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Portal Comment
Catholic Lite!
Will Burton is saddened by Catholic Lite Liturgy

Thinking that

there are places in these isles of ours that one has never visited, we decided to
holiday closer to home this year. Our hotel was right on the sea-front, comfortable, clean and served
good food. We had a lovely relaxing time, steam railways and all.
We went to mass
twice during our stay.
Once in the week, and
once on Sunday. About
fifty folk were present
mid-week, and over
two hundred on the
following Sunday.

about the Eucharist as
a ‘Memorial Meal’, but
very little about the
Eucharistic Sacrifice.
Indeed one talk was
all about sandwiches!
It was Catholic Lite.

Now,
do
not
On the Sunday it was
misunderstand me.
a Sung Mass with an
I am not taking aim
unrobed choir sitting
at mass according
in the choir stalls in
to Novus Ordo. Far
the chancel. The music
from it. One has
was accompanied by a
been present at many
piano. There was an
celebrations of that
High Altar, but unused. Instead a rather small Nave rite when one could only describe it as ‘beautiful’.
Altar was in use with the priest facing the people. A celebration at The Most Precious Blood, London
There was just one adult server on both occasions.
Bridge certainly fell into that category. But it does seem
that many celebrations creep around the Eucharistic
On the Sunday the music was the familiar mock- Sacrifice and concentrate on the Memorial Meal, when
folk from the nineteen sixties. It occurred to me that – surely – both ought to be visibly present?
whatever the feast, the music is the same. There is no
seasonal flavour to it. Instead of the Gloria, we were
Why are we so shy of our wonderful Eucharistic
subjected to an awful paraphrase that was as repetitive Theology? The Catechism of the Catholic Church
as it was trite. I thought these had been outlawed? could not be plainer: The Eucharist is:
The same happened at the Offertory, with the choir
singing a paraphrase of the Offertory sentences. It was
The memorial of the Lord’s Passion and
all rather tired.
Resurrection. The Holy Sacrifice, because it
makes present the one sacrifice of Christ the
The Parish Priest gave the Homily on both occasions.
Saviour and includes the Church’s offering. The
He was very careful never to refer to the “Body and
terms holy sacrifice of the mass, ‘sacrifice of
Blood” of Our Blessed Lord. He used the words, “The
praise’, spiritual sacrifice, pure and holy sacrifice
consecrated bread and wine”. Needless to say; hardly
are also used, since it completes and surpasses all
anyone bowed their heads at the ‘Incarnatus’ in the
the sacrifices of the Old Covenant.
Creed, let alone genuflect for the Blessed Sacrament. It
(CCC 1330)
was “Catholic Lite” indeed.
Travelling home I reflected that for us there are three
My mind wandered back to the Eucharistic Congress authorised Catholic Eucharistic Rites: Novus Ordo, The
in Liverpool a few years back. In many ways it was a Extraordinary Rite, and for the Ordinariate, Divine
splendid occasion, and well organised. Yet one felt there Worship. All three Catholic Rites. All three express
was something missing. It was the same thought I had Catholic Eucharistic Theology. All three should be
whilst on holiday. At Liverpool, we heard a great deal respected.
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how are the History Walks going?” It’s very
fashionable at present to begin sentences with “So”. I quite
like it – there is somehow a suggestion of a conversation carrying
on from where it was left – perhaps some while ago, perhaps even
before the wretched Coronavirus thing that crushed so much contact.
So – the Walks are going quite well. London’s history
is endlessly fascinating. People seem to enjoy the
eccentricity of walking through busy streets while
some one shouts about Saxons and Vikings and origins
of place-names and pub-signs and more. There have
been cheery conversations and new friendships forged
– and old contacts revived and neighbours discovered
to mutual amusement.

na

wri tes

information and
many priests are happy to help. Obviously word is also
spread on-line, via chat groups and all that, plus our
website and so on. But I have been surprised to discover
how central a parish newsletter is in many people’s lives.

Special Walks for particular groups and organisations
work well – ecumenical groups, youth groups,
Catenians, parish groups, Confirmation groups.
On each Walk I explain the rules – we invite a donation I’d love to do more Walks for schools, but there is
of £5, you can leave any time, feel free to ask questions a good deal of hassle involved for teachers – a Risk
but please don’t interrupt when I’m in full flow. And then Assessment, etc. On the other hand, there is a great
we start walking. One thing I have learned is how little interest among the pupils – they often express surprise
history I once knew, and how little most people know. at the discovery of whole chunks of our history they
The almost invariable response when Catholic History had never known about before.
Walks are mentioned is “Oh yes – Thomas More!” It
seems to be the one name that people know. But the
One notion which we all need to challenge is the
Church in Britain did not begin in the 16th century, and idea of the Catholic faith as a private eccentricity – it
a central task of the History Walks is to establish this.
is the core of our civilisation, has shaped our country’s
history and is central to any understanding of who we
The Faith came to this country in Roman times are. I don’t lead History Walks as part of a smug feeling
– that same Roman Empire into which Christ our of belonging to a clique – I lead them to share the truth
Saviour was born and suffered and died and rose again. and to continue the task of passing on information
We don’t know when the first Christian missionaries and culture from one generation to the next. And
came here – I always mention the stories of Joseph the ghastly current attempts to push a particular,
of Arimithea and so on, but it is worth speculating a politically-slanted, sloganised form of “history” is one
bit on other possibilities. Was it, perhaps, a Roman that is to be deplored. There are many aspects of things
legionary who had converted and now sought to tell to be discussed: people have always disagreed, we’ve
others about The Way? Or (more probably?) his wife, or had slaughter and civil war.
a group of legionaries’ wives…starting a prayer-group,
spreading the word, hoping for a priest to come in due
Announcing that there is only one acceptable line is
course? When and where was Mass first celebrated?
anti-historical and promotes a disdain for truth. That
also means that I don’t make sanctimonious statements
As the Empire falls, and pagan Saxons pour in, a new about how wonderful everything is in our Catholic
evangelisation starts…and so the work continues. One past: truth is important. The History Walks I lead are
result of the History Walks has been, for me at least, London-based: I can’t run a nationwide project! If you
a renewed sense of what evangelisation really means, would like to have a guided walk around London (the
and what it involves… At a practical level, one difficulty City, or Westminster, or a specific place like Southwark
for the History Walks is spreading information about or Hampstead or Battersea…) please contact me. I’m
them. The most useful thing is announcements in on: catholichistorywalks@gmail.com or you can look
parish newsletters – so I send round an email with the at our website www.catholichistorywalks.com
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Comparing David
with Boris
A

pirate ship, I’m sure we all agree, needs a pirate captain. You can’t persuade the

ship’s officers to sail off out of the fleet, run up the Jolly Roger, and then expect them,
to remain Hornblower-fashion up there on the quarter-deck: models of efficiency, modesty,
and conscientious behaviour. That’s not what you’ve signed up for. But back in 2016 (I agree,
via a dubious method and devious arguments), the people of Britain were enticed into asking
the officers to leave the fleet behind; and when their officers didn’t crack on, they elected
the pirate captain himself, armed with his own Treasure Map entitled “Get Brexit done.”
A maverick inside No. 10 was to lead a maverick nation away from the stifling embrace of
Brussels, and into adventure and discovery: we’d be our old selves again, with new horizons
and plenty of plunder!

Following that primal, unmitigated, and total mistake
of deserting Europe and venturing off into an uncharted
British autarky, I could only hope against hope that the
agent of the Brexit catastrophe might somehow see it
through to success. Maybe the only person capable
of making such a thing work was the same Pirate
Johnson who had brought it about. I was never really
interested in the much-peddled view that Boris was just
an entertainer, a philanderer and a liar to boot: all the
hoo-hah about his moral failings didn’t inspire me to
clamber up the high moral ground like a BBC journalist.
I shored up my counter-intuitive hope by telling myself
that Tory outsiders - namely Disraeli, Churchill, and
Thatcher - had, in the past, delivered success to the
governments they led. But I’m beginning to see that
Boris isn’t really like Dizzy, Maggie, Churchill or any
Tory outsider, but he is like another outsider, similarly
derided and from a different stable: Churchill’s Liberal
friend and ally, David Lloyd George! It’s not just about
his style, his morals and his integrity - though, arguably,
there are some parallels. It’s the career…

Liberal Party that was already fragmenting. His opposition
drew on traditional liberal principles; but when the
Liberals won an overwhelming victory in the General
Election of 1905, the man who had marshalled liberal
rhetoric (including vulgar anti-Catholicism) to open his
path to the Front Bench revealed himself to be a man of
power, who gave substance to his rise by the adoption of
vigorous and practical measures that stemmed from the
modern, German corporatism that he admired.

The cataclysmic social changes at work deep beneath
post-Victorian Britain were causing the edifice of
Liberalism to sway, but Lloyd George scrambled
securely through the collapsing building to find
himself, when war came, the most able and effective
person in the Cabinet. By the crises of 1916 he had
so consolidated his political ascendancy in the ruling
coalition as to emerge as Prime Minister. (Churchill
said he “seized the main power in the State.”) His
controlling and corporatist government led Britain to
a victorious Armistice, to the election of December
1918 which returned him to Downing Street, to
The country that reeled into war on August 4th, Versailles, Irish independence, and more pioneering
1914 was on the verge of constitutional disintegration. social measures. But the Liberal Party, which to be
Irish nationalism, Ulster rebellion, a vengeful Tory frank, he abandoned in that “Coupon Election” of
Party, suffragette militancy, industrial unrest: all were 1918, evaporated almost overnight into a merely
aqua regia poured into a divided and intellectually decorative memory.
bankrupt Liberal establishment that was grinding to
an inexplicable halt, “the aspirations of 19th century
You see the similarities. An outsider; a personality not
Liberalism” having been, as Churchill put it, “largely afraid to charm and dazzle the electorate; a rise to power
achieved.” Moreover, the background of imperial through a divided party; when in government, a turncertainty that had marked Victoria’s Jubilee in 1877 around of priorities, brought on by a crisis in events; and
was beginning to fade following the failures and the obloquy of widespread mistrust, offset by respect for
chaos of the 2nd Boer War, and in the face of speedily results. The eye-catching difference is that Lloyd George’s
radicalising Indian nationalism.
big election victory came after he had “got things done.”
If Boris can make his pirate ship into a peaceful and
It was Lloyd George’s vocal opposition to the South successful merchantman with a happy, fairly-treated
African War that launched his climb to power, through a crew, surely he’ll deserve a similar result.
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Our spiritual kitbag
Fr Matthew Pittam

Many years

ago, when I was a young Christian, I remember hearing a talk
about the need to fill our ‘virtual’ spiritual kitbag for our journey in faith. I can’t
remember who the speaker was but the idea has always stuck with me. Just as we pack
things we need for a holiday or other trip we can fill our spiritual kitbag with things to
sustain us on our journey with Christ. Memorising prayers, parts of scripture and learning spiritual practices
and disciplines are all things that can go into our bags that we can then pull out when they are needed.
The Christian life can be hard at times and in those
difficult times we may find it hard to pray. I am a
hospital chaplain part of the week and many patients
over the years have said that during their illness and in
the busy hospital environment prayer becomes almost
impossible. I’m sure in other situations most mature
Christians will have felt the same at some point.
Having this spiritual kitbag can help us during those
times as we can pull on those resources when we just
don’t have the words.

especially those from Compline can easily fit in our
bags and be committed to memory. The prayers from
Divine Worship: The Office have a specific timeless
beauty which can offer us sustenance and support.
Part of our patrimony as members of the Ordinariate
is a rich tradition of hymn singing. How many hymns,
or parts of hymns, can you remember by heart? These
form an invaluable aid on our journey. One of my
favourite hymns is Alleluia, Sing to Jesus. This was
sung at my wedding; my first Mass and I have chosen it
on numerous other occasions. It is certainly one that I
For me, the Psalms are part of what sustain me can easily reach in my kitbag and use prayerfully when
when things are difficult and over the years, partly as I need too.
a consequence of saying the Office, I have committed
many psalms or parts of psalms to memory. Sadly,
Without realising it we all probably have such a
Biblical literacy has declined over the last few decades ‘virtual’ kitbag of resources that we love and remember.
and yet engagement with scripture is one of the Being aware of this and stocking the bag further is a
wonderful ways that we can ensure that our journey great way of developing our life of faith and journey
remains on the path with Jesus. I’m sure we all have with Christ. Rather than being a heavy burden,
our favourite passages or stories from the bible our spiritual kitbag can lighten our journey when it
and memorising, perhaps learning some of these becomes burdensome and also help us celebrate when
by heart, could be our way of filling our kitbag and it is joyful.
storing resources for when life gets tough.
The Rosary is also important and a great assistance
when words fail. In addition, many of the collects,

Last month’s
Caption
Competition
The Winner of
last month’s Risen,
Ascended, Glorified
competition is:
Christine Mace: with
her entry: “Ronald is
feeling the ambience on
his contemplation of the
Accension….”
A small prize is on its
way to her.

Dining Room, waiting for supper at
Risen, Ascended, Glorified - see pages 7-9
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The Torquay Conference:
Risen, Ascended, Glorified
Looking back and Looking Forward
Jackie Ottaway and Ronald Crane assess the Conference

Those of

us who remember the Caister Conferences, organised by Bishop Lindsay Urwin back in
our CofE days, will be familiar with the shape of the recent Ordinariate Conference at Torquay. We did
not have debates. We did not take momentous decisions. We took no votes.
Meeting at the Ordinariate Parish of Our Lady of
Walsingham and Saint Cuthbert Mayne, we prayed
the Daily Office together, we ate together, we had Bible
Study, we recited the Rosary, we adored the Blessed
Sacrament together, we celebrated Holy Mass every
day, we had fun together, and we enjoyed being the
Personal Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham.
Joining with the Daily Office according to Divine
Worship was a real treat. Being led in Bible study by
Mgr Michael Nazir-Ali was delightfully instructive.
Sung Mass each day was, well, magnificent. Frs
Burch, Ellis and Starkie gave homilies that were full
of teaching, encouragement and wisdom.
One evening we ate a French meal,
another evening it was Italian, and
the Devon Ploughman’s Lunch was
enlightening. The food was of high quality.
In this we were well cared for by the folk
of the Ordinariate’s only Parish, many of
whom had taken annual leave to be able
to provide food, drink and welcome. We
are greatly in their debt.
Over seventy people displayed just what
the Ordinariate is intended to be -“priest and
people together”’ Great thanks must go to Fr
David Lashbrooke and the people of Torquay
for the inspiration behind this event, and the
energy and perseverance to carry it out.

Looking back, what have we taken
from the experience? We spoke with
Fr Paul Burch, our Episcopal Vicar of
Evangelisation. He thought the Conference
had “given us a shot in the arm. It’s not
only what people have been missing, it’s
given us something that we recognise that
we need.
“There was absolutely a buzz. I think
the local Missions, and Groups across the
country, being together in the roots of an
Ordinariate community was so important.
I think that, local groups hosting, according
to their different means, similar events in
various parts of the country, is what we
need. We were well fed, liturgically well
fed, physically well fed. The hospitality I
think was really an important part of it.
I think we’ve all found that as groups, the hospitality
that we offer, I don’t mean just food and drink, but
the welcome we give people when they arrive at the
mass and at coffee afterwards is important. It comes
naturally from our Anglican patrimony.”
“Are there any plans to assist local groups and
missions to attract new members to the Ordinariate?”
Jackie asked.

Ø
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Fr Paul said, “New members yes, but it’s
not just about getting members so that this
thing survives, it’s about proclaiming and
living out the Gospel in our distinctive way,
and as Bishop John Richards, sometime
Bishop of Ebbsfleet said, becoming centres of
excellence. Worshipping well, having a good Sandra - Manchester
social life in our groups and missions and
solid teaching. That gets us ready to welcome
people who have found us. Yes, do those
things so we’re ready to receive people but
also we need to be pro-active. We can’t just
sit back and expect the people to come to us.
In response to a question, Fr Paul responded,
“Since the early days, the Coventry Group gets
together with the Torbay group. We have so
much in common that we ought to “twin” with
them. That could be fruitful.” Jackie wondered
if Fr Paul thought Mission could host a similar
event. “Absolutely, but don’t under-estimate the
planning that goes into it, and the sacrifice. But
if it can realistically be done, why not?”
Fr Andrew Starkie is from Manchester and
is our Dean for the North of England and
the Midlands. Ronald asked what he thought
the Manchester people got out of it, as they
enjoyed it so wholeheartedly.
He replied, “When you’re away from other
people then you appreciate when you can get
together in friendship with people you know
are going to be on the same page; you don’t
have to explain anything, you’re all brothers
and sisters. They really felt that.
Ronald asked for Fr Andrew’s assessment of
‘Risen, Ascended, Glorified’ for the whole of
the Ordinariate? He thought that the talks by
Fr Michael Nazir-Ali were really important
and worth pondering because they showed
us that the Bible is truly a catholic document
and it has a catholic vision of the Church.
He continued, “There’s not two sorts of
religion - Bible and Catholic either. The
talks were delivered in an evangelical Bible
study manner, but taught beautifully that the
Church is in the scriptures.”
“One of the things we mused about
afterwards,” said Ronald, “Was that in a
sense we were preaching to the converted, to
the people who turn up at lots of things. Do
you think we need to broaden it across the
Ordinariate?”

Bernatdette Walthamstow

Derek - Exeter

Jo - Walthamstow

Kelly - Torquay

Sarah - Coventry

Sandra - Walthamstow
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Fr Andrew took up the challenge, “I
think it’s a pity that some groups, of some
significant size from around the country,
weren’t there. I think the more the merrier
would be really good.”
Ronald said, “Fr Lashbrooke was very
anxious that it should be priest and people
together. Well: we certainly hit that mark
didn’t we? I thought it was one of the treasures
of the Ordinariate.” Fr Andrew said, “I
think that in being together, liturgically, but
also socially, there was a real sense that the
Ordinariate had come together.”
Next we tackled Fr David Lashbrooke, the
Group Pastor of the Torquay Parish, and our
Dean for the South West. We wondered if all
his hopes for Risen Ascended Glorified, had
been realised?
He replied in positive fashion, “In many
ways yes. Because the Ordinariate priests and
people from different communities came and
celebrated their faith, enjoyed the fellowship,
learnt something and said their prayers.
“It’s very difficult to say what stood out.
But everyone who came wanted to be
there, to share their faith, to do something
different from what had happened in the
lockdown years. It’s very hard to say what
made it so special; you just had to be there
to understand.
“It would have been wonderful to have had
an extra day so that we could have had more
time to go off and do something, like walk
on Dartmoor or, do the rounds, which is, to
go off to Dartmouth on the boat and then
return on to the steam train, just so people
could have that extra space for conversation.”
We noted that with seventy plus of us
present, the premises were full, and the
number we had just about fitted in perfectly.
Fr David, said, “We could have fitted quite
easily another thirty people. I think with
these events you just find a way of making
sure everything fits.”
We wondered if he was hoping a few more
clergy to have attended with their people?
Fr David, thought for a moment and said,
“I think that there are some people I would
have loved them to have been there.

Ø
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“I think there were some people of whom I
thought if you and your folk had been here,
they would have added something to the
dynamic. I think some people missed out on
this occasion.”
We wanted him to say a word about clergy
and laity attending together. We thought it a
real coup. Fr David jumped at the chance to
comment. “If you asked the folk that journey
with me, it’s the number one on their list.
This was priest and people in action. In fact
they’ve said we don’t want separate things;
we want to be together because the journey
that we are making is together.”
We asked, “Looking to the future Father,
where do you think the event takes the
Ordinariate?”
He responded, “I think it takes it to the place
where we can say, ‘Do you know, this model
can work?’ It will never be the same as Risen
Ascended Glorified but it is something that is
a very effective blue print for the Ordinariate
of how we overcome being so disparate and
how some people from the stronger groups,
or those who have no group around them,
have that ability to come together. One of
the things that was remarkable was that, in
saying the Offices, seventy disparate people
managed to find the rhythm very quickly.
I see it as the grace of the Holy Spirit that
we were able to come together and be one in
prayer and that was just wonderful.”

A Happy Band of Pilgrims

July 2022
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We put the obvious question, “Do you
think this should become an annual event?”

Fr David certainly thought there should
be an annual event where - nationally - we
should use this model. He also thought we
should use this model on a smaller scale,
maybe in the Deaneries or, because we have
Fr David Lashbrooke a particular group, we might want to say let’s
use this model for young families or for the
absolutely ancient. He continued, “I don’t
know, but it is a model that we can use. The
great thing about it is for the Ordinariate it
was extraordinarily cheap and we’ve all got
to worry about our pennies. Actually apart
from the accommodation, well you’ve got to
Nicola - Walthamstow sleep somewhere, it came in on budget.”
“What I’d like to say to the readers of The
Portal is that however good the reporting
is, it will never express the enthusiasm
and the love of the Lord we were able to
experience together for those few days. I
suppose anybody who reads The Portal if
this opportunity comes again I urge you - do
Mgr Michael Nazir-Ali take it up! The more of us that come together
the more we can have that shared vision of
what we’re called to do as we seek to realise
anglicanorum coetibus.

Raven - Manchester

Finally we spoke with Fr David Waller, our
Vicar General. What was his assessment of
Risen, Ascended, Glorified? “Well, it exceeded
my expectations! People came from North
and South, from East ... continued on page 18Ø
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North Birmingham Group
Jackie Ottaway and Ronald Crane visit St Margaret Mary,
Perry Common, Birmingham

I

t is fair to say that this Group has not had an easy ride. On its fourth home since foundation, it does

appear to have settled down at St Margaret Mary, with an Ordinariate Parish Priest in Fr Simon Ellis, and
Fr Len Cox his assistant, also an Ordinariate priest.
Certainly, the Group is well bedded into parish
life. The Treasurer, Head Server and Sacristan,
another server, two cantors and deputy organist
and the piety stall organiser, are all Ordinariate
members. The Parish is not a large one by
Catholic standards, attracting around 200 at
mass each Sunday; but it is a lively one.

Andrew

moved, we lost people, resulting in our group
being a lot smaller now than it was when we first
started.” She attended the 1100 Divine Worship
mass because it is the Ordinariate’s mass, and
she prefers the rite. She would like the Group to
do more as a group. She is certain that having
a permanent base is essential if the Group is
to have any growth as far as the Ordinariate is
concerned. She is aware of the danger of being
absorbed into the congregation.

St Margaret Mary runs a food bank, a youth
club, a Sycamore Group and a Padre Pio Mass and
Prayer Group and has a large Primary School. The
Gerard Boylan, a Diocesan Catholic, has
congregation is very mixed, white Brummies of
attended St Margaret Mary for 19 years now. He
long standing, second and third generation Irish,
appreciates the care with which the liturgy is
with a large number of Polish and folk of African
Christine Glasgow carried out, the fact that training is being given
descent. All rub along rather well together.
to some of the younger altar servers, and the
Another thing about this Group is that the
music which Divine Worship liturgy affords.
Portal Co-Editor, Ronald, is a member, as is
He said, “There are probably echoes of the Latin
Laura Magson whom many of you will know
liturgy of my childhood buried here also.”
from the Portal Podcast. Many would say
it punches well above its weight. Prior to the
He knows the arrival of the Ordinariate in the
Lockdown, the Parish had a Saturday evening
Parish has provided a welcome boost in both
vigil mass and a Sunday morning mass at 1030. Fr Simon Ellis the numbers and range of people coming to
Both were according to the Novus Ordo. There
Mass. “The dedication of people who have made
was, and is, a Divine Worship mass on Monday
personal sacrifices to follow their conscience
evenings. After Lockdown, the decision was
into Catholicism cannot fail to impress.” He
taken to have three masses each weekend. The
told us that Fathers. Simon and Leonard are
Saturday evening Vigil mass continued, but on
such dedicated priests that a small parish is
Sunday morning there is Novus Ordo at 0930
extremely fortunate to have them. Fr Simon has
and Divine Worship at 1100. Numbers have
been able to access funding which enabled the
returned to more or less their pre-covid state, Gerard Boylan west gallery’s conversion into a usable space, to
if not slightly above. But the rather wonderful
purchase a new organ and to oversee the rething is that the mass with the highest
decoration of the building, He has brought a
attendance is the 1100 Divine Worship. It also
sense of energy to parish life.”
has all ages, both genders, many nationalities,
and with as many as a third of the congregation
He wondered if it might be possible to have
Nora Okeke
under twenty years of age.
an event, advertised in neighbouring parishes
and at Oscott College to hear Ordinariate
The Portal attended the 1100 mass on
members speak on their decisions to become
Trinity Sunday with a congregation of well over
Catholics. Nicola Brown, an Ordinariate
one hundred. Laura Magson is an Ordinariate
‘founder member’, said, “At the beginning of
members and moved to the Parish with the
our journey as an Ordinariate group we were
Ordinariate in 2016. She told us so many moves
not settled, and subsequently some people
meant the Group was never anywhere long Vincent Byrne didn’t make the move to St Margaret Mary
enough to attract any new members. “Every time we when we started worshipping here.

Ø

THE P

RTAL

July 2022

Page 11

future of the Parish. We’re less vulnerable
“In my opinion, having Fr Simon as an
to being amalgamated or closed down.
Ordinariate priest who fully understands
our journey and our Anglican patrimony,
has made it easier to feel integrated in the
He told us that growth was important,
congregation and has therefore made us
both for the Parish and for the Ordinariate.
Nicola (Mum) Joshua and
Terry (Grandad)
feel more ‘at home’. I regularly attend the
“In the same way one would hope, that in
11am Sung Mass according to Divine Worship.
x years’ time people will be able to say, ‘Yes this
It is important to me to have music as part of
is an Ordinariate Parish, and this is what it looks
Mass. I am privileged to sing chants from The
like’.” Fr Simon hopes it might in future look like
Saint Peter’s Gradual. Since the Ordinariate
a minster sort of model with other satellites
group started worshipping at Margaret Mary,
using Divine Worship, doing their pastoral
we have all taken on roles and responsibilities
work in a particular way, having an eye on prewhich support the Mass and the Church, and I Laura Magson reformation Catholicism and also bringing out
believe there is more of a community feel.”
the treasures of great English Anglicanism.
Andrew Holak has been a Catholic from
Fr Simon continued, “It occurred to me at the
birth. “My mother was insistent that we go to
Torquay Conference, experiencing Mgr Nazirmass every Sunday. I have worshipped at St
Ali - that you’ve got to realise that the Catholic
Margaret Mary for over 40 years. I attend the
Church didn’t seem prepared for us coming. You
Virginia
Okeke
1100 mass because I enjoy it, and it provides
might say, “How would they?’ But they seemed
me with spiritual fulfilment; also I enjoy the singing. genuinely shocked that suddenly all these clergy and
“It was refreshing to see the Ordinariate arrive, laity turned up. Well, there should have been ten times
and they seemed to enjoy their conversion. From a more; then they really would have been shocked!
personal point of view, it reinforced one’s own beliefs “Nevertheless, the evangelical question should be
in the Roman Catholic church. The enthusiasm foremost in our imagination, as to what we’re going
the Ordinariate introduced is welcome. The initial to do if they come. Because if we believe there is also
surprise was that our parish priest is married, but that realignment going on of Western Christianity then the
was quickly explained, and has been accepted by all.
Orthodox side will get this growth from here there and
everywhere, including the Michael Nazir-Ali’s of this
Christine Glasgow (another Cradle Catholic) told world. It’s not really about Anglo Catholicism. Maybe
us the Ordinariate had brought fresh blood and the Tudor English and all that stuff is a good reminder
energy into the church. “I think it’s wonderful having that we haven’t just brought Anglo Catholicism into
a married priest and I think the Catholic Church the Catholic Church. The next thing to say is what’s
should allow priests to be married,” she said. She loves going to happen if lapsed Catholics come in or yes,
to see the main Altar being used but has yet to get Evangelical Anglicans or even Lutherans.
used to the language of Divine Worship. Indeed: this
was something mentioned to us by a number of folk.
“I think what we’ve got to aim for is something that
Christine enjoys having the organ playing the music. Bishop John Richardson called Centres of Excellence.
“I think everything, whether it’s a workplace, school People have got to have something to nourish them
or whatever, sometimes you become stale, and this has and no longer use the excuse that we haven’t got the
certainly energised St Margaret Mary.” She has nothing staff or the skills; you’ve got the internet and courses
but praise for Fr Simon.
such as Sycamore. To put that material out there is
not that difficult and when people come together, they
Virginia Okeke said that 11am suits her because it discuss the faith and learn more about it. What I’m
means she does not have to rise so early! “John Richards, saying is, the Catholics that do all this don’t just come
our Ordinariate Head Server has done a good job at the to church, they live the life.”
Altar and Terry (the Ordinariate Treasurer) is wonderful.
Vincent Byrne - another Cradle Catholic - is Organist.
As we left St Margaret Mary, we reflected that although
He said emphatically, “I think it’s important that the it is by no means a perfect Ordinariate Parish, it is
Ordinariate has its own identity, because that was the addressing the correct questions. With Divine Worship
aim of Pope Benedict. I have introduced Anglican at its heart, the enthusiasm of the congregation and the
hymnody and music into an ordinary Catholic parish. Ordinariate members, it does look as if it is going the
It takes time and patience. We met Fr Simon Ellis in his right way. Also, Fr Simon was the second Ordinariate
study. He has been at the church six years now. He says priest to quote Bishop John Richard’s (our dear JR)
that the Ordinariate has brought security to the Parish. remark about centres of excellence. It is beginning to
“By having the Ordinariate here I think we’ve secured the look as if JR was a man before his time.
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News from the Ordinariate
T
S
he Ramsgate - Deal Group - is celebrating a Mass for Our

Lady of Walsingham on Saturday 2nd July at 12 noon at St Augustine’s,
Ramsgate, followed by lunch.

olemn High Mass for St Agatha was celebrated at St
Agatha’s Church, Landport, Portsmouth, was celebrated on Saturday
11th June, at 11am. Music: the little Credo Mass by Mozart. Homily:
Fr David Waller. Strawberries and cream were served after Mass. (The
feast had been transferred from February to June because of the Covid
outbreak earlier in the year.)

Portsmouth

C

oventry Group Regenerate in Christ: Drew Douglas

Simbarashe Pius Reed was baptised and confirmed surrounded by
family and friends at the Coventry Ordinariate Group, during a very
moving Mass. We welcome Drew into the fold of Christ’s Church and as
a member of the Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham. God bless you
Drew.

Coventry

Chichester

Mission During 2021/22 their priest, Fr
Thomas Mason, went to oversee the Darlington Group and Fr Graham
Smith came out of retirement to look after the Mission. Roger Cuff, an
Anglican, was received into the Catholic Church. Fr Simon Chinery has
been appointed as Pastor of the Mission. Mgr Keith Newton visited in
February and admitted Timothy Graham to the Ministry of Acolytre. It is
hoped he will be ordained Deacon this summer. Recently they celebrated
the 101st Birthday of Meriel Wilmot-Wright after our Mass. (It appears
that the only person celebrating is Fr Simon!)

Chichester

St Margaret
he Most
T

Mary, Perry Common, Birmingham: Jubilee
celebrations included this tree planting, and the burial of a time
capsule.
Precious Blood, London Bridge: City Ministry. Now
that the London Congestion Charging zone also operates on Sundays,
it is an expensive hurdle for those who travel to Mass by car. David and
Lesley West have been members of the Ordinariate from its inception and
their solution has been to get an electric car which is exempt from the
Congestion Charge. An added advantage has been that while Petrol and
Diesel prices have rocketed electricity has remained fairly stable. Lesley
and Kathy Kempton are seen here with Fr Christopher Pearson of the
Ordinariate and Parish Church of the Most Precious Blood as he blesses
the car… and all who travel in her!

Birmingham

S

t Anselm, Tunbridge Wells: The blessing of the beer after

confirmation and first communions on Trinity Sunday at St Anselm’s
in Pembury. The saint’s powerful proof of the existence of God used by
an expectant congregation to justify why, since nothing sweeter could be
imagined about the content of a barrel of beer, it must instantly be taken
up and having been blessed, consumed with reverent haste.

London Bridge:

Ordinariate Pilgrimage

to Our Lady of Walsingham
on Saturday 27th August 2022. There are still a few details to finalise.
But Evensong and Benediction at 6.30pm on Friday (26th). There is a
possibility of a mass on the Sunday. However, the important thing for
now, is the Mass at 3pm on 27th. Full details will be announced on the
Podcast, and our FaceBook page as soon as they become available.

Tunbridge Wells
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THIS MONTH’S DEVOTION
Month of The Precious Blood
1
2
3

F Feria (St Oliver Plunkett Bp, M) (The Precious Blood)
S Feria (Our Lady on Saturday)
S X TRINITY 3 (OT 14) (St Thomas)

4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17

M
T
W
T
F
S
S
M
T
W
T
F
S
S

18
19
20

M
T
W

21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

T
F
S
S
M
T
W
T
F
S

31

S

Feria (St Elizabeth of Portugal)
Feria (St Anthony Zaccaria p)
Feria (St Maria Goretti V M)
Feria
Feria
Feria (St Augustine Zhao Rong P & Comp Ms)
X TRINITY 4 (15th OT)
St Benedict (Feast)
Feria (In Wales: St John Jones P, M)
Feria (St Henry)
Feria (St Camillus of Lellis G)
Feria (St Bonaventure B, D) (St Swithun B)
Feria (Our Lady of Mount Carmel) (St Osmund B)
X TRINITY 5 (16th OT)
Feria
Feria
Feria (St Apollinaris B, M)
(St Margaret of Antioch M)
Feria (St Lawrence of Brindisi P, D)
St Mary Magdalen (Feast)
St Bridget of Sweden Rel, Patron of Europe (Feast)
X TRINITY 6 (17th OT)
St James (Feast)
Sts Joachim & Anna, Parents of BVM
Feria
Feria
Sts Mary, Martha & Lazarus
Feria (St Peter Chrysologus B, D)
(Our Lady on Saturday)
X TRINITY 7 (17th OT)
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HOLY FATHER’S INTENTIONS
THE ELDERLY: We pray for the elderly, who represent the roots and
memory of a people; may their experience and wisdom help young
people to look towards the future with hope and responsibility.
The Most Precious Blood, Borough, London
The Revd Jeffrey Woolnough
Your Mission, Group or Parish
(The Church’s Ministry in Prisons & The Church in India)
The Revd Robert White
The Revd Ivan Weston
The Revd Ian Westby
The Revd Franklin Watts
The Revd Anthony Watkins
The Revd Michael Ward
Your Mission, Group or Parish
All Benedictines, especially our Sisters
The Revd David Waller, Our Vicar General
The Revd Edward Tomlinson
The Portal Editorial Board
The Revd John Konstantin Tee
Darlington Ordinariate Group
Your Mission, Group or Parish

G
G
g
G
G
G
G
W
G
G
G
G
G
G

The Revd Andrew Starkie, Dean for the North of England
The Revd David Stafford
The Revd Paul Spilsbury

G
G
G

The Revd Deacon Robert Smith
Sr Jane Loiuse
Europe
Your Mission, Group or Parish
The Rt Revd Mgr Keith Newton, Our Ordinary
The Revd Graham Smith, Grandparents
The Revd Bernard Sixtus
Mgr David Silk
The Revd Neil Scott
The Revd Keith Robinson

G
W
W
G
R
W
G
G
G
G

Your Mission, Group or Parish

G

The Portal

Listen to the Portal Podcast every Saturday
from 6pm at www.portalmag.co.uk

R
G
G

relies on regular donations from
YOU, our readers. Please help us by
making a secure donation through
CAF online. Just point your smart
phone or device on the QR code
and help us continue our work.
Thank you.
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Ordinariate Mass times
Where to find us at prayer in England, Scotland and Wales
Birmingham St Margaret Mary, 59 Perry Gainford, County Durham DL2 3DZ Mass: Sundays:

Common Road, Birmingham B23 7AB Mass: Sunday: 9.30am and 11.30am (Divine Worship); Tues: 10am;
11am (Divine Worship). Contact: Fr Simon Ellis: Fri: 11.45am Sext, 12 noon (Divine Worship).
0121 373 0069 - birmingham@ordinariate.org.uk
Contact: Fr Thomas Mason: 07876 308657 - info@
ordinariate-darlington.co.uk - www.ordinariateBristol St Joseph, Camp Road, Weston-super- darlington.co.uk
Mare BS23 2EN Mass: 2nd Sunday of the month 12
noon (Divine Worship), followed by shared lunch DERBY/NOTTINGHAM Our Lady and
and Benediction at 2:30pm (subject to change in the St Thomas, Nottingham Road, Ilkeston DE7 5RF
summer months) Contact: Deacon James Patrick: Mass: Sat before 1st Sun 6.30pm (Divine Worship),
bristol@ordinariate.org.uk
Thu 9.15am (Divine Worship) St Paul, Lenton
Boulevard, Nottingham NG7 2BY Mass: Sun 6pm
BUCKFAST St Mary’s Abbey, Buckfast TQ11 0EE (Divine Worship). Contact: Fr Andrew Harding
The Ordinariate Mass is not currently being offered at the 01159 325642. Fr Christopher Cann: 01889 569579, Fr
Abbey due to present restrictions. Fr Hellyer is offering the Peter Peterken: 01332 766285, Fr David Jones: 01162
Ordinariate mass in his parish in Plymouth. Contact: 302244 - derby-nottingham@ordinariate.org.uk
Fr Ian Hellyer: 01752 600054 - ian@hellyer.org
Eastbourne Christ the King, 3 Princes
CHELMSFORD Blessed Sacrament, 116 Road, Langney, Eastbourne BN23 6HT Mass:
Melbourne Avenue, Chelmsford CM1 2DU Mass: Sun 4pm, Thur 7pm (both Divine Worship)
Sunday: 9.30am and 11.30am, (on 1st Sunday of Contact: Fr Neil Chatfield: 07718 123304 - neil.
the month, specifically Ordinariate), also on Mon chatfield@eastbourneordinariate.org.ukwww.
to Sat at 9.15am with RC community Contact: eastbourneordinariate.org.uk
chelmsford@ordinariate.org.uk
FOLKESTONE/DOVER St Paul’s, 103 Maison
CHICHESTER St Richard, Cawley Road Dieu Road, Dover CT16 1RU Mass: Sunday: 11.30am
Chichester PO19 1XB Mass: Saturday 4.15pm (with parish) Contact: Fr James Houghton (Divine Worship) Contact: Fr Simon Chinery: folkestone@ordinariate.org.uk
07971 523008 - chichester@ordinariate.org.uk
HARLOW The Assumption of Our Lady,
CORNWALL St Augustine of Hippo, St Austell, Mulberry Green, Old Harlow, Essex CM17 0HA
PL25 4RA Mass: Sunday: 5pm, also on Wed 7pm Mass: Sunday: 10am and 6pm (Divine Worship
Contact: Fr David Lashbrooke: 07427 107304 - 1st Sun), Wed 10am (Divine Worship). Check
cornwall@ordinariate.org.uk
bulletin at www.catholicchurchoftheassumption.co.uk
or Contact: Fr John Corbyn: 01279 434203 COVENTRY The Precious Blood of Our john.corbyn@btinternet.com
Lord Jesus Christ & All Souls, Kingsland
Avenue, Earlsdon, Coventry CV5 8DX Mass: HEMEL HEMPSTEAD St Mark’s, Hollybush
Sundays 11.15am, Mon-Wed 9.30am, Thu 7.30pm, Lane, Hemel Hempstead HP1 2PH Mass: Sunday:
Fri 7.30am, Sat 9.30am - all Masses currently live 9.30am, Wed: 7pm Contact: hemel.hempstead@
streamed Contact: Fr Paul Burch: 02476 674161 ordinariate.org.uk
- paul.burch@ordinariate.org.uk
ISLE OF WIGHT St Thomas of Canterbury,
Croydon At the moment the Croydon Group Terminus Road, Cowes PO31 7TJ MASS: (Divine
does not have any Ordinariate Masses, but it is Worship) for details, CONTACT: Fr Jonathan Redvers
hoped that they might begin again soon - for further Harris: 01983 292739 - frjonathanrh@btinternet.com
information Contact: Jackie Brooks: 0208 777
6426 - jaxprint@btinternet.com
LONDON Central Our Lady of the
Assumption and St Gregory, Warwick Street,
Darlington St Osmund, Main Road, London W1B 5LZ (Nearest tube: Piccadilly) Mass:

Ø
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Sunday: 10.30am Solemn Mass with choir, Weekdays:
8am and 12.45pm (all Divine Worship), Sat 6pm
(Novus Ordo), Feasts and Solemnities as advertised.
Contact: Fr Mark Elliott-Smith 07815 320761 markelliottsmith@rcdow.org.uk

LONDON

Leytonstone

Page 15

PLYMOUTH St Edward the Confessor, Home
Park Avenue, Peverell, Plymouth PL3 4PG MASS: Sunday
11.30pm, Fri 12 noon (both Divine Worship) Contact:
Fr Ian Hellyer: 01752 600054 - ian@hellyer.org

RAMSGATE Shrine of St Augustine, St
St John Augustine’s Road CT11 9PA MASS: Sunday 5pm

Vianney, 1 Stoneleigh Road, Clayhall, Ilford IG5 (Divine Worship), followed by refreshments

0JB MASS: Sunday: 9am, 10am, 4.30pm Adoration, Contact: Fr Simon Heans: 07305317642 - office@
5pm (Divine Worship), Daily: 8.30am Adoration, augustineshrine.co.uk
9am Mass, 5.30pm Evening Prayer. CONTACT:
Fr Rob Page: 020 8550 4540 - vianney.clayhall@ PORTSMOUTH St Agatha, Cascades Approach,
btinternet.com
Portsmouth PO1 4RJ MASS: Sunday 11am (Solemn),
Mon, Fri (Requiem) and Sat 11am Contact: info@
LONDON South
Most Precious stagathaschurch.co.uk - www.stagathaschurch.co.uk
Blood, O’Meara Street, The Borough, London
SE1 1TE Mass: Sunday: 9.30am, 11am; Tues- READING St James, Abbey Ruins, Forbury Road,
Fri 12.35pm, Thur (term time) 6.30pm (Divine Reading, Berkshire RG1 3HW (next to old Reading Gaol)
Worship); Sat 10am (Divine Worship); Holy Mass: Sunday: 9.15am. Contact: Fr David Elliott:
Days: 6.30pm (Divine Worship); Evensong: 07973 241424 - reading@ordinariate.org.uk
Thur 6pm (term time); Confessions: Tues-Fri 12
St Osmund, Exeter Street,
noon Contact: Fr Christopher Pearson 0207 SALISBURY
Mass: Sunday: 12 noon,
407 3951 - parish@preciousblood.org.uk - www. Salisbury SP1 2SF
Wed: 7pm. Contact: Fr Jonathan Creer: 07724
preciousblood.org.uk
896579 - jonathan.creer@hotmail.co.uk - www.
LONDON WALTHAMSTOW Christ the salisburycatholics.org/ordinariate
King, 455 Chingford Road, Chingford, E4 8SP Mass:
Sunday: 11am Contact: Fr David Waller: 020 8527 Southend St Peter’s Eastwood, 59 Eastwood
4519 - walthamstow.south@ordinariate.org.uk
Road North, Leigh on Sea SS9 4BX Mass: Sunday:
9am, 10.30am, Mon 7pm, Tues 9.30am, Wed
MAIDSTONE St Mary, Nettlestead, Maidstone 9.30am, Thur 11am, Fri 9.30am, Sat 10am (Divine
ME18 5HA Mass: Sunday 9.30am. Contact: Fr Worship) and 5.30pm (Vigil) Contact: Fr Jeffrey
Alastair Ferguson: 01892 838230 - 07887 925356 Woolnough (Group Pastor): 01702 525323, 07956
alastair.ferguson@ordinariate.org.uk
801381 - fatherjeffw@gmail.com, Fr Bob White:
01268 543910 - pilgrimclub@waitrose.com, Dcn
Manchester St Margaret Mary, St Margaret’s Richard Cerson: 07910 388795 - rcerson@gmail.com
Road, New Moston M40 0JE Mass: Sunday: 10.30am - www.stpetereastwood.org - www.jeffwoolnougholw.
(Divine Worship) Mass during the week: please blogspot.co.uk
check the Sunday notices on the website Contact:
Fr Andrew Starkie: 0161 681 1651 - manchester@ TorbaY The Parish of Our Lady of
Walsingham with St Cuthbert Mayne, Old
ordinariate.org.uk - www.ordinariatemcr.com
Mill Road (junc of Ashfield Road), Chelston TQ2
NORTHAMPTON Our Lady of the Sacred 6HJ Mass: Sunday: 10am, Mon: 12 noon, Tues:
Heart, 82 Knox Road, Wellingborough NN8 1JA 6.30pm, Wed: 10am, Thurs: 10am, Fri: (Adoration
Mass: First Saturday of the month: 6pm (Sung Mass) 5.30pm) 6.30pm, Sat: 10am (All Divine Worship)
Contact: Mgr John Broadhurst: 01933 674614 - Contact: Fr David Lashbrooke: 07427 107304
frjohnbroadhurst@btinternet.com
- david.lashbrooke@ordinariate.org.uk www.
ourladytofwalsingham.online
OXFORD Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford
OX1 4LD Mass: Saturday (of Sunday) 5pm (Divine WALSINGHAM The Annunciation, Friday Market,
Worship), Sunday 11.15pm, Wed 9am, Thu 7.30pm Walsingham NR22 6AL Mass: 1st Sunday: 2pm (Nov(Divine Worship), 8pm Adoration & Confessions, Mar), 3pm (Apr-Oct) (Divine Worship) Contact:
9.40pm Compline and Benediction, Fri 12.30pm Fr Gordon Adam: 01553 777428 - gordonadam1962@
(Latin), Sat 9am Contact: Fr Daniel Lloyd: 01865 btinternet.com Dcn Shaun Morrison: 07880 600094 437066 - daniel.lloyd@ordinariate.org.uk
shaunmorrison1975@btinternet.com

Ø
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SCOTLAND - www.ordinariate.scot
10.30am (Divine Worship), Sat 5pm (with parish)
Edinburgh St Columba, 9 Upper Gray St, Contact: Fr Simon Beveridge: 01988 850786 -

Edinburgh EH9 1SN Mass: 2nd Sunday: 11.30am whithorn@ordinariate.scot
(Divine Worship) Contact: Fr Len Black: 01463
235597 - fr.len@ordinariate.scot
NAIRN St Mary, 7 Academy Street, Nairn IV12
4RJ Mass: 1st Mon 10am (Divine Worship)
INVERNESS Royal Northern Infirmary Contact: Fr Cameron Macdonald: 01667 453867 Chapel, Ness Walk, Inverness IV3 5SF Mass: Sunday: nairn@ordinariate.scot
11am (Divine Worship) Oratory of St Joseph, 49
Laurel Avenue, Inverness IV3 5RR MASS: Tues, Wales: South East Ss Basil & Gwladys,
Wed, Thurs, Fri, Sat and Feast Days: Tregwilym Road, Rogerstone, Newport NP10 9DW (from
11.15am (all Divine Worship) - please check times 12th September - see website) Mass: Sunday: 11am
at: www.ordinariate.scot Contact: Fr Len Black: (Divine Worship) Contact: Fr Bernard Sixtus:
01463 235597 - fr.len@ordinariate.scot
02920 362599 or 07720 272137 - wales@ordinariate.
org.uk - www.ordinariate.org.uk/groups/wales-se.php
Whithorn St Martin and St Ninian, George
Street, Whithorn DG8 8PZ Mass: Wednesday:

Please help us keep these pages up to date by letting us know of any changes you know of . . .
please email: info@portalmag.co.uk

The Ordinary’s Diary – July 2022
The Ordinary:
The Rt Revd Mgr Keith Newton
The Presbytery, 24 Golden Square, London W1F 9JR
Tel: 020 7440 5750
Email: keith.newton@ordinariate.org.uk
Website: www.ordinariate.org.uk
2nd 11.00am Ordination of Carl Watson to the diaconate by the Bishop of
Hexham and Newcastle, St Joseph’s, St Paul’s Road,
		
Hartlepool TS26 9EY
3rd 11.30am Mass St Osmond’s, Gainford DL2 3DE
5th 1.30pm

Finance Council, 24 Golden Square, London W1F 9JR

12th 1.30pm
		

Trustees and Governing Council, 24 Golden Square,
London W1F 9JR

17th 11.00am Mass. St Agatha’s, Portsmouth PO1 4RL
2.00pm
		

Ordination to the Diaconate of Dr Timothy Graham.
St Agatha’s, Portsmouth PO1 4RL

		

The OrdinarIATE Deans
South East & Scotland
Fr David Waller, V.G.

The South West & Wales
Fr David Lashbrooke

Midlands & the North
Fr Andrew Starkie

Telephone: 02085 274519
david.waller@ordinariate.org.uk

Telephone: 01803 391703
david.lashbrooke@ordinariate.org.uk

Telephone: 0161 681 1651
andrew.starkie@ordinariate.org.uk
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Bulletin on Divine Worship
A quarterly publication for our clergy
and those interested in liturgy.
It is intended to help, guide and plan
the liturgical life of Ordinariate parishes
and communities.
Find it at
www.ordinariate.org.uk
> NEWS > Bulletin
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Fr Michael Halsall writes:

Most Precious Blood
of Our Lord
“

Thou hast redeemed us, O Lord, in thy Blood, out of every tribe and tongue, and people and
nation, and hast made us to our God a kingdom”

So reads the Introit for the Feast of the Most Precious
Blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ, and July is the month
of the Precious Blood, the feast of its name being
celebrated on the 1st July. This devotion was propagated
by Blessed Caspar Buffalo, who died in Rome on the
28th December 1837, and was instituted in 1849 by
Pius IX, but the devotion is as old as Christianity itself.
The early Fathers say that the Church was born from
the pierced side of Christ, and that the sacraments
were brought forth through His Blood.

participate in it. When/where blood flows there is life:
when/where there is no pulse, there is death.

One of the earliest documents of the Church – The
Didache (c.90AD) – makes explicit reference to the
worship of the Precious Blood: “First, concerning
the cup. We thank thee, our Father, for the holy vine,
David thy Son, which thou hast made known unto us
through Jesus Christ thy Son; to thee be the glory for
ever”. This simple invocation is set in the context of
the language of sacrifice: ““In every place and time
let there be offered to me a clean sacrifice. for I am a
great king,” says the Lord, “and my name is wonderful
among the gentiles” (para 14:1-2).

Pope Benedict in his Apostolic Visit to the UK in
September 2010, urged us to, “reflect on the mystery
of the Precious Blood. For that mystery leads us to see
the unity between Christ’s sacrifice on the Cross, the
Eucharistic sacrifice which he has given to his Church,
and his eternal priesthood, whereby, seated at the right
hand of the Father, he makes unceasing intercession
for us, the members of his mystical body”.

Devotion to the Precious Blood is hard to come by in
the Church today, though there is a beautiful Litany to
be found online. The revival of what used to be known
collectively as ‘devotions’ is ripe for renewal. In order
to restore Catholic culture in our churches, homes,
and schools … and even workplaces, then a genuine
devotion to Jesus through this feast gives a wonderful
opportunity to consider how we might voice in prayer
As we adore the Sacred Heart, because it is the and catechesis the eventual restoration of the chalice
Heart of Jesus who is God, so we adore the Most and Precious Blood to the laity.
Precious Blood. The Blood of Jesus is the fountain
of salvation: each drop that flowed from the wounds
For many ‘cradle Catholics’, communion in one
of the Saviour is a pledge of man’s eternal salvation. kind is not such a big deal, but for members of the
All races of the earth have been ransomed, and all Ordinariates who are used to receiving in both kinds,
individuals, who will allow the saving power of the the denial of the Precious Blood at mass is still felt
Sacred Blood to be applied to their soul, are heirs of as a grievous loss. Many of us priests will have been
heaven. St John Chrysostom calls the Precious Blood, asked, “Father when are we getting the wine back?”
“the saviour of souls”; St Thomas Aquinas, “the key to And there is the opportunity for catechesis and
heaven’s treasures”; St Ambrose, “pure gold of ineffable devotion to the Precious Blood, so as to lead the
worth”; St Mary Magdalene de Pazzi, “a magnet of faithful to a better participation in the mysteries of our
souls and pledge of eternal life”.
redemption.

It was in this fraternal address that he used the
phrase of St J H Newman – Heart Speaks Unto Heart –
as we rejoice together in the love of Christ and in our
A generation later, St Irenaeus of Lyons makes the common profession of the Catholic faith which comes
connection even stronger: “He has declared the cup, to us from the Apostles.
a part of creation, to be his own blood, from which
Fr Halsall is Vicar for Vocations and a
He causes our blood to flow” (Against Heresies, 5:2:23). The Precious Blood of Christ, shed for us on
lecturer in Philosophy Allen Hall Seminary
Calvary, is made present to us through the Eucharistic
frmichaelhalsall@gmail.com
consecration, such that we have life each time we
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Torbay ... continued from page 9

and West to spend forty-eight hours together
in Worship, Reflection and Socialising.
The people of Torbay were fantastic hosts,
and we were able to see a dedication and
commitment which is an example to us all. It
was great to get priests and laity together with
no agenda other than living the common life
of the people of God.

Page 18
I sensed a recovery of the overwhelming
excitement we all had eleven years ago. There
is a clear wish for more events like this and
they will happen.

The whole thing was a high
point, because there was a
tangible sense in which it went
beyond being a human endeavour
and became a work of God. As we
met together and prayed and ate
and exchanged stories, I became
more and more aware that this
was Holy Ground: that we were
living the life of God’s Church
and that he was truly pouring
out his grace upon us. “I was not
aware of any low points. How
could there be with Our Lord so
obviously at work among us?

“This was the first time we had organised
something over a few days, which was nonresidential. This was a success and is quite
Fr David Waller
liberating for the Ordinariate.
We did not have to arrange
and allocate accommodation
and thus we did not have
the responsibility of upfront
deposits and so on, which we
simply cannot afford. This model
means we could potentially
gather interested people either
nationally or regionally either
for general or very specific
Hard at work in the kitchen
events. I think we will see this
develop significantly over the
next couple of years - it helps
to build up a common life in a
jurisdiction which covers such
distances.

We asked: Where does the
event leave us for the immediate
future, the medium term future,
and the long term future? The
Vicar General responded, “Well,
firstly, it has generated a lot of
confidence. The Ordinariate is
a work of God. It is alive, and
we are blessed to be members.

“The long term is very much
in God’s hands. We have existed
only for a very short time. But
I think we can see already that
God is at work in our midst
and will guide us as we embed
the vision of Anglicanorum
Coetibus, set out in Our Calling
and Our Mission.

Being addressed by our Ordinary

Our Ordinary

More photographs on page 23
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Our window on the CofE
The Revd Paul Benfield

They came

from all over the Northwest. They came from Yorkshire. They came from Birmingham.
And they came from Norfolk bringing with them the image of Our Lady of Walsingham to Blackburn
for a Walsingham Festival.
At noon the image entered the Cathedral,
accompanied by Guardians and escorted by Sea Scouts
from Fleetwood, where a large congregation including
the High Sheriff of Lancashire and a Deputy Lieutenant
of the County were ready to greet her. The Bishops of
Blackburn and Lancaster were there in convocation
robes. The Dean and Precentor were there in copes.

by John Mason to the tune Coe Fen by Kenneth
Naylor. This brought back more memories for me
as I used to cross Coe Fen in Cambridge on the way
to school. Ken Naylor was the Head of Music at the
adjacent Leys School, and he used to conduct the
combined school choirs of Cambridge in works such
as Vaughan Williams’ Sea Symphony which I sang
with Norman Bailey.

The angelus was sung, led by the Administrator of the
During the hymn the Sacrament was brought to the
Shrine, and then began the procession led by priests
associate. Bishop Philip North, the Bishop of Burnley, altar and after the customary hymns Benediction was
Master of the Guardians, presided at mass and the given by Bishop Philip. We left tired but happy.
preacher was Fr Carl Schaefer, Vicar of Goldthorpe
This was not the only such Walsingham Festival –
and Hickleton and Master of the Society of the Holy
one had already taken place in Exeter and there is to be
Cross.
one in Durham in October. These are just three of the
He spoke of signs, beginning with the signs on the many activities taking place as traditional Catholics in
outer doors of the Cathedral. These are the arms of the the Church of England get back into full swing after
diocese – the red rose of Lancashire and the crossed the pandemic years.
keys of St Peter of the Province of York – and the
The National Pilgrimage to Walsingham took place
pierced heart of Mary for the Cathedral Church of St
at the beginning of May and there have been annual
Mary the Virgin.
festivals for the Society of Mary, the Society for the
Music for the mass was led by the Cathedral Youth Maintenance of the Faith and the Confraternity of the
Choir and the Beecham Singers from Rossall School Blessed Sacrament.
at Fleetwood. It included Richard Shephard’s Song
Even more encouraging is the fact that traditional
of Mary, a metrical paraphrase of the Magnificat by
Mary Holtby, wife of Robert Holtby who was Dean of Catholics are being ordained. Over the Summer there
Chichester when I was at the Theological College there. will be 15 traditional Catholic deacons ordained
It had poignant memories for me as the composer and 13 traditional Catholic priests ordained, serving
Richard Shephard, who died last year, was my cousin. throughout the country from Portsmouth to
Northumberland. The Society parishes and priests are
After mass there was an excellent lecture by the Revd flourishing!
Dr Tom Woolford, Vicar of New Longton, on Mary
and the Reformers which I hope will be published
soon. It is a pity that the Bishop of Blackburn, a
To holy people the very
Conservative Evangelical, did not stay as he might
name of Jesus is a name to
have learnt something!
After lunch we had sprinkling and the healing
ministries of the laying on of hands and anointing.
This was followed by Choral Evensong sung by the
Cathedral Choir, the anthem being Salve Regina by
Francois Couperin.
The final hymn was ‘How shall I sing that Majesty’

‘

feed upon, a name to transport.
His name can raise the dead
and transfigure and
beautify the living..

’
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Aid to the Church in Need

Priest speaks
out against latest
massacre in Nigeria
Fionn Shiner

On 5th June,

during Mass on Pentecost Sunday, gunmen attacked St Francis Xavier Church,
Owo, Ondo State, killing more than 40 people. The associate pastor at the church, who was finishing
saying Mass when the attack started, Father Andrew Adeniyi Abayomi, has given a first-hand account of the
massacre, describing how he tried to save his parishioners.
Speaking to Catholic charity Aid to the Church in
Need (ACN), Father Abayomi said, “I stood there in
shock, wondering what was going on, when someone
ran to me, yelling: ‘Father, unknown gunmen!’ At that
point, I did not fear for my life, rather, I was thinking
how to save my parishioners. Some of them summoned
the courage to lock the entrance door. I urged people
to move through the sanctuary into the sacristy. Some
of the parishioners escaped through there.”
Father Abayomi’s priority was
the safety of his parishioners, with
children and adults flocking to him
for support. He said, “I remained
in the inner part of the sacristy. I
could not run as I was surrounded
by children, while some adults
clung to me, some even inside my
chasuble. I shielded them just as a
hen shields her chicks.

Aftermath of terrorist attack on St Francis Xavier Church,
Owo, Ondo state

Belt. It is a serious development, and
Father Abayomi explained that reports
have suggested this is likely to become
more commonplace.
He said, “We have been hearing that
militant groups are mobilising people
in the south-west and other parts of the
country. We cannot ascertain the tribe,
the race, or the group the attackers
belong to.”

“I heard the voices of my
parishioners: ‘Father, please save
Fr Andrew Adeniyi Abayomi
us; Father, pray!’ I encouraged them
and calmed them, and said they should not worry, that
Yet, despite the constant attacks, Father Abayomi
I was praying, and that God would do something. I
heard three or four explosions, one after the other. The said that his parishioners were resolute in the face of
whole attack was well planned and lasted about 20-25 the persecution. He said, “From my encounter with
parishioners, I have not seen a loss of faith, but a
minutes.”
strengthening. They are ready and willing to remain
Such attacks on churches are common in Nigeria, steadfast. I keep praying for them, every day, and Mass
and on 19th June, terrorists in Kaduna State attacked is being offered for the intentions of those still in the
a church in Roboh village, Kajura LGA, killing three hospital, to aid their quick recovery.”
and abducting 36. However, the attack on St Francis
Fionn Shiner is Parliamentary and Press Officer
Xavier was unusual as the church is in south-west
for Aid to the Church in Need - www.acnuk.org
Nigeria where attacks are a lot rarer, with most of the
contact: acn@acnuk.org or call 020 8642 8668
fighting concentrated in the north and the Middle
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The Joyful Apostle
Fr Peter Conley

John Henry

Newman, in his ‘Fragment of a Life of St Philip’, has left us an unexpected (and often
overlooked) hermeneutic key to unlock the nature of holiness in both canonised saints and those in the
making – including with our benefit and hindsight – himself.
…a saint’s life may often have in it things not
directly and immediately spiritual. To find a
saint sitting down to cards, or reading a heathen
author, or listening to music or taking snuff,
is often a relief and an encouragement to the
reader, as convincing him that grace does not
supersede nature, and that as he is reading of
a child of Adam and his own brother, and he
is drawn up to his pattern and guide while he
sees that pattern can descend to him; whereas
that shadowy paper-Saint, as I may call it,
bloodless, ideality which may be set up in the
mind from the exclusive perusal of a roll of
unconnected details, may, from the weakness of
our hearts, chill us unduly, lead [us] to shrink
from the Saints and to despond about ourselves.
(Newman’s Oratory Papers, p.258-259).
Partly ‘tongue in cheek’, Newman makes serious
points about the importance of human details, as well
as a person’s good works, being made an intrinsic part
of official, contemporary, canonisation accounts. They
would help bring a Saint closer to us. He would, he
laments, like to know much more about the practical
spirituality and fun-filled, earth-grounded humour, of
St Philip than is recorded.
Those commenting on Neri’s life highlight his
capacity for spontaneous practical jokes and witty
repartee. His preaching was inspired by Dominican
street evangelists, like Savonarola, who emphasised the
importance of conversion, and the role of scripture, in
dramatic style. Philip learned the art of communication,
in the public spaces, amongst passers-by, merchants,
warehouse workers, and traders. He imitated the
ardour and child-like simplicity of Blessed Colombini
and the story of a Priest called Piovano Arlotto, known
for his generosity and ability to engender laughter, was
one of Neri’s favourite books (Turks, P, The Fire of Joy,
p.4; 6-7; 11).
Philip realised that the way to a person’s heart was by
beginning with normal discourse of daily life before,
by God’s grace, taking them to a different place they
might find challenging. Then, return them to the
familiar with renewed new eyes.

Sometimes known as the ‘Columbus of the
catacombs’, Neri, during his period living a hermitlike existence in Rome, meticulously explored the
graves of the martyrs of the early Church, in order
to pray with the communion of saints for a deeper
relationship with the Lord they had given their lives
for. This was no morbid preoccupation. It helped
form, within his being, a wellspring of unquenchable
joy. Philip’s desire for Christ eventually led him to have
a ‘Pentecost’ spiritual experience, which manifested
itself as an ‘inner burning’. He interpreted this as
the purifying love of God. It made him focus on
disciplined living and the sacraments of reconciliation
and the Eucharist as the means of growing in the love
of God and neighbour.
As John Paul II concludes:
May St Philip, a man lovable and generous,
holy, chaste and humble, an apostle both active
and contemplative; may he remain the constant
model for the members of the Congregation
of the Oratory. He transmits to all Oratorians
a programme and a life style which still
retains today a special relevance. The so-called
quadrilateral – humility, charity, prayer and
joy – remains always a most solid foundation on
which to erect the internal structure of one’s own
spiritual life.

Forms of words for Making a Bequest
in favour of the Personal Ordinariate
of Our Lady of Walsingham in your Will
I GIVE to the Ordinariate of Our Lady
of Walsingham, 24 Golden Square, London
W1F 9JR, the sum of ______ pounds (£
) and
I DIRECT that the receipt of the Treasurer or other
proper officer of the Personal Ordinariate of Our
Lady of Walsingham shall be good and sufficient
discharge to my Executor.
or
I GIVE the residue of my estate to the
Ordinariate
of
Our
Lady
of
Walsingham, 24 Golden Square, London W1F
9JR, and I DIRECT that the receipt of the Treasurer
or other proper officer of the Personal Ordinariate
of Our Lady of Walsingham shall be good and
sufficient discharge to my Executor.
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THE PERSONAL ORDINARIATE OF
OUR LADY OF WALSINGHAM
NORTHERN FESTIVAL
SATURDAY 9 JULY 2022

12 noon Mass
Sermon: Fr Paul Burch
followed by lunch
4pm Choral Evensong
& Benediction
St Margaret Mary’s Catholic Church
New Moston, Manchester M40 0JE
ordinariatemcr.com
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Letters to the Editor
outrage, anger and horror
The Portal was right not to express “outrage,
anger and horror” at the government scheme to send
migrants to Rwanda.

The issue, like all political issues, needs to be
considered calmly and with full attention to the
likely consequences, and to the complex interaction
between migration, demography, and culture.
The idea that charity should be indiscriminate and
immediate is not the only Christian approach: it is
equally Christian to discriminate and to focus on the
long term.
St Paul tells us to do good to all men and especially

to those of the household of faith: is it better to spend
limited funds on supporting non-Christians trying to
migrate to the UK, or on supporting Christians trying
to survive persecution?
The Catholic, Orthodox, and Nestorian churches
have two millennia of experience of dealing with the
effects of migration: have we tried to learn from that
experience?

David J Critchley
Via e-mail

The views expressed in these letters are not necessarily those of the Editors
Letters for publication should be sent to:
The Editors, The Portal, 56 Woodlands Farm Road,
Birmingham B24 0PG
editors@portalmag.co.uk

More photographs from Risen, Ascended, Glorified

Afternoon Tea

Mass

Mgr Michael in full flow

Praying

Musicians
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You can help restore
the monastery of San
Benedetto in Monte the birthplace of Saint
Benedict himself by purchasing the
exceptional beer
brewed by the monks.
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Enjoy these beers as you celebrate feast days
or with a gathering of friends knowing you
are supporting the ongoing establishment of a
spiritual oasis built to last a thousand years.
Birra Nursia flows from the deep brewing heritage
of western monasticism. Originally crafted to suit
the rich culinary traditions of Umbria it is best
enjoyed alongside delicious meats, cheeses and
mushroom infused dishes.
Find out more about the beers and the monastery
at www.monasticorder.co.uk where Birra Nursia
is now available for the first time in the UK.

Please drink wisely, exercising the virtue that Saint Benedict would have encouraged.

