive and shows a devotion to the
Faith that is infectious. We Catholics are then, good
at church attendance, even allowing for the drop in
numbers following the Covid lockdown.

somewhere you may be alone. I cross myself, say the
Angelus and the Veni Creator, before reading one of
the passages to be used at Mass that day. Then I spend,
some time meditating upon that passage. It may be five,
or ten or fifteen minutes. This is followed by reading
the short passage in a magazine called ‘Bible Alive’.
Then I pray for all those people placed upon my heart.

‘Bible Alive’ is produced just for this purpose. There
Hindsight is a wonderful thing, but it was surely a
mistake to close churches during the pandemic, whist are short articles, but I find them less useful than the
pages that deal with the Bible reading at mass. One
supermarkets remained open?
page per day. You read the Bible passage, then after a
Of course, it allowed innovation with Zoom Church, few minutes, read the meditation found there. I have
and even telephone church! Good though that was to used ‘Bible Alive’ now for many years. It is a Catholic
sustain us through the crisis, and good though it is publication produced in Stoke on Trent, and it is not
that those who are physically unable to assist at mass expensive. One-year costs £29.99, two £54.99, and
by actually being present, can at least attend via Zoom, three years £75.99. They arrive through the post in
yet it will always be second best and not the real thing. good time. I highly recommend ‘Bible Alive’.
However, alongside this goes our personal, private,
daily prayer. This is equally important. I mention
my own practice, not to boast, but to show what is
possible. I rise in the morning, shower, get dressed and
immediately go to my study. OK, I am lucky to have a
study, many do not have such a place, I know. But find

To contact ‘Bible Alive’ go to alivepublishing.
co.uk, or write to Alive Publishing Limited, Graphic
House, 124 City Road, Stoke on Trent, ST4 2PH. Their
telephone number is 01782 745 600. If you are not sure
they will suit you, they do a free trial as well. Happy
Bible Reading.

Holy See issues statement on German “Synodal Path”

“

In order to protect the freedom of the People of God and the exercise of the episcopal ministry, it

seems necessary to clarify that the ‘Synodal Path’ in Germany does not have the faculty to oblige bishops
and the faithful to assume new forms of governance and new approaches to doctrine and morals. It would
not be lawful to initiate in the dioceses, prior to an agreed understanding at the level of the universal Church,
new official structures or doctrines, which would represent a wound to ecclesial communion and a threat to
the unity of the Church.”
The statement goes on to cite the words of Pope
Francis contained in his Letter to the Pilgrim People
of God in Germany, “the universal Church lives in
and of the particular Churches, just as the particular
Churches live and flourish in and from the universal
Church. If they find themselves separated from the
entire ecclesial body, they weaken, rot and die. Hence
the need always to ensure that communion with the

whole body of the Church.”
“Therefore,” the statement concludes, “it is hoped that
the proposals of the path of the Particular Churches
in Germany will converge into the synodal path being
taken by the universal Church, for mutual enrichment
and a witness to that unity by which the body of the
Church manifests its fidelity to Christ the Lord.”

THE P

RTAL

August 2022

Joanna Bogle

Odd

Auntie Jo a n

Ecumenical
Implications

Page 4

how old images of established groups and
organisations linger long after the reality has changed. People
still like to think of typical policeman as a the “bobby on the beat”
with his buttoned uniform and old-style helmet, even though they
see police swathed in anti-stab padding topped with a baseball cap
and carrying heavy weaponry.
The words “Church of Scotland”
generally conjure up notions of
stalwart adherence to long-held moral
beliefs and principles expressed in
unambiguous terms: the reality is that
its General Assembly this summer
voted for same-sex marriage.
The arguments put forward in
favour of this innovation do not
appear to have been rooted in
theology to any great degree: the
reported discussions seem to
have focused on personal wishes
and feelings. One clergyman spoke
about how his male husband “nurtures
my life and my ministry” and another
of the strong wish of some same-sex couples for church
ceremonies.
The General Assembly’s decision comes as no
surprise as it is all part of a general trend in Britain
and in the West generally. The Episcopal Church of
Scotland voted for same-sex marriage in 2017. The
Methodists have also accepted it.
At one level, the Kirk’s decision will not affect
many people: 7 per cent of Scots attend its services,
according to the 2016 Scottish Church Census, and
the trend is downwards. But at another level, it makes
things difficult – ecumenical talks in any really useful
sense have now stalled, and the goodwill built up since
the middle years of the 20th century will gently fade
along with the dwindling congregations.
Bluntly, the Catholic Church has other priorities
and apart from continuing to be as cheerfully friendly
as possible, there is not much that can be done that
involves contacts with the CofS.

na

wri tes

Which brings me to the general point
about ecumenical activity in Britain.
I chair a small but useful project
which brings together Christians from
Evangelical and Catholic backgrounds.
We work together well and are currently
busy as things revive following the
frustrating crushing of activities
during the Coronavirus lockdowns
and aftermath. But in all honesty, it is
not remotely the same as it was a few
decades ago.
The Catholic Church still stands
firm - and of course always will - on
marriage, on the protection of unborn
children, on the understanding of the
meaning and purpose of God’s plan in creating us
male and female, and more. But other denominations
don’t – and so joint projects at any official level are not
possible.
There is still a future for good work. But it would
now be pointless to invite some formal figure from
the Church of Scotland to speak at any conference
promoting the Christian teaching on marriage. He
simply wouldn’t be able to speak with any authority.
An opportunity for united Christian witness has
closed. There is something rather sad about that.
You are invited to join the

Rosary Fellowship
For full details and an application form
please contact Barry Barnes at:
rosaryfellowship@yahoo.com
01328 853015
Please could clergy bring this initiative to the attention of any of
your people who do not have access to this publication

RTAL
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Paul Simon & Genesis
Snapdragon asks:
Paul Simon leads to Genesis,
or is it Genesis that leads to Paul Simon?

In the

first parish I worked in there was a member of that post-war generation which
seemed to have had French existentialism drip-fed into them at grammar school, who was
always going on about “the human condition.”

This lady was a Simon and
Garfunkel loyalist, and in the mideighties she told me that Paul Simon
had excelled himself with a song
called “Graceland,” which summed
up the afore-mentioned human condition perfectly.

the collapse of human glory, it doesn’t do the same
to divine glory, just so Paul shows us that though it’s
too late (we’ve all missed the bus!), divine glory, which
desires us and seeks us, finds a way to give us the
faithfulness we lost.

Accidentally or not - and I don’t think it is - I reckon
that was in fact a fair take on Simon’s words and music.
Bigger and more authoritative windows into the
human condition are provided by scripture - sharper
and more comprehensive views, of course, but the
metaphor of Paul Simon’s song is not so different from
them.

The loss, confusion, and desolation, “the nails, the
spitting, vinegar and spear and reed,” failed at Calvary
to deflect the glory of divine faithfulness, and its failure
allowed divine glory to restore glory to all humanity in
Jesus Christ - for “of his fullness have we all received”;
and “as in Adam all die even so in Christ shall all be
made alive”; and “Christ in you (plural), the hope of
glory”.

God does this in his own faithful self, the body of
It always brought her out in tears, apparently: as Christ, who is divine faithfulness made flesh, inserted
she told me, the song wasn’t just a memory of a trip into the path of the torrent of detritus and death that
to Elvis’ mansion - it was a metaphor that echoed her writhes across the face of creation, and allowing the
own experience of being accepted by God, an insight cavalcade of faithlessness no triumph, even at the cost
of his own death.
into the human condition and the promise of grace.

His lyrics are shot through with loss, confusion, and
desolation, and its concern is with an (unspecified)
hope of grace; not a long way from what’s presented
to us by what can claim to be high-grade “human
condition” texts: the second story of Genesis (Genesis
2:4-3:24, “Creation and Fall”), and what might well be
called the pivot of Paul’s Letter to the Romans, All have
sinned and fall short of the glory of God.
What makes them both about the human
condition is, paradoxically, that they are about God’s
glory - its loss and its gain. In Genesis, God creates
the world gloriously, and it’s a glorious world, built
with faithfulness, as a home for faithfulness: and
it gets twisted by untruth and faithlessness, and
brought down - thud, thud, thud - into exile, with
no going back.
This loss of the divine glory is the human condition,
and Paul puts it to his reader just as nakedly as Genesis
depicts it dramatically: no-one’s got a hold on God’s
glory, because no-one’s got faithfulness. But just as
Genesis shows us that although faithlessness brings

The faithless, inglorious, and unrighteous human
condition is given, from the cross and grave, the
faithfulness, glory, and righteousness of God, made
human in the very body of Christ, from which sprang
in blood and water the double helix of his own
new body the Church; Christ, raised from the dead
precisely to be the giver of faith, the demonstration
and bringer of the righteousness, Christ crucified and
risen, made available to us in the sacrament of his
body and blood.
The human condition is (qua Genesis) that we are
flung down by sin (dejectus in peccatum, Aquinas,
Sent.II.D29.A5); but it is also (qua St Paul, and also
possibly qua Paul Simon, Graceland, Warner 1986)
that however many and diverse our shortcomings
may be, we may all go “bouncing into Graceland,”
impelled by the power of the infinitely flexible rubber
bung inserted into the flow of human events by the
divine, that is, Jesus, the Word made Flesh, crucified
and risen.
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Open the Book
Fr Matthew Pittam

For a

number of years, a group of local Christians have led a fortnightly activity
for local primary school children in the village hall at Husbands Bosworth. This
event is called Open the Book and is part of a scheme run by The Bible Society. Open
the Book offers primary school children an opportunity to hear key Bible stories told
by a team of Christians, who present the stories during assemblies or as stand-alone events, such as in
Husbands Bosworth.

Each presentation takes around
10–15 minutes. It is a three-year
rolling programme. So, every
other Thursday, children come
from the local village school
and take part in this interactive
engagement in the bible. The
sessions are narrated by one of
the volunteers and others assist
in dramatising the story.
Children have an opportunity
to take part and dress up in the
costumes provided and members of the local churches
use the scripts and resources which are provided to
bring the bible alive. Before each session there is a
meeting and rehearsal, but the well planned resources
provided mean that much of the work has already
been done and over the years our local group has
accumulated an array of props and costume which
now cover the whole of the three-year programme.
Once the particular story has been told for that week
there is a short act of worship involving prayers and
songs before the children and their teachers return to
school.

The Bible Society assists groups in developing and
are keen for more schools to be covered. On their
website there is a map of schools where this currently
takes place but there are many more where groups
could be launched and therefore present us with a
great opportunity.
There is an array of online training resources to help
in the establishment of new groups and staff at The
Bible Society can give advice if needed.

The Ordinariate is now well established in our village
and we have now begun to take part in these sessions
alongside other Christians in the local area and it is
As a result of this, many children have encountered hoped that St Mary’s will become a key partner as the
stories from the Bible for the first time. Open the group continues to undertake this important work of
Book began in Bedford in 1999, and the popularity evangelisation.
of the programme has been proven over the years as
It has certainly been a joy to be part of this for
it continues to launch in more schools every month.
Since the 1970s, there has been a decline in Bible the last term. It has also given us the opportunity to
teaching in schools. This means children are missing develop relationships with other Christians in the
out on the story that has played such a foundational area and also with the school, which is key part of
village life. Engagement with scripture is surely part
role in British culture.
of our heritage as members of the Ordinariate and
Open the Book was developed by The Bible Society this is a great way to share this treasure with the next
in response to this as a simple, engaging way to offer generation.
Bible stories – and the grand picture of the Scriptures –
It is also a fun thing to be involved in and the
back into school life. It gives children the opportunity
to discover the wonder and wisdom of the Bible for volunteers seem to enjoy it as much as the children
do!
themselves.
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Ordinariate
Northern Festival
Jackie Ottaway and Ronald Crane were at
St Margaret Mary, New Moston, Manchester

I

t was the initiative of the Dean of the northern part

of England for the Ordinariate, Father Andrew Starkie.
Following on from the hugely successful event in Torquay
recently, it was a brilliant idea that the Northern Deanery
get together for a celebration.

Dan from Sheffield

Camilleri from Darlington

As it turned out there were as many in Manchester as
there were at Torquay. Ordinariate members arrived from
Birmingham, Sheffield, York, Darlington, and Manchester
of course.
There was a gentle – time wise at any event – start to the
day. Solemn Mass of Our Lady of Walsingham began at
Noon. This allowed folk who were travelling a fair distance,
plenty of time to arrive on time without rush.
Mass began with what seems to have become the
Ordinariate anthem, the hymn “Thy hand, O God, has
guided Thy flock, from age to age”. Mass was sung to
Merbecke, so everyone was able to join in. To make this
even easier, the melody line was printed in the service sheet.

Local people read the scripture lessons beautifully, and
the serving team was superb, especially the two young
Catherine from Darlington acolytes. All was marshalled by the outstanding Master of
Ceremonies Fr Thomas Mason. Fr Starkie was assisted by
two deacons, The Revd Steve O’Connell and The Revd Carl
Watson.

Deacon Carl Watson

Eloy and Shiron

Our Episcopal Vicar of Evangelisation, Father Paul Burch, Marleen and Geraldine from Darlington
gave the homily. In it he drew on his own experience of
walking the Holy Mile at Walsingham, and saw the long
line of folk who have done the same. The text of his homily
will be found elsewhere in this edition of The Portal.
This mention of walking the ways to and from Susan, Janet and Bernie in the Kitchen
Walsingham, as well as between the Slipper Chapel and the
Village, was reflected in two of the hymns we sang.

Gerard from Manchester

Jos from Darlington

We sang: “Countless the Pilgrims whose footsteps have
echoed / Down through the years along Walsingham’s
Way, / Countless the prayers that thy children have offered; Andrew and Richard from Darlington
/ Mary of Walsingham, hear us, we pray.”
At the close of Mass we sang: “Hail Mary, ever blessed,
thy children still delight, / To tell aboard thy praises, thy Ø

Kevin and Elaine
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miracles, thy might. / Still pilgrim feet are treading,
along thy holy way, Hostess of England’s Nazareth,
receive us home today.”
Fr Andrew Starkie

Julie

Fr Paul Burch

Needless to say it was a beautiful mass; every mass is
that. But it was special, and many blessings were
received.
Mass over, we repaired to the Hall for a splendid
lunch. It was so splendid that many were heard
to remark, “We must do this again, if only for
the lunch!” Lunch was a leisurely affair, giving
time for social interaction, chat and the chance
to renew old friendships and make new ones.
Generous congratulations need to be extended to
those who provided such wonderful fare.

Gabrielle and Henry

In the afternoon, we once again assembled in
the church for Evensong and Benediction. It was a
beautiful and fitting end to a beautiful and fitting
day. We took lots of pictures of those present and
they are reproduced here. We cannot wait for the
next such event.

Two Davids from Manchester

Mary

Maureen from Darlington
Lunchtime

Mike from Everywhere

Rosalind

One of many Organists at S MM

Veronica and Bridget from Manchester

Tim

Valarie

Wayne

Fr Thomas Mason
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Steps to Walsingham
Homily given by Fr Paul Burch, our Episcopal Vicar
for Evangelisation, at the Northern Festival recently

F

rom the early days, the faithful have visited the and queen of England visited the shrine. In the early

holy places where Christianity began. Perhaps some 1500s King Henry VIII visited the Holy House of
of you here today have been fortunate enough to visit Walsingham more than once as a pilgrim. Tragically
the Holy Land and to walk in the footsteps of Our Lord. Henry’s subsequent break with the Holy See of Rome
and declaration of himself as the head of the English
Perhaps more of you have been to Rome. As Rome later Church led to the eventual confiscation and burning
became the centre of the Faith, Christians journeyed of the Holy House of Walsingham and the ruin of the
there, to the heart of Catholicism, to visit the tombs of magnificent priory church next to it.
the Apostles, Saints Peter and Paul. For the ordinary
But the gates of Hades would not prevail. After 400
pilgrim travel was difficult. No tour operators, no
flights, no guarantee of a safe return home. But people years of lying almost dormant, Walsingham sprang
to life again, and public devotion to Our Lady of
did it in great numbers and with great devotion.
Walsingham revived among both Catholics and
As churches and monasteries outside of the Holy Anglicans, so that, thank God, today Walsingham
Land and Rome became burial sites of confessors is once again a holy place of pilgrimage where the
and martyrs, the faithful began to make pilgrimages mystery of God-with-us is celebrated and proclaimed.
to holy sites closer to home. We are all familiar with
Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales, colourful stories of
As I’ve made pilgrimage to Walsingham over the
pilgrims headed for the shrine of St Thomas Becket, years, both as an Anglican and a Catholic, and walked
the archbishop who was hacked to death in Canterbury the holy mile, at times struggling, I have to admit, to
Cathedral by four knights responding to Henry II’s believe the words I was muttering, I’ve come to realise
apocryphal plea: ‘Will no-one rid me of this turbulent that Catholicism is not simply for those who say their
priest?’ On foot or on horseback thousands of pilgrims Hail Marys and Our Fathers with total certainty and
journeyed to Canterbury from all over Europe to seek perfection. Along that road to England’s Nazareth
the prayers of St Thomas.
saints and sinners of all sorts have gone before me,
men and women whose faith was fragile like mine,
Thousands more made their way each year to what and severely tested by their life’s experiences. Men and
is now sadly a lesser-known, but then much greater women who were weak in faith, as I am, and in need of
known and frequented shrine – that of Our Lady in God’s grace, have walked Walsingham’s Way. Walking
Walsingham which pre-dates St Thomas Becket’s that Holy Mile each time I become increasingly
martyrdom by just over a hundred years.
conscious of joining a long line of men and women
who have offered their poor Hail Marys and Our
The first account of Our Lady’s shrine appears in a Fathers on the road to Nazareth before me.
ballad published by Richard Pynson in the late 1400s.
In the year 1061, during the reign of St Edward the
And ultimately I think it is that realisation that
Confessor, Our Lady appeared in a dream to a wealthy brought me into the Catholic Church. In the end,
young widow in the area of Norfolk. Richeldis had I think, it wasn’t on its own the intellectual weight
prayed for guidance in her desire to honour Our Lady of Catholicism, the certainty of its doctrines and
in some special way, and she saw the dream as the moral vision, that brought me here, as considerable
answer to her prayer. Our Lady took Richeldis in spirit and compelling as that undoubtedly is. Less still the
to Nazareth and instructed her to build in Walsingham problems of the Church of England brought me here.
a replica of the Holy House as a memorial to the It was the awareness that as I walked upon that gravel
Annunciation and, therefore, the Incarnation, so that path in Walsingham I was not alone in the practice of
“all who beseech her help shall find succour there”.
this Catholic faith, that brought me here; the realisation
that the road that I walked on was not paved by me
Richeldis was obedient to Our Lady and England’s – mine weren’t the first feet here - but is marked by
Nazareth was born. From across Europe people the prayers and petitions and the faith and feet of the
came, from all walks of life: peasant, king, rich and countless Christian pilgrims who went before me.
poor. From the time of Henry III almost every king
... continued at the foot of page 19 Ø
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Saint Margaret Mary,
New Moston, Manchester
Jackie Ottaway and Ronald Crane visited recently

Saint Margaret

Mary, New Moston, Manchester is a modern building, but
early enough to escape the horrors of later church buildings. It has a nave and a large
sanctuary, and there is a beautiful Baptistery leading from the narthex. To the left of the
nave is a lovely alcove containing a statue of Our Lady, it cries out for you to pray there.
The Manchester Ordinariate Mission
moved to St Margaret Mary’s, New Moston,
in February 2018. Before that the Group had
met (since 2012) at St Joseph’s, Heywood for
Sunday Mass.
Julie
Father Andrew Starkie told us, “When I was
appointed as parish priest of St Margaret
Mary’s it was on the understanding that the
main Sunday Mass in the parish should be
according to Divine Worship: The Missal.
The liturgy in the parish is therefore mainly
Divine Worship, including the Daily Office of
Morning and Evening Prayer each day, and
One of many Organists
Mass on most days. There is also exposition of
the Blessed Sacrament before Mass on most days.
A vigil Mass on Saturday evening and the eves of
Days of Obligation is according to the Ordinary
Form of the Roman Rite, as are occasional offices
for members of the diocesan parish. Since last
July 2021 the parish has also had a Deacon of the
Ordinariate, The Revd Stephen O’Connor.

supporters who have come to the Mass.
“Sunday Mass is sung, with a choir. The
church is blessed with a pipe organ. The
Mass settings used include Missa de Angelis,
Merbecke, Martin Shaw, and Terry in C. The
Propers are sung from the St Peter Gradual.
There is also Choral Evensong, generally
on the first Sunday of the month, with
clergy vested in Sarum surplice, tippet and
hood. This is followed by Benediction.
“The parish is able to celebrate the
Triduum in full according to the Divine
Worship Missal, something which could
not have happened before coming to St
Margaret Mary’s. Lockdown has affected the
parish, with some people not yet returning to
the habit of Sunday Mass. Younger families
have to some degree replaced the older
members who have not returned, and the
demographic of the congregation is changing.
There is a growing number of boys serving on
the altar, and more people are willing to serve
as lectors.

“The parish is blessed with a convent of
sisters of the Presentation of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, an order originally founded
“Social events are also returning to the
in Ireland by in the eighteenth century by
parish. There was a lunch in the Church Hall
Venerable Nano Nagle — whose family were
after Sunday Mass on 16 January to celebrate
great supporters of King James II. Originally,
the 11th anniversary of the Ordinariate being
in the 1930s, the sisters were invited into the
parish to run the primary school, but this has Deacon Steve O’Connoll established, and the annual pancake supper
on Shrove Tuesday also returned this year.
not been run by religious sisters for many
There is a regular study group which meets
years. Sr Gabriel and Sr Cecilia are regular
on Wednesdays after the morning Mass;
members of the congregation here, and Sr
most recently this has looked at C.S. Lewis’s
Cecilia, originally from Ancoats, Manchester,
book The Great Divorce, Ronald Knox’s The
continues to be active in the parish, arranging
Mass in Slow Motion, and has also done Bible
flowers, playing the organ and training the
studies on the coming Sunday readings. There
girls’ choir, which has recently formed and
is also a ‘Walsingham Group’ which meets on
sung for two Masses so far. A weekly Mass
in the Ordinary Form is celebrated on a Tuesday the first Saturday of the month for Exposition, Rosary,
morning in the convent chapel, and afterwards the Angelus, Mass and lunch, followed by a talk about Our
Sisters extend their hospitality to their friends and Lady, pilgrimage or a related subject, and finishing

Ø
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with afternoon prayer (None) from
the Divine Worship Daily Office.
“The CTS bookstall has been
revived and is doing a good trade.
Tea and coffee (and cake) is served
after the Sunday morning Mass,
and this has been well received
by regular members of the
congregation and visitors alike.”
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new people to.”
Finally, before leaving St
Margaret Mary, we spoke with The
Revd Deacon Steve O’Connor. He
is a chirpy chap, full of life and
fun. A retired teacher, one envies
his students. He must have been an
inspirational teacher and example.

We met him at the Torquay
While we were in Manchester, we spoke with a Conference recently, and hit it off right away. He
number of those who worship at St Margaret Mary. was anxious to tell us, “The Ordinariate came to St
Cynthia has been attending the church for just a Margaret Mary’s just over four years ago and it’s now,
year, She told us, “It’s beautiful. We like to come here I would say, established as very much an Ordinariate
because the people are very welcoming. They are very church.
good people and Father Andrew is a very kind priest.
“Our worship is mainly Divine Worship. We have
It’s a good place to worship. It’s exceptional, in fact. I
come with my husband and my daughter. My son is Morning and Evening Prayer each day, Mass during
an altar server. My son is seven and my daughter six. the week. The main Sunday Mass is Divine Worship
She hopes to join the choir. Sister Gabriel said Father so it is very much an Ordinariate parish. We’ve got
Andrew’s sermons are good, and always with a Gospel traditional pricket stands in front of our statues which
message. He leads by example and we are all very we’ve acquired from redundant churches and which
we’ve restored.
blessed.
We had met Julie the day before our visit. She
welcomed people to the Northern Deanery Festival.
She told us that the church has a small congregation
but the demographics have changed, in as much as
it’s mainly young African families who are involved.
They’re on the altar, they’re involved with our ‘bring
and shares’.

“I absolutely love the Ordinariate. I think those who
stayed have grown to love the Ordinariate too.

“If it wasn’t for the Ordinariate of Our Lady of
Walsingham, this church would be closed. The
building would still be here but it wouldn’t be used.
It’s a very faithful congregation, very committed. For
the recent Torquay experience lots of us went down
She continued, “They do the reading. It’s really good there. We needed a mini-bus to take us all down there.
and I’m happy to say I’m in a minority group (being an I think there was ten of us were down at Torquay. So
oldie) now! It’s excellent. If they’re young that spells good although our numbers are small we’re very committed,
news for the future; if you’re a full house and all over and of course we were hit by Covid. Cradle Catholics
eighty that spells danger. We are really inclusive. Before haven’t started coming back yet, so there are still many
Covid, we had regular ‘Bring and Share’ meals, but we’re people you’d expect by now to be here and they aren’t.
getting back slowly. Everyone used to bring something,
“What is even more wonderful is the diverse
it was really good. But we are gradually getting back.”
congregation. Recently we’ve seen more Nigerians
Paul told us things have changed quite a deal for the coming, which is great. Many of them are young
Ordinariate Mission. “We used to be at St Josephs and families bringing children with them and it’s really
there was the Sunday Mass with about ten of us and a been a shot in the arm because it was timely. We were
few Ordinariate. Then we came here we got welcomed, an ageing congregation here and we’ve had an influx
we got a bigger congregation, we’ve got a better sense of new life.”
of community because we’re more people. After the
original shock by the original congregation, of our
We very much enjoyed our visit to St Margaret Mary,
new service, we’ve settled down nicely now and we’ve New Moston. The congregation may be small, but it
got a decent community going.
is committed and faithful. It is also full of hope and
looking to the future. Fr Andrew, supported by his
“We occasionally have a Bring and Share meal. We wife Rosalind and their family, are doing a sterling job.
also have Bible Classes. Fr Andrew is always open for a We are grateful to them all for their welcome. If you
chat as well. He’s ready to explain things from the Bible find yourself in Manchester at the weekend, why not
to you. What’s really nice he’s always there to introduce give them a visit. Sunday Mass is at 10.30am.
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News from the Ordinariate
St Agatha’s, Portsmouth
M
gr Robert Mercer CR writes:

Roe v Wade. Judgement of US Supreme Court
was delivered on the feast of the Sacred Heart. On
the Sunday following in St Agatha’s, Portsmouth, a
Solemn Te Deum was offered sung to Stanford in B
flat. Our preacher said, “Not the end of the war, but a
significant battle”.

The March for Life

is

in London at 2pm on Saturday
3rd September 2022. Our Ordinary encourages
members to participate even though London is a
long way off for some, and Saturday is not necessarily of the month - usually the second Saturday, but not
a good day for clergy. 10.30am - Doors open at the always, and will, with the permission of Mgr Keith
Newton, our Ordinary, anticipate the Sunday Mass.
Emmanuel Centre.
The August Mass will anticipate The Assumption
11am - Catholics wanting to attend Mass will like of the Blessed Virgin Mary and will be held in the
to know that a Mass is being celebrated specifically lower Chapel of the Aberdeen University Catholic
for the cause at St George’s Cathedral, Southwark Chaplaincy, Elphinstone House, 7 High Street,
by Bishop John Sherrington (20 min walk from The Aberdeen AB24 3EE opposite Kings College Chapel.
Emmanuel Centre). Family-friendly event at the
Emmanuel Centre continues until 1.30pm with stalls, Min-Pilgrimage to Haddington
he Edinburgh Mission Mass will
talks, entertainment, kids activities and much more.
celebrate The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin
2pm March starts from outside The Emmanuel Centre
and proceeds to Parliament Square where keynote Mary on Sunday 14th August not in St Columba’s
speeches are. 4.30pm Event ends in Parliament Square. Edinburgh but in Haddington with a Mini-Pilgrimage
to the Shrine of Our Lady and the Three Kings in the
Ordination
Lauderdale aisle, the private chapel in the ancient
r Timothy Graham was ordained as Parish Church of St Mary in Haddington.
Deacon in Portsmouth on Sunday 17th July 2022
- photo from Deacon John Fogarty (top right).
It will begin with the Ordinariate Mass in Little St
Mary’s, the Catholic Church by the entrance to the
Walsingham Group
ancient Parish Church at 11.30am. A picnic lunch
vensong and Benediction at 4pm, on the will be taken on the banks of the River Tyne (yes, it
2nd Sunday at Our Lady of Pity, Swaffham.
really is the River Tyne that flows through Haddington).
This will be followed by Evensong and Benediction
Summer Fayre
sung by the Schola of Saint John Henry Newman who
t Margaret Mary, Perry Common, sing at the monthly Ordinariate Mass, to conclude
Birmingham The Parish and Ordinariate Group our Haddington mini-Pilgrimage.
held a summer Fayre on 15th July.

T
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Monthly Mass in Aberdeen

Strawberry Tea Party

T

he Harlow Group at The Church of The
in Scotland is
Assumption, are holding their usual Strawberry
to start a monthly Divine Worship Mass in Tea Party for members of the congregation and friends,
Aberdeen from Saturday 13th August. It will be at as part of their celebrations for their Patronal Festival
12 noon on the Saturday before the second Sunday in honour of Our Lady’s Assumption.
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Lapel
Badge

Support
the Ordinariate

VISIT

www.
£5 (inc P&P) ordinariate.org.uk/
support

The Ordinariate Tartan

Badge and Cufflinks

ordinariate-tartan.com

Badges: £4 Cufflinks: £12 (pair)

Order your Scarf, Tie,
Ladies Wrap, Facemask,
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THIS MONTH’S DEVOTION
The Immaculate Heart of Mary: A greater devotion
to Our Lady
1
2

17

M St Alphonsus Liguori (Lammas Day)
T Feria
(St Peter Julian Eymard Pr)
(St Eusebius of Vercelli B)
W Feria
(Wales: St Germanus B)
T St John Mary Vianney P
T Feria (Dedication of St Mary Major) (St Oswald M)
S TRASFIGURATION OF THE LORD (Feast)
S X TRINITY 8 (19 OT)
(St Sixtus II, Pp & Comp M)
(John Mason Neale 1866)
M St Dominic R
T St Teresa Benedicta of the Cross (Edith Stein)
Patron of Europe (Feast)
W St Lawrence Dn M (Feast)
T St Clare V
(Death of St John Henry Newman 1890)
F Feria
(Saint Jane Frances Chantel R)
S Feria (Sts Pontian & Hippolytus P M)
S X THE ASSUMPTION OF OUR LADY (Solemnity)
(St Maximilian Kolbe 1941)
M Feria
T Feria
(St Stephen of Hungary)
W Feria

18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

T
F
S
S
M
T
W
T

26

F

27
28
29
30

S
S
M
T

3
4
5
6
7

8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16

Feria
Feria (St John Eudes P)
St Bernard Ab Dr
X TRINITY 10 (21 OT)
The Queenship of Blessed Virgin Mary
Feria (St John Wall) (St Rose of Lima V)
St Bartholomew (Feast)
Feria (St Loius IX of France)
(St Joseph Calasanz P)
Feria (Blessed Dominic Barberi of the Mother of God P)
(Wales: St David Lewis P M)
St Monica
X TRINITY 11 (22 OT) (St Augustine of Hippo)
The Beheading of John Baptist
Feria (St Margaret Clitheroe)
(St Anne Line) (St Margaret Ward)
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HOLY FATHER’S INTENTIONS
Small Businesses
We pray for small and medium sized businesses; in the midst
of economic and social crisis, may they find ways to continue
operating, and serving their communities.
The Revd Jonathan Redvers Harris Our Chancellor
The Revd Tony Reader-Moore
The Revd Jon Ravensdale
Parish Clergy
The Revd David Prichard
A return to traditional Christian moral values
Your Mission, Group or Parish

G
G(W)
G(W)
W
G(W)(R)
W
G

The Order of Preachers
Europe and the Jewish People

W

Those persecuted for the Catholic Faith
The Revd Matthew Pittam

R

The Revd John Pitchford
The Revd Peter Peterken
Your Mission, Group or Parish
The Faithful Departed
The Portal magazine and Podcast, The Ordinariate Newsletter,
The Ordinariate Web Site
All lost through abortion
The Revd Christopher Pearson
The Revd Deacon James Patrick
The Revd David Palmer
Your Mission, Group or Parish
The Revd Robert Page
The Revd Deacon Steven O’Connor
The Rt Revd Mgr Keith Newton PA
The Revd Mgr Michael Nazir Ali
The Revd Masaki Narusawa
The Revd Deacon Shaun Morrison
Your Mission, Group or Parish
The Revd John Morley-Bunker
The Revd Mgr Robert Mercer

W

R
W
R
W
G
G(W)
BL
G
G
W
G
W
G(W)
W
G(W)
G(W)(R)
W
G
R
G(W)
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Ordinariate Mass times
Where to find us at prayer in England, Scotland and Wales
Birmingham St Margaret Mary, 59 Perry Gainford, County Durham DL2 3DZ Mass: Sundays:

Common Road, Birmingham B23 7AB Mass: Sunday: 9.30am and 11.30am (Divine Worship); Tues: 10am;
11am (Divine Worship). Contact: Fr Simon Ellis: Fri: 11.45am Sext, 12 noon (Divine Worship).
0121 373 0069 - birmingham@ordinariate.org.uk
Contact: Fr Thomas Mason: 07876 308657 - info@
ordinariate-darlington.co.uk - www.ordinariateBristol St Joseph, Camp Road, Weston-super- darlington.co.uk
Mare BS23 2EN Mass: 2nd Sunday of the month 12
noon (Divine Worship), followed by shared lunch DERBY/NOTTINGHAM Our Lady and
and Benediction at 2:30pm (subject to change in the St Thomas, Nottingham Road, Ilkeston DE7 5RF
summer months) Contact: Deacon James Patrick: Mass: Sat before 1st Sun 6.30pm (Divine Worship),
bristol@ordinariate.org.uk
Thu 9.15am (Divine Worship) St Paul, Lenton
Boulevard, Nottingham NG7 2BY Mass: Sun 6pm
BUCKFAST St Mary’s Abbey, Buckfast TQ11 0EE (Divine Worship). Contact: Fr Andrew Harding
The Ordinariate Mass is not currently being offered at the 01159 325642. Fr Christopher Cann: 01889 569579, Fr
Abbey due to present restrictions. Fr Hellyer is offering the Peter Peterken: 01332 766285, Fr David Jones: 01162
Ordinariate mass in his parish in Plymouth. Contact: 302244 - derby-nottingham@ordinariate.org.uk
Fr Ian Hellyer: 01752 600054 - ian@hellyer.org
Eastbourne Christ the King, 3 Princes
CHELMSFORD Blessed Sacrament, 116 Road, Langney, Eastbourne BN23 6HT Mass:
Melbourne Avenue, Chelmsford CM1 2DU Mass: Sun 4pm, Thur 7pm (both Divine Worship)
Sunday: 9.30am and 11.30am, (on 1st Sunday of Contact: Fr Neil Chatfield: 07718 123304 - neil.
the month, specifically Ordinariate), also on Mon chatfield@eastbourneordinariate.org.ukwww.
to Sat at 9.15am with RC community Contact: eastbourneordinariate.org.uk
chelmsford@ordinariate.org.uk
FOLKESTONE/DOVER St Paul’s, 103 Maison
CHICHESTER St Richard, Cawley Road Dieu Road, Dover CT16 1RU Mass: Sunday: 11.30am
Chichester PO19 1XB Mass: Saturday 4.15pm (with parish) Contact: Fr James Houghton (Divine Worship) Contact: Fr Simon Chinery: folkestone@ordinariate.org.uk
07971 523008 - chichester@ordinariate.org.uk
HARLOW The Assumption of Our Lady,
CORNWALL St Augustine of Hippo, St Austell, Mulberry Green, Old Harlow, Essex CM17 0HA
PL25 4RA Mass: Sunday: 5pm, also on Wed 7pm Mass: Sunday: 10am and 6pm (Divine Worship
Contact: Fr David Lashbrooke: 07427 107304 - 1st Sun), Wed 10am (Divine Worship). Check
cornwall@ordinariate.org.uk
bulletin at www.catholicchurchoftheassumption.co.uk
or Contact: Fr John Corbyn: 01279 434203 COVENTRY The Precious Blood of Our john.corbyn@btinternet.com
Lord Jesus Christ & All Souls, Kingsland
Avenue, Earlsdon, Coventry CV5 8DX Mass: HEMEL HEMPSTEAD St Mark’s, Hollybush
Sundays 11.15am, Mon-Wed 9.30am, Thu 7.30pm, Lane, Hemel Hempstead HP1 2PH Mass: Sunday:
Fri 7.30am, Sat 9.30am - all Masses currently live 9.30am, Wed: 7pm Contact: hemel.hempstead@
streamed Contact: Fr Paul Burch: 02476 674161 ordinariate.org.uk
- paul.burch@ordinariate.org.uk
ISLE OF WIGHT St Thomas of Canterbury,
Croydon At the moment the Croydon Group Terminus Road, Cowes PO31 7TJ MASS: (Divine
does not have any Ordinariate Masses, but it is Worship) for details, CONTACT: Fr Jonathan Redvers
hoped that they might begin again soon - for further Harris: 01983 292739 - frjonathanrh@btinternet.com
information Contact: Jackie Brooks: 0208 777
6426 - jaxprint@btinternet.com
LONDON Central Our Lady of the
Assumption and St Gregory, Warwick Street,
Darlington St Osmund, Main Road, London W1B 5LZ (Nearest tube: Piccadilly) Mass:

Ø
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Sunday: 10.30am Solemn Mass with choir, Weekdays:
8am and 12.45pm (all Divine Worship), Sat 6pm
(Novus Ordo), Feasts and Solemnities as advertised.
Contact: Fr Mark Elliott-Smith 07815 320761 markelliottsmith@rcdow.org.uk

LONDON

Leytonstone

Page 15

PLYMOUTH St Edward the Confessor, Home
Park Avenue, Peverell, Plymouth PL3 4PG MASS: Sunday
11.30pm, Fri 12 noon (both Divine Worship) Contact:
Fr Ian Hellyer: 01752 600054 - ian@hellyer.org

RAMSGATE Shrine of St Augustine, St
St John Augustine’s Road CT11 9PA MASS: Sunday 5pm

Vianney, 1 Stoneleigh Road, Clayhall, Ilford IG5 (Divine Worship), followed by refreshments

0JB MASS: Sunday: 9am, 10am, 4.30pm Adoration, Contact: Fr Simon Heans: 07305317642 - office@
5pm (Divine Worship), Daily: 8.30am Adoration, augustineshrine.co.uk
9am Mass, 5.30pm Evening Prayer. CONTACT:
Fr Rob Page: 020 8550 4540 - vianney.clayhall@ PORTSMOUTH St Agatha, Cascades Approach,
btinternet.com
Portsmouth PO1 4RJ MASS: Sunday 11am (Solemn),
Mon, Fri (Requiem) and Sat 11am Contact: info@
LONDON South
Most Precious stagathaschurch.co.uk - www.stagathaschurch.co.uk
Blood, O’Meara Street, The Borough, London
SE1 1TE Mass: Sunday: 9.30am, 11am; Tues- READING St James, Abbey Ruins, Forbury Road,
Fri 12.35pm, Thur (term time) 6.30pm (Divine Reading, Berkshire RG1 3HW (next to old Reading Gaol)
Worship); Sat 10am (Divine Worship); Holy Mass: Sunday: 9.15am. Contact: Fr David Elliott:
Days: 6.30pm (Divine Worship); Evensong: 07973 241424 - reading@ordinariate.org.uk
Thur 6pm (term time); Confessions: Tues-Fri 12
St Osmund, Exeter Street,
noon Contact: Fr Christopher Pearson 0207 SALISBURY
Mass: Sunday: 12 noon,
407 3951 - parish@preciousblood.org.uk - www. Salisbury SP1 2SF
Wed: 7pm. Contact: Fr Jonathan Creer: 07724
preciousblood.org.uk
896579 - jonathan.creer@hotmail.co.uk - www.
LONDON WALTHAMSTOW Christ the salisburycatholics.org/ordinariate
King, 455 Chingford Road, Chingford, E4 8SP Mass:
Sunday: 11am Contact: Fr David Waller: 020 8527 Southend St Peter’s Eastwood, 59 Eastwood
4519 - walthamstow.south@ordinariate.org.uk
Road North, Leigh on Sea SS9 4BX Mass: Sunday:
9am, 10.30am, Mon 7pm, Tues, Wed, Fri 9.30am, Thur
MAIDSTONE St Mary, Nettlestead, Maidstone 11am, Sat 10am (Divine Worship) and 5.30pm (Vigil)
ME18 5HA Mass: Sunday 9.30am. Contact: Fr Contact: Fr Jeffrey Woolnough (Group Pastor):
Alastair Ferguson: 01892 838230 - 07887 925356 01702 525323, 07956 801381 - fatherjeffw@gmail.
alastair.ferguson@ordinariate.org.uk
com, Fr Bob White: 01268 543910 - pilgrimclub@
waitrose.com, Dcn Richard Cerson: 07910 388795
Manchester St Margaret Mary, St Margaret’s - rcerson@gmail.com - www.stpetereastwood.org Road, New Moston M40 0JE Mass: Sunday: 10.30am www.jeffwoolnougholw.blogspot.co.uk
(Divine Worship) Mass during the week: please
check the Sunday notices on the website Contact: TorbaY The Parish of Our Lady of
Fr Andrew Starkie: 0161 681 1651 - manchester@ Walsingham with St Cuthbert Mayne, Old
Mill Road (junc of Ashfield Road), Chelston TQ2
ordinariate.org.uk - www.ordinariatemcr.com
6HJ Mass: Sunday: 10am, Mon: 12 noon, Tues:
NORTHAMPTON Our Lady of the Sacred 6.30pm, Wed: 10am, Thurs: 10am, Fri: (Adoration
Heart, 82 Knox Road, Wellingborough NN8 1JA 5.30pm) 6.30pm, Sat: 10am (All Divine Worship)
Mass: First Saturday of the month: 6pm (Sung Mass) Contact: Fr David Lashbrooke: 07427 107304
Contact: Mgr John Broadhurst: 01933 674614 - - david.lashbrooke@ordinariate.org.uk www.
frjohnbroadhurst@btinternet.com
ourladytofwalsingham.online

OXFORD Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford WALSINGHAM

OX1 4LD Mass: Saturday (of Sunday) 5pm (Divine
Worship), Sunday 11.15pm, Wed 9am, Thu 7.30pm
(Divine Worship), 8pm Adoration & Confessions,
9.40pm Compline and Benediction, Fri 12.30pm
(Latin), Sat 9am Contact: Fr Daniel Lloyd: 01865
437066 - daniel.lloyd@ordinariate.org.uk

The Annunciation, Friday
Market, Walsingham NR22 6AL Mass: 1st Sunday:
2pm (Nov-Mar), 3pm (Apr-Oct) (Divine Worship),
2nd Sun: Evens and Benediction, 4pm at Our Lady
of Pity, Swaffham Contact: Fr Gordon Adam:
01553 777428 - gordonadam1962@btinternet.com Dcn
Shaun Morrison: 07880 600094 - shaunmorrison1975@
btinternet.com
Ø
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SCOTLAND - www.ordinariate.scot
Whithorn St Martin and St Ninian, George
ABERDEEN University Catholic Chaplaincy, Street, Whithorn DG8 8PZ Mass: Wednesday:

Elphinstone House, 7 High St, Aberdeen AB24 3EE 10.30am (Divine Worship), Sat 5pm (with parish)
Mass: Saturday before 2nd Sunday: 12 noon (Divine Contact: Fr Simon Beveridge: 01988 850786 Worship) Contact: Fr Len Black: 01463 235597 - whithorn@ordinariate.scot
fr.len@ordinariate.scot
NAIRN St Mary, 7 Academy Street, Nairn IV12
Edinburgh St Columba, 9 Upper Gray St, 4RJ Mass: 1st Mon 10am (Divine Worship)
Edinburgh EH9 1SN Mass: 2nd Sunday: 11.30am Contact: Fr Cameron Macdonald: 01667 453867 (Divine Worship) Contact: Fr Len Black: 01463 nairn@ordinariate.scot
235597 - fr.len@ordinariate.scot
Wales: South East Ss Basil & Gwladys,
INVERNESS Royal Northern Infirmary Tregwilym Road, Rogerstone, Newport NP10 9DW (from
Chapel, Ness Walk, Inverness IV3 5SF Mass: Sunday: 12th September - see website) Mass: Sunday: 11am
11am (Divine Worship) Oratory of St Joseph, 49 (Divine Worship) Contact: Fr Bernard Sixtus:
Laurel Avenue, Inverness IV3 5RR MASS: Tues, Wed, 02920 362599 or 07720 272137 - wales@ordinariate.
Thur, Fri, Sat and Feast Days 11.15am (all Divine org.uk - www.ordinariate.org.uk/groups/wales-se.php
Worship) - please check times at: www.ordinariate.
Please help us and let us know of any changes
scot Contact: Fr Len Black: 01463 235597 - fr.len@
or if your group would like to be listed . . .
ordinariate.scot
email us at info@portalmag.co.uk

The Ordinary’s Diary – August 2022
The Ordinary:
The Rt Revd Mgr Keith Newton
The Presbytery, 24 Golden Square, London W1F 9JR
Tel: 020 7440 5750
Email: keith.newton@ordinariate.org.uk
Website: www.ordinariate.org.uk
7th 10.30 Solemn Mass, Our Lady of the Assumption, Warwick Street

September

21st 10.30 Solemn Mass, Our Lady of the Assumption, Warwick Street

3rd 11.00 March for Life Mass, St George’s Cathedral, Southwark

26th 6.30 Evensong and Benediction, Walsingham

2.00 March for life Beginning at the Emmanuel Centre, Marsham
Street, London

27th 		

Ordinariate Pilgrimage to Walsingham

28th 		

Mass, Slipper Chapel, time to be arranged

8th 11.00 Abbatial Blessing, Douai Abbey, Berkshire
6.30 Solemn Evensong, Blessing of an Icon of Our Lady and Benediction

The OrdinarIATE Deans
South East & Scotland
Fr David Waller, V.G.

The South West & Wales
Fr David Lashbrooke

Midlands & the North
Fr Andrew Starkie

Telephone: 02085 274519
david.waller@ordinariate.org.uk

Telephone: 01803 391703
david.lashbrooke@ordinariate.org.uk

Telephone: 0161 681 1651
andrew.starkie@ordinariate.org.uk
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The Bulletin on Divine Worship
A quarterly publication for our clergy
and those interested in liturgy.
It is intended to help, guide and plan
the liturgical life of Ordinariate parishes
and communities.
Find it at
www.ordinariate.org.uk
> NEWS > Bulletin
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To Sanctify The World
The Vital Legacy Of Vatican II
George Weigel - 27th October 2022 * £25 * HB * Basic Books

Sixty

Sunday 14th August 2022

years after
its opening, a leading
Catholic intellectual explains
why the teachings of the
Second Vatican Council are
essential to the Church’s
future – and the world’s.

The Assumption of Mary is
one of the four Marian dogmas of
the Catholic Church. (The word
‘assumption’ derives from the
Latin word assūmptiō meaning
“taking up”). Pope Pius XII
defined it in 1950 in his apostolic
constitution Munificentissimus
Deus as follows:

George
Weigel
is
Distinguished Senior Fellow of
Washington’s Ethics and Public
Policy Center. The first volume
of his biography of Pope John
Paul II, Witness to Hope, was a
New York Times bestseller, and
his writing appears in a variety
of publications, including the
Wall Street Journal.

We proclaim and define it to
be a dogma revealed by God
that the immaculate Mother
of God, Mary ever virgin,
when the course of her
earthly life was finished, was
taken up body and soul into
the glory of heaven.

~ LATIN FOR EVERYONE ~
A new online course in association
with the Latin Mass Society
First classes begin end of July:
lms.org.uk/onlinelatin
• Engaging teaching
• Expert tutors
• Suitable for beginners
• Twelve weeks of instruction focused on
patristic, liturgical and canonical Latin
• Accessible but grown-up approach
to learning the language
• Bursaries for clergy, seminarians and religious
within England and Wales
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Personal Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham
under the Patronage of Saint John Henry Newman

Pilgrimage to Our
Lady of Walsingham
Saturday 27th August 2022
Led by The Rt Revd Mgr Keith Newton
Friday 26th August 2022
6.30pm
Evensong and Benediction
(in the Parish Church of the Annunciation)
Saturday 27th August 2022
11.15am
Welcome and Sprinkling
at the CofE Shrine (outdoors
or inside according to the weather)
followed by Procession
to the Slipper Chapel
1.15pm
Confessions in the Chapel
to 2.45pm of the Reconciliation
before the start of Mass
3pm

Sung Mass in the Chapel of
Reconciliation according to
Divine Worship: The Missal

Sunday 28th August 2022
Mass according to
Divine Worship: The Missal
(venue and time to be announced)

Our Lady of Walsingham pray for us
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Our window on the CofE
The Revd Paul Benfield

General Synod

met at York from 8th to 12th July. In a speech on the spending plans of the
Archbishops’ Council and the Church Commissioners I said this:- ‘The plans come from the Triennium
Funding Working Group, a group of just 11 people who have decided how £1.2 billion should be spent in the
period 2023-25
And what representation does Synod have? At first
sight quite a lot – eight of the members of the Group
are members of this Synod. But they are not elected
members of Synod – they are ex officio by reason of
being diocesan bishops or on Archbishops’ Council.
Where are the ordinary clergy who are at the coal
face of the mission of the Church of England in the
parishes? There are none. There could have been
parish clergy even within the structure of the 15
members of the Group as set up, for there are ordinary
parish priests on both the Archbishops’ Council and
the Church Commissioners. But for whatever reason
people came on wearing more than one hat and no
parish clergy were on the Group.
So there is something of a representational deficit
on the group. And there is something of a democratic
deficit on the Group given that there is no elected
member of General Synod serving on it. This would
not be so bad if the plans were such that we could
wholeheartedly endorse them. But can we? The Lowest
Income Community Funding is not going where it
should. The Independent Review (GS2261) states:
‘There is concern among some stakeholders
that some dioceses do not use LICF funding as
intentionally as they could to support ministry
in the poorest communities but rather use a
significant proportion elsewhere’

I quote again; ‘Some dioceses take off a top-slice to
fund diocese-wide spending. But some dioceses treat
LICF income more as part of general resources’. The
Commissioners and Archbishops’ Council should have
ensured that the money went where it was intended
and not top-sliced to fund diocese-wide spending or

put into general funds. It is meant for parishes yet it
goes to dioceses. Why can it not go direct? Dioceses
with relatively high average incomes receive no LICF
funding yet they may still have pockets of deprivation.
Strategic Development Funding (SDF) is very often
going to large projects. Transforming Wigan had its
funding awarded as long ago as 2014. Where can we
see evidence of the dramatic change promised? We
have not seen it. And when questions are asked in
Parliament about Wigan they are not answered.
Yet the Diocese of Liverpool has been awarded
a further £4.6 million of SDF money for its Fit for
Mission programme. This proposes turning deaneries
into super parishes staffed by a team of clergy and lay
workers. But the Report ‘From Anecdote to Evidence’
on church growth states: ‘Multi-church amalgamations
and teams are less likely to grow. Churches are more
likely to grow when there is one leader for one
community’.
The Review of the Mission and Pastoral Measure
(GS222) states: ‘The data leans towards the parishes
in the non-teams having a better trend of attendance
change than the team parishes’, and ‘Anecdotal
evidence from Wales suggests a super-parish type
model has not worked well’.
So the SDF money is to be used in a model which
does not work. And it is being forced on communities
which do not want it. The St Helen’s Deanery is one of
the trial deaneries for this Fit for Mission project. Six
of the 18 parishes there have voted against it. But the
project is going ahead ‘because the money has been
awarded’.

Steps to Walsingham ... continued from page 9
I discovered that the gift of Catholicism is something
that we don’t create and that we don’t practice alone.
The entire communion of saints, of which Our Lady is
Queen, have been this way already, and are interceding
for us as we make our faltering steps along this way
of faith. People separated by centuries and culture,
but pilgrims together on the road to heaven. Things
have changed rather a lot for me since my first visit to

Walsingham as a teenager - little did I think back then
that I would later be an Anglican priest, never mind
in time a Catholic one, and placed under the maternal
care of Our Lady of Walsingham. I remain perpetually
grateful to my vicar who first took me there, but
infinitely more so to Our Lady of Walsingham, and to
that stony road full of the hidden prayers of pilgrims
past and present.
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Aid to the Church in Need

Don’t forget Middle
Eastern Christians
Fionn Shiner of ACN

As part

of the recent International Ministerial Conference on Freedom of Religion or Belief, held
in London on 5th-6th July, Catholic charity Aid to the Church in Need (ACN) invited two Christian
speakers from the Middle East to talk to ministers from all over the world about the problems facing believers
in the region. They were Archbishop Bashar Warda of Erbil, Iraq, and Sister Annie Demerjian, of Aleppo,
Syria, who both have extensive experience ministering to the faithful during the turbulence of the last decade.
Archbishop Warda and Sister Annie had a consistent
message: even though Daesh (ISIS) have been
militarily defeated, if something isn’t done soon to help
Christians they will disappear from countries where
they have existed since apostolic times. Before 2003,
there were 1.5million Christians in Iraq, that number
is now thought to be as low as 150,000. In Syria,
before the civil war there were 1.5 million Christians
while some estimates put the number remaining now
between 200,000 and 400,000.
At an event organised by ACN on the parliamentary
estate, Archbishop Warda said, “There are still people
being persecuted because of their faith and thankfully
ACN didn’t accept the political correctness, and said,
‘Yes, Christians are being persecuted’.”
Archbishop Warda thanked ACN for the schools
the charity had helped build, saying that investment
in education for Iraqi Christians has helped fight the
genocide undertaken by Daesh (ISIS). He said, “If our
children lose their schools, that’s the genocide, wiping
out the past, the present and the future. So we hold to
the future. Thank you to ACN for being the voice for
the persecuted Christians.”

Dr Lisa Cameron MP, Archbishop Bashar Warda, Sister Annie
Demerjian and Bishop William Kenney at ACN’s event
in parliament on 5th July (© Aid to the Church in Need)
exploding across the country. She said, “The big bomb
now is the hunger. The war we are fighting now is
against hunger. The money we are giving them [the
families] is not enough.”

Iraq and Syria have long been priority countries for
ACN. The charity has funded 100s of projects over
the years including emergency aid, the building of
Sister Annie, who has helped suffering Christians schools, and restoration of kindergartens, churches,
in Syria since the start of the civil war in 2011, said parish halls, and more.
the faithful are now struggling more than during the
Sister Annie finished by thanking those who help the
war due to widespread poverty. She said, “Now the
situation is worse than during the time of war and as Middle East through ACN, saying, “I want to thank
our nuncio Cardinal Zehari said, 90 percent of the ACN’s benefactors because all of these years they’ve
population is under the poverty line. We are heading shown their great solidary and support. When part of
for a humanitarian disaster and yet the world is not your body is suffering then the whole body feels it…
listening and is not hearing. The media is not hearing Our brothers and sisters put Syria in their hearts and
took action.”
about Syria, it is not interested any more.”
In a separate interview with ACN after the event,
Sister Annie described hunger as being “a big bomb”

Fionn Shiner is Parliamentary and Press Officer
for Aid to the Church in Need - www.acnuk.org
contact: acn@acnuk.org or call 020 8642 8668
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Thoughts on
the Lord’s Prayer
Gabriel Gilson

We say

the Lord’s Prayer every day. Indeed, most Catholics say the Lord’s Prayer many times each
day. It is included in the Holy Mass, in the Divine Office, and the Rosary has at least five recitations
of the Lord’s Prayer. But: do we always consider the contents of this Prayer, given us by Our blessed Lord
Himself?
I confess that often I am brought up short by those duplicity would double the condemnation already
two sections about forgiveness. “Forgive us our waiting for us.
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.”
I know I am a sinner. I know I need forgiveness. At
These words strike at the very heart of what it is to Mass, I truly mean it when I recite the words, Kyrie
be Christian, let alone Catholic. Quite simply they eleison, Christie eleison, Kyrie eleison. Attention has
cause us to ask God our Father to forgive us, by the to be given to the act of confession included in the
same measure that we use to forgive those who request Mass.
our forgiveness. Therefore, to fail to forgive those who
But it is the Sacrament of Confession, or perhaps
ask for our forgiveness, will result is the absence of
it ought to be the Sacrament of Forgiveness, that
forgiveness for ourselves.
often causes concern for those who enter into full
It is that stark. There is, notice, no wriggle room communion with the Catholic Church. Many find it
for extra serious trespasses. Our Lord mentions no difficult and hard to go to Confession.
exceptions.
Rightly so, because it is not easy to admit one is
No exceptions at all. It is painfully simple. Unless we wrong and in need for forgiveness. But it is the most
forgive those who ask for our forgiveness, we in turn, liberating of Sacraments, for forgiveness is on offer,
will not be forgiven. We are therefore to be judged by just for the asking!
our very own judgements.
As someone once said to me, “If we, as Catholics, are
During my life, I have discovered that forgiveness is not about forgiveness and reconciliation, we are not
not a simple matter at all. To forgive those who have about anything at all! How true.
wronged us, requires an act of will on our part. It does
not come easy. The pain, the distress, the lack of natural
justice, the great loss in many cases, all loom large in
Forms of words for Making a Bequest
our thoughts and make forgiveness very hard indeed.
in favour of the Personal Ordinariate
The Lord’s Prayer is painfully clear in its simplicity.
Unless we find it in ourselves to forgive those who
wrong us, there will be no forgiveness for us.
It is a serious matter for us blithely to recite
this prayer and then refuse to carry out this most
straightforward injunction. What is worse is to claim
to forgive those who wrong us, but then continue to
carry the resentment in our hearts, and maybe in our
actions, thoughts and words as well!
This is something that most of us will have
experienced; I know I have. Have I also fallen into the
same trap? I most sincerely hope, and pray, not. Such

of Our Lady of Walsingham in your Will

I GIVE to the Ordinariate of Our Lady
of Walsingham, 24 Golden Square, London
W1F 9JR, the sum of ______ pounds (£
) and
I DIRECT that the receipt of the Treasurer or other
proper officer of the Personal Ordinariate of Our
Lady of Walsingham shall be good and sufficient
discharge to my Executor.
or
I GIVE the residue of my estate to the
Ordinariate
of
Our
Lady
of
Walsingham, 24 Golden Square, London W1F
9JR, and I DIRECT that the receipt of the Treasurer
or other proper officer of the Personal Ordinariate
of Our Lady of Walsingham shall be good and
sufficient discharge to my Executor.
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Newman,
Nature and Nourishment
Fr Peter Conley

Although he

suffered throughout his life from many dental problems due, in part, to his teenage
love of almond cakes and fruit pies, Newman called the experience of drinking a good coffee, to
accompany them, “capital”. I’m sure he’d appreciate placing his cup on my large table mat for such occasions.
Illustrated with foliage, animals, birds and insects, it has the following quotation from Henry Thoreau: “Who
can paint like nature? Can imagination boast amid its great creation, hues like these?”
Making country or seaside retreats allows us,
like Newman, to contemplate the wonder of the
environment and our unique place within it. In
exquisite detail, he writes to his mother about the
enchantment of Devonshire in July:
“A beetle I picked up at Torquay was as green
and gold as the stone it lay on…The scents are
extremely fine, so very delicate, yet so powerful…
The sweet peas especially have the complexion of
a beautiful face…” (Letters and Diaries II, p.343).

Inspired by the theology of the Patristic Fathers like
Basil, Cyril and Athanasius, Newman recognised that
Christ, who dwells within each person and the cosmos,
restores the capacity of both, that sin has affected, to
shine forth:

Christ came to make a new world. He came into
the world to regenerate it in Himself, to make a new
beginning, to be the beginning of the creation of God,
to gather together in one, and recapitulate all things in
himself. The rays of His glory were scattered through
During what Americans, like Thoreau, poignantly the world; one state of life had some of them, another
call ‘The Fall’, nature’s decoration changes before us - others. The world was like some fair mirror, broken in
spectacularly. Even living amidst much starker scenery, pieces, and giving back no one uniform image of its
in early October, Newman finds solace and spiritual Maker. (Sermons on the Subjects of the Day, 5).
nourishment too. He pens an amusing cartoon-like
portrait of himself, for Austin Mills, when describing
Pope Francis, too, echoes the spiritual tradition which
the relaxed surroundings of his east coast holiday shaped John Henry Newman, as he contemplates the
home:
impact of Easter on all creatures:
…there are two great advantages, the Blessed
…the Risen One is mysteriously holding them
Sacrament being at hand, and the seclusion. I see
to himself and directing them towards fullness
no one, and wear my worst things - a very great
as their end. The very flowers of the field and
lounge, I am almost a guy; William condemned
the birds which his human eyes contemplated
my hat and coat and waistcoat months and
and admired are now imbued with his radiant
months ago. I don’t wear gloves, and I carry
presence. (Laudato Si, 100).
three novel volumes under my arm without
scruple. But there is no good esplanade where I
Corrections
am - no sands - no cliffs - nothing but dully sandy
On page 11 of the July edition of The Portal Bishop John
plain all round. (Letters and Diaries XX, p.285).
Richardson ought to have been Bishop John Richards, and John
Richards, should have been John Kearney.
Newman looked forward to the landscape of our
souls being transformed like that of nature:
The views expressed in the articles and letters in The Portal
are not necessarily those of the Editors, or of the Ordinariate.
Work together with God, therefore, my brethren, in
the work of your redemption…Glorious, indeed, will
Ordinariate Newsletter
be the springtime of the Resurrection, when all that
Do not forget to see the Ordinariate Newsletter, published
seemed dry and withered will bud forth and blossom.
monthly. To register to receive the Newsletter, go to the Ordinariate
The glory of Lebanon will be given it, the excellency
Web Site at www.ordinariate.org.uk, then to “News” and finally to
of Carmel and Sharon; the fir tree for the thorn, the
“Ordinariate Newsletter” where you will be able to ensure you
myrtle tree for the briar…Who would miss being of
receive the Newsletter every month.
that company? (Parochial and Plain Sermons, 1, 21).
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You can help restore
the monastery of San
Benedetto in Monte the birthplace of Saint
Benedict himself by purchasing the
exceptional beer
brewed by the monks.
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Enjoy these beers as you celebrate feast days
or with a gathering of friends knowing you
are supporting the ongoing establishment of a
spiritual oasis built to last a thousand years.
Birra Nursia flows from the deep brewing heritage
of western monasticism. Originally crafted to suit
the rich culinary traditions of Umbria it is best
enjoyed alongside delicious meats, cheeses and
mushroom infused dishes.
Find out more about the beers and the monastery
at www.monasticorder.co.uk where Birra Nursia
is now available for the first time in the UK.

Please drink wisely, exercising the virtue that Saint Benedict would have encouraged.

