THE P

R TAL

The Portal is the monthly review of the Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham
June 2022

THE P

RTAL

is the monthly review of the Ordinariate of Our Lady of Walsingham

June 2022

Volume 12 Issue 138

Contents
Page 3
Page 4
Page 5
Page 6
Page 7
Page 7
Page 9

Portal Comment – Will Burton reflects
“Alive to the World” – Joanna Bogle
Church and State – Snapdragon
May Devotions at Monks Kirby – Fr Matthew Pittam
Sacred hearts and minds – Fr Michael Halsall
Caption Competition
The Platinum Jubilee of HM Queen Elizabeth II

			

– Jackie Ottaway and Ronald Crane

News from the Ordinariate – around the UK
Page 13 Calendar and Prayer Intentions
Page 14 Finding us at prayer – in England, Scotland and Wales
Page 16 The Ordinary’s Diary
Page 17 Benedict XVI: A Life – Reviewed by Fr Simon Ellis
Page 18 A Collection of CR Sermons
			 – Reviewed by Fr John Greatbatch
Page 19 A step forward – Jackie Ottaway and Ronald Crane
Page 21 Aid to the Church in Need – Fionn Shiner
Page 22 Pluscarden Abbey links – Fr Len Black
Page 23 Newman, creation & grace – Fr Peter Conley
Page 23 Letter to the Editor
Page 12

THE P

RTAL

Registered Address: 56 Woodlands Farm Road, Birmingham B24 0PG

www.portalmag.co.uk

Co-Editors: Ronald Crane, Jackie Ottaway - editors@portalmag.co.uk
Editorial Board: David Chapman, Gill James, Cheryl Pittuck,
Ian O’Hara (Podcast Editor), Fr Matthew Pittam, Cyril Wood
Advisors: Fr Neil Chatfield, Fr Aidan Nichols OP, Fr Mark Woodruff
The views expressed in The Portal are not necessarily those of the Editors or the Ordinariate

THE P

RTAL

June 2022

Page 3

Portal Comment
Return to the
Sunday Obligation
Will Burton welcomes the invitation

T

he announcement by the Bishops of England and Wales to “invite” all Catholics to return to

Sunday Mass, as well as on those other important “Holy Days”, is a welcome one.

There are those who thought to suspend this
invitation during the pandemic was a mistake. They felt
it could have been modified to allow “live streaming”
as a fulfilment of our obligation. A recognition would
have been required for those without internet access,
or a smart ‘phone, who would be unable to use this
modification.
Whatever we think about this, it is past. The Bishops
have now invited all Catholics to return to the Altar on
Sundays and Holy Days. We rejoice in this invitation.
It set me thinking about my own attendance at Mass.
I am confident that - with the exception of attending
mass via “live streaming” during the Covid crisis - I
have not missed a Sunday or Holy Day mass since
becoming a Catholic. As to the time prior to that, as
a member of the CofE, I have not missed Sunday or
Holy Day Church since my sixteenth birthday. Indeed
talking this over with my wife, Sunday is not Sunday
without church - or mass - for Catholics.

They reaffirm the fact that: “Virtual viewing” of Mass
online does not fulfil the Sunday Obligation. It may,
however, be a source of continual spiritual comfort to
those who cannot attend Mass in person..
The important of assistance at Sunday and Holy Day
mass can hardly be overemphasised. I say “assistance”
because at mass the laity are not merely spectators or
on-lookers. The priest (or bishop) has his part to play,
as does the deacon if there is one; but the laity have a
part to play in the mass as well.
Some parts are reserved for priest, for deacon, and for
the laity. It is a collective action, all centred upon the
Altar and the Eucharistic species; the Body and Blood
of our Blessed Lord, Risen, Ascended, and Glorified.
The sacrifice of the mass, is the once for all sacrifice
of Our Lord upon the cross. It is indeed our privilege
and duty to assist at mass. One could go further and
declare that it is our Baptismal duty so to do.

In their statement, the bishops make the valid
In their statement, the Bishops of England and Wales point that the Eucharist gives the church her identity.
make a number of rather important points. None Use of the word ‘church’ brings to mind those other
more so than their assertion that: our fundamental words “the Body of Christ” that have three different,
Christian duty is to worship God by participating in the but interrelated meanings. They refer, of course, to
celebration of Mass. Attending Mass on Sundays and Our Lord’s physical body while he was here on earth.
Holy Days is the greatest of all privileges, sometimes They also refer to the Body of Christ offered under
referred to as “the Sunday Obligation.”
the guise of bread at Eucharist and received in Holy
Communion. But they are also used to describe the
The Bishops recognise that there will be those who, church herself. The church is His body, and we are the
for various reasons, are unable to return to Sunday members of the body.
mass. They reassure us that:
Thus: to be present at mass each and every Sunday
It has always been the understanding of the Church and Holy Day is no mere choice. For the Catholic it is
that when the freedom of any Catholic to attend Mass the very heart of what it is to be Catholic. It is our joy,
in person is impeded for a serious reason, because our duty, our obligation.
of situations such as ill health, care for the sick or
legitimate fear, this is not a breach of the Sunday
Thank God that the bishops of England and Wales,
Obligation.
have restored this great privilege in such unequivocal
terms.
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Joanna Bogle

There is

a lot of controversy today about education in
human relationships. Most people have opinions on the
subject – about what should (and shouldn’t) be taught in schools,
and how. But there is less creative discussion about practical ideas –
this is what is really needed. Here is one project.

Do you know about Alive to the World? It’s an excellent
programme of values education which supports
relationships, sexual and health education in a childcentred way. It has proved popular in schools and
with parents. Its back-story is of interest: it began in a
troubled district in Latin America, and was instrumental
in turning around a problem school, and giving children
opportunities to form strong friendships and learn to
work together.

Auntie Jo a n

“Alive to the
World”

na

wri tes

herself the mother
of four, and a talented writer (we share a publisher!).
She is also a longstanding friend. We recently had a gettogether near Westminster Cathedral – her sons have
been choristers there – and after catching up on family
news she updated me on how the project is going.

She is upbeat - and busy. Two overseas trips planned,
in response to invitations to tell schools about the
project. But there is a real need to get it all better known
The resources start with material for very young in Britain.
children, and work through the whole of primary and
secondary school. The books follow a story line in which
“Everyone knows that a good conversation between
the main characters have various adventures and engage pupils, parents, and teachers is important when it comes
with the reader in an attractive and lively way.
to education in human relationships. This programme
enables this to happen. It has proved popular in schools
The primary schools books begin with “Getting – the key thing now is to get it better known.”
to know myself ” and go on to “Happy and Healthy”
“Growing Together” and “We are a team”. They are
Many readers of The Portal are school governors,
attractively presented and children enjoy the stories and teachers, school chaplains, or involved with
Confirmation groups and other youth work. Alive to the
identify with the characters.
World works well for an after-school group as well as for
The series works for both faith-based and secular more structured work within the formal syllabus. It is
schools. Judith Nemeth, a head teacher and executive adaptable, too, for home use.
director of The Values Foundation, has given it her warm
Interested? You can contact Louise at info@
support: “The modern world in which we live creates
more opportunities than ever to explore the world but alivetotheworld.co.uk - and incidentally she would be a
good guest speaker at a group, formal or informal.
fewer to explore relationships.
As a result, children not only lack some interpersonal
skills that previous generations took for granted, but
they also do not realise the impact of their behaviour
on others. Alive to the World teaches about relationships
what children used to absorb by osmosis, in a charming
and child-friendly way that is accessible for all children
whatever their background. This part of their education
has become essential and will enable the next generation
to learn, practise and retain these lessons for life that
represent fundamental human values.”
Promoter of the project in Britain is Louise Kirk,

You are invited to join the

Rosary Fellowship
For full details and an application form
please contact Barry Barnes at:
rosaryfellowship@yahoo.com
01328 853015
Please could clergy bring this initiative to the attention of any of
your people who do not have access to this publication

RTAL

Snapd
ragon

THE P

June 2022

Page 5

Church and State
Wolsey and Fisher compared by Snapdragon

Thomas Wolsey

and John Fisher both rose from the lower merchant class of
provincial towns to more than national eminence as bishops in the English episcopate
during the reign of Henry VIII. History and popular culture have cast the two men as
antithetical - and indeed their characters and abilities were different - but there is a unity in
what we can learn from their lives, and the events that led both of them to their deaths.

They lived in a world that it is now
well-nigh unimaginable to us. The
seamless interweaving of church
and state seemed utterly normal, an
unquestioned achievement of divine
grace, in and through which the human community
was governed and saved. And both of them were
caught up, though differently, in the processes that
led to that fabric’s unravelling.

his life, within the bounds of the single polity of
Christendom.

As a consequence, all that the king had given
him, the king took away, and he saw that his vision
of England had evaporated. From his deathbed in
Leicester Abbey his eloquent and pathetic testimony
bears witness to his understanding that he had
mistakenly confounded God and Caesar: If I had
served God as diligently as I have done the king,
Wolsey was a successful diplomat and he would not have given me over in my grey hairs.
administrator, who - apparently unselfconsciously Behind these words lies the same understanding that
- harnessed his civil and ecclesiastical authority came to more a elevated and costly demonstration
together to promote what he conceived of as the rule in his colleague Fisher.
of a Christian monarch.
Fisher was not an administrator like Wolsey, nor
Fisher, a reforming academic who seems to have a great and powerful prelate, but a scholar and the
shown little interest in advancing his episcopal bishop of the smallest see in England. He shared
career, embraced the role of a “public intellectual,” Wolsey’s vision of interwoven church and state, but
in the service of true religion and learning in a not Wolsey’s medieval understanding of how the
interweaving was achieved: he was a man of the
Christian realm.
“New Learning,” a friend of Erasmus and More, a
They both worked entirely into that integrated humanist of the Christian renaissance. Fisher was
conception of society where Church and state made a cardinal not, like Wolsey, as he rose to the
were indistinguishable in their constitution and peak of his worldly career, but as he sat cold, hungry,
inseparable in their actions, and they believed it to insulted, and imprisoned within the stone walls
be right and just. And they were both aware, that of the Tower of London, refusing to accede to the
in the words and events that followed on from Royal Supremacy; his was an older, different, more
Luther’s challenge to the Church in Germany, their powerful and organic vision of the unity of the
integrated Christian commonwealth - and even the Church as the wellspring of the unity of society, and
idea of such a commonwealth - was undergoing it was precisely because he did not confound state
and the Church that he had come to sit there, and be
serious attack.
led from there to the block on June 22nd, 1535.
What is remarkable, in view of their later
contrasting characterisations as saint and villain,
The unfolding priorities of King Henry VIII’s
is that they both knew it was happening. But they life and reign had brought to the forefront of John
experienced its collapse in entirely different ways.
Fisher’s life the priority that had in fact always
guided him - the life of the Church.
They both understood that the king’s divorce from
Katherine of Aragon was a constituent part of the
It became luminously clear to him that it was the
greater and growing crisis that was hammering on community of the faithful, the Church - and not the
the door of his kingdom. Wolsey, with all his weight state - that binds together and holds up human life
as Papal Legate and Chancellor of England could not from within, as the household of God.
contain the king, to whose reign he had dedicated
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May Devotions
at Monks Kirby
Fr Matthew Pittam

This year

marked the first year since the lockdown that we were able to have
our May Procession in Monks Kirby. This was a long-established tradition, which was once linked to the
convent which was in the village until a few years ago. Our small village is a wonderful place to have street
processions and they give an opportunity to witness to our faith and honour Our Lady. A few years ago we
also re-introduced the Corpus Christi Procession and hope to also have that back for this year.
This year we met on the village green and processed,
with our new statue and bier, to St Joseph’s Church
for Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament. There is
nothing quite like hearing singing outdoors and the
smell of incense wafting through the air.

teaching and practice, was proclaimed by Pope Pius
XII in Ad Caeli Reginam.
A procession can be seen as a gentle part of
evangelisation. It is an expression which shares our
faith with others as well as being a way of honouring
Mary our Mother. I’m sure those in our village on
that day who saw the procession were left with the
impression that the Church is alive.

May processions are an important devotion to Our
Lady and an expression of our faith. Popes in the
past have recognised the importance of public May
devotions. In 1815 Pope Pius VII granted a partial
indulgence for participating in either a public or
Many of us as Anglicans had great devotion to Our
private devotion honouring Mary during the month Lady. I remember participating for many years in the
of May.
large procession at St Andrew’s, Leicester, which also
featured the Salvation Army Band. In those days this
This became a Plenary Indulgence in 1859 at the procession made its way through local streets and the
hands of Pope Pius IX. These indulgences are no longer university campus. People would come out of their
listed, but show the importance that has been attached houses to see what was happening and it certainly
to devotions in May.
made an impact.
At the end of our procession, as we enter the Church,
In certain places in the Catholic Church these things
we crown the principal statue of Our Lady, as many have ceased. Perhaps Ordinariate groups could be
parishes do during this month. In this we recognise the instrumental in reviving such important traditions.
Queenship of Our Lady, which recognising traditional
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Sacred hearts
and minds
Fr Michael Halsall has encouraging news,
and a challege

A

fter the recent success of the ‘Risen, Ascended, Glorified’ week in Torbay, we have clearly

unearthed a new possibility for formation of the laity, and an opportunity to promote vocations amongst
those whom God is calling to a variety of ministries. The opportunities for fellowship and formation in
our distinctive liturgies and patrimony is invaluable in strengthening the faith of Members, Friends, and
Associate Members.
There is no doubt that celebrating our common Please pray for the ongoing development of vocations
life confidently and faithfully, alongside and within discernment, selection, and formation, and for all
Diocesan parishes, we are drawing men to a growing those involved.
awareness and desire to serve the Lord in the sacred
ministries of the priesthood and diaconate. We
O Sacred Heart of Jesus,
are especially fortunate to have two forthcoming
living and quickening source of eternal life,
ordinations to the permanent diaconate this summer:
infinite treasure of the Divinity,
Carl Watson on the 2nd July at Ushaw College Chapel,
and burning furnace of divine love.
and Timothy Graham on the 17th July at Portsmouth
You are my refuge and my sanctuary,
Cathedral. Your support on the day would be greatly
O my amiable Saviour.
appreciated.
Consume my heart with that burning fire
with which Your Heart is ever inflamed.
We have three young men in formation for the
Pour down on my soul those graces
priesthood at Allen Hall Seminary, and a number of
which flow from Your love,
very good enquirers who may join them next academic
and let my heart be so united with Yours,
year. By the time of publication, we shall have carried
that our wills may be one;
out our annual late spring Selection Conference, with
and mine in all things, be conformed to Yours.
the possibility of two more men entering formation.
May Your divine will be equally the standard
and rule of all my desires and of all my actions’.
There are three obvious challenges facing us at
Fr Halsall is Vicar for Vocations and a
present with regard to the forming of permanent
deacons and priests. The first is how we make bespoke
lecturer in Philosophy Allen Hall Seminary
arrangements to suit the previous experience and
formation of former Anglican priests.
Caption
The second challenge is how we are going to pay
for it all. There are going to be significant calls on
our financial resources this year, so I would ask that
individuals and groups be generous in contributing to
the Priest’s Training Fund (soon to be renamed ‘Clergy
Formation Fund’). The third challenge is the time
needed to co-ordinate and monitor all this activity.
From summer onwards much more of my time will be
dedicated to this task, alongside others who assist in a
variety of capacities.
In this June month of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus,
let us use this prayer of our patron – St John Henry
Newman – so that our Risen and Ascended Lord
may inspire in us the will and desire to serve him.

Competition
There will be a small
prize for the best caption
to this picture. Make sure
your entry is printable!
Entries should be sent
to editors@portalmag.
co.uk by 20th June 2022.
The winner will be
announced in the July
edition of The Portal.
The judges will be the
Editors of The Portal,
and their decision is
final.
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The Platinum Jubilee of
Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth II
Jackie Ottaway and Ronald Crane visit Hampton Court Palace
and talk with The Revd Canon Anthony Howe, the Chaplain

This month

to celebrate the Platinum Jubilee of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, our longest
serving monarch, we thought we ought to visit one of the Royal Palaces. Hampton Court, dating from
the full tide of late medieval Catholicism seemed the perfect place to go, especially as an old friend, The Revd
Canon Anthony Howe is now the Chaplain.
We parked in the wrong car park, but eventually
arrived at Father Anthony’s house via an unscheduled
trip to the Palace laundry! On the way Father Anthony
and Jackie were deep in conversation about the
position of the Chaplain here being rather unusual.
Father Anthony explained that it is a peculiar in every
sense of the word! “There are various Royal Peculiars
which are outside diocesan control, the most famous
I suppose in London is Westminster Abbey. Those in
the Royal Peculiars normally wear scarlet cassocks to
show they are wearing the Queen’s livery. The Chapel
Royal here at Hampton Court is one of four Chapels
Royal in London; the others are at the Savoy, the Tower
of London, where there are two, and the headquarters
is St James’s Palace.
“But the Chapel Royal is not just a building it’s
actually the people, the body of priests and singers who
would have gone around with the Monarch to their
various palaces and performed the services for them:
That is the Chapel Royal. The Chapel Royal actually
takes its name from us rather than us from it. It’s only
later that the Particular Chapels have had their own
establishments; so, there’s a Chaplain, choir, and so on.

The Canons of the Chapel Royal form the most exclusive
Canonry you can get; our stalls are in St James’s Palace.
It’s an interesting thing and really quite complicated,
with lots of titles like – Priest in Ordinary, Deputy Priest
in Ordinary, Grooms, Vestry Sergeants, and if you had
another two days I could explain it to you!”

Wolsey was the first owner, or did he build on top of
something else, that was already here?”

It seems that he did in fact, build on an existing
building. There was a fifteenth century manor house,
of which the kitchen still survives. But even that was a
rebuilding of something earlier. The original Hampton
Court was a house or a camera of Knights Hospitaller,
We eventually settled down in the Chaplain’s who have now become the Knights of Malta. And there
beautiful and comfortable drawing room, furnished was definitely a house here in the thirteenth century
as one would expect of a Royal Palace. Jackie began which was owned by the Knights Hospitaller and then
proceedings, telling Fr Anthony how lovely it was to be leased out in the fifteenth century and then leased to
in such a splendid building. She wondered if Cardinal Cardinal Wolsey in 1515.

Ø
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Father Anthony told us “The Chapel, which I serve
now, we think is built on the site of the thirteenth
century chapel. Interestingly enough, there’s been
a place of worship here at Hampton Court for eight
hundred years, and my job is possibly the oldest job in
the Palace!
We discovered that when King Henry Vlll came
to Hampton Court, he would have come with the
Chapel Royal with him. The whole court went with the
Monarch. It is why these places are so big. A palace is
© Creative Commons
not a big house; as we wandered around, we realised
that it is a village. In Henry’s time there would have creepy with old kitchens that look like something out
been up to a thousand people based at Hampton of a film.”
Court. It was the size of a sizable town.
Jackie asked if the chapel we had seen was the only
Everyone went with the King. A residue would chapel in the whole palace. Did former Monarchs have
have stayed at Hampton to see it was kept in order a private chapel?
and probably a priest who would have said Mass in
It appears that in Henry’s time they would have
the chapel. But the major body of people would have
gone around with the Monarch. That happened up had a chapel in their bedroom, a closet really. A little
to the end of the seventeenth century, when things cupboard with an altar in it. Father Anthony chuckled,
changed, and the Chapel Royal establishment settled “Mass would have been said in the closet in the
mainly in Whitehall. It is also why it is now the bedroom, whilst Henry was doing other things, it was
all very bizarre.
headquarters.
“I think we just don’t realise how much church was
going on all the time. It wasn’t that you just went to
church and came back again. It happened all the time.
Services would have happened in the chapel, choral
services, all day, all the Sarum offices and the mass,
several masses in fact. It was on Sundays and Holy
Days that the King would have gone to the gallery
in the Chapel, the royal pew. It was then called the
Holy Day Closet. The King would have been one side,
and the Queen on the other side. It was glazed. Quite
“George II was the last monarch regularly here with remarkable. People noticed this huge window, which
the court. In the eighteenth century some of the sixty or looked out on to the chapel. There was an altar in the
so apartments here, were given as ‘grace and favour’ to gallery, and probably a mass going on in there at the
various people, generally widows of military heroes or same time.
people like that. They would live here. It became a grand
On high days and Holy days, the King and
retirement home. For instance; Lady Baden Powell lived
Queen would come down into the chapel to receive
here. We have some letters in the chapel archive.
communion. But otherwise, the masses were just said
They were quite ‘high powered’ and sometimes whilst everything else was going on. Interestingly the
eccentric, largely ladies. That was the community here Closet is so large, he would be signing papers and
in the eighteenth century and remained so up until so on. It sounds quite blasphemous really, but that
relatively recent times. There was genteel poverty was just how it happened. Sacred and secular just
I think. I’ve been told stories of how you could visit mingled in a way we don’t quite get. You still see this
Lady So-and-So and you’d have to pass holes in the in continental Europe, where people will pop into
floor where it had collapsed. They had to maintain the mass for ten minutes and go away again. You see this
apartments themselves and they didn’t have very much in Catholic and Orthodox countries, they pop in, get a
money. You have to remember all the inheritance bit of religion and go away again, which is something
would have gone to the next generation. They were we just don’t get. We’re used to going in, sitting down,
really widows with not much. It’s interesting going there’s your prayer book and your hymn book, you
into some of the apartments now. They are really quite stay there for the whole thing and then go home.
The last monarch to spend any length of time at
Hampton Court was George II. His court left in
1734. Father Anthony explained, “Now we’ve got to
remember that they didn’t live in places for very long.
They would progress to different places. They had
Hampton Court, Kensington, and Whitehall Palace at
the time, a little bit like the Queen has Windsor and
Buckingham Palace. They would be based in different
places.

Ø
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it looked like, we’ve got the drawings, it was saints
and also interestingly enough the mysteries of the
Rosary and the Crucifixion in the east window, and
that survived up until 1646. So, iconography of the
Enthralled by all this, Jackie commented that she building was maintained whilst the worship was much
imagined the Palace had seen some really wonderful plainer but still with music.
occasions. She was thinking about Henry VIII’s love
of music, because contrary to popular belief, he loved
Under Elizabeth the music and liturgy in the chapel
church and its music.
was quite extreme for the time. We know they had
three sacred ministers vested in rich old copes, copes
“He loved music. He loved beautiful worship and he not chasubles. The music, well we’ve got the music, we
maintained, and this is very important to remember, he know what it was like. It was incredibly elaborate stuff.
maintained the Latin Mass right up to the end.” Father Yes, it was in English but it was elaborate. It’s not what
Anthony continued, “Yes, he cut out quite a few saints’ Cranmer would have wanted at all or Edward. Byrd’s
days probably largely because they were holidays and Great Service, Tomkins, and Weelkes, is not simple stuff.
that was uneconomical. It wasn’t all just about religion, You needed a technically very advanced choir to do it.
part of it was. Thomas Beckett had to go. He did try to We know, because we’ve got a description of Easter Day,
direct more away from the saints and to Christ. You do at the end of Elizabeth’s reign. They used wafer bread.
see that in the devotions. Nevertheless, the mass was There were candles on the altar and for a long time
still very much celebrated as the mass, until the reign there was a crucifix and it was only under sufferance
of Edward Vl, his son.
she got rid of it. But nevertheless, the iconography in
this chapel from her Father’s reign remained.
He loved music and the maintenance of the Chapel
“Even in the reign of James l, whatever they did, they
Royal choir was incredibly important to him. He
would nick people from other choirs and get the best would dress up. At the drop of a hat, they’d put on a
singers. Elizabeth l, after him, would send people to cope. It’s quite remarkable, it’s all very ‘high church’
cathedrals and nick their best choristers, to make the really, not necessarily Catholic. It became to be called
Chapel Royal. That’s why the Chapel Royal had such Laudian. Lancelot Andrews was the Dean of the
an enviable tradition. All the best musicians, and Chapel Royal, and they were the first real generation
composers, worked for the Chapel Royal from the in this revival which became the Laudian Revival.
Puritans were scandalised and the bishops hated it. But
fifteenth to the eighteenth century.
Elizabeth was the Queen and they were not. So, she
“We should remember that the great Tudor composers maintained it. She single handedly saved the Choral
would have sung in this chapel. They would have written Tradition.
music performed here for the first time, in this chapel.
For instance, last Sunday we sang Tomkins and Byrd,
“Lancelot Andrews and the Laudians were very
both members of the Chapel Royal, music that is home interested in Eastern Orthodoxy. They borrowed
grown. There are not many places in the world where you things from that tradition, because they saw that as a
can go and hear music performed by people who are the more genuine expression of the unified church than,
successors of the people who wrote it, for that building. in their opinion was the church in Rome.”
It is quite remarkable and we can’t underestimate the
importance of the Tudor and Stuart music. It carried
We were interested to know if the general public
on under James and Charles and the Chapels Royal could attend worship at the Chapel Royal at Hampton
contribution. People like Tallis sang in our Chapel.
Court Palace.
That’s a very post-reformation thing. So: there were
other chapels, if you can call them that, but the chapel
you can see is the main one.”

“After Henry, the music carried on. It got simpler
It is the case that all the Chapels Royal are open.
and indeed the chapel and St Paul’s were really quite at “People come to the chapel at Hampton Court because
the centre of the reform, but what happened here was of what we do. We are mainly prayer book with one
very different from elsewhere.
or two alterations.” Father Anthony continued, “We
really want to encourage people to do that because
“Elsewhere churches were being stripped, organs of Evensong. We all know it’s one of those things that
were being destroyed, whereas music was continuing Pope Benedict really enjoyed on his visit to England.
in the Chapel Royal. It was simpler, we know that. We have all sorts of people who attend Evensong here.
We’ve got some of Tallis’ English settings but there It’s a really nice ecumenical thing; a good thing where
were still singers here. All the stained glass survived, we may all come together. We have tourists come to
all Henry’s stained glass survived. We know what Evensong and they seem to stay and enjoy.”

Ø
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Jackie dared to ask the question about what happened
here during the time of the Commonwealth? Father
Anthony was happy to answer. “Ah well, the Chapel
continued to be used. We know that all the stained
glass was taken out. The chapel was used. In fact, we
have, in the archives, a sermon, preached by the vicar
of Hampton, who was de facto, chaplain. He preached
against his secret majesty, Charles! But it continued to
be used for worship as it has been for 800 years. It was
one of the reasons I was concerned about keeping the
rhythm of worship going, even if it was just me, during
the pandemic.”
As to Father Anthony’s ministry today at Hampton
Court, he told us that there is the worship, of course.
Then there is the ministry to the tourists, and occasional
visitors that come. “The congregation has always been
very interesting. We do have local people who come,
some for the music. It’s so transient so people will
come, we’ll never see them again, some might come
once a month, quarter or year or something. There’s
a very large net of people who will come for various
reasons.

Canon with a Canon
over the Palace, everyone’s nerves and emotions were
very raw. The next day was Remembrance Sunday.
That’s not a small thing here. I baptise members of
staff, and their children; I marry them, bury them.

“We also have a link to the order of Companions of
Honour, which was established with us in 2017 for their
Centenary. Her Majesty and the Duke of Edinburgh
came. There was a very interesting guest list. We do a
“Many have their own churches as well. I take little bit with them as well. So, it’s really quite varied
communion to people. It’s difficult because I don’t and occasionally we have a visiting choir.
have a car, so I have to rely on public transport. There
is the ministry to the staff. Later today for instance, a
“I have to take care of the people who share my
member of staff, one of the gardeners, died very sadly ministry here, the vestry staff, the Director of Music,
while in post. It’s his ‘Years Mind’ today. The gardeners the Choristers, their families, the Choir Gents. I try to
will be coming to chapel after the 12.30 Mass. We’ll make sure that they’re happy, because a happy choir is
light a candle and say a prayer.
a better choir. A happy Chapel is a better Chapel. Just
trying to do my best really, which I fail in, I know that.
“It’s being there for them. It’s like being Padre.
There’s about 450 staff here, most of course don’t come
“Also, I give interviews, lectures, going out to places,
to chapel services, but they know the chapel services talks; this evening I’m going to something, which
are there. They know I’m there. I’m in a very good means it makes the chapel better known. Also trying to
position that I can actually send all my pastoral letters get the message out there that we’re open for anybody,
by email. They go to anybody whether they want them anyone can come. We don’t want to take people from
or not. They can delete them if they want to, but it goes their parish churches, we compliment parishes. In fact
to everybody.
I love to say to parishes look, have early mass, come
over and have a nice picnic at Hampton Court, buy
“My job is to be visible, being Fr Anthony, they your ticket go round and then come to Evensong, and
all know who Fr Anthony is. It is making Christ’s we can make a bit of a fuss of you, give you a little bit
presence known in this space. It’s sort of like an old- of a tour of the chapel afterwards, and we’ll all go over
fashioned village really. So, you have a more intense to the pub. I really encourage churches to do that. It’s a
relationship with people, you get to know some people bit of a no brainer, on a lovely day.”
really well. The people who live here I know better, and
Following our talk, we were privileged to attend
the people on security, you get to know them very well.
People come with problems. We’ve had our fair share Mass in the Chapel, and be present at the prayers for
of tragedy. Someone sadly took their own life; I said a the Year’s Mind of the gardener when an enormous
prayer over the place just to bless it. Another member number of gardeners came into Chapel. We are
of staff was tragically killed by a drunk driver, the day grateful to Fr Anthony for his time. He is clearly doing
before Remembrance Sunday. All the staff were in a good job at Hampton Court. When you are in the
absolute shock. He was a lovely guy, such a nice man area, do not hesitate to visit. Entry to the Chapel for
we were in absolute shock. It felt like a pall had come all worship is free.
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News from the Ordinariate
St Margaret Mary, Birmingham
T
A

he Office of Compline from Divine
Worship:
Daily Office continues to draw a
t St Margaret Church we will have
number
of
people
every Wednesday evening from
a Prosecco and Cake party after the 11am
Pentecost Mass on 5th June in the Church grounds. all parts of the UK, and celebrated its 100th edition
The gazebo will be decorated with HRH bunting, the last month. All are welcome to join the Compline
children will be given a memento of the event and we Community - full details at www.ordinariate.scot
will be burying a time capsule in the grounds.
Pray for our new

Coventry Ordinariate group

The parish

Permanent Deacons

of the Precious Blood & All Souls
Carl Warson to be ordained at Ushaw College
Coventry is serving Cream Teas for the Queen’s on 2nd July 2022 and Timothy Graham to be
Platinum Jubilee on Saturday 4th June, 10.00-11.30am, ordained at Portsmouth Cathedral on 17th July
to celebrate HM the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. £5 per
person, with all proceeds to Zoe’s Place baby hospice. Saturday 25th June
Please join us. CV5 8DX.
ass at 1pm to celebrate ten years of The
Portal at Our Lady and St Gregory, Warwick
Fr Peter Clarke RIP
Street, London, Celebrant: The Rt Revd Mgr Keith
Service of Thanksgiving for the Newton. Refreshments to follow. To assist with
life of Fr Peter Clarke will be held at the church catering please let us know if you are attending by an
of Sacred Heart and St Aldhelm, Westbury, Sherborne, email to editors@portalmag.co.uk
Dorset DT9 3RA, on Tuesday June 14th at 2pm.
Everyone is welcome. If you still feel that you need a An ‘unsubscribe’ warning!
mask in a confined space please wear one. Clergy may
rdinariate member, Michael
wear choir dress, but they should contact Ann Clarke
Chenery, while not wearing his specs, clicked
at m.annclarke47@gmail.com prior to the day.
a button on his laptop by mistake which resulted

M

A

O

in him being removed from all Ordinariate email
notifications including The Portal monthly alert and
the Newsletter.

News from Scotland

Fr Len with Kate and Clive Clapson

T

he Ordinariate Mission in
Edinburgh continues to grow and are

supported each month by the Schola of Saint John
Henry Newman under the direction of Bartosz
Skrzypczak who sing the Propers and various settings
of the Mass. At last month’s Mass it was with great joy
that Kate and Clive Clapson were received into the
Catholic Church through the Ordinariate.

Coat of Arms
Lapel
Badge

Support
the Ordinariate

VISIT

www.
£5 (inc P&P) ordinariate.org.uk/
support

At the foot of
every email from the
Ordinariate there is
an
“Unsubscribe”
link and without
his spectacles on,
Michael
clicked
on “Remove me Michael Chenery - without his specs!
from this list and any other list held by Ordinariate
Communications” and then on “Unsubscribe”.
The result was that he was removed from all our
mailing lists, permanently. Any time he tried to resubscribe, he was automatically rejected in accordance
with GDPR. He had to email communications@
ordinariate.org.uk explaining his mistake and asking
to be readmitted. So Michael, “You should have gone
to Specsavers!” (Other opticians are available.)

The Ordinariate Tartan

Badge and Cufflinks

ordinariate-tartan.com

Badges: £4 Cufflinks: £12 (pair)

Order your Scarf, Tie,
Ladies Wrap, Facemask,
Bow Tie, Waistcoat
or Priest’s Stole at:
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THIS MONTH’S DEVOTION
The Sacred Heart of Our Lord:
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
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T
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W
T

10
11
12
13
14
15
16

F
S
S
M
T
W
T

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

F
S
S
M
T
W
T
F
S
S
M
T
W

30

T

St Justin Martyr
Feria (Ss Marcellinus & Peter Ms)
St Charles Lwanga & Comp
Feria
X Pentrecost (St Boniface)
Mary, Mother of the Church
Feria
Feria
Our Lord Jesus Christ, the Eternal High Priest
(St Ephraem Dcn Dr; St Columba Ab)
Feria
St Barnabas (Feast)
X The Holy and Undivided Trinity
St Anthony of Padua
Feria
Feria
X Corpus Christi (Solemnity - Holy Day)
(St Richard of Chichester)
Feria
Feria (Our Lady on Saturday)
X Trinity I
St Alban
St Aloysius Gonzaga
St John Fisher & St Thomas More (Feast)
St Etheldreda
The Sacred Heart of Jesus (Solemnity)
Immaculate Heart of BVM
X Trinity II
St Cyril of Alexandra
St Irenaeus
X Ss PETER AND PAUL (Solemnity and Holy Day
of Obligation)
The First Martyrs of Rome

June 2022
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HOLY FATHER’S INTENTIONS
Families: We pray for Christian families around the world; may they
embody and experience unconditional love and advance in holiness in
their daily lives.
Ukraine
HM the Queen
HM the Queen
HM the Queen
Your Mission, Group or Parish (The Church in Northern Europe)
All Vocations
The Ordinariate Clergy
Jesuit Refugee Service
The Portal Editorial Board

R
G
R
G
R
W
G
G
W

All lives lost through abortion
Isolated Ordinariate Members
Your Mission, Group or Parish
Evangelism, and our Episcopal Vicar for Evangelisation; Fr Paul Burch
The Faithful Departed
Terrorists and those who suffer from terrorism
Devotion to, and respect for, the Blessed Sacrament
- Chichester and Sussex
Ordinariate finances
The Children of the Ordinariate
Your Mission, Group or Parish
Conversion of England
Christian Morality
Recognition of Catholic Faith in Public Life
The Church in East Anglia
Recognition of the love of Christ for us
The 10th Anniversary of The Portal magazine
Your Mission, Group or Parish (Ordinariate Lay Folk)
All who live the consecrated life
Theologians
The Holy Father and The Catholic Church

G
W
W
W
G
G
W

Those persecuted for the Faith

R

Listen to the Portal Podcast every Saturday

G
G
G
R
W
R
W
W
W
G
W
R
R

The Portal

relies on regular donations
from YOU, our readers.
Please help us by making
a secure donation through
CAF online.

from 6pm at www.portalmag.co.uk

Just point your smart phone
or device on the QR code
and help us continue our work.
Thank you.
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Ordinariate Mass times
Where to find us at prayer in England, Scotland and Wales
Birmingham St Margaret Mary, 59 Perry Gainford, County Durham DL2 3DZ Mass: Sundays:

Common Road, Birmingham B23 7AB Mass: Sunday: 9.30am and 11.30am (Divine Worship); Tues: 10am;
11am (Divine Worship). Contact: Fr Simon Ellis: Fri: 11.45am Sext, 12 noon (Divine Worship).
0121 373 0069 - birmingham@ordinariate.org.uk
Contact: Fr Thomas Mason: 07876 308657 - info@
ordinariate-darlington.co.uk - www.ordinariateBristol St Joseph, Camp Road, Weston-super- darlington.co.uk
Mare BS23 2EN Mass: 2nd Sunday of the month 12
noon (Divine Worship), followed by shared lunch DERBY/NOTTINGHAM Our Lady and
and Benediction at 2:30pm (subject to change in the St Thomas, Nottingham Road, Ilkeston DE7 5RF
summer months) Contact: Deacon James Patrick: Mass: Sat before 1st Sun 6.30pm (Divine Worship),
bristol@ordinariate.org.uk
Thu 9.15am (Divine Worship) St Paul, Lenton
Boulevard, Nottingham NG7 2BY Mass: Sun 6pm
BUCKFAST St Mary’s Abbey, Buckfast TQ11 0EE (Divine Worship). Contact: Fr Andrew Harding
The Ordinariate Mass is not currently being offered at the 01159 325642. Fr Christopher Cann: 01889 569579, Fr
Abbey due to present restrictions. Fr Hellyer is offering the Peter Peterken: 01332 766285, Fr David Jones: 01162
Ordinariate mass in his parish in Plymouth. Contact: 302244 - derby-nottingham@ordinariate.org.uk
Fr Ian Hellyer: 01752 600054 - ian@hellyer.org
Eastbourne Christ the King, 3 Princes
CHELMSFORD Blessed Sacrament, 116 Road, Langney, Eastbourne BN23 6HT Mass:
Melbourne Avenue, Chelmsford CM1 2DU Mass: Sun 4pm, Thur 7pm (both Divine Worship)
Sunday: 9.30am and 11.30am, (on 1st Sunday of Contact: Fr Neil Chatfield: 07718 123304 - neil.
the month, specifically Ordinariate), also on Mon chatfield@eastbourneordinariate.org.ukwww.
to Sat at 9.15am with RC community Contact: eastbourneordinariate.org.uk
chelmsford@ordinariate.org.uk
FOLKESTONE/DOVER St Paul’s, 103 Maison
CHICHESTER St Richard, Cawley Road Dieu Road, Dover CT16 1RU Mass: Sunday: 11.30am
Chichester PO19 1XB Mass: Saturday 4.15pm (with parish) Contact: Fr James Houghton (Divine Worship) Contact: Fr Simon Chinery: folkestone@ordinariate.org.uk
07971 523008 - chichester@ordinariate.org.uk
HARLOW The Assumption of Our Lady,
CORNWALL St Augustine of Hippo, St Austell, Mulberry Green, Old Harlow, Essex CM17 0HA
PL25 4RA Mass: Sunday: 5pm, also on Wed 7pm Mass: Sunday: 10am and 6pm (Divine Worship
Contact: Fr David Lashbrooke: 07427 107304 - 1st Sun), Wed 10am (Divine Worship). Check
cornwall@ordinariate.org.uk
bulletin at www.catholicchurchoftheassumption.co.uk
or Contact: Fr John Corbyn: 01279 434203 COVENTRY The Precious Blood of Our john.corbyn@btinternet.com
Lord Jesus Christ & All Souls, Kingsland
Avenue, Earlsdon, Coventry CV5 8DX Mass: HEMEL HEMPSTEAD St Mark’s, Hollybush
Sundays 11.15am, Mon-Wed 9.30am, Thu 7.30pm, Lane, Hemel Hempstead HP1 2PH Mass: Sunday:
Fri 7.30am, Sat 9.30am - all Masses currently live 9.30am, Wed: 7pm Contact: hemel.hempstead@
streamed Contact: Fr Paul Burch: 02476 674161 ordinariate.org.uk
- paul.burch@ordinariate.org.uk
ISLE OF WIGHT St Thomas of Canterbury,
Croydon At the moment the Croydon Group Terminus Road, Cowes PO31 7TJ MASS: (Divine
does not have any Ordinariate Masses, but it is Worship) for details, CONTACT: Fr Jonathan Redvers
hoped that they might begin again soon - for further Harris: 01983 292739 - frjonathanrh@btinternet.com
information Contact: Jackie Brooks: 0208 777
6426 - jaxprint@btinternet.com
LONDON Central Our Lady of the
Assumption and St Gregory, Warwick Street,
Darlington St Osmund, Main Road, London W1B 5LZ (Nearest tube: Piccadilly) Mass:

Ø
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Sunday: 10.30am Solemn Mass with choir, Weekdays:
8am and 12.45pm (all Divine Worship), Sat 6pm
(Novus Ordo), Feasts and Solemnities as advertised.
Contact: Fr Mark Elliott-Smith 07815 320761 markelliottsmith@rcdow.org.uk

LONDON

Leytonstone

Page 15

PLYMOUTH St Edward the Confessor, Home
Park Avenue, Peverell, Plymouth PL3 4PG MASS: Sunday
11.30pm, Fri 12 noon (both Divine Worship) Contact:
Fr Ian Hellyer: 01752 600054 - ian@hellyer.org

RAMSGATE Shrine of St Augustine, St
St John Augustine’s Road CT11 9PA MASS: Sunday 5pm

Vianney, 1 Stoneleigh Road, Clayhall, Ilford IG5 (Divine Worship), followed by refreshments

0JB MASS: Sunday: 9am, 10am, 4.30pm Adoration, Contact: Fr Simon Heans: 07305317642 - office@
5pm (Divine Worship), Daily: 8.30am Adoration, augustineshrine.co.uk
9am Mass, 5.30pm Evening Prayer. CONTACT:
Fr Rob Page: 020 8550 4540 - vianney.clayhall@ PORTSMOUTH St Agatha, Cascades Approach,
btinternet.com
Portsmouth PO1 4RJ MASS: Sunday 11am (Solemn),
Mon, Fri (Requiem) and Sat 11am Contact: info@
LONDON South
Most Precious stagathaschurch.co.uk - www.stagathaschurch.co.uk
Blood, O’Meara Street, The Borough, London
SE1 1TE Mass: Sunday: 9.30am, 11am; Tues- READING St James, Abbey Ruins, Forbury Road,
Fri 12.35pm, Thur (term time) 6.30pm (Divine Reading, Berkshire RG1 3HW (next to old Reading Gaol)
Worship); Sat 10am (Divine Worship); Holy Mass: Sunday: 9.15am. Contact: Fr David Elliott:
Days: 6.30pm (Divine Worship); Evensong: 07973 241424 - reading@ordinariate.org.uk
Thur 6pm (term time); Confessions: Tues-Fri 12
St Osmund, Exeter Street,
noon Contact: Fr Christopher Pearson 0207 SALISBURY
Mass: Sunday: 12 noon,
407 3951 - parish@preciousblood.org.uk - www. Salisbury SP1 2SF
Wed: 7pm. Contact: Fr Jonathan Creer: 07724
preciousblood.org.uk
896579 - jonathan.creer@hotmail.co.uk - www.
LONDON WALTHAMSTOW Christ the salisburycatholics.org/ordinariate
King, 455 Chingford Road, Chingford, E4 8SP Mass:
Sunday: 11am Contact: Fr David Waller: 020 8527 Southend St Peter’s Eastwood, 59 Eastwood
4519 - walthamstow.south@ordinariate.org.uk
Road North, Leigh on Sea SS9 4BX Mass: Sunday:
9am, 10.30am, Mon 7pm, Tues 9.30am, Wed
MAIDSTONE St Mary, Nettlestead, Maidstone 9.30am, Thur 11am, Fri 9.30am, Sat 10am (Divine
ME18 5HA Mass: Sunday 9.30am. Contact: Fr Worship) and 5.30pm (Vigil) Contact: Fr Jeffrey
Alastair Ferguson: 01892 838230 - 07887 925356 Woolnough (Group Pastor): 01702 525323, 07956
alastair.ferguson@ordinariate.org.uk
801381 - fatherjeffw@gmail.com, Fr Bob White:
01268 543910 - pilgrimclub@waitrose.com, Dcn
Manchester St Margaret Mary, St Margaret’s Richard Cerson: 07910 388795 - rcerson@gmail.com
Road, New Moston M40 0JE Mass: Sunday: 10.30am - www.stpetereastwood.org - www.jeffwoolnougholw.
(Divine Worship) Mass during the week: please blogspot.co.uk
check the Sunday notices on the website Contact:
Fr Andrew Starkie: 0161 681 1651 - manchester@ TorbaY The Parish of Our Lady of
Walsingham with St Cuthbert Mayne, Old
ordinariate.org.uk - www.ordinariatemcr.com
Mill Road (junc of Ashfield Road), Chelston TQ2
NORTHAMPTON Our Lady of the Sacred 6HJ Mass: Sunday: 10am, Mon: 12 noon, Tues:
Heart, 82 Knox Road, Wellingborough NN8 1JA 6.30pm, Wed: 10am, Thurs: 10am, Fri: (Adoration
Mass: First Saturday of the month: 6pm (Sung Mass) 5.30pm) 6.30pm, Sat: 10am (All Divine Worship)
Contact: Mgr John Broadhurst: 01933 674614 - Contact: Fr David Lashbrooke: 07427 107304
frjohnbroadhurst@btinternet.com
- david.lashbrooke@ordinariate.org.uk www.
ourladytofwalsingham.online
OXFORD Holy Rood, Abingdon Road, Oxford
OX1 4LD Mass: Saturday (of Sunday) 5pm (Divine WALSINGHAM The Annunciation, Friday Market,
Worship), Sunday 11.15pm, Wed 9am, Thu 7.30pm Walsingham NR22 6AL Mass: 1st Sunday: 2pm (Nov(Divine Worship), 8pm Adoration & Confessions, Mar), 3pm (Apr-Oct) (Divine Worship) Contact:
9.40pm Compline and Benediction, Fri 12.30pm Fr Gordon Adam: 01553 777428 - gordonadam1962@
(Latin), Sat 9am Contact: Fr Daniel Lloyd: 01865 btinternet.com Dcn Shaun Morrison: 07880 600094 437066 - daniel.lloyd@ordinariate.org.uk
shaunmorrison1975@btinternet.com

Ø
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SCOTLAND - www.ordinariate.scot
10.30am (Divine Worship), Sat 5pm (with parish)
Edinburgh St Columba, 9 Upper Gray St, Contact: Fr Simon Beveridge: 01988 850786 -

Edinburgh EH9 1SN Mass: 2nd Sunday: 11.30am whithorn@ordinariate.scot
(Divine Worship) Contact: Fr Len Black: 01463
235597 - fr.len@ordinariate.scot
NAIRN St Mary, 7 Academy Street, Nairn IV12
4RJ Mass: 1st Mon 10am (Divine Worship)
INVERNESS Royal Northern Infirmary Contact: Fr Cameron Macdonald: 01667 453867 Chapel, Ness Walk, Inverness IV3 5SF Mass: Sunday: nairn@ordinariate.scot
11am (Divine Worship) Oratory of St Joseph, 49
Laurel Avenue, Inverness IV3 5RR MASS: Tues, Wales: South East Ss Basil & Gwladys,
Wed, Thurs, Fri, Sat and Feast Days: Tregwilym Road, Rogerstone, Newport NP10 9DW (from
11.15am (all Divine Worship) - please check times 12th September - see website) Mass: Sunday: 11am
at: www.ordinariate.scot Contact: Fr Len Black: (Divine Worship) Contact: Fr Bernard Sixtus:
01463 235597 - fr.len@ordinariate.scot
02920 362599 or 07720 272137 - wales@ordinariate.
org.uk - www.ordinariate.org.uk/groups/wales-se.php
Whithorn St Martin and St Ninian, George
Street, Whithorn DG8 8PZ Mass: Wednesday:

Please help us keep these pages up to date by letting us know of any changes you know of . . .
please email: info@portalmag.co.uk

The Ordinary’s Diary – June 2022
The Ordinary:
The Rt Revd Mgr Keith Newton
The Presbytery, 24 Golden Square, London W1F 9JR
Tel: 020 7440 5750
Email: keith.newton@ordinariate.org.uk
Website: www.ordinariate.org.uk
1st 		
2nd 1900
5th 1030
10th 1900
12th 1100
14th 1400

Confraternity of Catholic Priests Conference, York
Father John Corbyn’s 10th Anniversary Mass
Portugal Day Mass, Our Lady of the Assumption Warwick St, London
St Barnabas Society Mass, the Oxford Oratory
Confirmation and First Communions, St Anslem’s, Pembury
Memorial Service for the Late Father Peter Clarke, Sacred Heart,
Sherborne.
15th 1330 Co-ordinators’ meeting, 24 Golden Square, London
16th 1030 Clergy Plenary Meeting, St Patrick’s, Soho, London

18th 		
19th 		
24th 1030
25th 1300
26th 1030
28th-29th

Ordination of the Revd Gwilym Evans at Tuerkheim, Bavaria
First Mass of Father Gwilym Evans and Corpus Christ Procession,
Asamkirche, Munich
Order of Malta Mass, The London Oratory
Portal Anniversary Mass, Our Lady of the Assumption, Warwick
Street, London
Solemn Mass, Our Lady of the Assumption, Warwick Street,
London
Bishops’ Conference Plenary, London

The OrdinarIATE Deans
South East & Scotland
Fr David Waller, V.G.

The South West & Wales
Fr David Lashbrooke

Midlands & the North
Fr Andrew Starkie

Telephone: 02085 274519
david.waller@ordinariate.org.uk

Telephone: 01803 391703
david.lashbrooke@ordinariate.org.uk

Telephone: 0161 681 1651
andrew.starkie@ordinariate.org.uk

k
u
.
rg

.
w
ww

IT te.o
S
I
V ria
a
n
i
ord

The Bulletin on Divine Worship
A quarterly publication for our clergy
and those interested in liturgy.
It is intended to help, guide and plan
the liturgical life of Ordinariate parishes
and communities.
Find it at
www.ordinariate.org.uk
> NEWS > Bulletin
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Benedict XVI: A Life

Volume II: Professor and Prefect to Pope
and Pope Emeritus - 1966 -The Present
Peter Seewald 2021
Reviewed by Fr Simon Ellis

Considering he

became the first German Pope for 900 years (480 years if you forgot that Hadrian
VI was Dutch!) Joseph Ratzinger’s main achievement might have been just that, except we know he was
a professor at the age of 31, a bishop by 50 and Prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith (the
“bed of nettles” as Ratzinger called it) at 54. After surveying this excellent second volume which focuses on
his life from 1966 until the present, one episode comes to the fore: the homily of the then-Cardinal Ratzinger
at the beginning of the 2005 conclave, following the death of Pope John Paul II.

The homily crystallises his greatest contribution to
the church at a time of 20th century crisis of faith.
The homily (on Ephesians 4.14) referred to not being
tossed to and fro by every wind and doctrine and
noted the ideological currents which rock Christians
today. Having a clear faith in accordance with the
Church’s creed, Ratzinger noted, is often branded
fundamental, whereas relativism is presented as
the only appropriate attitude today. Furthermore
a “dictatorship of relativism has arisen which
acknowledges nothing as final and takes its own self
and desires as the ultimate standard.” This was greeted
by loud applause from the 60,000 people present at
mass in St Peter’s Basilica.
Peter Seewald posits that the homily had “colossal
impact.” And so we are skilfully led through that
conclave which lasted only 26 hours. By the fourth
round, on 19th April, Ratzinger had amassed over
two thirds of the required votes (probably around 84
votes, to Bergoglio’s 26). Bergoglio in an interview said
that “at that moment of history Ratzinger was the only
man with the stature, the wisdom and the necessary
experience to be elected.”

One group was offering an utopian vision, the other,
eschatology. As Ratzinger would summarise, “people
had long been offered utopia, the expectation of a
better life, instead of eternal life.” To counter this drift,
the Catechism of the Catholic Church, a sell-out for
the Catholic Church, was a truly monumental task.
This book doesn’t shy away from the dark moments
– the abuse crisis, the condom crisis, the betrayal of
his valet, Paolo Gabriele, and the Regensburg lecture
on Islam. It is clear that Benedict’s integrity remained
intact and the figures were no worse than those of
similar organisations, leading Seewald to conclude
that Benedict was “framed” in a media set-up which
led to a “serial breakdown papacy.”
The resignation announcement on 11 February, 2013
is worth reading as it forms its own piece of history
seen through the lens of Giovanna Chirri, the only
journalist present that day, for what was supposed to
be an ordinary day’s consistory settling the date for the
canonisation of some 15th century martyrs!

Eighteen lines of Latin read by Benedict
at the conclusion of that meeting was barely
This second volume begins in the mid-1960s, at comprehensible to Chirri whose Latin was
the conclusion of Vatican II, where we contemplate rudimentary. But she got the scoop and furiously
a young professor going into battle mode, talking of typed out the tweet “B16 has resigned, Quits papacy
the Church having to start from the beginning, as she from 28 February” that went viral.
must confront relativism and liberalism.
The Papacy that would last 7 years, 10 months and 17
Hans Küng’s Concilium group were the main days was now coming to an end and even the manner
protagonists for liberalism in contrast to the of its ending would represent a paradigm shift. But,
Communio group, comprising Ratzinger, de Lubac more importantly, Seewald concluded that “there had
and Von Balthasar. Both groups called themselves never been a more educated humanist on the chair of
Catholic, notes Seewald, but they were about as St Peter” since Pope Pius II in the 15th century and
“far apart as an Eskimo and an inhabitant of Tierra “it will be a long time before we have a pope again of
Benedict XVI’s intellectual and spiritual calibre.”
del Fuego.”
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Company of Preachers
A Collection of CR Sermons
ed. Robert Mercer CR
Reviewed by Fr John Greatbatch

This little

book of sermons preached by members of the Community of the Resurrection is
edited by Robert Mercer CR and follows on from his previous collection of obituaries of former
members of the community. This collection spans the entire history of the community beginning with
a sermon by the founding member and first superior to the current youngest professed brother. I was
privileged to have known and heard some of the preachers in this compilation from my time as a student
at Mirfield (1980-83).

Two things that have to be considered whilst
reading the collection; the first is the actual style of
the sermons. As the editor says in the opening notes,
“inevitably, some of the older sermons are written in a
style rather different from what we would hear today”,
the first sermon being a case in point by Charles Gore,
founding member and first superior.
Secondly, these are sermons preached by members
of an Anglican community. Having said that, it is a
community steeped in the Catholic tradition of the
Anglican Church having its origins in the Oxford
Movement and importantly, this collection illustrates
for many of us in the Ordinariate where our journey
began in becoming full members of the Catholic
Church.
There appears to be an attraction by members of
the community to the author Lewis Carroll, with
both John Gribben CR and Eric Simmons (who was
Superior during my time at the college), quoting from
both Alice in Wonderland and Through the Lookingglass.
The ‘stand-out’ sermon for me was preached by
Nicolas Stebbing CR (“And then the end will come)”,
based on Matthew 24: 1-14, thinking particularly of
what Jesus meant by all his talk about war and rumours
of war, of enduring to the end; perhaps of particular
pertinence of the situation the world currently finds
itself in.

Nicolas provides an interesting understanding on
death in our modern day society, that each of us will
die, that is something we cannot escape, that death
may not be safely 50 years in the future, it may come
to any of us tomorrow. It is something we all need to
think about from time to time but it is not really bad
news! Since we are Christians we know that death is
not the end.
For those of us who conduct funerals, we cannot
but agree with the point Nicolas makes about how the
world tries to ignore death, of how funerals nowadays
don’t talk about death and consist of a eulogy, of some
happy memories and a prayer or two for those who
remain. The Gospel message has become thin, fluffy,
bubbly nice and with little substance.
Nicolas’ second important point is the last verse
of the passage, “this gospel of the kingdom will be
preached throughout the world; and the end will then
come”. So the end of the world is not dependant on the
right number of wars mounting up but on the success
of our mission activities, and this no more powerfully
expressed as in Matthew’s account of ‘The Sermon on
the Mount.’
Nicolas makes the important point that it is not great
preaching, or revivalist sermons or mission action
plans, or new initiatives that effectively do mission.
It is God who does mission, but God does mission
through us when we try and live out the kind of love
that Jesus lived out.

Nicolas muses on how over the centuries these
Does anyone remember ‘The Decade of Evangelism’
verses have convinced many that the end of the world
is about to come; that those, especially over the last in the Church of England during the 1990s, which
century, who give such warnings imagine that they actually saw the number of people attending church
themselves will be carried off to glory. However, Jesus dramatically decline!
said “The end is not yet”.
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The Ordinariate
takes a step forward
Jackie Ottaway and Ronald Crane assess
the Torquay Ordinariate Conference

C

ovid has taken its toll of so much that we took for granted. Following

the successful Lay Conference at Worth Abbey, we planned another such
event, but Covid put paid to that!

Our Deans and Vicar General, together with Fr Paul
Burch our Episcopal Vicar for Evangelisation, had the
bright idea of arranging a Conference at our one and
only parish, in Torquay. No decisions would be taken,
no debate held, the participants would pray together,
eat together and study the Bible together. Would it
work? Some felt it would, others were more sceptical.
In the event seventy two folk attended our
“Conference” held at Our Lady of Walsingham and
Saint Cuthbert Mayne in Torquay. It proved to be a
masterstroke. It was marvellous. People came from
Dingwall (north of Inverness), Norfolk, Lancashire,
the West Midlands, London and the Home Counties.
The people of our parish in Torquay looked after us
very well. We all found our own bed and breakfast
accommodation on the English Riviera.
Roger, who serves at the altar in Torquay, told us he
was looking forward to “establishing this church on
the map”. He is a Grand Knight of St Columba, and
we had been on pilgrimage together in Italy. He was
brimming with enthusiasm for the Conference.
Sarah from Coventry was also excited about the
Conference and looking forward to being together
with others.
Bernadette from
was looking

Walthamstow in London
forward to seeing people

she had not seen in a
while. Barry, from the
Walsingham Group, was
looking forward to hearing
the Bible Studies by Mgr Michael Nazir-Ali.
Raven from the Manchester Group, was also looking
forward to meeting with people she had not seen in a
long time.
On the second day, we spoke with our Vicar General,
Fr David Waller, and asked him how he thought it was
all going.
He replied, “Better than we could have ever
imagined. It’s marvellously exciting. We’ve come to be
together after two years in Lockdown, we’ve got people
from all over the country. We’ve got Father Michael
speaking, in way that engages us in what it means to
be the church. There’s a real feel of excitement about
the place. We have good food, good company, good
worship and good theology. It’s a real recovery about
what it means to be the Ordinariate, what it means to
be the people of God.”
Nicola, who also serves at the altar, is from
Walthamstow. She was impressed
seeing what’s behind some of the
readings and how you can interpret
them in today’s
world and church. Ø
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I shall look back
and remember the
way you pray. Your
Divine Worship is
wonderful, and the
camaraderie when
He felt we had to take seriously the idea of taking the you come together.
Gospel to the streets and not allowing it to be locked You are so friendly
up in church. He thought the church in Torquay and and helpful.”
the Ordinariate in general could do that.
We had arrived on
Sandra from Manchester was impressed by the Tuesday afternoon,
friendship the coming together; sharing experiences and as we approached
Fr David Lashbrooke
on
from different places. It is something we don’t often lunchtime
get the chance to get together. So we can see what’s Thursday, we spoke with our Vicar General and
Ordinary for a summing up.
going on in other people’s areas.”
Derek is an old friend with whom we worked in
FinF days. He told us, “I’m overwhelmed today by the
worship, and still reeling from yesterday’s celebration
of the Holy Mass. That whole place, the theatre, the
colour - wonderful.”

Fr David said, “It is almost impossible to assess the
works of God, isn’t it really? It’s been a fantastic 48
hours with people coming from around the country,
coming from different experiences of Lockdown,
different contacts. We’ve shared our faith, we’ve eaten
together, we’ve laughed together which basically means
we’ve been the church. After two years of Lockdown
it’s just a great joy to be the church and it feels alive
and youthful and just incredibly optimistic for the
future. We owe an awful lot to those who organised
Many people told us how much they were enjoying this, but at the end of the day this has been something
the Conference, and expressed the desire to have such that’s beyond any human endeavour, you know this
an event every year, but in different places. Some also has been the work of God. I’m almost lost for words,
expressed the idea that an all-day Saturday event for which is unusual for me, It has been fantastic.”
the local area, or an evening do would help us in our
Mission.
Our Ordinary, Fr Keith, told us, “I am exhilarated.
I mean, it’s been a great occasion for us. As I said to
So many people expressed similar views. One of everyone today, to the people who were here, I was
them, Jo, also from Walthamstow, said, “This week slightly doubtful whether it would work. But it’s
has
been worked extremely well. The group here have done
f a n t a s t i c . an awful lot to make us welcome and to feel at home.
I
never The food has been fantastic. The worship has been
knew much lively. The biblical reflections were encouraging us
about
the and helped us to listen to God’s word. It’s been a great
Ordinariate, occasion just to be together and that’s what’s really
but coming made the difference.
here
this
week
and
“Already there’s a group saying ‘We want to do it in
e v e r y o n e our church next time’. I think this may be a regular
e x p l a i n i n g thing. Obviously when you have something in the
it to me has middle of the week it restricts who can come, but if
made a big you have it at the weekend it restricts the clergy. But
difference to it’s good to have something rather than nothing. So
me. Now I it’s been a great occasion and I hope everyone goes
understand home encouraged. We must not forget to mention the
it a bit more sacrifice that’s been made by the people in Torquay,
I can go back who have taken their annual leave to organise this
and
relate event, as well as our thanks to Fr David Lashbrooke
it
to
others.
who was the inspiration behind it all.”
Fr Michael Nazir-Ali
Kelly is originally from Glasgow, but now lives in
Torquay. She lives just round the corner from the
church. She was so enjoying the Conference that
she wanted to know where the next one would be!
Fr Michael’s talks were also a hit with her; “Yes,
I’ve really enjoyed them. I think his way of putting
things across is good, and entertaining. He gets your
attention.” She thought the family atmosphere was
what really stood out for her.
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Aid to the Church in Need

‘An agonising death’:
A girl stoned in Nigeria
O

n 12th May, 25-year-old Christian student Deborah Emmanuel was beaten and stoned to death,

before being set on fire, by a mob of extremists in Sokoto, northern Nigeria. Her killers decided that she
was guilty of sending blasphemous messages over WhatsApp – messages which Catholic charity Aid to the
Church in Need (ACN) have verified thanks to a Church source in the country.
In a study WhatsApp
group, Deborah asked some
of her Muslim classmates
to stop sending religious
messages and images. She
said: “This group was meant
for us to get update[s] on
assignment and notes and
things about lectures, not
some religious group that
you can be posting stupid
stuff all the time.”

There were also reports
Catholics protesting the killing of Christians in 2020 (© Aid to the Church in Need
that she had enraged her
It said: “St Kevin’s Catholic Church was also attacked
classmates by saying that the reason she passed an
exam was Jesus. Word spread quickly and before Miss and partly burnt; windows of the new hospital complex
Emmanuel was able to get away, the mob converged under construction, in the same premises, were
on her and began to beat and stone her in the college shattered… The hoodlums also attacked the Bakhita
Centre located along Aliyu Jodi Road and burnt down
grounds, before she was set alight.
a bus within the premises.”
Father Emmanuel Anyanwu told ACN: “They
The two men, Mr Aliyu and Mr Hukunci, appeared
dragged her out and started beating her. And she
said, ‘What are you going to achieve by doing this?’ before Sokoto magistrate on 16th May with a team
According to other reports, when the stone hit her of 34 lawyers, a surprising number that Father
head she cried out, ‘Jesus, blood of Jesus.’ This is a very Emmanuel was suspicious of. He told ACN that
agonising death, a beautiful young girl stoned to death the incredible number of lawyers was linked to “an
underground jihadist movement in Nigeria”. He said:
in the 21st century.”
“Some volunteered because they are jihadists, some
He added: “It was a victory for them, it was like were funded by the jihadist group, some are part of
they have won the Champions League, they had great the underground agenda… They are trying to Islamise
Nigeria, they want to take over the government.
happiness because they have killed this young girl.”
“That is why we will do our best, even if it means
Following the arrest of two men in connection
with Miss Emmanuel’s killing – Bilyaminu Aliyu and spilling our own blood, to make sure that the faith we
Aminu Hukunci – riots broke out in the local area over have received, the faith of our fathers, is passed onto
the weekend of 14th-15th May. Sokoto Diocese, told the next generation.”
Catholic charity Aid to the Church in Need (ACN)
Fionn Shiner is Parliamentary and Press Officer
that rioters attacked Christian sites throughout state
for Aid to the Church in Need - www.acnuk.org
capital Sokoto. The diocese released a statement, a copy
contact: acn@acnuk.org or call 020 8642 8668
of which was sent to ACN, detailing the destruction
caused by the mobs.
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Pluscarden Abbey links
Fr Len Black tells of a fascinating link

Pluscarden Abbey

near Elgin in Moray in the north-east of Scotland, around 40 miles east
of Inverness, is the only medieval monastery in Britain still inhabited by monks and being used for its
original purpose. Founded in 1230 by Alexander II, it is situated below a forested hill in a quiet valley, in the
glen of the Black Burn, that feels quite untouched by the modern world.
Since the very beginning of the Personal Ordinariate
of Our Lady of Walsingham we have maintained close
links with the Abbey. It was here that our Ordinary, Mgr
Keith Newton, went on retreat before his ordination as
a Catholic priest and where other Ordinariate clergy
regularly spend time on retreat
The Highland Ordinariate Mission is in the process of
strengthening these links even further, beginning with
a Pilgrimage to Our Lady at Pluscarden Abbey and
they extend an invitation to others to join
them and to discover more about the links
between the Abbey and the Ordinariate.
The Pilgrimage will begin at 11am on
Saturday 25th June with a celebration of
Holy Mass according to Divine Worship:
The Missal in the Lady Chapel of the
Abbey, celebrating the establishing of
the Ordinariates, in what Pope Benedict
XVI described, as a way “to maintain
the liturgical, spiritual and pastoral
traditions of the Anglican Communion
within the Catholic Church, as a
precious gift nourishing the faith of
the members of the Ordinariate and
as a treasure to be shared” as well
as these growing links between the
Ordinariate and the Abbey.

The Pluscarden community has
an interesting history going back to
1906 when Aelred Carlyle founded an
Anglican Benedictine community on
Caldey Island in South Wales. When
the community came into conflict
with the Bishop of Oxford in 1913
over conformity to Anglican practices,
Carlyle and most of his monks were
received together into the Catholic Church.

Dom Aelred Carlyle OSB

The Community at Pluscarden are
therefore the successors of the Caldey
Island community. At a Mass in 2013 to
mark the 100th Anniversary of the Caldey
Island community being received into
the Catholic Church, the two Ordinariate
priests in Scotland, Fr Len Black and Fr
Stanley Bennie, were invited to represent the
Ordinariate. During the Mass, in welcoming
them, the Abbot said that members
of the Ordinariate had followed a
similar path when Pope Benedict XVI
established the Ordinariate in the UK
in 2011 ... 98 years after Caldey.
On Saturday 25th June at the
Highland Ordinariate Pilgrimage
to Our Lady at Pluscarden Abbey a
number of items which came with
the monks to Pluscarden from the
Anglican community at Caldey will
be used at the Mass. There will also
be a display of other items from Dom
Aeldred Carlyle’s days when he and
his community were received into the
Catholic Church.

After a welcome from Dom Anselm
Atkinson OSB, Abbot of Pluscarden Abbey, Dom
Giles Conacher OSB, Prior of Pluscarden Abbey, will
In 1928 the Catholic monks of Caldey moved to speak about the unique link shared by the Abbey and
Prinknash in the Vale of Gloucester and from there the Ordinariate. All are welcome.
Monastic life started again at Pluscarden in 1948 when
monks were sent north to establish a community and
For further information please contact info@
to restore and rebuild the Abbey.
ordinariate.scot or visit www.ordinariate.scot
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Newman, creation & grace
Fr Peter Conley explores the words of our Patron

The sounds

and pungent smells of grass
being cut are amongst John Henry Newman‘s
earliest childhood memories. His letters and
sermons are full of commentary about the gracefilled holiness of nature, which he terms a “Temple
or vast Cathedral”:
Does not the whole world speak in praise of
God? Does not every star in the sky, every tree
and every flower upon the earth, all that grows,
all that endures, the leafy woods, the everlasting
mountains, speak of God… (Parochial and Plain
Sermons, V: 21)
Newman, a keen gardener, laments to Mrs MaxwellScott that, in the grounds of the Oratory house in Rednal:
The chestnut and lime leaves are just a quarter
out - and the Sycamore shows just a few beautiful
pink buds where there should be a burst of full
rejoicing verdure… We excel in rhododendrons,
camellias and arbutus - but our soil is not the
best. (LD XXVIII, p.62)

Whereas he celebrates the wonder of creation, in its
fulsome late summer bloom, when commenting to
W.J. Copeland, from the same setting:
The green is of a thousand hues, as the corn
begins to turn - the heather is purple and the
mountain berries are in profusion. (LD XX, p.262)

the destructive impact of the world, upon their
enthusiasm, in environmental terms:
It breathes on them, and blights and parches
and strips off the green foliage, and leaves them,
as dry and wintry trees without sap or sweetness.
But in early youth we stand with our leaves and
blossoms on which promise fruit; we stand by
the side of still waters, with our hearts beating
high…with a sort of contempt for the fashions of
the world. (Parochial and Plain Sermons VI, 22)
In his advancing years, Newman, with poignancy,
humanity and wit, compares himself to a variety of
wild life! Writing to Mrs T.W. Allies he says:
You asked me what bones I am cracking? The bones
of old jackals and hyenas, or foxes, rats and mice, in
some ancient paleontological cave. (LD XXI, p.22)
Then, after Richard Stanton enquires, Newman replies:
You kindly ask after my health. I have nothing
the matter with me, but I am feeble…I have had
several falls - I walk, read, write, speak at a snail’s
pace, and my mind gets confused, especially my
memory. Thus I may call myself emphatically in
God’s hands, unable to move day by day except
He wills it. (LD XXXI, p.100)

Newman viewed his frailties as an invitation to
engage with the cross. He recognised hints of the
Newman found, in nature, a fruitful source of paschal mystery in the cycles of birth, death and
analogy to describe the development of virtue in rebirth in creation and concludes:
different people:
As on a misty day, the gloom gradually melts
The soul which is quickened with the spirit of
and the sun brightens, so have the glories of
love has faith and hope…one and all exist in love,
the spiritual world lit up this world below. The
though distinct from it; as stalk, leaves and flowers
dull and cold earth is penetrated by the rays. All
are as distinct and entire in one plant as in another,
around we see glimpses of reflections of those
yet vary in the quality, according to the plant‘s
heavenly things, which the elect of God shall
nature. (Parochial and Plain Sermons IV, 21)
one day see face-to-face. (The Heart of Newman,
Erich Przywara, p.307).
He contrasts, for his adult audience, a young
person’s attraction to what is noble and heroic, with

Letter to the Editor
Outrage, anger and horror
There were many interesting articles in this month’s

Portal (May). Mostly they portray the comfortable

existence of the Ordinariate with a look at the
Anglican Church and The Church in need, but where
is the outrage, the anger and horror?
Fortunately, the Archbishop of Canterbury and
the Catholic bishops were quick to condemn the

appalling government scheme to send innocent,
vulnerable asylum seekers 4000 miles to a country
with which they had no connections.
Since then this cruel scheme has been condemned by
refugee groups, Justice and Peace groups and anyone
who had an ounce of humanity and compassion, but
where was the horror visible in The Portal?

Hilary Andrews by e-mail
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You can help restore
the monastery of San
Benedetto in Monte the birthplace of Saint
Benedict himself by purchasing the
exceptional beer
brewed by the monks.
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Enjoy these beers as you celebrate feast days
or with a gathering of friends knowing you
are supporting the ongoing establishment of a
spiritual oasis built to last a thousand years.
Birra Nursia flows from the deep brewing heritage
of western monasticism. Originally crafted to suit
the rich culinary traditions of Umbria it is best
enjoyed alongside delicious meats, cheeses and
mushroom infused dishes.
Find out more about the beers and the monastery
at www.monasticorder.co.uk where Birra Nursia
is now available for the first time in the UK.

Please drink wisely, exercising the virtue that Saint Benedict would have encouraged.

